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Snt  Abthuii  Helps,  in  his  Life  of  Las  Casas,  has  de- 
clared it  to  be  "a  fearful  consideration,  that  biographers 
and  the  people  they  -write  about  may  some  day  he 
bronght  into  each  others'  presence,"  Deeply  feeling,  as 
I  do,  the  force  of  this  suggestion,  it  cannot  fail  to  aid 
Taj  sense  of  duty  in  elaborating  this  most  important 
Bection  of  my  filial  task. 

M^  Lockhart's  Memoir  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  presents  a 
striking  biographic  instance  of  consuninuite  skill,  whUe 
his  subject,  in  breadth  and  variety  of  Uterary  interest, 
transcends  all  others,  certainly  for  this  generation,  and 
perhaps  for  those  that  are  to  come ;  but  al&oi^h  ofTering 
a  model  of  excellence  hardly  to  be  equalled,  it  also  affords 
a  warning  beacon  to  humble  followers.  By  his  treatment 
of  many  of  the  subordinate  characters,  he  has  declared  bis 
adherence  to  the  axiom  of  Mark  Antony,  "  The  evil  that 
men  do  lives  after  them,"  while  willingly  accepting  the 

VOL.  m.  A 
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cmel  sequel.  James  and  John  Ballaatyne,  who,  the 
biographer  admito,'  would  "  have  shed  their  hearts'  hlood 
in  his  service,"  are  described  as  recklessly  plnndering 
their  patron,  and  ruining  the  man  they  loved;  while 
Archibald  Constable,  who  proved  himself  on  more  than 
one  occasion  the  foithful  friend  of  all  the  three,  and  of 
whom  Mr,  Lockbart  declares,  "  Among  all  his  myriad  of 
undertakings,  I  question  if  any  one  that  really  originated 
with  himself,  and  continued  to  be  superintended  by  his 
own  care,  ever  did  &iil,"'  is  elsewhere  described  as  a 
deviser  of  "  mad  schemes,"  and  as  remorselessly  dragging 
Sir  Walter  Scott  into  an  abyss  created  by  the  extrava- 
gant speculations  of  others. 

In  the  narrative  I  am  about  to  present  to  my  readers, 
of  the  dose  relations  that  subsisted  between  my  &ther 
and  the  man  we  all  delight  to  honour,  it  shall  be  my 

*  See  Lockhui'a  Lifu  of  9cott^  toL  iL  p.  198.  The  referenca  ire 
all  to  the  origituil  edUion. 

*  "  Often  M  I  majr  hkTe  etniled  at  the  lofty  wrenity  of  hii  mU -oom- 
plaoenoa — I  confew  I  now  doubt  whether  lie  rated  hinuelf  too  highly 
M  a  nuiter  in  the  trae  edence  of  the  bookieUer.  .  .  .  For  oaatiug  « 
keen  eye  orar  the  remoteat  indicatioiu  of  popnUr  tute — for  anticipat- 
iog  th«  chaooea  of  anooeaa  or  failnre  in  ny  given  variety  of  adTeatnra 
— fortheplanouigMvditiTeatbti  of  hi*  caUing — he  waa  not,  inhiaoini 
day  at  leaat,  aerpaaaed ;  and  among  all  hia  myriad  of  oadertakiiig*,  I 
qneation  if  any  one  that  really  originated  with  himaelf,  and  contiDnad 
to  be  mperintendedby  hia  own  oare,  ever  did  &iL  He  was  aa  bold  aa 
far-eighted — and  hia  diapoaition  waa  aa  liberal  as  hia  viewa  were  wide- 
Had  he  and  Scott  from  the  beginning  truated  aa  thoroughly  as  they 
nnderatood  eaeh  other ;  had  there  been  no  third  paHiea  to  itep  in, 
flattering  an  orerweeulng  vanity  on  the  one  hand  into  preenmption, 
and  on  the  other  aide  iparring  the  enterpriae  that  wanted  nothing  bnt 
a  bridle,  I  have  no  donbt  their  Joint  career  might  have  been  one  '<d 
unbroken  proaperity." — See  lite,  vol.  ii.  p.  199. 
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earnest  endeavoiir  to  do  equal  joetica ;  and  if  in  atight  I 
may  extentiate,  I  prouise  that  nothing  shall  be  set  dovn, 
in  malice.  The  retpreseiitatiTes  of  Mr.  James  Ballantyne^ 
have  vindicated  his  character,  and  ptoved  the  tmth  of 
Sir  Walter's  manly  admission  after  the  crisis  of  1826, 
when  he  said,  "  BaUantjme's  difOculties,  as  well  as  his 
advantages,  are  owing  to  me."*  For  myaelf,  I  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  James  Ballantjne  might  have  earned 
his  lepatation  as  the  Scottish  BaskerviUe,  and  that 
Archibald  Constable  would  have  Btood  in  the  f^ot  rank 
of  his  profession,  even  .had  they  not  been  privileged  to  be 
connected  with  tiieir  iUustrious  cotmtryman. 

I  posaeas  no  certain  indication  either  of  the  date  oi 
manner  of  my  Mher's  introdnotion  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 
Uy  earlieHt  evidence  of  their  correspondence  is  a  short 
note  &oin  the  latter  in  the  year  1800 ;  but  1  think  it 
probable  that  Mr.  Heber  or  John  Leyden  may  have,  been 
tlie  means  of  making  them  acquainted.  Arrai^ments 
for  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  the  Minstrelsy 
of  the  Scottish  Border  had  been  already  concluded  with 
Messrs.  CadaH  and  Daviea  It  consisted  of  two  hand- 
eome  volnmes,  and  appeared  in  January  1802;  a  second 
edition  was  called  for  before  the  dose  of  that  year.  The 
Minstrelsy  was  the  first  of  Scotf  e  works  which  bore  my 
father's  name  upon  the  title-page ;  he  was  admitted  to  a 
share  in  the  copyright  by  Messrs.  Longman  and  Bees, 
hy  whom,  in  the  summer  of  1802,  it  was  acquired   for 

'  S«e  two  pudphlela  caJIed  forth  hy  Mr.  Loekhtft'i  remariu  in  ULe 
lib  of  Scott,  mud  a  publicatuni'  entitled  Tbe  BklluityDfl  Hotabag 
Eudled,  which  -waa  meuit  to  be  a  cnubing  reply  to  the  earlier 
brochure.  »  iJee.Lif^  ToL  iL  p.  217: 
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£500,  inoluding  a  third  volume,  which  appeared  under  the 
same  auspices  in  the  spring  of  1603. 

It  had  heen  originally  Mr.  Scotf  s  intention  to  include 
'  The  Metrical  Romance  of  Sir  Tristrem '  in  the  Minstrdsj 
of  the  Scottish  Border,  but  he  ultimately  decided,  in  spite 
of  the  m^ent  advice  of  Mr.  Ellia,  that  it  should  appear 
separately ;  and,  retaining  the  copyr^ht  in  his  own  hands, 
he  conunitted  the  publication  of  the  work  to  my  father, 
who  issued  the  first  edition,  limited  to  ISO  copies,  in  May 
]  604 ;  a  second  edition,  of  750  copies,  appeared  in  1806  ; 
and  a  third,  of  1000  copies,  in  1811.  It  was  in  connexion 
with  the  printing  of  this  work  that  James  Ballantyne 
and  my  &ther  were  first  brought  into  correspondence, 
and  from  the  date  of  the  earliest  communication  between 
them — May  31, 1601 — Sir  Tristrem  would  appear  to  hare 
been  at  least  three  years  in  progress  before  completion. 

Mr.  Lockhart  has  represented  the  feelings  mutually 
entertained  by  these  two  men  as  the  reverse  of  cordial ; 
but  although  their  interest  certainly  did  not  always  lie  in 
tiie  same  direction,  I  have  found  few  evidences  of  unfriend- 
liness, while  in  some  of  the  passages  which  I  shall  take 
occasion  to  quote  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Ballantyne, 
decided  ccmtradiction  will  be  afforded  to  the  view  that 
Mr.  Lockhart  has  given.  Such  confidence  had  the  printer 
in  my  father's  liberality  and  good-will,  that  in  1802  I 
find  him  applying  for  advice  as  to  the  charge  he  ought  to 
make  to  Cadell  and  Davies  for  printing  the  earlier  volumes 
of  the  Minstrelsy,  and  also  for  a  piece  of  work  be  had 
just  completed  for  my  father  himself  He  says,  "  I  annex 
a  note  of  the  expense  of  printing,  which  I  hope  you  will 


.dbvGooyk" 


LAY  OF  TSE  LAST  MINSTREL.  ft 

approve.  If  it  is  too  much, — ae  yet  I  walk  almoet  in  the 
dark, — cut  off  as  mucli  as  will  make  it  right*  ...  I  am 
goii^  to  london,  in  the  hope  of  getting  some  employment 
ficom  the  booksellers.  Might  I  request  yon  to  give  me  a 
few  letters  of  introduction  to  some  of  them  ?  I  am  not 
greatly  acciutomed  to  solicitation,  and  I  should  wish  the 
asperities  of  the  road  to  employment  smoothed  down  as 
much  aa  possible.  Any  one  who  has  your  good  report 
has  a  good  chance  to  snccead."  ' 

My  father  appears  &om  the  first  to  have  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  success  of  Mr,  BaUaotyne,  and  even  before 
he  left  Kelso  had  intrusted  several  publications  to  bis 
care.  It  may  have  been  that  this  was  done  chiefly  to 
please  Mr.  Scott,  but  admirable  typography  might  of  itself 
have  amply  jtistified  the  pa,trom^e ;  and  when  the  printing- 
ofBce  was  removed  to  Edinburgh  about  the  end  of  1 802, 
increased  facility  of  intercourse  led  to  improved  acquaint- 
ance and  lai^y  extended  business  connexion. 

The  lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,  the  plan  of  which  grew 
out  of  a  Bomance  of  Border  Chivalry,  which  Mr.  Lockbart 
tells  us  had  been  designed  to  form  part  of  the  third  volume 
of  the  Minstrelsy,  was  published  in  the  first  week  of 
January  1809,  "and  its  success,"  adds  the  bit^rapher,  "at 
once  decided  that  literature  should  form  the  main  business 
of  Scott's  life." 

This  first  edition  of  the  lay  was  an  undertaking  of 
Messrs.  Longman  and  Co.,  in  which  Constable  and  Co. 

>  What  would  a  pnbluher  %i  the  pieaant  i»y  mply  to  th«  following ! 
"  Tlw  priutiiig  of  Sir  Triatrem  will  be  finiebed  about  tho  end  of  June : 
if  yon  approve,  it  on^t  to  U«  two  month*  before  it  \m  bot-preMed ; 
and  it  could  be  published  abont  the  beginning  of  October  "  1 
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■were  admitted  to  a  foarth  share,  profits  being  equally- 
divided  witK  the  author.  On  a  secoud  editioo  being 
required,  MesBrs.  LongmaD  offered  £500  for  the  copyright 
of  the  yroik,  which  vas  accepted,  and  they  aAerwaida,  Mr. 
Lockhart  tella  us,  added  £100,  "  in  their  own  unsolicited 
kindness."  In  1826  the  poem  bad  reached  a  fourteenth 
edition,  and  upwards  of  33,000  copies  had  been  circulated. 

The  next  work  in  which  my  &ther  was  interested  along 
with  Mr.  Scott  was  Original  Memoirs,  written  during  the 
Oreat  Civil  War;  being  the  Life  of  Sir  Henry  Slingaby, 
and  Memoirs  of  Captain  Hodgson,  with  Kotes,  etc.' 

It  was  on  January  30th,  1807,  the  same  day  on  which 

1  Tfaii  work  wu  publiahsd  in  the  utumn  of  1806,  and  the  annonnce- 
mant  of  the  Tolume  caUed  forth  a  letter  from  tha  repreaentative  de- 
•cendant  ot  Sir  Heni^,  to  which  my  father  aent  the  following  reply : — 
"  EDiHBtmaH,  2d  Oetobtr  1806. 

"  Sir  Thohas, — We  have  the  hooonr  of  acknowledging  receipt  of 
yonr  letter  of  29th  nit.,  and  of  aending  for  your  inspection  and  accept- 
ance a  copy  of  the  work  to  whioh  yon  allude,  containing  the  Memun 
of  Sir  Henry  Slingaby.  The  history  of  the  publication  ia  ahortly  thia : 
The  late  Hr.  Ritoon,  of  Qray'a  Tun,  when  at  Edinburgh,  in  aiitnnm 
1801,  pot  into  our  handa  the  MS.  from  whioh  the  Life  of  Sir  Henry  and 
Memoirs  of  Captain  Hodgaou  have  been  printed ;  and  the  publication 
wa*  aanonnced  in  our  Scota  Magazine  ao  far  back  aa  May  1802.  Mr. 
Bitaon  died  early  in  tha  year  1803,  and  before  the  work  went  to  preaa 
It  being  oar  wiah  to  bring  the  woi^  forward  in  aa  reapeotaUe  a  manner 
aa  poMible,  we  applied  to  au  eminent  Uteraty  genUeman,  a  friend  of 
cure,  to  Bupeiintend  the  piiblication.  Thia  waa  undertaken  n^ore  than 
twelve  months  ago,  but  owing  to  preai  of  other  matten  tlie  printer 
oould  not  overtake  the  completion  of  it  till  about  a  week  ago.  The 
gentleman  who  did  ui  thia  favour  auppliod  the  aeveDteen  introductory 
pagea,  the  contents  of  which,  with  every  other  page  relating  to  your 
ancestor,  will,  we  hope,  meet  your  approbation.  Thia  gentleman  u  at 
preaant  in  the  ootmtry,  and  haa  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  public«tian ; 
oor  indeed  can  we  bo  said  to  have  much  ouraelvea,  having  printed  only 
about  300  oopiea,  and  that  number  more  with  a  view  to  preserve  bii- 
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they  concluded  &a  Bgreemeut  with  Mr.  Scott  for  the  life, 
Letters,  and  State  Papers  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadlei,'  that 
Archibald  Constable  and  Co.  offered  for  Marmion,  very 
shortly  after  it  had  been  begun,  a  sum  which  startled  the 
literary  world,  and  was  accepted,  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us, 
f  without  hesitation  "  by  the  anthw, 

"  D£AK  Sm, — We  have  much  pleasure  in  accepting  your 
new  poem,  Flodden  Field,  and  not  less  in  agreeing  to  pay 
for  the  same  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Gidneaa 

"  We  propose  offering  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Murray  of 
London  one-halF  of  the  concern  between  them ;  the  other 
we  intend  to  reserve  for  ourselves,  and  we  trust  it  will 

toricil  Jocmnenta  ti»a  from  ao;  profit  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  o! 
saclt  limited  pablicattons. 

' '  We  do  not  know  the  aouTca  from  whieh  Mr.  BitsoD  obtained  the 
Ma.)  uid  ve  shall  be  tmly  oonoemad  i^  on  penual  of  the  volume,  you 
should  find  it  contain  a  single  sentence  derogtttoiy  to  the  chanuiter  of 
yarn  ancestor,  or  to  gjTfl  yaa  the  imalkat  offence. 

"  We  have  not  yet  eiraalated  lix  oopie*  of  the  book,  and  ihaU  order 
the  publication  to  be  atopped  till  we  hear  from  yon  again  ;  in  the 
meantime,  your  letter  shall  be  transmitted  to  our  friend  in  the 
oonnby,  who,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  be  ready  to  commnnicate  with 
■you  on  the  mibject, — We  have  the  honour  to  be,  3ir  Thomas,  your 
moet  obedient  humble  aervsiita,  A.  Cokstabli  un>  Co. 

"  Sir  Thos.  Slingsby,  Bart.,  Scriven  Park." 

1  Pnbliahed  in  1809,  in  3  toU.  4to,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  was 
nndertaken  by  Mr.  Scott  are  contained  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  letter  of  agreement : —  "  We  are  to  pay  yon  one  hnndted  guineas  for 
arranging  the  p^teis  for  the  press,  writing  au  aoconnt  of  the  life  of  Sir 
Kalph,  and  such  Notes  and  lUusiratJODS  aa  yon  may  think  neceeaary. 
We  are  also  to  furnish  yon  with  the  varions  coUectioos  of  State  Papers 
and  Histories  of  the  period  to  which  the  book  lelatea;  the  booka  so 
furnished  to  remain  yonr  property ;  and  further,  in  the  event  of  the 
publication  coming  to  a  second  edition,  you  are  to  be  entitled  to  fifty 
goineaa  additionaL" 
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remain  for  ever  in  the  handa  of  Edinburgh  booksellers, 
for  the  honoor  and  gloiy  of  ScoUand.  Payment  of  the 
copy-money  shall  be  made  to  suit  yoar  convenience  and 
wisheo. — ^We  remain,  etc.,  A.  Constable  Aim  Co." 

The  offer  of  one  fonrth  share  of  this  copyright  was 
gratefully  accepted,  both  by  Mr.  Miller  of  Albemarle 
Street  and  Mr.  Murray,  the  latter  of  whom  wrote  as 
follows  to  my  father : — 

"  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  kind  remembrance  of  me  ia 
your  liberal  purchase:  You  have  rendered  Mr.  Miller  no 
less  happy  by  your  admission  of  him,  and  we  both  view 
it  as  honourable,  profitable,  and  glorious  to  be  concerned 
in  the  publication  of  a  new  poem  by  Walter  Scott." 

In  February  1 808  Marmion  made  its  appearance,  and 
was  bailed  with  almost  unanimous  approbation.* 

1  The  following  aocoant  of  ito  coDHnerdal  bittory,  to  far  kt  lewt  •• 
oircii]«iion  i*  ooDcemsd,  i>  quoted  from  Mr.  Lockhart'B  Life  of  the 
ftnthor,  uid  may  be  prwnmed  to  be  correct,  tlioogb  I  regret  that  an 
opportunity  faaa  Dot  been  affoidod  me  of  verifying  aach  mattcn  by 
reference  to  the  books  of  my  fatber'a  firm  : — "  Haimion  wai  first 
printed  in  a  aplendid  quarto,  price  one  gainea  and  a  half.  The  2000 
copiea  of  this  edition  were  all  di«poaed  of  in  less  than  a  month,  when 
a  tecnnd,  of  3000  copiea,  in  Sto,  was  aent  to  preaa.  There  followed  * 
third  aoda  fourth  edition,  each  of  3000,  in  1800;  a  fifth,  of  2000,  early 
in  1810;  and  a  aixth,  of  3000,  in  two  Tolnmea,  crown  Bvo,  with 
twelre  dedgna  by  Singleton,  before  the  end  of  that  year ;  a  seventh, 
of  4000,  and  an  eighth,  of  SOOO  copies  8to,  in  1811  i  a  ninth,  of  3000, 
in  1615;  a  tenth,  of  SOO,  in  1820;  an  eleventh  of  500,  and  a  twelfth, 
of  2000  oopiea,  in  foolscap,  both  in  1825.  The  legitimate  aale  in  this 
conntry,  therefore,  down  to  the  time  of  its  betag  iuclnded  in  the  firtt 
collectiTe  edition  of  hii  Poetical  Worki,  amounted  to  31,000;  and  the 
aggregate  of  that  «alo  down  to  the  period  at  which  I  am  writing  (May 
1S3S),  may  be  itated  at  50,000  copies."— See  Life,  toL  iL  p.  ISS. 
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The  notice  of  the  poem  in  the  Edinbnigh  Keview,^ 
althongb  giving  high  and  cordial  praise  to  aome  passages, 
iras  60  nnspariDg  in  condemnation  of  others,  and  of  the 
conception  and  genoal  structure,  that  it  gave  deep  offence 
to  Mr.  Scott,  while  it  most  have  been  at  once  disappointing 
\  and  dietastefnl  to  my  father — ^publisher  both  of  the  poem 
and  of  the  critique.  It  was  certainly  calculated  to  in- 
oease  and  develop  Scott's  hostility  to  the  political  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  Mr.  Jefirey,  who  was  himself  the 
acknowledged  author  of  the  article  in  question,  and  who 
touched  the  poet  at  a  very  tender  point  when  he  accused 
him  of  "  n^ect  of  Scottish  feelings  and  Scottish  char- 
acter." There  is  little  doubt  that  the  establishment  of  the 
London  Quarterly  Ssview  was  helped  forward  by  this 
paper  in  the  Edinburgh,  as  much  at  least  as  the  alleged 
incivility  of  Mr.  Hunter  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
publishing  house  of  John  Ballaotyne  and  Company.  Scott 
says,  "Constable,  or  rather  that  Bear  his  partner,  has  be- 
haved to  me  of  late  not  very  civilly,  and  I  owe  Jeffrey  a 
flap  with  a  fox-tail  on  account  of  his  review  on  Marmion ; 
and  thus  doth  the  whirligig  of  Time  bring  about  my 


In  the  year  1808,  besides  Marmion,  my  father  published 
the  Autobiographic  Memoirs  of  Captain  George  Carleton, 
and  Memoirs  of  Eobert;  Carey,  Earl  of  Monmouth,  in 
separate  8vo  volumes,  each  having  a  Preface  and  Notes 
by  Mr.  Scott,  whose  name  also  appeared  on  the  title-page 
of  Strutt'a  nnfinished  romance  of  Queenhoo-Hall,  which 

>  No.  Miii,  April  1808. 

>  See  laie,  toL  ii.  p.  218 ;  Nov.  17, 1808. 
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was  edited  by  Scott  and  published  by  Jobn  Murray.  It 
was  also  in  this  year  that  my  father  concluded  an 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Soott  for  the  Life  and  Works  of 
Jonathan  Swilt,  and  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us  that  he 
offered  £1500  for  the  laboor  involved  in  the  undertak- 
ing. His  account  of  the  origin  of  this  enterprise  is  as 
follows ; — 

"  ScoU'i  engkgementi  with  Londos  publiiliera  letpecting  the  Soman 
»iid  the  Sadler,  ware,  I  beliare,  enteced  into  before  the  end  of  1807 ;  but 
Cmutsble  if^eus  to  have  fint  ucertaised  them.  Then  he  acoompanied 
the  (econd  cargo  of  Marmloa  to  the  great  aouthem  market ;  and, 
aUnii«d  at  the  prospect  of  bung  hia  hold  on  Soott'i  industry,  he  «t 
once  invited  tiim  to  follow  op  his  Dryden  by  an  edition  of  Swift,  on 
the  same  scale, — offering,  moreover,  to  double  the  rate  of  pajtment 
which  he  hail  oontncted  for  with  the  London  publiaher  of  the  Dryden ; 
that  is  to  say,  to  give  him  £1600  for  the  new  undertaking.  Ilia 
muniSeeot  tender  wis  socepted  without  hesitatitni ;  and  aa  early  aa 
-  Hay  1808,  I  find  Scott  writing  to  hii  literary  alliu  in  all  directions 
for  books,  pamphlets,  and  hs.  uiateriali  likely  to  be  serviceahle  in 
completing  and  illustrating  the  lite  and  Works  of  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's."  ^ 

Mr.  Lockhart  is  doubtless  correct  in  attributing  this 
proposal  to  my  father  ;  although  from  the  following  lett«r 
to  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co.  it  might  have  been  made  by 
Mr.  Scott  ;— 

"  EDDTBUBaH,  2SeA  Jvig  1808. 

"Gektlemen, — Being  about  to  compile  and  edite  a 
complete  edition  of  Swift's  Works,  in  nineteen  or  twenty 
volumes  8vo,  with  a  Life  of  the  Author,  and  Notes  critical 
and  illustrative  of  his  writings,  upon  the  same  plan  with 
my  late  edition  of  Dryden,  I  hereby  offer  you  tho  said 
work,  in  property,  eo  far  as  the  same  may  belong  to  me 
'  See  Life,  vol  iL  p.  170. 
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by  statute  or  common  law,  for  the  sym  of  £1500  sterling 
— £600  of  whicli  to  be  payable  during  the  currency  of 
the  work,  as  I  may  require,  and  the  remaining  £1000  to 
be  settled  by  bills  at  six,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months' 
date,  in  equal  sums,  to  be  dated  and  granted  on  the  day 
of  publication. 

"  And  in  case  of  my  death  before  the  completing  of  this 
■work,  I  agree,  in  that  case,  that  it  shall  be  referred  to 
Francis  Jeffrey,  Esq.,  what  proportion,  or  whether  any 
part,  of  the  aaid  copy-money  shall  be  payable  to  mj 
representatives,  to  be  judged  according  to  the  progress  of 
the  work  and  the  equity  of  the  case ;  and  the  work,  so 
far  as  depends  upon  me,  shall  be  ready  for  publication 
about  Christmas  1810. — I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  very 
obedient  Servant,  (Signed)         Walter  Scott."  ' 

So  numerous  and  onerous,  however,  were  Mr.  Scott's, 
engagements,  that  the  publication  was  only  effected  in 

1  ThU  letter  v«b  Bccompanied  by  the  following  prospectiu  in  tlie 
lutudwriliiig  of  Mr.  SooU ;— "  Swift's  Worko,  edited  b;  Walter  Scott, 
£wj.,  with  a  Life  of  the  Anthor,  Notes  Critical  and  Dliutntive,  etc 
etc  The  present  edition  of  Swift's  Works  contains  upwards  of  an 
hnndred  orjginal  Lettera,  ZssajB,  and  Foem*,  by  Dean  Swift,  recovered 
either  from  nunneonpt  co[de«  or  rare  pempblete  sod  loose  sheets, 
nooe  of  which  have  hitherto  been  printed  with  his  works.  In  par- 
ticular,  the  letters  between  the  Dean  and  Miss  Vanhatlirigh,  so  long 
■appreMed,  or  published  only  in  a  mntilated  state,  are  now  presented 
-to  the  pnblio  in  a  more  perfect  state,  *nd  famish  eome  light  on  that 
n^sterioiu  part  of  Swift's  private  history.  Many  of  the  Dean's  oom- 
poeitiont  already  published  have  been  also  corrected  and  eulaiged,  by 
ctnnpsring  them  with  the  original  oopies.  The  Life  has  been  compiled 
f  ronf  the  separate  narratives  of  former  biographers  collated  with  original 
documents,  and  some  critical  observations  and  historical  notes  accom- 
pany the  various  prodnotious  of  this  inctanparable  English  daesia" 
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ISli,  before  which  date  a  memonible  breach  between 
the  distinguished  author  and  his  pabUfihere  had  occorred 
and  been  repaired,  reconciliation  having  been  brought 
about  by  means  which  must  have  tended  to  inciease  bis 
confidence  in  mj  father's  commercial  wisdom,  and  also  in 
his  goodwill. 

It  was  at  Whitsunday  1806  that  Mr.  Scott  entered  on 
the  partnership  with  James  Ballantyne,  which  Mr,  Lock- 
hart  admits  a  suspicion  that  he  already  had  in  view  when 
he  advised  the  removal  of  his  friend  to  Edinburgh.  The 
success  of  this  new  firm  was  brilliant  and  immediate ;  for 
its  typography  waa  excellent,  and  the  patronage  secured 
by  the  influence  of  the  great  unknown  and  also  unsleeping 
partner  was  extensive  and  commanding.  "  He  had,  long 
before  this,  cast  a  shrewd  and  penetratii^  eye  over  the 
field  of  literary  enterprise,  and  developed  in  his  own 
mind  the  outlines  of  many  extensive  plans,  which  wanted 
nothing  but  the  command  of  a  sufficient  body  of  able 
subalterns  to  be  carried  into  execution  with  splendid 
Huccess." '  In  this  sentence  I  believe  we  have  a  k^  to 
the  train  of  events  which  issued  in  the  establishment  of 
the  publishing  house  of  John  Ballantyne  and  Co. 

It  was  not  unnatural  that  Scott  should  feel  annoyed 
at  the  unsparing  notice  of  Marmion  in  the  Edinburgh 
£eview,  but  in  regard  to  this  he  and  his  publisher  were 
companions  in  misfortune,  and  fellow-feeling  tends  pro- 
verbially to  kindness,  not  to  disunion.  Mr.  Hunter  is 
said  to  have  been  rude,  bat  what  was  the  actual  head  and 

1  See  Life,  voL  u.  p,  42. 
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fcont  of  his  offending  I  have  been  nnable  to  discover ; 
That  were  the  "certain  impertinencea  whiob,  in  the 
vehemence  of  theiz  Whiggery "  Mr.  Scott  says  "  Mesers. 
Constable  and  Co.  have  daied  to  indulge  in  towards  me," 
I  do  not  know ;  nor  shall  I  stop  here  to  inquire  into  the 
alleged  tyranny  of  my  father  over  Henry  Weber,  whose 
"  incompetence  "  and  "  preanmption  "  are  recorded  by  Mr. 
Lockhart,  and  abnndaotly  attested  by  the  works  which 
he  presumed  to  edit  and  to  annotata 

The  vehement  Whiggery  of  Constable  and  Co.  had  only 
latdy  become  obnoxious  to  Mr.  Scott  lu  Mr.  Hunter's 
jonraal  kept  during  a  visit  to  London  in  the  spring  of 
1807,  there  is  the  following  entiy  : — "April  18,  Went  to 
breakfast  at  Murray*!  as  usual,  and  returned  home  very 
soon  afterwards  to  meet  with  Walter  Scott,  who  had 
intimated  a  visit  to  us,*  and  came  accordingly.  We  had 
a  deal  of  very  Mendly  and  agreeable  conversation  with 
him,  both  about  the  Seview  and  other  matters.  He 
sorpiiaed  us  by  telling  as  he  had  been  defending  us,  and 
fighting  our  battle  valiantly  in  the  higher,  or  rather 
Tfiiniderial  circles.  I  believe  he  alluded  to  our  being 
attacked  as  violent  oppositionists,  and  our  shop  as  a  great 
dqwt  for  the  whole  party.  I  afterwards  went  along  with 
him  to  call  for  Mr.  Brougham." 

Mr.  Scott  was  bent  on  becoming  a  publisher,  and  in 

the  Messrs.  Ballantyne  he  believed  be  had  found  the 

coadjutors  who  were  needed  to  insure  success.     Able  men 

they  both  were,  but  neither  of  them  had  been  educated 

>  Ur.  CwwtaVle  had  Joined  Hr,  Houtor  in  London  at  thu  time. 
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in  that  most  delicate  of  crafts ;  and  leveience  for  their 
Mead  and  patron,  may  often  have  restrained  them  iroin 
8tronf^7  ol)jecting  to  enterprises  recommended  by  him, 
even  when  these  were  snch  as  they  could  not  approve. 
That  Scott  was  principally  teepODsible  for  the  qoality  of 
the  undertakings  of  the  firm  there  cannot  be  a  doubt ; 
and  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us  that  when  "  the  publishing  firm 
was  as  yet  little  more  than  a  twelvemonth  old,  James 
b^an  to  apprehend  that  some  of  their  mightiest  under- 
takings would  wholly  disappoint  Scott's  prognostica- 
tions." ' 

The  condition  of  the  firm  in  1813,  within  four  years 
after  its  establishment,  is  fairly  stated  by  Mr.  Lockhart  * 
in  the  followii^  passage : — 

"  I  IwTe  already,  perbapi,  aaid  enongh  to  account  for  the  general 
want  of  iDOCMa  in  tfaia  pnbliahing  adreDtnre ;  but  Mr.  Jamea 
BallBntyne  aanu  np  the  caaa  lo  briefly  in  hia  death-bed  paper,  tbat  I 
may  bure  quote  hia  -worda.  '  Hy  brotber,'  be  tayt,  'tbough  am 
active  and  pntbing,  traa  not  a  cantiont  boobKller,  and  the  large  smna 
received  never  formed  an  addition  to  hfa  itock.  In  fact,  tbey  were 
all  expended  by  the  partoera,  who,  batog  then  young  and  aangnina 
men,  not  nnwillingly  adopted  my  brother*!  barty  reanlta.  By  May 
1613,  in  a  word,  the  abaolnte  tbrowing  away  of  onr  own  moat 
valuable  publieationa,  and  the  rath  adoption  of  Mme  injndicioas 
■pecnlationi  of  Mr,  Scott,  had  inb^nced  anch  loaaea  and  embarraaa- 
menti,  that  after  a  very  careful  consideration,  Mr.  Scott  determined 
to  diaaolve  the  concern.'  He  adds — 'Thii  became  a  matter  of  leaa 
difficulty,  became  time  had  in  a  great  meaanre  worn  away  the 
difCerenoea  between  Mr.  Soott  and  Mr.  Conitable,  and  Mr.  Hunter  wa» 
now  ont  of  Constable'i  concern.  A  peace,  therefore,  waa  ipeedily 
made  up,  and  the  old  habits  of  interconne  were  reatored.' 

"  How  relnetautly  Soctt  had  made  np  hia  mind  to  open  aach  a 

■  See  Life,  vol.  ii.  p.  331.  '  See  Life,  vol.  ill  p.  50-68. 
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DegotdatioD  wHli  Coiutoble  u  iuTol«ed  a  oonplete  «xpoaiu«  of  the 
mum&nagemeat  of  John  Ballantfoe's  baiueM  m  ft  pnbliaber,  will  *p> 
peaifrom  b  letter  dated  about  the  CltriitiDH  of  1812,  Id  whicli  he  >a;« 
to  Janun,  who  had  proposed  asking  Constable  to  take  a  share  both  in 
Rokeby  and  in  the  Annaal  Register,  '  Yod  moat  be  aware,  that  in 
stating  the  objections  whiok  occur  to  me  to  taking  in  Constable,  I 
think  they  onght  to  give  way  either  to  absolute  neeeeeity  or  to  rery 
strong  groonda  of  advantage.  Bnt  I  ant  persoadad  nothing  nltiniately 
good  can  be  expected  from  any  connexion  with  that  house,  unless  for 
those  who  have  a  mind  to  be  hewen  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water. 
We  win  talk  the  matter  coolly  over,  and  in  the  meanwhile,  perhaps, 
yon  conld  tee  W.  Ei«kine,  and  learn  what  imprcMion  this  odd  tmion 
is  like  to  make  among  jora  friends.  Brskine  is  sonnd-headed,  and 
qnite  to  be  ^nsted  with  your  teliole  story.  1  most  own  I  can  hanlly 
think  the  purchase  of  the  Register  ia  equal  to  the  loss  of  credit  and 
cbanMiter  which  your  surrender  will  be  conceived  to  infer.'  At  the 
time  when  he  wrote  thus,  Scott  no  doubt  anticipated  that  Rokeby 
would  have  sneoest  not  lew  decisive  than  tbe  Lady  of  the  Lake ;  bnt 
iu  thia  expectation — though  10,000  copiea  in  three  months  would 
have  seemed  to  any  other  aatfaor  » triumphant  sale — be  had  been  dis- 
appcdnted.  And  meanwhile  tbe  difficnltiea  of  tiie  fine,  aconmn- 
lating  from  week  to  week,  had  reached,  1^  the  middle  of  Hay,  a  point 
which  reildered  It  absolutely  necessary  fm  him  to  conquer  all  his 

'Mx.  Cadell  saye,  in  his  Memoranda — 

"  Prior  to  this  time  the  repntatioo  of  John  BaUantyne  and  Co. 
had  been  deddedly  on  the  decline.  It  was  notorious  in  the  trade 
that  their  general  speculations  had  been  niiBncoessfnl ;  they  were 
known  to  be  grievously  iu  want  of  money.  These  rumours  were 
realized  to  the  fall  by  an  application  which  Haun.  B.  made  to  Mr, 
Cmtstable  in  Hay  1813,  tor  peenniary  aid,  aooompanied  by  an  offer  of 
some  of  the  books  they  had  published  since  1809,  as  a  purchase,  along 
with  various  shares  in  Mr.  Scott's  own  poems.  Their  difficulties  were 
admitted,  and  the  negotiation  was  pressed  urgency ;  so  much  so, 
that  a  pledge  waa  given,  that  if  the  terms  asked  were  aoceded  to^ 
John  Ballantyne  and  Co.  wonld  endeavonr  to  wind  np  their  coDcemib 
and  c«ase  as  soon  ss  possible  to  be  publishers."  > 

'  See  Lite,  voL  iii  p,  B7. 
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With  reference  to  the  application  here  alluded  to,  my 
father  wrote  as  follows  from  Pitcaithly,  on  June  17  : — 

"  I  have  been  deliberatin{r  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Scott's 
proposals,  and  have  no  sort  of  Triah  to  he  rapid  in  being 
either  of  or  on.  I  must  write  to  him,  however,  in  a  day 
or  two,  and  shall  enclose  the  letter  for  your  perusal  and 
approbation. 

"  We  have  very  heavy  engagMnents,  but  I  trust  no  bad 
speculations  in  hand;  all  of  them  by  prudence,  perseverance, 
and  industry  will  be  got  th«  better  of.  I  feel  the  less 
alarmed  at  their  amount — though  certainly  with  some 
regret — when  I  reflect  Uiat  at  least  one-third  of  it  is  for 
profits  of  past  years.  Times  are  changed,  no  doubt,  hut 
our  trade  is  not  worse,  nor  ia  our  management  less  pi-aise- 
worthy," 

The  letter  to  Mr.  Scott  had  not  been  quite  satisfactory, 
and  on  the  21st  June  my  &ther  wrote  again  to  his  paii- 
ner  in  the  following  terms : — "  I  have  to  mention  tbe 
receipt  of  a  letter  fitim  Mr,  Scott  which  rather  perplexes 
me.  It  is  a  long  one  o£  three  pages,  which  I  must  read 
<^uer  than  once  before  sending  it  to  yoiL  You  may 
expect  the  original  to-morrow ;  in  the  meantime,  I  may 
state  that  my  letter  of  yesterday  will  do  no  barm,  and  is 
no  bar  in  the  way  to  a  suitable  reply  to  the  prosent.  He 
makes  two  distinct  propositions,  and  adds  that  in  the 
event  of  neither  being  accepted,  he  must  apply  to  Long- 
man and  Co.  and  Munay." 

Mr.  Lockhart  continues  : — 
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''The  moat  imporUnt  of  the  requMtg  which  ths  kboariag  houee 
made  to  Constable  WM,  that  he  ahonld  forthwith  taike  entirely  to 
himoeU  the  stock,  copyright,  and  fntnre  management  of  the  Edinburgh 
Annaal  Register.  Upon  examining  the  state  of  this  book,  howerer, 
Coiutable  fonnd  that  the  loss  on  it  had  nevsr  been  less  than  £1000 
per  annum,  and  be  therefore  declined  th»t  matter  for  the  present. 
He  promised,  however,  to  consider  aerioosly  the  meang  he  might  have 
of  nltimately  relieving  them  from  the  preeaore  of  the  Begiiter,  and 
in  the  meantime  offered  to  take  300  leta  of  the  stock  on  hand.  The 
other  pnrcba«e«  he  finally  made  oa  the  18th  of  May,  were  considerable 
pDrtdona  of  Weber**  nnhappy  Beanmont  and  Jletcher — of  an  edition 
of  De  Foe's  novels  in  twelve  voltunes— of  a  collection  entitled  Tales 
of  the  £aat,  in  three  lai^  Tolnmes  8vo,  donble-colnmned — and  of 
another  in  one  volame,  called  Popolar  Talea — abnnt  600  copies  of  the 
Vision  of  Don  Boderick — and  a  foDrth  of  the  remaining  oopyright  of 
Bokeby,  price  £700.  The  immediate  aeoommodation  thus  received 
amonnted  to  £2000." 

Mr.  Cadell  says ; — 

"  Tbeae  and  after  pnrchaaes  of  books  from  tiie  stock  of  J.  Ballan- 
tyne  and  Co.  were  resold  to  the  trade  by  Conttable't  firm  at  less  than 
one-half  and   one-thiid  of  the    prices   at    which    they   were   thus 


It  was  not  unnatural  that  Mr.  Scott  Bhoold  feel  some 
awkwardness  in  thus  soliciting  the  good  offices  of  my 
&ther,  especially  with  refeience  to  the  Edinburgh  Annual 
Better,  the  plan  of  which,  as  ia  proved  by  Mr.  Hunter's 
leUer  to  my  father'  of  Mardi  26th,  1807,  had  been  origi- 
nally propounded  as  a  project  to  be  undertaken  by  Con- 
stable and  Ca  Aflaiis  had  now,  however,  assumed  so 
serious  an  aspect  that  it  was  necessaiy  to  sacrifice  dignity 
at  the  shrine  of  necessity,  and  to  restore  the  scaffolding 
which  my  father  is  represented  aa  having  prematurely 
ventured  to  kick  down." 

*  See  Lif<^  note  at  p.  S9,  voL  iii, 

*  See  ante,  voL  L  p.  119.  *  See  Ijfe,  vol.  ii.  p.  21S. 
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Strenuons  effoi-tB  were  now  made  to  reduce  stock  and 
liabilities,  and  Mr,  lockhart  admita'  that 

"  Wltmtenr  snooeu  time  endnvonn  met  with,  l^ipcMV  to  hmve 
been  due  either  directly  or  iikdiieotlj  to  Mr.  CoDCtftble,  who  did  ■ 
grcttt  deal  more  thui  pradenoe  would  have  warranted,  in  taking  on 
bimtelf  the  renilti  of  nnhap^  adTentnree, — and,  b^  hi*  Mgaoiou 
Mlvice,  enabled  the  diatreMed  partnen  to  proonro  aimiUr  aaoatanee 
at  the  IuukU  of  other*,  who  did  not  partake  fail  own  feelingi  of 
personal  kindneu  and  ayvpatby.  '  I  regret  to  learn,'  Boott  write*  to 
him  on  the  16th  October,  'tb>t  then  i*  great  danger  of  your  exertioDi 
in  ow  favour,  which  onoe  promiaed  lo  fairiy,  proving  finally  abortive, 
or  at  least  being  too  tardy  in  their  operation  to  work  oat  our  relief. 
If  anything  more  can  be  honourably  and  properly  done  to  avoid  a 
moat  nnpleasaat  shook,  I  shall  ^le  moat  willing  to  do  it ;  if  not — 
God's  will  be  done  I  There  will  be  enough  of  property,  including  my 
private  fortune,  to  pay  every  claim ;  and  I  have  not  used  proaperity 
so  iU  as  greatly  to  fear  advernty.  Bnt  time  things  we  will  talk  ow 
at  meeting ;  meanwhile  believe  me,  with  a  sincere  senae  of  your  kind- 
ne**  and  friendly  view*,  very  truly  yours,  W.B.' " 

Mr.  Lockhait  tells  na  tliat  within  a  month  after  the 
arrangement  concluded  with  Constable  on  the.  18tb  of 
Ma;,  Mr.  Scott  waa  pressed  for  money  to  complete  the 
purchase  of  an  addition  to  his  estate,  and  had  offered  the 
publisher,  for  £6000,  the  copyright  of  an  unwritten  poem.' 

In  tiie  month  of  Augnst,  by  desire  of  Mr.  Scott,  Messrs. 
Ballaotyne  laid  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  their  Com- 
pany before  my  father ;  and  I  shall  here  quote  some  let- 
ters which  disclose  the  extent  to  which  his  services  appear 
to  have  been  effectual  in  relieving  them  from  their  em- 
barrassments. The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Scott  is  in 
reply  to  one  received,  of  which  I  have  no  copy : — 

"  AsBonroRD,  23d  AuguM  1813. 

"  Deab  Sir, — I  suspect  James  BaUantyne  has  alanned 

'  See  Life,  vol  iii.  p.  90.  *  Ibid.  vol.  iiL  p.  63. 
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yon  somewhat  more  than  was  necessary  with  the  late 
commiimG&tioii  which  he  made.  The  truth  is,  my  own 
aSaira  are  in  very  good  order,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of 
Tetriering  those  oi  John  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  with  man- 
agement.  Bat  I  wrote  to  John  in  great  wrath  at  a  late 
blunder  of  his,  and  should  have  prepared  myself  had  I  met 
the  creditota  of  the  house,  to  put  matters  in  a  good  train 
of  settlement  The  &ct  is,  that,  with  my  own  resources,  a 
temporary  credit  of  from  £2000  to  £4000  would  amply 
BufGca  to  pat  these  matters  out  of  all  danger.  Even  the 
smallei  sum,  if  it  could  be  raised  this  or  next  month, 
would  very  well  answer,  because  I  have  every  reason  to 
expect  considerable  remittances  during  the  months  of 
November  and  December.  I  wish  you  would  look  into 
the  state  of  the  affairs  and  satisfy  yourself  about  them, 
and  James  will  show  you  a  long  letter  I  wrote  to  him 
this  momii^;  on  the  subject 

"  K  yoa  could  oblige  us  with  procuring  the  temporary 
assistance  wanted,  you  should  fix  the  price  of  the  next 
poem  yourself.  I  would  be  obliged,  however,  to  reserve 
a  half  for  Longman  and  Murray,  betwixt  them.  I  mean 
to  go  to  press  in  November,  when  I  should  expect  accept* 
ances  for  £2000,  leaving  the  balance  to  be  accepted  for 
when  the  work  was  finished.  If  this  can  be  done,  I 
should  want  no  further  accommodation  than  a  credit  for 
£2000,  betwixt  September  and  November ; — ^if  the  sale 
could  not  be  so  adjusted,  £4000  would  be  necessary.  I 
am  not  so  low  in  purse  as  I  suffer  John  Ballantjoie  to 
suppose,  having  always  kept  about  £400  or  £500  by  me 
for  a  pinch,  and  my  very  considerable  income  is  paid 
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quarterly.  If  I  speak  to  any  of  my  wealthy  frieucU,  I 
must  explain  the  whole  business.  I  should  startle  them 
to  a  certainty,  and  probably  blow  up  the  whole  busiaesa. 
But  if  you  can  set  your  shoulder  to  miDe,  to  the  extent  of 
£2000,  advanced  in  such  siuos  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
at  six  months'  date,  we  could  deposit  with  you  the  copy- 
rights on  security,  and  alao  the  copyright  of  the  new  poem. 
If  your  London  banker  would  accept  our  joint  security 
for  sach  a  sum  as  £2001}  or  £3000,  this  would  do  still 
better.  I  rather  undervalue  my  property  of  varioos  kinds, 
exclusive  of  these  copyrights  and  stock,  when  I  reckon 
my  house,  farm,  freehold,  money  lent,  and  library,  at 
£10,000,  80  yoa  would  be  pietty  anug  with  all  the  stock 
and  copyrights  to  boot ;  and  my  own  interest  witii  the 
banks  being  good,  I  could  easily  get  cash  for  your  accept- 
ances, while  I  should  think  the  idea  of  your  being  to  get 
another  poem  would  account  for  these  being  in  my  bands 
without  prejudice  to  your  own  credit  How  far,  however, 
your  situation  will  permit  you  to  embroil  yourself  in  other 
people's  matters  is  a  very  different  question,  and,  be 
assoied,  I  should  be  the  last  person  to  press  yon  so  to  do, 
though  I  am  fully  conscious  that  the  temporary  incon- 
venience is  the  only  evil  that  can  befall  you.  As  for  the 
sum  of  £6000  or  £6000, 1  have  not  the  least  occasion  for 
more  than  two-thiids  of  it  at  the  very  utmost,  and  one- 
third  will  fully  supply  my  wants.  I  shall  always  have 
the  deepest  sense  of  the  interest  yoa  have  taken  in  this 
troublesome  affair,  and  am  veiy  truly  yours, 

"Waiter  Scott." 
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To  this  letter  my  father  replied  as  follows : — 

"  Eddtbuboh,  Mtk  Avffutl  1813. 

"  Deak  Snt, — I  was  tliia  moming  favonied  with  your 
letter  of  yesterday,  aad  Messrs.  Ballantyne  have  just  now 
left  me,  after  a  long  interview  on  the  subject  of  their  affairs. 
1  have  not  yet  seen  statements,  but  Mr.  John  Ballantyne 
has  promised  to  lay  them  before  me  without  delay,  when 
I  shall  be  truly  happy  to  find  reason  to  alter  the  opinion 
which  Mr.  James  Ballantyne  transmitted  to  you  on  San- 
day,  On  the  subject  of  this  bonse  coming  under  acc^t- 
ance  at  present,  I  am  obliged  explicitly  to  assure  you  that 
our  doing  so  might  be  attended  with  the  most  injurions 
consequences  to  our  own  credit  Bearding  your  private 
fortune,  influence,  and  resources,  believe  me  I  have  no 
donbt ;  but  you  are  not  in  the  midst  of  the  mercantile 
world,  and  cannot  therefore  be  so  fully  aware  of  the  pre- 
sent, and  I  may  add  increasing,  difficulties  in  money- 
negotiations,  as  I  am,  or  I  am  convinced  you  would  feel 
completely  aware  of  the  necessity  of  a  great  exertion  being 
very  speedily  made  to  secure  a  lai^e  sum  of  money 
independent  of  your  present  and  ordinary  business  re- 
sources ;  and  I  again  repeat  my  opinion,  that  your  con- 
nexion with  and  interest  in  the  business  of  Ballantyne 
and  Co.  makes  this  a  measure  of  absolute  necessity.  A 
partial  som  of  £1000  this  month,  a  similar  sum  next,  and 
so  on,  would  keep  you  in  constant  trouble.  They  might 
be  managed  through  the  banks  here  for  a  time ;  but  allow 
me  to  impress  upon  you  that  the  risks  are  greater  than 
you  may  at  present  estimate,  and  I  need  not  add,  the  con- 
sequences which  might  follow  an  interruption  to  them. 
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Chauges  of  an  unlooked-for  natare  have  taken  place  in 
the  arrangemento  of  thiB  boxise;'  Isut,  thank  God,  its 
credit  has  stood  firm,  and  every  day  I  live  increases  the 
necesaitj  and  my  anxiety  for  its  preservation.  If  diese 
and  many  other  conaiderationB,  with  which  I  need  not 
trouble  yon  at  present,  put  it  in  my  power  to  embark  my 
credit  in  raising  the  sums  you  mention,  it  would  afford 
me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  do  bo,  but  I  am  sure  you 
would  not  expect  me  to  endanger  my  own  safety.  I  am 
sincere  when  I  assure  yon  that  I  will  serve  you  in  every- 
thing within  my  power,  but  the  only  effectaal  means 
which  occurs  to  me  for  your  immediate  relief,  is  the  sap- 
port  of  one  or  two  of  your  wealthy  friends,  in  guaranteeing 
a  London  account,  which  I  think  I  could,  with  almost 
certain  success,  recommend  to  our  own  bankers :  on  com- 
mercial paper  I  am  convinced  it  would  not  be  practicable 
at  this  time.  Any  stoppage  in  the  house  of  Bellantyne 
and  Go.  would  be  calamitoos  in  many  points  of  view,  and 
this  I  am  sure  yon  have  many  friends  to  assist  in  prevent- 
ii^.  I  have  only  time  to  assure  yon  again  how  tmly 
I  am  yoor  faithful  Mend  and  servant, 

"  Abchibaxd  Conbtable." 

Mk.  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  AsBOTBFORS,  24tA  Aitg^iU  1813. 
"  Mt  dear  Snt, — It  is  odd,  that  yesterday,  while  con- 

>-  Hr  father  hen  ref«n  to  the  MOMtiini  and  death  of  hii  pkiteer 
Mr.  Alexander  Oibaon  Hanter,  and  to  tbe  death  of  Mr.  Bobart  Cath- 
eart,  who  bad  taken  Mr.  Hunter'*  place  in  the  firm  of  A.  Conatable 
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sidering  the  plan  vhiah  you  su^ested,  it  never  occurred 
to  me  that  I  have  one  fneai  of  the  moet  undoubted  re* 
eponsibility,  -who,  I  think  and  believe,  from  the  habits 
BtM>Q  which  we  have  long  lived,  will  guarantee  my  credit 
to  a  Loudon  banker  for  a  twelvemonth  to  the  extent  of 
£4000,  and  iarUier  credit,  considering  what  I  have  in 
Scotland,  would  be  unnecessary.  I  have  written  to  bim 
to-day,  and  shall  have  an  answer  by  Tuesday,  and  I  so 
confidently  anticipate  its  being  favourable  that  I  think 
you  may  propose  the  mattw  to  your  friendly  banker  in 
London  without  very  great  chance  of  the  plan  proving 
abortive  by  the  non-accession  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch, 
whom  I  would  propose  as  my  guarantee.  Of  course,  the 
more  simple  the  security  could  be  made,  the  less  trouble 
wonld  it  give  his  Oiace,  and  if  a  simple  letter  of  guarantee 
wonld  be  admitted,  so  much  the  better.  The  time  presses, 
and  John,  firom  an  odd  and  habitual  reluctance  to  say  the 
wotsb,  is  apt  not  to  intimate  his  wants  till  the  last  pinch, 
which  has,  in  one  or  two  cases,  given  me  great  displeasure ; 
but  quarrelling  would  avail  nothing  at  present,  so  that  the 
sooner  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  made  so  much 
the  better.  I  really  have  little  doubt  of  the  Duke's 
acquiescence.  I  have  acted  as  godfather  to  his  last  child, 
and  been  considered  in  all  respects  as  an  intimate  and 
valued  connexion  of  the  family,  and  he  has  the  true  spirit 
of  a  Border  chief, 


"I  trust  to  have  his  answer  by  Tuesday;  meanwhile 
you  can  ascertain  the  disposition  of  your  banker.    This,  if 
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the  Duke  secedes,  tUI  do  much  better  than  any  idea  of 
implicatiag  you,  and  vOl  leave  time  to  think  of  a  new 
poem  at  leisure,  and  at  a  more  fortunate  juuctaie.  If 
you  write  to  London  on  receipt  of  this  you  may  have  an 
answer  1:^  Wednesday  or  Thorsday,  before  which  time  yon 
will  he  in  possession  of  the  Duke's  answer  to  my  proposal 
I  have  not  gone  further  into  particulars  than  mentioning 
my  wish  to  have  a  credit  to  the  above  extent,  to  enable 
me  to  prevent  my  copyrights  from  beii^  hastily  disposed 
of,  and  to  avoid  the  consequent  loss.  It  is  unnecessary, 
I  presume,  to  be  particular  to  the  hanker  about  these 
matters. 

"When  this  affair  is  in  a  prospect  of  arrangement, 
which  I  trust  will  be  next  week,  I  have  to  request,  as  a 
particular  favour,  that  you  will  spare  me  a  day  here  with 
the  Ballantynes,  that  I  may  explain  these  matters  more 
fully,  which  I  am  desirous  should  be  in  their  presence. 
I  would  come  to  town  for  this  purpose,  but  it  would 
interrupt  Swift;  besides,  I  wish  yon  to  see  this  place, 
and  am  very  desirous  to  thank  you  under  my  own  roof 
for  the  deep  interest  you  have  taken  in  these  unfortunate 
affaiie. 

"  If  your  London  Shylock  wants  a  pound  of  flesh,  it 
will  fall  to  James  Ballan^e's  lot  to  find  it,  for  my  pro- 
posed noble  surety  never  had  an  ounce,  and  John  Ball&n- 
tyne  as  little,  and  I  have  dwindled  sadly  under  these 
trivets  and  frights.  I  think  you  will  be  pleased  with  what 
I  have  done,  and  am  veiy  sincerely  yours,      W.  Scott." 

The  reply  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  to  Mr.  Scott's 
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application  was  immediate  ttnd  affirmative ;'  and  so  con- 
fidently had  my  lather  also  anticipated  this  result,  that  on 
the  25th  Aaguat  he  wrote  aa  follows,  to  Mr.  Scott  and  to 
Messrs.  Brooks,  Son,  and  Dixon,  bankers  in  London  : — 

"  EsiHBUitaH,  261k  Avgiut  1613. 

"  Deab  Sir, — I  have  yonrs  of  yesterday,  and  feel  much 
pleased  at  ite  contents.  I  have  written  to  Messra.  Brooks, 
Son,  and  Dixon  by  this  post,  and  have  no  doubt  of  a 
favourable  result.  I  should  think  a  simple  letter  of 
guarantee  from  the  Duke  enough,  but  these  moneyed 
people  generally  require  a  l^al  formj  if  so,  they  will 
state  what  that  is  in  their  reply. 

"  I  am  quite  glad  that  you  have  adopted  my  suggestion, 
as  the  matter  can  be  so  respectably  and  quietly  managed. 
I  will  come  and  see  you  any  time  you  like,  but  it  is  in  no 
shape  necessary  to  go  back  on  things  of  old ;  however, 
anything  within  my  power  to  assist  in  putting  matters 
to  rights  may  be  depended  on. — I  am,  etc., 

"Archibald  Constable." 

"EmtnvBGB,  SBtAJugtal  1613. 

"  GENTLEBffiN, — Our  friend  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  whose  fame 
must  be  known  to  you,  will  have  occasion  to  make  con- 
siderable payments  in  London  during  the  next  twelve 
months,  and  is  desirous  of  opening  an  accomit  on  a  prin- 
ciple similar  to  that  which  we  have  with  your  house,  on  a 
sufficient  guarantee.  The  credit  he  might  require  is  four 
thousand  pounds,  never  putting  you  in  advance,  but  re- 
>  See  Life,  vol  iii.  p.  TO. 
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mitting  to  pay  hia  drafla.  Mr.  Scotf  s  secDiity  would  be 
hia  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch  and  Qneensbetry,  which, 
we  need  not  add,  is  the  first  that  could  be  offered  in  this 
conntry.  We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending 
youz  house  to  Mr.  Scott,  and  we  write  at  his  request  h> 
ascertain  whether  such  would  be  agreeable  to  you.  Mr. 
Scott  possesses  a  good  estate,  with  a  clear  income  bendea 
of  upwards  of  £2000  per  annum,  and  wiU  conduct  bis 
transactions  on  the  strictest  principles  of  business.  We 
need  not  add  that  we  should  consider  the  accoont  as  in 
eveiy  way  respectable  and  safe, 

"  In  the  event  of  this  matter  meeting  your  approbation, 
and  should  you  have  no  man  of  business  here,  we  should 
take  the  liberty  of  en^esting  our  particular  friend  i/b. 
James  Gibson  as  a  proper  person.  Mr.  Gibson  is  agent  in 
Edinburgh  for  the  Bank  of  England,  and  a  man  of  the 
first  professional  respectability. — We  are,  etc., 

"A.  CONBTABLE  AND  CO." 


Messrs.  Brcwks,  Son,  asd  Dixok  to  Mebsbs.  Constable 
AHD  Co, 

"CkxnoxrtLuik,  28A  Jiii;m<I813. 
"  Gentlemen, — ^We  are  favoured  with  yours  of  the  26tli 
inst.,  and  fJeel  ourselves  obliged  by  your  friendly  recom- 
mendation. We  shall  hare  no  objection  to  open  an  acct. 
with  your  friend  Mr.  Scott  upon  the  same  terms  on  which 
we  transact  business  for  you,  provided  he  possesses  us  with 
bills,  or  nearly  so,  to  cover  our  acceptance,  so  that  Uie 
guarantee  you  mention  shall  be  considered  only  as  a  col- 
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lateral  security.  Id  short,  we  wish  it  to  be  understood 
tlLat  we  should  not  like  to  accept  for  any  person  to  the 
extent  you  mention  without  having  sometbir^  in  our 
possession  which  would  be  convertible  into  money  in  a 
reasonable  time. 

"  In  the  present  instance  we  beg  leave  to  eay  that  we 
have  the  fullest  confidence  in  what  you  have  stated  re- 
specting Mr,  Scott's  responsibility,  and  if  the  nature  of  his 
dealings  here  wUl  occasion  his  having  bills  to  lodge  with 
ns,  though  at  a  longer  date  than  may  be  immediately  con- 
vertible (as  in  your  own  concerns),  we  shall  have  great 
pleasure  in  commencing  a  correspondenco  with  him. 

"  In  your  next  you  will  perhaps  throw  a  little  further 
light  upon  Uie  subject,  and  if  the  guarantee  proposed  is 
taken,  we  should  be  glad  to  leave  it  to  you  to  employ 
your  own  professional  friend  to  carry  it  into  effect — We 
we,  eta,  Bkooks.  Son,amd  Ddcon." 

Mb.  Gokbtable  to  Mb.  Scott. 

"  GDiNBUiwa,  2Mi  AuguU  1S13. 
<*  Mr.  John  Ballantyne  brought  me  an  extended  state- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  both  concerns  yesterday,  which  I 
have  gone  over  with  considerable  attendon ;  but  after 
all  I  cannot  be  certain  that  the  abstract  which  I  shall 
now  give  you  is  so  satisfoctory  as  I  could  wish.  As 
to  the  printing  house  and  materials  I  could  only  guess 
at  them,  but  of  the  value  of  the  books  and  copyrights  I 
should  believe  I  have  formed  a  pretty  near  estimate  as 
follows  : — '  • 
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Stock  of  Books,  Copyrigbta  on  hand,  etc,  £18,314, 

may  prodnae             £8,600 

Debts  due  to  the  Conoeni,  £3846,  may  |«odac«  1,500 

Debt  due  by  the  Printug-office,         .         .         .  5,840 


£15,740     0     0 


Debt*  due  to  the  BoobaelliDg  concern,  beaides  atock  and   your 

advanoea,  appear  to  be  aa  follow! — 
Accepted  Billi  due  from  lat  Sept  to  April  next,  £10,750     0     0 

Bank  Credits 1,000     0     0 

Open  Accoimta, 976     0     0 

£12,786     0     0 
Pr'mUiig  Chncem. 
Both  Printing-honiei,  £2450 — materiali  miKt  have 
coet  a  large  snin,  at  a  gueai  say  worth  at  the 
present  time  £1660;  togetlier  £4,000     0     0 

Debt*  doe  to  thia  bilamew^  £1307,  chiefly  for  work 

in  progreas,  eay  may  produce     .        ,        .        1,000    0    0    | 

£5,000    0    0   . 
Agunat  which,  bendee  partners'  stock  aoconnts, 
this  bnsineaa  is  dne — 
To  the  Bookselling  concem,  £5,640     0     0 

Bank  Credits,  .         ,         .  1,800    0     0 

Hr.  Scotland,  Bond,  .         .  425     0    0 

Snndiy  Aoconnts,  .         .  320    0     0 

JE8.'88     0     0 

I  have  now  to  state  the  araoant  to  be  made 
good  by  abeolnte  engagements — 
Accepted    Bills    (these    all    payable    within   six 

months), £10,750     0     0 

Open  Accouute, 976    0     0 

Bank  Acots.,  Frintiiig-office 1,800    0     0 

Ditto,  Bookaelling  ooncent  (theee  accoants  may 
be  ke^it  open  occaaicnally,  matters  being 
qnietly  managed),             ....  1,000     0     0 

Snndi7  Acots.  due  by  Printing-ofBce,       .         ,  320     0     0 

BoDd  to  Mr.  Scotland 425     0     0 
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Now,  this  is  certainly  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  by  good  mani^;ement  the  following  may  be  brought 
in  the  coutbo  of  time  to  meet  it : — 

Books  and  Copyrights,  according  to  the  eatmiAtion 

I  have  been  Ma  to  aake  of  them,  .  £8,600  0  0 

Debta  due  to  the  BookMlling  conceiTi,  calcnlAted 

toprodnoe 1,600  0  0 

Printiug-bonaea,  etc, 4,000  0  0 

Debt*  doe  to  PiintiDg  eoncem,  caJcnlftted  to  produoe  1,000  0  0 

£IB,100    0    0 


But  near  as  these  funds  may  come  to  cover  the  engage- 
ments, I  have  DO  sort  of  idea  that  they  can  be  realized  in 
anything  lilce  time  for  the  acceptances.  The  Book- 
property  can  only  be  disposed  of  by  a  sale  to  the  trade, 
or  other  regular  means;  it  consists  of  heavy  articles, 
which  will  require  both  skill  and  management  to  make 
them  produce  my  valuation  perhaps  after  all  When  and 
how  this  most  desirable  end  should  be  brought  about 
most  be  the  subject  of  after  deliberation. 

"  I  have  every  reason  to  eipect  a  favourable  reply  to 
my  London  letter,  which  will  help  much ;  but  still,  some 
further  and  almost  immediate  supplies  wiU  be  necessary.  I 
wish,  my  dear  Sir,  I  could  have  sent  you  a  less  vexatious 
view  of  these  matters,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  rather  be 
pleased  to  know  their  extent,  and  that  in  valuing  the 
property  I  have  estimated  everything  at  what  I  really 
think  it  will  produce,  leavii^  out  of  view  every  con- 
sideration of  original  cost. 

"  As  soon  as  I  hear  &om  London  perhaps  yon  may  wish 
to  see  me  in  the  coimtry.    I  beg  you  will  just  say  what 
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will  be  ^leeable  to  you  in  this  respect,  and  my  time 
shall  be  yours.— Being  always  with  respect  moat  taithfully 
yours,  A,  C." 

Mr.  Scott  to  Ms.  Cohstablk. 

"  Abbotstobd,  Melaobe,  2Slh  Atigral  1813. 

"  My  deab  Sie, — I  am  much  obliged  by  your  fiiendly 
communication,  which  is  not  very  different  from  what  I 
apprehended  would  prove  the  practical  view  of  these 
affairs.  Sut  I  think  the  copyrights  and  debts  may  both 
turn  out  better  than  your  state  holds  out  "We  will,  how- 
ever, abide  by  your  valuation  ae  our  rule  of  conduct  for 
the  present,  which  will  prevent  disappointments.  I  do 
not  anticipate  any  great  difficulty  in  clearing  all  quietly 
and  creditably  if  the  Duke  comes  forward,  and  your 
bankers  are,  as  they  say,  ^reeabla  Oar  immediately 
applicable  funds  will  then  stand  thus : — 

1  furniali,  tnoath  of  8«pt,  .     £7S0     0    0 

Oct  and  Nov. 800    0    0 

Dec,  from  :eSOO  to  £1000 — uy 


-£2300     0     0 


Klls  preBnmed  to  be  dUconntaible  in 

the  tkbore  pariod,  .  .  £1600 

CMb'Credit,  aay       ....     8600 


-£7300 


"  With  this  provision  we  can  go  on  very  well  till  tiie 
New  Tear,  for  every  payment  is  clearing  the  credit  of  the 
Company,  and  if  no  sales  can  be  made,  which  I  apprehend 
will  prove  the  case,  a  few  hundreds  might  be  raised  at 
the  banks  until  spring — the  difference  between  the  pro- 
vision and  demands  cannot,  I  think,  exceed  from  £600  to 
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£1000,  which  will  be  then  all  that  we  need  in  the  £dia- 
bni^h  money-market.  After  the  Kew  Year  about  :C4000 
IB  due,  to  which  may  be  added  £1000,  which  I  shall  need, 
-to  be  repaid  between  Dec  and  May,  Against  this  sum 
of  £5000  we  have  debts  and  receipts  of  printing-house, 
and  I  tiiink  I  can  promise  to  replace  £1000  at  Whity.,  by 
which  period  we  will  be  clear  of  all  acceptances  and  open 
accompts  if  we  have  aoythiog  like  John's  usual  success 
in  collecting  debts — at  any  rate,  the  floating  balance  can- 
not well  exceed  £2000.  In  this  case  ample  time  will  be 
afforded  to  dispose  of  the  stock  and  copyrighte  at  the 
most  favourable  period.  For,  when  the  pressure  is  over, 
we  can  lie  on  our  oars  very  quietly  for  a  time.  I  can 
say  with  some  comfort  that  if  your  state  is  realized,  the 
loss  will  be  severe,  but  not  by  any  meana  intolerable,  and 
I  will  certainly  endeavonr  to  maintain  the  printing-house, 
which  is  a  profitable  concern,  until  some  other  partner 
shall  cast  up  for  James,  whidi  would  save  probably  a 
thousand  or  two.  It  produces  about  £1800  a  year,  which 
is  not  to  be  rashly  parted  with. 

"  I  am  very  anxious  about  my  answer  from  the  Dnka 
If  it  be  as  I  expect,  his  shoulders  are  broad  enough  to 
bear  me  through  a  deeper  stream.  The  vexation  to  me 
in  this  business  has  been  John's  sanguine  temper,  who 
perpetually  fixed  some  point  when  he  hoped  to  get  on 
-well,  and  as  regularly  disappointed  me — something  like 
the  spoiled  children  in  Princes  Street,  whose  maids  have 
to  cany  them  twenty  or  thirty  yards  in  hopes  they  will 
tiien  be  able  to  walk,  when  behold,  whenever  they  are 
set  down,  the  rickety  brats  roar  louder  than  ever,  and  will 
not  budge  a  step. 
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"  I  will  be  moat  happy  to  aee  you  when  you  have  your 
answer  from  the  bankers,  which  will,  I  presume,  be  oo 
Thursday  or  Friday.  But  I  will  write  the  instant  I  have 
the  Duke's  reply. — Youra  truly,  W.  Scott." 

At  this  stage  in  our  narrative  Messrs.  Longman  and 
Co.  were  once  more  in  the  ascendant  as  my  father's 
Loudon  coadjutors.  So  early  as  October  1808  we  are  told 
that  an  "  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,"  had  been 
formed  with  Mr.  Murray,*  who  had  for  some  time  pre- 
viously been  acting  energetically  in  concert  with  A.  Con- 
stable and  Co.,  to  their  mutual  advantc^e.  Mr.  Scott's 
dissatisfaction  with  that  firm,  and  more  especially  with 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  Edinburgh  Beview,  had 
not  been  unnoticed  by  the  London  publisher,  and,  as  Mr. 
Lockhart  says,  it  was  not  wonderful  that  a  young  book- 
seller, conscious  of  ample  energies,  should  have  watdted 
with  eagerness  the  circumstances  which  seemed  not  un- 
likely to  place  within  Iiia  own  reach  a  more  intimate 
connexion  with  the  first  great  livii:^  author  in  whose 
works  he  had  ever  had  any  direct  concern.  The  terms 
of  intimacy  on  which  Mr.  Murray  had  been  until  lately 
with  my  father's  firm,  incline  me  to  substitute  "  interest " 
for  "eagerness"  as  the  feeling  with  which  he  may  have  In- 
timately regarded  the  aspect  at  this  time  of  the  relations 
of  Constable  and  Co.  with  Mr.  Scott  He  had  taken  no 
part  in  the  events  that  led  to  it,  and  it  was  not  unnatural 
that  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  thereby 
afforded  of  a  more  direct  connexion  with  so  distinguiahed 
1  See  Life,  ToL  il  p.  247. 
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an  author ;  but  Uiis  unexpected  revolution  of  the  whed  of 
Fortune  lends  a  key  for  the  explanation  of  a  misunder- 
standing that  arose  between  Archibald  Constable  and 
Company  and  their  Mend  in  Albemaile  Street  It  was 
durit^  a  visit  which  Murray  paid  to  Scott  at  Ashestiel 
in  October  1808  that  the  establishment  of  the  London 
Quarterly  was  determined  on,  and  Mr,  Murray's  valuable 
aid  bespoken  in  carrying  out  the  plan  of  starting  a  pub- 
lishing firm  in  Edinbni^h  with  political  views  more  con- 
sonant than  those  of  Constable  and  Co. 

The  Quarterly  Beview,  as  all  men  know,  had  dis- 
tinguished success,  but  the  friendly  alliance  between  Mr. 
Murray  and  the  Messrs.  Ballantyne  terminated  abruptly 
within  the  period  predicted  by  Mr.  Hunter  in  his  letter 
to  my  &ther  of  3lBt  May  1809,'  and  in  a  manner  that  left 
no  door  of  reconciliation.  I  have  elsewhere  adduced  evi- 
dence that  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Murray  and  niy  father 
survived,  though  it  must  have  staggered  beneath  the  shock 
of  opposing  interests ;  but  the  loss  of  Mr,  Murray's  active 
and  effective  service  doubtless  led  to  the  establishment  in 
London,  by  A.  Constable  and  Co.,  of  the  fiim  of  Constable, 
Hunter,  Park,  and  Hunter,  which  after  a  brief  existence 
was  dissolved,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Park, 
the  only  efficient  man  who  could  be  spared  to  superin- 
tend it 

In  these  circumstances  another  coalition  became  de- 
sirable, and  was  once  more  effected  with  Messrs.  Long- 
man.     After  my  father's  reconciliation  with   Mr.   Scott 
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in  1813,  he  wrote  bs  follows  to  that  firm  on  4th  Septem- 
her: — 

"Deab  Sies, — I  have  just  returned  ftom  a  visit  to 
Abbotsford/  and  address  you  at  Mr.  Scott's  request 

"  You  aie  aware  that  Mr.  Scott  has  retained  shaies  in 
the  copyiigbts  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  and  Bokeby, 
besides  holding  an  interest  in  some  of  the  most  consider- 
able undertakings  of  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  which  he  wishes 
by  and  bye  to  dispose  of ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  com- 
mand of  a  sum  of  money  would  be  of  great  service  in 
comfortably  bringing  these  matters  to  a  oonclusiob.     At 

*  In  compliance  with  Mr.  Scott's  invitatioii,  my  fatiier  TimteA 
Abbotaford,  and  while  still  there  received  the  following  commanic^ 
tion  from  hii  pkrtoer,  written  kt  the  urgent  initknee  of  their  w*nne«t, 
■teadieat,  and  moat  prudent  friend,  Mr.  Gibaon,  afterwaida  Sir  June* 
Gibeon-Craig,  But. : — 

"  EDtNBDitOB,  2d  Septan.  1813. 

"  Mt  dkar  Sib, — Yon,  I  dareaaj,  will  be  Huipriaed  at  thia  letter, 
but  I  haTe  jnat  had  a  long  interview  with  a  good  friend,  J.  O.,  who 
deairei  me  to  write ;  if  it  ia  too  late  I  cannot  help  it,  but  I  «n  «orry 
to  say  he  disapproves  entirely  of  the  Longman  and  Co.  tecnrity  on  our 
part,  and  moat  strenuously  and  earnestly  advJaea  that  yon  do  nothing 
till  yon  oome  to  tiowu,  and  the  matter  ia  talked  over  with  some  of  onr 
trienda.  Eia  opinion  is  founded  solely  on  oar  own  safety,  for  I  grieve 
to  say  that  the  main  matter  ii  talked  of,  and  be  haa  heard  of  it  from 
several  (inartera,  and  hia  opinion  is  that  all  muat  come  out  soon. 
Ton  are  quite  aware  of  hi*  gloom  on  the  subject,  I  know,  wad  it 
ireigha  with  me  to  a  considerable  extent ;  for  if  we  da  anything  that 
will  loae  hia  good  opinion  it  will  not  be  aoon  made  op.  I  aud  all  I 
ooald  to  him,  but  hia  desire  was  that  I  should  lose  not  an  instant  in 
letting  you  know  thaae  drcnnutanees.  The  chanoe  ia  that  matters 
are  arranged  before  this  reaches  you ;  but  if  otiienrise,  pray  try  and 
protract  if  it  is  at  all  practicable.  ...  I  oould  fill  thia  sheet,  but  am 
afraid  of  alarm  from  a  long  letter. — I  am  always,  my  dear  Sir,  yonis 
most  trtdy,  E.  Caskll." 
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the  present  moment  Mr,  Scott  is  not  desiroiis  of  parting 
with  the  shares  he  holds  in  hia  own  works,  and  I  think 
he  is  right  in  holding  them.  He  will  publish  a  new 
poem,  at  least  it  is  his  present  intention  to  do  so,  about 
the  end  of  nest  year,  or  early  in  1815 ;  and  it  gives  me 
much  pleasure  to  say  that  his  wish  is  that  the  whole 
maoagement  of  the  same  should  be  in  onr  hands  and 
yours.  On  this  subject,  as  well  as  Mr.  Scott's  future 
literary  plans,  I  have  just  had  the  moat  satisfactory  and 
agreeable  communication  possible. 

"  I  need  not  tell  you  that  we  have  all  a  deep  interest 
in  Mr.  Scott's  success,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  an 
account  with  a  London  banker  would  be  a  most  respect- 
able and  quiet  way  for  him  to  conduct  some  of  his  present 
and  necessary  cash  transactions.  I  wrote  accordingly  to 
Messrs.  Brooks  and  Co.,  who  readily  agreed  to  open  it. 
I  believe  I  explained  to  you  the  nature  of  oui  account 
with  that  house,  but  as  Mr.  Scott  was  not  possessed  of  a 
sufBcient  amount  of  accepted  bills  (which  is  our  deposit), 
he  proposed  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  as  a  guar- 
antee, his  Grace  having  agreed  to  be  so  for  the  sum 
required ;  but  Messrs.  Brooks  and  Co.  rather  wished,  in 
addition  to  this  guarantee,  to  have  a  deposit  of  accepted 
London  bills,  though  at  long  dates.  The  object  now  is  to 
get  the  necessary  acceptances,  which,  through  your  aid 
and  friendship,  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  accomplished. 
The  extent  of  the  assistance  Mi.  Scott  now  wants  is  about 
£3600,  and  it  has  occurred  that  if  you  will  grant  bills  for 
that  sum,  to  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Brooks  and  Co., 
we  would  give  you  a  letter  of  guarantee  for  a  proportion 
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of  this  sam,  say  one-half  of  it,  in  order  to  secure  both  yon 
and  lis.  Mr,  Scott  agrees  to  convey  over  his  half  share 
of  the  copyright  of  The  Lady  of  the  Lake,  Eokeby,  and 
the  whole  of  that  of  a  new  poem,  the  price  of  which  to  be 
afterwards  fixed.  Tour  bills  would  be  used  in  no  other 
way  than  as  a  deposit  in  the  bankers'  hands ;  our  bills 
would  not  answer  in  the  hands  of  our  own  bankers  in  an 
accommodation-account  opened  at  our  request.  The  bills 
will  be  required  at  nine,  twelve,  eighteen,  and  twenty-four 
months,  and  as  Mr.  Scott's  wants  are  only  tempoiaiy, 
Uiey  will  be  token  np  at  maturity  without  any  advance 
either  on  your  part  or  ours,  and  if  you  have  no  objection, 
one-half  of  the  amount  should  be  drawn  by  the  firm  of 
Ballantyne  and  Co.  I  have  no  doubt  we  might  find  it 
our  interest  hereafter  to  be  possessed  of  all  Mr.  Seotf s 
copyrights,  and  I  have  as  little  doubt,  from  the  footing  on 
which  matters  now  stand,  that  this,  as  well  as  the  price 
of  the  new  poem,  will  be  arranged  in  terms  mutually 
agreeabla  You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  everything 
stands  between  Mr.  Scott  and  Messrs.  Ballantyne  on  the 
footing  of  the  greatest  cordiality.  I  left  Abbotsford 
yesterday.  Mr,  Scott  was  to  write  to  you  himself  by  this 
day's  post  on  the  subject  of  the  present  letter.— I  am,  etc. 
"  Abchbald  Constable." 

Messrs.  Longman  to  Mb.  Constablk 

"LoHDOH,  Stjit  9th,  1813. 
"  Deab  Sib, — ^We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th 
inst,  and  as  Mr.  Eees  will  soon  reach  Edinburgh,  we  will 
in  the  meantime  consider  the  matter,  and  put  him  in  pos- 
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a  of  ooi  views  of  the  subject,  as  we  cannot  previously 
come  to  say  decision. 

"  We  are  favoured  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Scott  this 
morning,  and  we  propose  writing  him  to  the  same  effect, 
and  believe  us,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

"LOHGIUN  AMD  Co." 

Mb.  Scott  to  Mk.  Constable. 

"  Abbotbiobii,  I4tA  Sfjit.  [1S13]. 
"  De&b  Cohstasle, — I  have  your  letter,  and  one  to  the 
same  effect  from  Messrs.  Longman.  All  I  can  say  of  the 
matter  is,  that  if  they  do  not  come  handsomely  forward, 
we  must  look  elsewhere  for  Loudon  publishers,  and  snch 
may,  I  should  think,  be  found.  But  as  they  can  hardly 
be  said  to  run  "any  great  risk,  I  think  it  likely  that  Long- 
man and  Co,  may  come  in,  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to 
you  to  let  me  know  when  Bees  comes  to  town.  I  will 
probably  have  a  visit  from  hint — Tours  truly, 

"  W.  Scott." 

Mr.  Comstablb  to  Mr.  Scott. 

"Edikb,,  25<%pr.  1813. 
"  My  deab  Sib, — Mr.  Bees  arrived  h^e  on  Thursday 
evening.  I  had  some  conversation  with  him  yesterday 
on  the  subject  of  the  London  account,  and  ^ain  this 
morning.  He  is  to  write  to  his  partners  about  it  by  this 
post,  and  will  have  their  final  answer  in  course.  From 
what  dropped  from  Mr,  R,  I  can  see  that  they  are  very 
anxious  not  to  increase  their  engagements  at  present,  from 
their  vety  heavy  stock ;  and  in  case  of  a  Ttfiaal,  my  part- 
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ner  and  I,  siuce  TeBtorday,  liave  been  in  cogitation  how 
money  can  be  had  independently  of  the  London  aceonnt 
altt^ether,  and  ve  have,  I  am  happy  to  say,  bo  &r  suc- 
ceeded, if  the  plan  shall  meet  your  ideas.  We  find  that 
£3000,  or  even  £5000,  can  be  had  immediately  on  what 
is  called  a  redeemable  annuity,  on  a  bond  by  yourself 
and  the  Buke  of  Bucdench;  that  is,  a  bond  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  annuity,  which,  for  £6000,  would 
be  from  five  to  six  hundred  a  year ;  the  bond  redeemable 
on  paying  six  months'  annuity  in  advfmce  at  any  time; 
This  would,  I  think,  be  a  most  snug  way  of  getting  hold 
of  the  cash ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  sale  of  part  of 
the  stock,  and  aid  of  a  new  Foem,  would  enable  you  most 
comfortably  to  get  quit  of  it  without  paying  many  years' 
premium.  The  common  interest  of  such  a  lovi  would, 
you  know,  be  £250.  I  write  in  great  haste  for  the  post, 
and  perhaps  not  very  intelligibly,  but  I  can  explain  it 
&rther  if  necessaiy.  I  thoi^ht  yon  would  be  anxious, 
and  did  not  wish  a  post  to  leave  Ediubuigh  witboat 
telling  you  the  result  of  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Sees, 
who  will  write  himself.  He  knows  nothing  of  coarse  of 
this  new  plan. — Yours,  A.  C." 

The  following  letter  carries  us  back  to  a  mode  of  losing 
money  now  forbidden  by  an  enactment  of  the  law ;  but 
practised  in  those  days  by  peer  and  peasant,  and  by  the 
soberest  citizens,  both  lay  and  clerical :' — 

'  The  aUunon  ia  here  to  »  lottery  ticket  Co  Noy.  13  Mr.  Scott 
wrote  M  follow*  from  Abbotsford  to  Mr.  John  BallAiitjnie ; — ''  I  think 
I  will  make  one  ost  for  fortone  and  buy  a  lottery  ticket.  Will  yon 
■end  for  one  to  SieTewright'a  office,  and  u  yon  are  not  Teiy  lucky,  I 
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Ms.  Scott  to  Mr.  Conbtable. 

"  Abbotsfobd,  6  Nooembtr  1813. 

"  Mt  dgab  Sm, — I  embrace  your  proposal  to  stand  to 
half  the  chance  of  the  ticket,  and  two  haJves,  aod  we 
will  see  how  luck  will  favour  us.  I  shall  be  in  town 
upon  the  12th,  and  settle  the  bill  for  Dame  Fortune's 
faTOurs.  For  my  own  part  I  can't  much  complain  of  the 
good  ladj,  having  had  my  own  share  of  luck  in  this  world, 
though  we  cannot  expect  it  should  be  always  smooth 
water. 

"  I  see  your  Catalogue  flaming  in  frtmt  of  the  papers, 
which  I  daresay  will  be  a  great  treat  to  amateurs,  and 
come  well  in  to  Jiangel  John's  opening  campaiga  We 
hod  the  finest  season  here  that  was  ever  known. — Believe 
nu  very  truly  yours,  W,  Scott." 

Such  letters  aa  those  just  given  show  that  the  relations 
between  Scott  and  my  father  had  resumed  a  fiiendly 
aspect;  and  as  evidence  that  those  with  the  Messrs. 
BallaniToe  were  not  less  amicable,  I  shall  quote  here  a 
letter  from  each  of  the  brothers,  which  could  not  have 
been  written  to  a  man  whose  goodwill  they  had  any  reason 
to  doubt.     John  Ballantyne,  by  my  father's  advice,  had 

would  nther  Mib.  BaUsatyne  or  jonr  mother  took  the  trouble  of 
buying  it  Hun  jaa,  aa  the  dootriue  of  chanoei  viU  be  more  in  their 
favoar.  Or  perhapa  if  Mr.  Conatable  ia  walking  that  way,  he  will 
make  the  porchaae.  I  ahonld  have  acme  confidenoa  in  Aw  good  ttata. 
The  lottery  begina  drawing  aa  to-morrow.  Nothing  elaa  occon  except 
that  yon  ahonld  bMt  yonr  braina  abont  getting  in  debta  and  telling 
aome  stock  if  poatible.  Snrely  mattera  moat  now  In  looking  rather 
better." 
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started  as  sn  auotioaeer,  an  occupation  for  which  his 
quick  intelligence  and  lively  wit  eminently  qualified  Mm, 
besides  hia  knowledge  of  books,  and  taete  in  the  fine  arts, 
to  which  departments  of  the  calling,  I  believe,  he  chiefly 
if  not  altogether  limited  hia  views.  On  the  21th  April 
1814  he  writes  to  my  father: — 

"  Trimitt,  24A  April  1814. 

"  Deak  Sik, — I  hope  you  are  enjoying  yourself  now 
where  yon  are,  in  tJie  centre  of  all  the  sources  of  enjoy- 
ment, mental  and  corporeal,  with  a  king  for  your  compeer, 
a  purse  as  large  as  your  liberality,  and  filled  to  your  wisb.^ 
I  only  desire  to  be  one  of  your  patty. 

"  Very  little  has  occurred  since  you  left  us.  Dr.  Sosb'b 
books,  from  the  competition  of  tiie  libraries,  an  additional 
and  considerable  purchaser  in  Mr.  Fe^;uson  of  Baitfa,  and 
some  other  causes,  have,  in  general,  sold  greatly  beyond 
expectations,  and  since  I  have  been  at  them,  I  have 
received  for  sale  no  fewer  than  tkree  other  libraries, — one, 
that  of  Mr.  Kinian  Hill;  the  second,  great  part  of  Btyce's 
stock ;  and  the  last,  an  extremely  good  collection  at  Hope 
Park,  belongu^  to  a  Mr.  Naesmyth,  an  advocate,  and  a 
Dr.  Naesmyth,  both  dead.  I  am  greatly  puzzled  therefore 
what  to  do.  It  is  surely  a  bad  time  to  sell  at  present,  and 
'  a  certain  person  "  has  taken  it  into  his  old  white  hat  and 
green  jacket  that  my  going  to  London  just  now  would 
work  out  our  redemption.     Great  efforts  are  making  to 

I  My  father  wu  >t  thu  time  in  London,  in  compMijr  with  the  Rev. 
John  Fleming  of  CraigB,  psriah  miniater  ot  Colinton,  known  among 
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iatrodnce  the  knowledge  of  the  Edinbui^gh  Annual  Register 
into  Fiance,  where,  it  seems,  the  appetite  for  political 
information  is  q^uite  lavenous,  and  the  stndy  of  English 
nniTersal.  It  is  conceived  that,  once  inti-oduced,  I  might 
get  rid  of  great  part  of  this  heavy  stock  lay  ezchai^  in 
Paris,  and  that  the  Prencb  books  I  should  thus  acquire 
would  £nd  an  immediate  sale  in  this  country,  if  brought 
over  soon,  and  before  the  country  was  inundated  with 
them,  which  it  is  almost  certain  to  be.  What  do  you 
think  of  this  ? 

"  I  spent  part  of  yestetday  afternoon  with  Mr.  Cadell, 
at  his  brother's,  where  there  was  a  gentleman  just  from 
France,  who  thought  (with  Mr.  Cadell  also)  the  project  a 
good  one ;  and  he,  in  particular,  assured  me  the  demand 
for  good  English  books  in  Paris  was  most  extraordinary. 
What  think  you  of  my  selling  for  Naps  and  Louises  two 
or  three  hundred  seta  Edinbuigh  Eeview  and  Encyclo- 
pffidia.  Swift,  etc.  ?     There  is  sap  Mn  it. 

"  If  I  must  put  off  these  sales  (which  I  think  I  could 
bring  about)  my  business  would  be  to  set  out  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  meet  you  in  town,  where,  if  nothing  else  were 
done,  I  could  make  a  few  exchanges,  and  satisfy  the 
person  who  is  bo  instant  I  shall  go.  I  can  manage  the 
coba  with  very  little  aid.  I  beg  you  to  write  in  course  of 
post 

"  Downs  is  going  on  as  usual,  taking  a  canister  of  black- 
guard every  day.  He  generally  calls  at  the  sale-room 
daily  to  play  off  a  volley,  but  I  have  not  seen  much  of 
him  otherwise,  as  I  take  no  invitations  out  during  my 
)  Qntere :  Ii  thit  kn  abbrGviatioii  of  aapia^a  f 
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a&le,  if  I  can  help  it.  Your  most  reputable  coadjutor 
Cadell  looks  well,  is  keen  and  lively,  and  alwa^  at  his 
post.  He  has  insisted  for  a  debit  on  my  private  fortune 
to-motrow,  and  he  must  have  it  The  fellov  knows  as 
well  by  the  cut  of  my  jib  when  I  have  cash  in  my  casket, 
as  a  physician  knows  by  the  pulse  when  a  man  has  a 
plethora. 

"  I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  gentleman  I  met  yester- 
day firom  France  offered  me  most  useful  introductions,  one 
to  Ferigot's  house,  where  he  ia  known.  But  I  could 
obtain  others  from  a  quarter  you  wot  of  that  would  do  my 
business  in  that  respect  effectually. — I  am  ever,  dear  Sir, 
your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

«  John  Ballanttne." 


To  this  my  father  replied  as  follows  : — 

"  LoKiMN,  S8IA  Apra  1814. 

"My  deab  Sir, — I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of 
Sunday,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  Dr. 
fioss's  library  has  sold  so  well  As  you  have  asked  my 
opinion,  I  shall  frankly  tell  you  that  I  consider  the  season 
past  for  selling  any  other  collection  in  Edinburgh  to 
advantage  at  the  present  time;  and  I  would  take  the 
liberty  of  recommending  yon  to  delay  bringing  forward 
any  of  the  libraries  yon  mention  till  the  commencement 
of  your  winter's  campaign,  when  I  hope  you  might  publish 
a  Catalogue  equal  at  least  in  extent  to  that  which  b^an 
your  career. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  number  of  the  Edinburgh 
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Annaal  Begister  might  be  sold  on  the  ContiDQnt,  but  I  am 
not  qnite  certain  ■whether  you  ought  to  start  for  Paris  at 
the  present  tima  The  whole  world  appears  crowding 
to  that  quarter,  and  I  have  been  told,  on  pretty  good 
authority,  that  there  is  no  getting  beyond  Calais  for  want 
of  conve^nces.  The  expense  of  living  in  Paris  is  also 
dreadfully  high.  I  heard  it  hinted  the  other  day  that 
some  of  OUT  friends  here  have  a  person  already  in  Paris, 
but  for  this  I  have  no  good  authority.  Had  it  been  at  all 
convenient  for  me  to  have  remained  absent  from  Edin- 
burgh an  additional  six  weeks,  I  should  probably  have 
attempted  the  journey  myself — not,  however,  fix>m  the 
hope  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  business  at  the  present 
moment  (when  things  must  be  in  such  a  state  of  bustle),  but 
for  the  purpose  of  aacertaining  on  the  spot  what  trafBc  is 
likely  to  be  hereafter  carried  on  to  advantage  in  our  com- 
modity. I  should  certainly  have  been  very  cautious  in 
my  dealings,  and  I  am  quite  of  your  opinion  that,  eie 
loi^,  we  shall  have  a  perfect  inondation  of  French  litera- 
ture, in  which,  at  least  for  the  present,  I  feel  no  ambition 
to  speculate. 

"  The  trade  here  is  certainly  better  than  last  year,  but 
the  American  market  being  stiU  shut  out  operates  veiy 
serioualy.  If  you  have  closed  your  auction  for  the  season, 
I  should  think  you  might  do  something  here  by  way  of 
exchange,  and,  as  yon  are  a  light  and  rapid  traveller,  you 
might  be  tempted  to  cross  the  Channel,  and  take  a  peep 
at  Monsieur.  In  this  case  I  would  recommend  you  to 
transmit  Jock  to  meet  you  at  Calais  with  the  grey  pony ; 
but  you  have  now  no  chance  of  seeing  your  friend  the 
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Wee  Man,  as  I  caaoot  consent  to  youi  following  his 
fortunes.  Provided  yon  leave  Mr.  Cadell  in  good  hmnour, 
I  have  only  to  add  that  70a  may  command  my  services. 
— Best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Ballantyne,  and  believe  me, 
my  dear  Sir,  very  fiiithfiilly  yours, 

"  Abchibald  Constable." 

Three  montha  later  Mr.  Jamea  Ballantyne  writee  as 
follows,  and  thongh  I  have  no  evidence  that  his  request 
was  complied  with,  I  have  little  doubt  that  it  was  so : — 

Mr.  Jahes  Balunttne  to  Mb.  Constable. 

'■  Esbso,  17M  Jidv  1614. 

"  My  dea£  Sik, — ^I  am  going  to  ask  a  considerable 
fovoui  from  you,  but  I  shall  not  tax  your  patience  by 
any  apology ;  indeed,  what  apology  but  the  old  one  have 
I — necessity  1 

"  About  two  years  since,  when  I  little  foresaw  the 
train  of  painful  circmnfitances  which  have  since  happened, 
I  contracted  a  debt  for  wine  with  Robertson  the  iron- 
monger, to  the  amount  of  £75  odds ;  and  about  six 
months  ago  I  gave  him  my  bill,  at  three  months,  for  the 
amount.  When  it  fell  due,  I  wished  him  to  renew  the 
bill,  which,  in  an  evil  hour  for  me,  be  did — taking  my 
acceptance  in  exchanga  He,  as  you  know,  has  fiuled  in 
the  interval,  so  that  both  sums,  amonnting  to  £150,  are 
now  due. 

"  At  the  time  when  this  unlucky  debt  was  contracted  I 
conceived  myself  well  entitled  to  purchase  the  wine ;  for 
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I  had  a  good  printing  baeiness,  and,  to  my  ignorant  eye, 
everything  seemed  prosperous  in  the  bookselling.  Neither 
John  nor  others  complained,  and  I  limited  my  attention 
to  my  own  immediate  department  Now,  however,  that 
things  have  tmned  out  so  contrary  to  expectations,  when 
every  draft  is  like  bo  much  blood  from  the  veins,  I 
acknowledge  that  I  feel  insuperable  aversion  to  make  this 
misfortune  known  to  the  partners.  It  would  engender 
gloom  and  dissatisfaction,  and  perhaps  even  remonatrance 
and  censure,  which,  conscious  I  do  not  deserve  them,  I 
should  find  it  very  difficult  to  bear  with  patience.  My 
great  and  anxious  object,  therefore,  is  to  pay  these  two 
bills  without  touching  the  business  funds,  and  to  enable 
myself  to  do  so  by  severe  and  steady  economy  for  the 
next  two  years.  But  still  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  borrow 
the  cash  in  the  meantime  ; — and  now  conies  my  uncere- 
monious application  to  you.  Will  you,  my  dear  Sir, 
accommodate  me  with  the  sum  in  questioa  for  twelve 
months  ?  I  ask  it,  not  as  a  man  of  business  from  another 
man  of  business,  but  (if  after  all  that  is  come  and  gone  you 
will  permit  me  so  honourable  a  distinction)  as  friend  from 
friend.  A  bill  at  six  months,  renewable  for  six  months 
more,  wonld  answer  the  purpose ;  and  it  would  be  a  favour 
which,  in  the  particularly  irksome  circumstances  of  the 
case,  wonld  impress  me  with  the  liveliest  gratitude.  The 
repayment  of  the  money  would  be  a  poor  repayment  of 
the  kindnesa 

"  However  you  may  answer  this,  I  should  esteem  myself 
much  obliged  by  your  keeping  the  application  to  yourself 
and  Mr.  Caddl     I  have  not  mentioned,  and  shall  not 
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mention,  it  to  John.  I  may  add,  as  an  additional  embar- 
rasement,  that  I  advanced  Joubert,  the  little  pleasant 
Frenchman,  £30,  which,  alas  I  is  gone  to  France — or  the 
devil,  for  all  I  know.  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  anything 
about  it. 

"  Perhaps,  my  dear  Sir,  yon  think  me  not  onceremomoos 
only,  but  something  worse,  in  making  this  application. 
And  indeed  there  are  not  many  men  to  whom,  in  the 
circumstances,  I  would  have  ventured  it.  But  I  know 
you  to  be  generous,  and  above  harbouring  the  least  trace 
of  angry  feelings  which  you  have  ouce  discarded.  I  shall 
not,  however,  be  surprised  if  you  should  decline  obliging 
me ;  and  in  that  case  I  can  only  request  you  to  forgive 
this  liberty — a  very  painful  one  to  me. 

"  If  you  answer  me  by  return,  I  could  make  convenient 
arrangements  here  respecting  the  cash, 
■  "  Again  foigive  me,  and  believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  your 
ever  faithful  and  obl^d  friend  and  servant, 

"  James  BALLABnrNE." 
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W«Tetley--BnpplBiD«rt  to  Bnojclopadli,  ArtinlN  on  ChlwJiywid  tbe  Drani» 
— Memoiia  of  the  SomerrillM,  etc— Tonr  In  Ughthonse  Yacht — The 
Lord  of  the  Ulea — Death  of  the  Duke  of  BuccloDch — "  AccoDunodation." 

Sm  WaITEE  Scott  tells  us  in  the  General  Preface  to 
hifl  Novels  that  the  opening  chapters  of  Wavorley  were 
written  at  Ashestiel  in  1806.'  For  five  years  these  seem  to 
have  lain  n^lected,  perhaps  fo^tteu ;  but  in  September 
1810  we  find  them  in  the  hands  of  James  Ballantyne  for 
critical  opinion,  and  we  may  presume  that  his  judgment 
was  not  sufSciently  satisfoctory,  as  the  work  was  f^n 
laid  aside  until  1813.  "looking"  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  ns, 
"into  an  old  cabinet  in  search  of  some  fishing-tackle, 
Scott's  eye  chanced  to  light  once  more  on  the  Ashestiel 
fragment  He  read  over  those  introductory  chapters, — 
thought  they  had  been  undervalued,  and  determined  to 
finish  the  story."  ^  Before  the  12th  of  January  1614  Mr. 
Erskine  had  read  the  greater  part  of  the  first  volume, 
"  and  expressed  his  decided  opinion  that  Waverley  would 
prove  the  most  popular  of  all  hia  friend's  writings."' 

On  this  early  portion  of  the  work  being  shown  to  my 
father,  he  at  once  detected  the  author,  and,  after  a  few 
days'  consideration,  offered  £700  for  the  copyright,    Mr. 

>  See  life,  voL  iiL  p.  82.  *  See  Lile,  voL  iii.  p.  124 
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Lockhart  expresses  his  opinion  t^t,  inadequate  as  this 
sum  may  now  appear,  in  the  eiiating  state  of  novel- 
literatnie,  the  offer  was  a  liberal  one.  Mr.  Scott,  however, 
declared  that  if  the  novel  should  prove  unsuccessful  the 
sum  vas  too  great,  and  too  small  in  case  it  ahotdd  succeed. 
It  was  ultimately  decided  that  author  and  publisher  should 
equally  divide  the  profite,  and  the  first  edition  of  Waverley 
appeared  anonymously  ou  the  7th  of  July  1614.  The 
impression  consisted  of  1000  copies,  which  disappeared 
within  five  weeks  after  publication.  A  second  followed 
immediately,  of  3000  copies,- — -a  third  and  a  fourth,  each 
of  1000  copies,  appeared  in  October  and  November  of  the 
same  year.^ 

To  show  how  resolute  from  the  first  Scott  was  in  insist- 
ing on  the  preservation  of  his  inct^nito,  I  quote  the  fol- 
lowing passage  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gadell,  in  which  he 
writes,  on  being  asked  by  James  Ballantrue  his  opinion  of 
"  a  certain  novel :" — "  I  gave  it,  and  it  gave  great  satis* 
faction.  I  stated  also,  as  confirmit^  ow  good  opinion, 
that  we  would  give  a  handsome  sum  for  it.  He  said : 
'  That  you  can't  do,  for  you  say  it  will  be  found  out,'  to 
which  I  answered  by  stating  my  opinion  that  it  would 
itself  tell  tales.  He  replied  nearly  as  follows  : — '  The 
author,  some  weeks  ago,  in  speakiog  on  this  point,  most 

1  •'  To  aroid  recurring  to  theae  deteili,  I  vai.j  at  well  itkto  at  oaae, 
that  a  fifth  edition  of  1000  copies  ^)pBared  in  Jannary  1815  ;  a  aixth, 
of  ISOO.  in  Jane  1816  ;  a  aeventb.  of  2000,  in  October  1817  ;  an  eighth, 
of  2000,  in  April  1821  ;  that  in  the  oollectivfl  editions,  prior  to  ISSff, 
11,000  were  disposed  of ;  aodtlut  the  aale  of  the  ennent  edition,  with 
notes,  begun  in  1629,  baa  already  reached  40,000  co^ea.  Well  might 
Constable  regret  that  be  bad  not  Tentnred  to  offer  £1 000  for  the  whole 
cc^tyrtght  of  Waverley ! " — life,  toI.  iii.  p.  298. 
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aternly  said  that  he  would  deny  it  to  the  last;  but  if 
it  was  decidedly  and  fairly  brought  home  to  him,  -not 
another  akeet  should  he  printed  0/  it  during  his  liff' 
BaUantyne  added  his  sincere  legcet  at  not  having  made 
yon  acqnaiBted  with  this  circumstance,  and  requested  me 

to  do  BO." 

Mr.  Lockbart  tells  us  that  there  was  a  considerable 
paose  between  the  finishing  of  the  first  volume  of  Waver- 
ley  and  the  beginning  of  the  second,  in  consequence  of 
my  fotber  having  "  earnestly  requested  "  Scott  to  under  - 
take,  for  the  Supplement  to  the  Encycloptedia,  the  articles 
on  Chivalry  and  the  Drama,  and  that,  "  anxious  to  gratify 
the  generous  bookseller,  he  at  once  laid  aside  his  tale 
until  he  had  finished  the  two  essays."  ^ 

In  this  year  also  (1813)  my  father  published  Mr. 
Scotfs  edition  of  the  Memorie  of  the  Somervilles,  in  two 
octavo  volumes,  and  '  Bowland's  Letting  off  the  Humours 
of  the  Blood  in  the  Head  Veins,'  reprinted  in  smalt 
quarto,  from  the  edition  of  1611,  annotated  by  the  same 
editor. 

'  8m  Ijfe,  ytA.  iii.  p.  I2B. — The  article  on  the  Drama  was  not  Snr- 
niahed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Encyalopndia  until  the  oIom  of  1818.  On 
4ha  19th  November  in  that  year,  Mr.  Cadell  wrote  m  followi  to  my 
father  : — "  Mr.  Scott  irhm  here  yesterday  wm  regretting  the  poae 
Drama  had  pnt  this  part  of  the  Supplement  to,  and  i^  he  conld  have 
done  it  in  a  fortnight.  When  T  mentioned  thii  to  Napier  (who  jnit 
called  with  the  announcement  for  21tt  Dec.  as  Mr.  9.  went  oat),  he 
waa  moat  anzioas  to  try  and  get  a  abort  article  from  him  on  the  aub- 
jeot.  I  went  to  him  aboat  it,  and  on  my  atating  the  nrgenoy  of  the 
caae  he  mo«t  cheerfolly  agreed  to  do  a  ehort  article  in  time  for  it  All 
he  said  waa.  It  will  (top  eomethiug  elae  a  little ;  but  if  yon  mnat  have 
it,  yoD  moat  hare  it.  He  waa,  he  aaid,  very  bniy  when  I  called,  and 
I  ttrosgly  laapectad  for  B.  M." 

VOU  III.  D 
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It  was  in  tlie  autuiaa  of  1813,  vhile  still  acxioos  on 
acconnt  of  his  publishing  firm,  and  busy  with  the  closing 
volumes  of  Swift,  that  Mr.  Scott  renewed  negotiations  with 
my  father  for  the  sale  of  the  copyright  of  a  new  poem. 
The  Lord  of  the  Islea,  which  title  had  heen  adopted 
instead  of  The  Nameless  Glen,  as  originally  proposed ; 
and  on  the  lOth  July  1814  he  writes  from  Abbotsford  : — 
"  I  hare  almost  settled  to  take  the  tour  of  Scotland  and 
the  Isles  in  the  sloop  belonging  to  the  Korthem  Light 
Commissioners.  You  shall  hear  of  the  resnlt,"  and  on  the 
22d  July,  as  follows : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  told  you,  when  yoo  made  a  very  fair 
offer  for  The  Lord  of  the  Isles,  that  I  would  think  of  it 
and  reply  when  my  materials,  etc,  were  somewhat  ar- 
ranged. I  have  been  busy  with  this  matter  since  I  was 
here,  and  I  really  think  that,  with  the  advante^  of  my 
proposed  tour — when  we  are  to  visit  everything  curious 
ftom  Fife-Ness  to  Greenock,  whether  on  continen:t  or 
island,  I  may  boldly  set  considerable  value  on  the  fruit  of 
my  labours.  I  mention  this  because,  I  assure  you  lankly, 
I  would  not  be  more  grieved  at  disappointment  on  my  own 
account  than  on  yours.  I  therefore  propose  to  close  with 
your  terms  for  half  the  work,  you  giving  Longman  the 
offer  of  an  equal  share  with  you,  for  I  owe  this  bouse 
too  much  kindness  to  leave  them  out  The  price  to  be 
1500  guineas,  settled  by  such  acceptances  as  will  suit  our 
mutual  convenience,  which  can  be  arranged  on  my  com- 
ing to  town  I  wish  to  leave  things  straight  behind  me, 
and  sail  upon  the  27th,  nnless  delayed  by  the  wind.  I 
should  therefore  wish  to  see  you  on  Tuesday  morning 
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about  eleven  o'clock,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  call  at 
the  shop.  Tlie  poem  will  go  to  press  almost  immediately 
on  my  retuTD,  and  be  out,  as  I  conceive,  in  January  at 
latest. 

"  I  mentioned  to  yon  the  wei^ty  reasons  I  have  for 
retaining  a  moiety  of  this  copyright,  and  I  assure  you 
all  good  jockeys  choose  that  their  rider  should  have  beta 
depending  upon  the  issue  of  the  race.  Upon  this  moiely 
I  only  wish  to  have  half  profits  accepted  for  on  publica- 
tion at  such  a  date  as  will  meet  your  own  returns  &om 
the  bookseUers, — yon  and  Longman  managing  the  whole 
your  own  way, 

"  In  other  circumBtances  I  should  certainly  have  stipu- 
lated a  contii^ent  advant^e  in  case  of  such  success  as 
The  Lady  of  the  Lake;  but  you  have  been  kind  and 
Mendly,  and  kindness  and  ftiendship  will,  I  hope,  never 
be  thrown  away  upon  me.  I  assure  yon  I  shall  be 
del%hted  that  you  make  a  right  good  thing  of  it.  Be 
pleased  to  send  me  a  Une  to  Castle  Street  on  Monday, 
stating  whether  this  sketch  of  an  agreement  meets  your 
views.  I  think  it  is  so  like  your  own  that  it  leaves  little 
to  be  Settled  between  us.  I  shall  be  there  by  three 
o'clock,  and  yon  can  say  if  it  is  convenient  for  you  to 
meet  me  on  Tuesday. 

"  Abbotsfwd  is  looking  beautiful,  but  I  am  stOl  annoyed 
with  workpeople.  I  trust  it  will  be  swept  and  garnished 
against  my  return. — Believe  me  very  truly  yours, 

"  Walter  Scott." 

Two  of  the  conditions  suggested  by  my  father  were 
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objected  to  by  Mr.  Scott  in  the  following  letten,  and 
subsequently  set  aside : — 

"July  27,  1814. 

"  My  deab  Sir, — I  re-eoclose  the  missives,  which  do 
not,  in  two  particulars,  quite  meet  my  meaning.  In  the 
first  place,  although  I  do  not  foresee  the  least  chance  of 
any  change  in  my  continuing  to  employ  your  house  as 
agents  for  my  moiety,  yet  I  cannot  with  any  prudence 
bind  myself  specially  to  do  so  in  all  time  coming,  or 
under  all  circumstances  which  may  occur  in  the  manifold 
changes  of  life.  At  the  same  time,  I  would  not  wish  to 
derange  your  calculations;  and  therefore  I  think  you 
will  be  safe  by  a  positive  bargain  as  to  all  the  editions 
which  may  be  published  during  the  years  1816  and  1616 
— which  will  probably  he  a  good  many ;  nor  have  I  the 
least  idea  of  anything  occurring  to  induce  me  to  change 
this  arrangement  afterwards;  only  it  would  render  my 
property  much  less  valuable  should  it  at  any  time  be  sold, 
either  in  my  life  or  after  my  death,  if  it  was  clogg'd  with 
a  positive  obligation  to  use  any  house  as  agent  exclusively. 
The  other  circumstance  I  have  to  notice  is,  that  Long- 
man's house  will  probably  think  the;  ought  to  have  half 
of  the  whole  bargain,  that  is  half  of  the  agency,  as  well 
as  the  property.  Should  you  wish  any  time  to  consider 
this  matter,  the  baigain  may  be  limited  to  one-half  of 
the  poem,  and  the  rest  left  to  stand  till  my  return.  There 
is  a  good  deal  in  the  reasons  you  urge,  and  if  Longman's 
people  were  to  be  satisfied,  I  am  sure  I  would  be  content 
But  I  doubt  they  will  not  consider  themselves  as  well 
used ;  and  you  know  I  have   powei'ful  reasons   (besides 
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their  uniform  handsome  coaduct)  for  not  disohliging  them.' 
By  limiting  the  agency  to  every  edition  of  the  poem  vhicb 
may  be  published  in  1816  and  1816,  which  yon  can  do 
by  an  interlineation,  No,  t  will  quite  auit  my  idea  of  the 
tiansactioa  If  you  can,  by  any  bargain  with  L.  and  Co., 
get  off  the  10  per  cent,  in  this  case,  which  i  would  think 
very  fair,  I  should  be  very  well  pleased 

"  I  keep  the  bills,  as  there  is  no  dai^ei  of  our  differing; 
and  when  you  return  me  No.  i.,  with  limitations,  I  will 
send  you  the  acceptance. — Yours  truly, 

"W.  Scott." 

•"THUBSDAy,  2St&  Jii^  1814. 
"Deae  Sie, — After  takii^  a  night  to  think  of  it,  I 
think  we  must  necessarily  abide  by  No.  L  I  would 
willingly  oblige  you,  but  the  risk  of  disobliging  our 
friends  in  the  Eow,  which  they  would  probably  only 
express  negatively,  yet  feel  veiy  sensibly,  is  not  to  be 
encountered.  Even  your  fiiendship,  trammelled  aa  you 
are  by  other  engagements  in  the  printing  way,  could  not 
remedy  the  inconvenience  that  might  arise  itom  our 
friends  admitting  any  of  those  feelinga  of  jealousy  at  a. 
preference,  to  which  the  trade  are  so  particularly  open. 
They  possess  the  power,  and  have  uniformly  shown  the 
inclination,  to  be  steady  friends,  and  I  would  wish  them 
to  see  that  I  consider  them  as  such.  I  will  never  want 
opportunities  enongh  (of  which  one  haa  lately  occurred)  to 
be  of  some  use  to  Edinburgh,  but  in  London  it  is  only  on 
an  occasion  of  this  kind  that  my  fiends  will  look  for 
some  mark  of  my  remembrance. 

1  Tha  employmeat  bf  iSettn.  Loagtnui  of  Junei  BkllantTiie  and  Co, 


.d  by  Google 


M  SIR  WALTER  BCOTT. 

"  I  need  not  sa;  hov  macli  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  traiiE- 
fer  the  bond  from  1 2  to  6  per  cent  Indeed,  I  trust  to 
be  able  to  cleat  o£f  a  large  part  of  it  next  Whitaunday.' 

■  The  boAt  Tooki  ftt  tbe  pier  of  Leith, 

The  wind  blowi  bUthely  dowa  the  terry ; 
The  ihip  ridei  at  the  loch  of  Keith, 
And  I  Dunn  neither  itop  nor  tftny.'  * 

"  W.  S." 

The  following  letters,  written  during  his  voyage  by 
Mr.  Scott  to  Mi.  James  Ballantyne  and  my  father,  will  be 
read  with  interest : — 

To  Mr.  Jakes  Ballahttne. 

"  KiRKiTALL,  Obxitkt,  13^  Augvtt  1814. 

"  Deiar  Jaueb, — I  have  hitherto  accomplished  toy  voy- 
age very  well  among  these  longh  seas,  and  with  ;no  very 
favourable  weather.  We  have  seen  all  that  is  remarkable 
in  Shetland,  and  arrived  here  yesterday.  I  was  rather 
surprised  not  to  find  a  letter  from  you,  but  presume  it 

>  "  A*  Scott  pueedUirDQghEdiabDrgh  on  hit  retnm  from  hi*  voyage, 
the  negotimtian  m  to  The  Lord  of  the  lale*,  which  had  been  protnkcted 
throng  eereral  monthc^  wu  completed — Couatable  sgreeiDg  to  give 
fifteen  hnndred  gninesa  for  one-half  of  the  copyright,  while  the  other 
moiety  wai  retained  hj  the  anthor.  The  sqiii  mentioned  bad  been 
offered  by  Constable  at  an  early  stage  of  tbe  affair,  bnt  it  waa  not 
nntil  now  accepted,  in  coa*ecinetioe  of  the  earnest  wish  of  Scott  and 
Ballantyne  to  saddle  the  publisher  of  the  new  poem  with  part  of  their 
old  'quire  atock,' — which  Constable,  however,  ultimately  persisted  in 
refnaing."     See  Life,  vol.  iiL  p.  29S. 

*  This  stanza  will  be  recognised  as  a  ready  adaptation  of  a  veraa  in 
Bums's  fine  lyric,  "  Oo  fetch  to  me  a  pint  o'  wine  : " — 
"  The  boat  rocke  at  the  pier  o'  Le[th, 

Fo'  load  the  wliid  blawi  fiae  the  fetry, 
The  abip  ridea  by  the  Berwick-Law, 
And  I  maun  tears  my  bomiie  Hsry." 
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may  be  in  next  post,  in  which  caae  I  may  yet  receive  it 
I  have  seen  some  of  the  grandest  and  most  tremendous 
sea-Bcecery  in  the  world,  without  mote  inconvenience 
than  rtmgking  it  a  little  in  the  rain  and  spray,  and  occa- 
sional sickness,  bnt  only  when  the  weather  has  been 
severe  and  the  ship  rolling  very  moch.  I  have  not  fonnd 
it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  your  remedy.  We  leave 
this  place  to-night,  bnt  shall  have  such  letters  as  may 
arrive  on  Monday  forwarded  after  us  to  another  part  of 
the  island  of  Pomona  by  express.  After  this  I  shall  be 
out  of  cry  until  I  reach  Torloisk.  I  suppose  you  have 
already  written  to  me  to  Mis.  Maclean  Clephaoe's  care ; 
if  not,  that  direction  will  be  too  late  after  this  reaches 
yon,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  write  without  a  day's 
delay  to  me  to  the  care  of  Colonel  MacNeil,  Carskey, 
CampbelltowQ.  Always  remember,  your  letters,  may 
likely  miscarry,  and  express  yourself  accordingly;  and 
in  answering  this  letter,  suppose  it  likely  that  I  may  not 
have  received  your  former  letters. — I  remain  yours  very 
truly,  Walter  Scott." 

To  THE  Same. 
"  LiQHTKOosi  Yacht,  opt  DmtsTArvNAG^ 
NKAR  Oban,  1«(  Sept.  1814. 

"  Deab  James, — I  am  here  after  a  very  pleasant,  though 
occasionally  a  stormy,  voyi^e ;  but  we  have  seen  everything 
that  is  curious,  and  much  that  is  seldom  seen  or  heard  of. 
We  have  now  circumnavigBted  the  greater  part  of  Scot- 
land ;  to-day  we  stand  across  the  narrow  channel  for 
Ireland,  to  visit  the  Gianfs  Causeway,  which  is  the 
ultimate  object  of  our  voyi^e.    After  this  we  return  to 
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Greenock,  to  which  place  be  so  Idiid  ae  to  address  me, 
Pod-ojice,  to  remain  till  called  for.  In  do  respect  &il 
to  do  this  by  return  of  post.  I  conclude  I  shall  be  at 
Greenock  in  eight  days,  but  say  by  the  lOth  or  12th  at 
furthest,  and  shall  then  come  to  Edlnbni^h.  I  conclude 
yon  have  written,  by  my  former  direction,  to  the  care  of 
a  gentleman  near  Campbelltown,  -which  letter  I  ahall  not, 
however,  receive  for  two  or  three  days.  I  found  no  letter 
for  me  at  Torloisk.  Make  my  service  to  Mr.  Constable, 
and  tell  him  I  am  not 


"  I  suppose  John  ia  by  this  time  off  and  nearly  returned, 
and  trust  yon  have  been  managing  with  address  in  his 
absence. — Tours  in  haste,  Walter  Scott. 

"  I  shall  be  ready  to  start  strong  in  iceiury,  if  that  will 
do  good." 

To  Mr.  James  Ballanttne. 

"6lh  September  [\S14]. 
"Dear  Jahes, — I  got  your  two  letters  this  morning, 
and  a  very  friendly  one  from  our  friend  Constable  to  the 
same  purpose.  I  am  very  sorry  for  these  perplexities, 
but  am  always  less  vexed  with  those  for  which  a  good 
reason  can  be  assigned  than  when  things  run  on  a  heap 
without  reasonable  cause  or  due  information.  We  are 
now  off  Campbelltown,  but  in  a  sqnaUy  day,  with  the 
wind  right  against  us. 

'  See  Bobert  Bqtdi'b  Epiatle  to  CudoDsll,  inqniring  after  Captaiu 
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"8(ft[1814]. 

"  I  could  not  get  tliis  ashore  at  CampbelLtown,  the 
weather  being  very  roi^h.  We  have  since  been  in  a 
calm,  and  made  no  vay  almost  at  all  At  length,  how- 
ever, ve  are  vithin  two  miles  of  Greenock,  and  I  judge 
it  best  to  send  this  oS  immediately,  to  say  I  shall  be  at 
Edinburgh  to-morrow,  by  dinner-time,  and  will  take  my 
bee&teak  in  St.  John  Street,  if  not  inconvenient  for  yon, 
of  which  yon  will  apprise  me  by  a  line.  I  shall  find 
probably  a  letter  for  me  at  Greenock,  which  I  shall  not, 
however,  answer,  nnleae  it  contains  something  reqnirii^ 
instant  despatch. 

"  The  blow  I  received  some  days  since  &om  the  unex- 
pected tidings  of  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleach  has 
given  me  such  a  shock  as  made  me  very  inaensihle  to 
other  had  intelligence.  I  have  little  doubt  of  getting 
things  arranged,  though  of  course  D.  and  S.'b  &ilure  will 
occasion  great  loss  and  additional  inconvenience.  Yon 
had  better  ask  Constable  to  dine  with  us." 

To  Mb.  Constable. 

"  LiuHTSomi  Yacht,  oft  Cakpbklltowk, 
6th  8^.  1S14. 
"  My  dear  Sib, — I  had  your  iavour  this  morning,  and 
am  particularly  obliged  to  yon  for  your  kindness  in  writ- 
ing. I  trust  thrae  will  be  no  great  difficulty  in  arranging 
the  matters  you  mention,  as  they  are  now  so  much 
narrowed  in  compass  as  to  be  manageable,  and  the  ulti- 
mate security  of  every  kind  is  now  superabondant  But, 
of  course,  at  such  a  pinch  as  this,  there  may  be  some 
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pl^ue  and  trouble ;  but  fot  all  our  aakea,  our  lively  little 
friend  must  ie  carried  through.  I  am  writing  within  sight 
of  Campbelltown,  but  in  a  heavy  squall,  so  that  I  have 
to  secure  my  paper  with  one  hand,  and  write  as  I  best 
can  with  the  other,  and  I  trust  to  get  my  letter  ashore  to 
the  post-office  with  one  to  J.  B.,  from  whom  I  heard  to 
the  same  purpose  as  from  you.  I  shall  send  him  some 
means  of  answering  any  present  pressure,  in  case  I  should 
find  it  impossible  to  get  to  Edinburgh  by  the  10th,  whidi 
however  is,  I  trust,  very  unlikely,  as  I  hope  to  be  at 
Greenock  or  Ayr,  as  the  wind  will  best  serve  me,  to- 
morrow. "We  have  had  a  most  delightful  and  instructive 
voyage,  and  have  visited  eveiytiiing  that  is  curious  in  the 
Scottish  Isles  &om  Shetland  to  Islay,  not  to  mention  the 
Giant's  Causeway  on  the  Irish  coast,  which  we  saw 
yesterday.  So  I  trust  we  shall  be  very  soon  ready  to  go 
to  press  with  The  Lord  of  the  Isles.  I  am  glad  our  little 
love-begotten  babe'  walks  briskly,  thoi^h  without  the 
advantage  of  a  father's  name.  I  trust  we  may  give  him 
a  brother  or  sister  in  summer. 

"  I  confide  in  your  assistance  in  helping  to  keep  things 
straight  till  I  can  get  to  the  helm  upon  the  11th  or  12th. 
I  have  no  eacumbrances  which  can  prevent  my  getting 
things  squared  with  a  little  assistance,  and  this  you  may 
rely  upon  implicitly.  I  cannot  write  more  than  the 
needful  at  present,  being  much  distressed  with  the  un- 
expected and  most  melancholy  incident  at  Dalkeith,  which 
I  only  heard  two  days  since  at  Dr.  Eichardson's,  at  Port- 
rush  in  Ireland.    You  may  guess  what  a  dreadful  shock 

'  W«rerley. 
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it  was.    Eveiythiag  is  flying  about  the  vessel  in  such  a 
Btyle  that  I  must  dose  abruptly. — Yours  very  truly, 

"  Walter  Scott. 
"  There  are  no  horses  to  be  had  at  Campbelltown,  others 
wise  I  would  take  that  mode  of  traveUiug ;  but  I  think 
we  cannot  miss  getting  either  to  Greenock  or  Ayr  very 
Boon. 

"  Postscript,  Sth  SeptemisT. — We  could  not  send  this 
letter  ashore  for  the  stormy  weather,  and  have  since  been 
pestered  with  calms,  hnt  we  are  now  about  to  land  at 
.  Greenock,  so  that  I  shall  be  in  Edinburgh  to-morrow  by 
dinner-tima  We  find  we  have  been  once  or  twice  very 
near  an  American  cruiser — a  capture  would  have  been  a 
pretty  job  1  I  did  not  send  any  enclosure  to  J.  B.,  as  I 
shall  be  so  soon  at  home — within  a  few  hours  after  you 
have  this." 

To  "Wit.  Jahbb  Ballahttne. 

"  0.'4  BOAKb  THX  Stbamboat  bbtwbkn 
QbABOOW  AHD  Grkehook,  Thmtdaff,  0  o'doot. 

"Mt  dbak  James, — I  received  all  your  letteia  at 
Greenock,  and  in  consequence  of  the  last  resume  my 
intention  of  spending  one  day  at  Killermont  and  return- 
ing' with  onr  Mend  W.  Erskiue.  I  cannot  at  present 
write  explicitly  on  business,  but  highly  approve  of  what 
you  have  done,  and  have  no  fear  whatever  of  the  results. 
'  Time  and  I,'  says  the  Spanish  proverb,  '  against  any  two.' 
I  will  not  therefore  dine  with  you  to-morrow,  but  rather 
wish  you  to  breakfast  with  me  on  Sunday,  or  to  call  on 
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Saturday  night  about  seven  or  eight  o'clock.  I  wiah  I 
could  as  easily  wash  my  deep  sorrow  out  of  my  mind  ha 
I  can  dismiss  the  appteheualona  of  the  loss  of  world's 
geeu" ;  but  I  am  most  deeply  distressed  indeed  on  account 
of  the  generous  and  noble  survivor,  and  the  more  than 
kind  friend  whom  I  have  lost — Tours  ever, 

"W.  Scott."' 

It  is  matter  of  continual  regret  to  me,  and  of  incon- 
veuience  in  the  performance  of  my  present  duty,  that  I 
have  not  had  access  to  the  letters  and  other  business-books 
of  Archibald  Constable  and  Company  after  the  year  1811,  as* 
I  am  thereby  precluded  from  giving  a  complete  view  of 
many  interesting  transactions ;  but  I  do  the  best  I  can 
with  the  materials  at  my  disposal,  and  trust  to  indulgence 
from  my  readers  for  the  imperfect  performance  So  early 
as  1806,  one  year  after  Mr.  Scott  had  become  the  partner 
of  Mr.  James  Ballantyne,  I  find  three  acknowledgments, 

1  Iq  a  lotter  to  Mr.  Hoiritt,  dftted  ]4tk  Sqitembat  18U,  SooH  Oiu 
■llnde*  to  this  iateraatiDg  voyage.  Mid  to  th«  poem  whoM  localitiee  he 
theo  Tinted : — 

"  I  win  Bhortly  mention  tbe  triiin  of  onr  voraga,  reaerving  puticn- 
l*f«  till  naother  day.  We  oiled  from  Leith  and  Bkirted  the  Soottiah 
coaat,  Tuiting  the  Bullen  of  Baohsn  and  other  remarkable  objecti — 
weot  to  Shetland — thence  to  Orkney — from  tbeiice  roand  Cape  Wrath 
to  the  Hebrides,  making  deaceata  everywhere,  where  there  waa  aoy- 
thing  to  be  aeen — thenoe  to  Lewis  and  the  Long  Island — to  Skje — to 
lona — and  so  forth,  lingering  among  the  Hebrides  as  long  aa  we  could. 
.  .  .  My  principal  employmeat  for  the  autumn  nill  be  redncing  the 
knowledge  I  have  acquired  of  the  looalitiea  of  the  islands  into  scenery 
and  atage-room  for  The  Lord  of  the  lalea,  of  which  renowned  romance 
1  think  I  hare  repeated  some  portiona  to  you.  It  was  elder  bom  thui 
Bokeby,  thongh  it  gave  place  to  it  in  pabUahing."  See  lite,  voL  iiL 
p.  292. 
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such  aa  the  following,  of  accommodation  granted  by  my 
father  to  their  finu  ; — "  We  have  received  this  day  yoiir 
acceptance  for  £184,  vhich  /with  much  gratitude  we 
acknowledge  to  he  given  for  our  accommodation,  and  that 
no  value  had  been  furnished  by  us  for  its  amount"  How 
far  this  system  was  extended  I  have  not  the  means  of 
knovring,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  was 
continued  until  the  memorable  breach  in  1808,  and  it  was 
certainly  resumed  in  1813,  ao  soon  as  that  breach  had 
been  healed.  The  following  letters  of  Mr.  Scott,  with  one 
from  John  Ballantyne,  to  my  &ther,  all  written  within 
a  few  weeks  after  the  return  from  the  Hebrides,  bear 
vritness  to  the  close  attention  Mr.  Scott  gave  to  the 
conduct  of  aCTaits,  and  for  that  reason  they  are  quoted, 
tbongh  in  the  absence  of  the  correspondence  that  led  to 
them,  and  which  they  ehcited,  only  an  imperfect  view  is 
afforded  of  the  transactions  to  which  they  relate. 

"Abbotsfobd,  ntk  Stpt.  [1814:]. 

"  Deab  Sib, — 1  received  your  letter,  and  whatever 
might  be  the  disappointment,  I  never  could  seriously 
think  of  resenting  what  you  do  &om  a  necessaiy  attention 
to  yoor  own  interest.  Indeed,  whatever  is  to  hurt  or  run 
great  risk  of  hurting  you,  cannot  serve  me  as  matters 
stand.  Aa  all  these  acceptances,  however,  without  any 
important  exception,  are  for  value  of  one  kind  or  other,  I 
hope  they  will  be  gradually  withdrawn  from  the  circle 
since  otherwise,  in  future  transactions  between  us,  whioh 
are  likely  to  be  large,  this  mass  of  paper  will  inconvenience 
us  alL     I  wish,  if  it  were  not  too  much  trouble,  Mr. 
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Cadell  and  Johu  Ballantyne  would  make  a  note  of  the 
dates  at  which  these  bills  fall  in,  and  where  they  are 
lying,  marking  the  Swift  bills  8o  far  as  not  already  renewed 
to  the  full  date.  Of  course  all  sorts  of  mutual  accommo- 
datious  will  be  afforded,  but  it  would  be  satisfactoiy  to  see 
the  currency  of  these  engagementa  This  is  the  more 
necessary,  because,  although  I  cannot  urge  you  to  do  what 
is  out  of  course  for  my  accommodation,  and  although  I  am 
equally  anxious  to  give  every  accommodation  even  where 
I  need  acceptances  in  regular  couiee  of  business,  yet  yon 
must  be  aware  that  in  my  circumstances  at  present  I  will 
need  to  draw  upon  yon  (or  rather  J.  R  will  do  so)  for  the 
SomerviUe  Memoirs,  or  a  moiety,  which  would  do  better, 
as  Sees  and  you  can  settle  it ;  also  for  balance  of  author's 
profits  on  W.,  of  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  promise  me 
a  statement,  which  I  piesume  wOl  run  from  £360  to  £300, 
or  thereabout ;  aud  lastly,  for  the  profits  of  a  moiety  of 
Lord  of  the  Isles  when  published.  I  do  not  mean  to 
press  for  acceptances  on  the  account  of  the  two  first 
articles  earlier  than  the  beginning  and  middle  of  October, 
and  I  believe  I  can  manage  to  have  them  cashed,  if  at 
short  date,  without  going  to  the  Ediubui^h  market  In 
the  meantime  I  have  applied  for  some  cash  to  the  Bank  of 
Scotland,  which  I  believe  I  shall  get,  to  put  by  present 
demanda 

"  I  hope  James  Ballairtyne  is  ready  for  the  Poem,  aa  I 
shall  wish  it  to  go  to  press  instantly.  I  find  I  can  get 
it  out  by  Xmas,  which  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  all 
concerned.  I  think  it  should  be  advertised  without  an 
hour's  delay — "The  Lord  of  the  Islea :  a  Poem  by  Walter 
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Scott,  Esq.'  This  might  he  made  as  public  as  you  please, 
and  aa  soon,  as  it  will  put  a  different  face  upon  our 
transactions.  I  have  made  ap  ray  mind  to  do  my  best 
npOQ  it,  and  I  thank  God  that  did  I  need  (as  who  does 
not  t)  a  lesson  of  patience  nnder  the  disappointments  and 
struggles  of  life,  I  should  find  it' in  a  friend  at  no  great 
distance,  who  is  bearing  distress  of  a  much  deeper  nature 
with  the  most  manly  fortitude.  I  shall  beg  to  bear  from 
you  when  yon  have  a  little  time,  and  request  you  to  let 
me  know  whether  commercial  matters  are  looking  better, 
whether  Waverley  sells,  and  so  forth. — Believe  me,  dear 
Sir,  youra  very  fiiithfully,  Walter  Scott." 

"  ABBoreroBK,  Sith  Sept.  [1814]. 
"Deab  Sib, — I  wrote  you  some  time  ago,  mentioning 
that  I  wonld  have  occasion  to  draw  upon  yon  for  balance 
due  on  Waverley,  and  now  do  so  at  six  months  for  £300, 
holdii^  myself  and  the  next  edition  accountable  for  any 
over-draught  As  I  tmst  1  shall  be  able  to  keep  all  my 
demfmds  on  your  house,  during  these  times  of  perplexity, 
within  the  rules  of  business,  I  hope  I  am  not  now  exceed- 
ing them.  Times  of  mutual  accommodation  will,  I  doubt 
not,  return;  at  present  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  square, 
and  have  no  doubt  of  yonr  punctuality.  At  the  same 
time  I  assure  you,  and  have  in  some  respect  endeavoured 
to  show  it,  that  I  retain  full  sense  of  the  trouble  you  have 
bad  in  our  affairs.  I  wonld  write  a  longer  letter,  but  I 
fear  I  encroach  npon  your  time,  as  I  have  not  bad  the 
pleasure  to  hear  from  you,  which  I  impute  to  the  business 
of  this  snxioua  period.     It  will,  I  know,  give  yon  pleasure 
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to  leani  I  have  got  the  accommodation  I  viahed—  I 
remain,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  Waltee  Scott. 

"  AXBOTBFOBD,  91k  OcL  1814. 

"  Dear  Sm, — 1  was  duly  favoured  with  your  obliging 
letter,  with  state  of  Waverley,  which  is  quite  satisfactory. 
I  observe  1  have  overdrawn  about  £36.  Presuming 
the  expense  of  advertising  will  be  somewhat  less  on  the 
third  edition,  the  profits  divisible  will  be  above  £440  to 
each  party ;  now,  my  pressing  occasions  will  oblige  me  to 
anticipate  £400  of  this  by  a  draft  on  yon  at  six  months, 
which  as  the  book  will  be  out  in  a  fortnight  and  is  a 
ready-money  article,  would  not,  I  know,  in  the  general 
case,  be  at  aU  inconvenient  to  yon.  In  these  hard  times, 
however,  it  may  be  that  this  may  not  quite  suit  you,  in 
which  case  I  can  suit  my  convenience  by  disposing  of 
copies  at  sfde  price  to  the  extent  of  £440,  being  the 
author's  interest  in  this  new  edition  ;  but  then  the  pur- 
chaser woold,  I  suspect,  desire  a  more  effectoat  share  in 
future  editions,  and  might  besides  materially  interfere  with 
your  sale.  This  yon  will  consider,  believing  at  the  same 
time  that  it  is  only  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  my 
situation,  making  it  absolutely  necessary  to  me  to  realize 
my  funds  one  way  or  other,  which  occasions  my  offering 
an  alternative  of  this  nature,  and  that  I  will  have  the 
greatest  regret  in  at  all  interfering  with  your  interest  in 
this  work,  either  now  or  hereafter.  I  have  desired  John 
Ballantyne  to  talk  to  you  about  this  matter,  in  case  any- 
thing can  be  bit  upon  which  may  suit  us  both. 

"  Somerville  is  finished,  and  I  presume  delivered.     I 
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h&ve  a  claim  upon  you  for  one-half  print  and  paper,  and 
Longman  for  the  other,  which  can  be  adjusted  later  in  the 
month,  if  this  present  businees  is  closed. — Believe  me, 
dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly,  Walter  Scott." 

Mr.  Jomi  Ballanttne  to  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co. 

"  Prdiou  Steect,  Saturday,  ISth  Oct.  1814. 
"  Deas  Sibs, — I  am  unwilling  to  intrude  on  your  time, 
or  to  harass  you  with  the  old  t*ile  of  our  frequently  ra- 
cnrring  difficulties,  although  now  so  near  the  shore  ;  but 
I  am  just  returned  Irom  the  south,  where,  after  everything 
having  been  done  that  could  be  done,  I  am  BtUI  £310 
short  of  payii^  sums  due  on  Tuesday  and  tiie  19th. 

"  In  the  long  and  disagreeable  conversations  which 
occuired  on  the  apparent  impossibility  of  procuring  this 
sum,  in  mentioning  my  friend  Ainalie's  absence,  on  whom 
therefore  we  could  not  depend  for  any  part,  it  fell  from 
me  what  I  had  done  for  you  the  24th  last  month,  viz., 
found  you  at  an  hour's  warning  about  £400,  being  £100 
in  cash  for  a  week,  and  the  balance  by  bill  at  three  months 
for  that  term^-on  which  our  friend  contends  that  we  (bis 
security  being  included  in  our  engagements)  are  fairly 
warranted  to  request  a  similar  obligation.  These  are 
terms,  however,  on  which  /  do  not  consider  myself 
entitled  to  ask  a  favour  of  the  kind,  on  accoimt  of  the 
personal  obligations  I  owe  to  your  bouse;  and  should 
the  circumstance  be  utterly  inadmissible  1^  you,  I  b^ 
that  you  will  write  me  such  a  lett«r  as  I  may  send 
to  my  principal,  to  exonerate  me  for  his  bills  coming 
back,  as  I  am  really  wearied  in  mind  with  being  so 
VOL.  ni.  B 
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bandied  about,  and  so  dead  tii-ed  with  my  jonmeys, 
on  a  little  exhausted  horse,  that  I  can  do  no  moie. 

"  It  appears  to  me,  it  I  am  correct — and  I  would  wish 
to  he  so,  as  the  statetnent  must  go  with  your  letter — that 
our  name  (of  course  his)  is  pledged  as  acceptors  to — 

8t)i  Mtrcb,  9  mot. £341     2    0 

„       12moL 341     0     0 

„       ISiDos. 341     0     0 

And  two  bills  of  wbioh  yon  got  back  the  memdtu.  from 

me.  Hid  did  not  retarn,  kbont  600    0    O 

£1620     0     0 
beridei  tb«  24th  September  one. 

YoQ  ue  pledged  for  m         .         .  £200     0    0 

.         .  189  IS     0 

.         .  293  19     0 

640     0     0 

"  Mr.  S.'8  own  bills,  and  the  transference  of  two  to  our 
and  Jas.  and  Co.'s  names,  on  renewal,  I  do  not  take  into 
the  list  of  ei^t^ments,  of  course,  which  I  have  to  repay, 
as  he  might  as  well  have  paid  them,  or  negotiated  them, 
with  another  house  as  with  ours;  and  we  have  been 
merely  used  as  the  medium  for  procrastinating  the  date 
of  their  ultimate  payment. 

"  Can  you  stead  us,  therefore,  in  this  £310,  by  a  part 
loan  in  cash  till  the  end  of  the  month,  and  acceptance 
(for  us  to  retire  when  due)  for  the  balance,  or  otherwise 
as  yoa  incline  ?  If  not,  I  trust  you  will  be  very  specific 
to  me  in  your  terms  of  refusal,  as,  on  ray  credit  and 
veracity,  there  is  due  on  the  18/19  a  dft  of  S.'s  £2S0,  and 
£104,  £300,  and  £42,  ISs.  4d.  to  three  other  quarters, 
which  cannot  (having  already  been)  be  renewed  in  time, 
for  which  I  am  £310  short ;  and  I  shall  pay  none  of  them 
unless  I  can  pay  all 
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"  I  hope  you  will  give  this  a  part  of  Sunday's  considera- 
tioQ,  and  recollect  your  own  stake  indirectly  in  the  concern 
should  80  great  literary  talent  be  dishonoured.  With  your 
disgust  to  the  measure  I  can  heartily  sympathize,  but 
having  done  all  in  my  own  power,  and  ridden  off  about 
four  inches  of  skin,  I  shall  not  make  myself  further 
miserable  in  the  matter. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  ever  sin- 
cerely yours,  J.  Balulhtyke. 

"  I  went  to  Kelso  immediately  on  getting  the  £400 
Waverley  bill,  which  was  cashed  without  a  moment's 
hesitation." 

Me.  Scott  to  Messes.  Constable  and  Co. 

"  ABBoraroRi),  IM  Oct.  1814. 
"  Dear  Sihb, — I  had  your  letter  with  the  list  of  bills, 
which  is  quite  satisfactory.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  BaUan- 
tyne  to  call  upon  you  and  make  the  renewals  in  the  way 
that  your  convenience  and  the  &cilities  of  discount  render 
most  advisabla  I  presume  it  may  be  advisable  to  trans- 
fer part  of  the  credit  due  upon  the  three  Swift  bills  to 
some  of  the  others,  so  as  to  get  the  whole  out  of  the 
market  so  much  sooner.  But  of  this  you  mercantile 
gentlemen  are  best  judges.  I  have  many  reasons  for 
vrishing  to  have  these  transactions  as  much  as  possible 
under  my  own  eye,  and  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  apply  to 
me  directly  when  the  least  dilemma  occurs.  I  think  I 
stated  in  my  last  letter  distmcUy  that  I  had  uot  the  least 
intention  of  giving  you  any  trouble  in  the  way  of  accom- 
modation, for  which,  indeed,  I  do  not  foresee  I  shall  have 
the  least  occasion ;   our  present  and  future  agreements 
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are,  of  course,  r^nlated  by  their  own  terms,  and  I  shaU 
be  at  all  times  moat  desirona  that  you  should  derive 
benefit  from  them  corresponding  to  the  advant^e  you 
have  afforded  us  by  assisting  credit  duiing  the  last 
twelvemonth.  I  state  this  very  distinctly,  because  I  wish 
you  to  be  convinoed  of  it.  The  accompt  of  Waverley  is 
very  properly  given,  and  I  trust  we  will  have  more  t* 
settle  on  the  same  terms.  I  trust  little  odds  and  ends 
will  cover  the  10  per  cent  which,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  a 
general  arrangement  with  your  London  ^ents.  I  expect 
Mr.  John  Murray  here  in  a  day  or  two,  which  trifling 
circumstance  I  mention  to  put  yon  upon  your  guard 
against  any  gossip  your  brethren  in  the  trade  are  very 
active  in  setting  afloat.  His  visit  relates  to  matters  in 
which  my  Edinburgh  friends  have  not  and  cannot  have 
any  concern. — I  remain,  dear  Sirs,  your  obedt  servant, 
"  Walter  Scott." 
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— Bisken  KmoEutrato— J>eatli  of  Mn.  Coiutaljls— Lettn 
ftvm  Mr.  Oibaon — Loodon  Sale— Hon  diMriug  pit«pects~ Mr.  John 
Caratoin— Ony  UanoeriDg  pnbliihcd  in  London— Device  for  getting  rid 
of  heavy  stock  of  John  BilUntyne  and  Co.— Paul's  Letters  to  his  Kine- 
folk— The  Field  of  Waterloo— 'riie  Antiquary —The  First  Series  of  Telea 
of  Uy  I^Ddlord  {Old  Hoitelity  and  The  Black  Dwarf)  published  by 
Heaais.  Murray  and  Blackwood. 

The  eecession  of  Mr.  Hunter  from  the  finn  of  Constable 
and  Co.  in  1811,  and  the  death  of  his  successor,  Mr. 
Cathcart,  in  the  following  year,  withdrew  a  large  portion 
of  that  capital  which,  with  rapidly  increasing  husiness, 
was  always  becoming  more  necessary  for  its  comfortable 
management ;  and  the  following  extracts  from  correspon- 
dence between  my  father  and  Mr.  Cadell  indicate  that  the 
film  had  been  seriously  embarrassed  by  the  extent  of  accom- 
modation afforded  to  Mr.  ScotU  Xhey  found  it  necessary, 
for  the  time  at  leasts  to  restrict  their  "  aasistiug  credit." 

Mb.  Cadsu.  to  Mb.  Constable. 

■<  October  IS,  1814. 

"  1  fear  you  will  think  I  have  resolved  to  put  you  to 
torment  and  vexation.  God  knows  it  is  as  little  my 
wish  as  it  is  my  interest ;  but  yon  know  I  have  always 
gone  upon  the  principle  of  telling  my  mind  and  the  truth 
that  was  in  iL 

"  Do  not  be  gloomy  upon  this  prologue — with  the  idea 
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of  my  saying  anything  that  will  be  uoliingeing  to  yon ; 
but  I  have  about  an  hour  since  been  made  acquainted 
with  some  matters  that  preclude  my  resting  one  night 
without  telling  you  of  them.  Mr.  Gibson  has  ju8t  called, 
and  tells  me  that  upon  other  matters  which  he  had  to  ask 
to-day  at  Mr,  Gilchrist,  that  gentleman  took  occasion  to 
question  him  very  roundly  upon  our  concerns.  I  will 
give  you  the  conversation  as  near  as  I  recollect  iL  Mr. 
Gilchrist  said,  'What  do  you  think  of  Constable  and  Co.'3 
business  ?  I  am  afraid  they  are  going  too  deep.  Their 
transactions  are  getting  very  large,  and  much  beyond  their 
foundation.'  Our  good  Mend  answered  that  we  had  great 
property  in  Edinburgh  Beview,  Encyclopaedia  Britannica, 
eta  '  That  is  all  very  true,'  it  was  answered,  '  but  they 
are  far  beyond  their  means,  and  they  must  cut  down. 
'  Suppose,'  continued  he,  '  that  the  head  of  the  concern 
dies,  who  gets  them  through  their  great  engagements  and 
andertakinge  ? '  The  reply  made  was,  The  life  insurances. 
'  That,'  resumed  the  banker, '  may  satisfy  you  and  them- 
selves, but  will  not  satisfy  the  public'  Oui  friend  dwelt 
much  upon  our  advances  and  outlays,  and  that  we  were 
reducing  fast  He  rejoined,  'They  must  reduce  their 
accommodations.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  themselves; 
their  transactions  are  well  and  properly  conducted ;  but  I 
repeat,  these  are  beyond  their  footing,  and  they  miul  ht 
moderated.' 

"  This  is  as  near  the  state  of  the  matter  as  I  can  come, 
and  I  assure  you  I  have  not  left  out  one  word  that  I  think 
was  intended  to  convey  a  strong  meaning.  Mr.  Gibson 
assured  me  again  and  again  that  the  whole  oonveisation 
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'was  in  the  most  fiiendly  humour,  aDd  not  a  void  of  any- 
thing  tending  in  the  least  to  hurt  us  waa  uttered,  but  the 
most  presBing  advice  to  moderate  our  coocerus.  I  asked 
Mr.  Gibson  to  state  the  mattet  to  you  himself,  which  he 
is  to  do  by  this  post." 

On  the  16th  Mr.  Cadell  adds,  "  I  do  not  think  our  Scott 
and  Ballantyne  connexion  is  doing  us  much  good  in  any 
quarter  just  now, — there  are  so  mauy  bills  running  that 
must  soon  come  round,  as  your  lists  will  show.  From  the 
end  of  this  month  to  the  end  of  November  there  are  six 
bilb  to  pay  and  turn  over  somehow  or  other.  .  .  .  We 
have  not  under  £2500  to  pay  to  these  people  and  their 
piincipal,  and  we  must  make  a  point  of  paying  all  of 
them  off.    Nothing  else  will  do." 

My  iather,  who  was  in  London  at  this  time,  raising 
funds  by  the  sale  of  stock,  and  a  transaction  which  he 
sncceasfully  carried  through  with  Messrs.  Longman,  by 
which  they  once  more  became  sharers  in  the  property  of 
the  Edinburgh  Beview,  replied  as  follows  to  Mr.  Cadell's 
disturbing  communication : — 

"  London,  Oct.  18. 
"  I  have  yonr  letter  of  Saturday,  and  lament  part  of  the 
contents  of  it  So  far  as  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gilchrist  is 
concerned,  I  have  only  to  say  I  have  hitherto  done  all  for 
the  best,  and  if  success  should  ultimately  destroy  me  I 
cannot  help  it,  I  am  as  much  aware  of  the  necessity  of 
cutting  down  our  concerns  as  any  one,  and  that  necessity 
does  not  appear  the  less  because  others  see  it  Hitherto 
I  have  done  in  everything  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability  la 
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tlie  present  seaaon  of  accumulated  distress.  I  hope  I 
shaU  be  enabled  to  peiserere.  Any  other  feeling  and  any 
other  determination  would  do  no  good,  bat  much  hann. 
ImpoambUities  muat  not  however  be  reckoned  upon.  I 
repeat,  whatever  is  foasJbU  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to 
accomplish. 

"  I  am  qaite  willing  to  sell  ofT  to  a  very  limited  con- 
cern,— indeed,  anything  rather  than  eternal  torment ;  but 
then,  how  is  this  to  be  done  ?  We  have  a  large  concem, 
it  is  true,  but  who  would  not  have  purchased  the  Ency- 
dopsedia  Britannica  under  our  then  circumstances  ?  Who 
could  have  reckoned  on  the  death  of  partners  so  near 
each  other,  and  to  us  so  important  ?  If  misfortune  should 
follow  misfortune,  we  cannot  help  it.  AH  that  is  now  to 
be  done  is  to  pay  ofT,  and  get  into  as  quiet  water  as 
possible,  but — desirable  as  it  is — to  attempt  this  too 
rapidly  may  brii^  ruin,  and  even  greater  ruin  than  our 
allowing  things  to  go  to  the  utmost  extremity.  1  have 
not  acted  dishonourably  to  any  one  in  my  dealings.  If 
I  have  embarked  largely  in  bookselling,  have  I  not  been 
encouraged  to  do  so  ?  I  have,  it  is  true,  been  most  un- 
fortunate in  following  many  plana  more  for  the  benefit  of 
my  connezionB  than  of  myself;  and  bow  have  I  been 
used  for  it !  In  my  present  connexion  with  you  I  have 
been  most  fortunate,  but  not  more  bo  than  I  ever  feel  or 
acknowledge.  If  banks  and  bankers,  after  giving  the 
support  they  have  done,  withdraw  it  during,  I  may  say, 
the  most  prosperous  career  of  our  business,  we  most  snb- 
mit — doing  all  we  can  in  the  meantime  to  prevent  it ; 
and  if  mischief  should  hereafter  come,  I  trust  in  God  it 
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ahall  be  when  we  have  fewer  dependent  on  as.  Do  not 
aappose,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  can  be  anytMng  else  than 
satisfied  with  your  writing  me  plaioly  and  explicitly ;  but 
the  same  theme  does  not  need  to  be  repeated  daily.  I 
shall  write  to  Mr.  Gibson  in  a  day  or  two.  His  letter 
received  to-day  ia  another  pioof  of  Iiis  disinterested 
friendship  towards  ns. 

"  We  most  out  all  connexion  that  ia  possible  with  the 
Ballantynes  and  Mr.  Scott,  though  I  think  we  are  this 
next  half-year  to  be  benefited  greatly  by  the  latter.  The 
new  poem  is  very  much  inquired  after  already.  Long- 
man and  Co.  have  great  hopes  of  it.  I  trust  we  are  not 
to  be  disappointed." 

In  aggravation  of  the  financial  troubles  pressing  on  him 
at  this  time,  my  father  earnestly  desired  to  be  at  home, 
where  my  mother  was  alarmingly  ill,  and,  thoi^h  he 
knew  it  not,  at  the  point  of  death ; '  it  was  under  these 
depressing  influences  that  he  wrote  as  follows  to  Mr. 
Cadell : — "  Were  it  by  any  means  in  my  power  I  would 
sell  everything  I  possess,  and  retire  to  some  quiet  comer, 
if  to  live  in  little  better  than  poverty,  I  hope  in  peace, 
and  out  of  the  world's  eye.  I  should  be  content  with 
very  small  matters ;  I  desire  nothing  so  much ;  you  are 
in  a  situation  of  plague  and  botheration,  but  a  young  man 
without  a  family.  What  is  my  situation  at  the  present 
moment  1  Certainly  deplorable.  There  may  be  others 
in  a  still  more  distressing  situation,  but  I  hope  few  who, 
at  this  time  of  day,  ought  to  have  been  otherwise.  The 
Eanlt,  I  know,  is  my  own ;  fortune  put  it  in  my  power  to 
I  She  died  on  th«  ZSth  October  1S14. 
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be  independent,  but  I  overlooked  tbe  opportanity,  and 
most  grieyonsly  mietook  the  way,  and  tun  still  blundering." 

On  bearing  of  my  mother's  death,  Sif  James  Gibson- 
Ciaig  (then  Mr,  Gibson)  wrote  as  follows  :— 

"EDtHfiniMiH,  Oct  S9, 1814. 

"  Mt  deab  Fbiehd, — Your  kind  heart  would  be  most 
deeply  affected  by  the  accounts  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 

Constable Your  griei^  however,  must  give  way  to 

the  strong  call  of  duty  which  is  now  laid  upon  you  to  your 
family,  and  I  trust  you  will  exert  yourself  to  do  for  them 
what  nobody  else  can  do — to  be  a  father  to  them,  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  that  relatinnship.  .... 

"I  hope  you  will  not  think  of  leaving  London.  Your 
presence  there  is  most  essential  I  rejoice  to  hear  you 
have  been  so  successful  in  yonr  transactions,  which  I  have 
communicated  generally  to  our  friends  Gilchrist  and 
Forrester,  who  also  rejoiced.  Such  conununications,  made 
in  the  way  in  which  from  my  friendly  intercourse  with 
them,  I  can  make  them,  are  of  essential  importance,  and 
you  know  I  always  rejoice  in  as  opportunity  of  promot- 
ing your  views. 

"  To  your  family  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that 
you  should  not  quit  London  till  your  business  is  com- 
pleted, and  you  must  not  do  sa  I(  with  the  agitation 
into  which  you  must  be  thrown,  you  should  attempt  to 
come  down  hurriedly,  I  have  no  doubt  you  would  en- 
danger your  life,  of  which  you  are  now  more  than  ever 
bound  to  be  carefiiL  Best  compliments  to  your  son,  i^m, 
dear  Constable,  your  most  affectionate  friend, 

"  Jameb  Gibson." 
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Of  this  letter  my  father  writes  to  Mr  Cadell : — 
"  I  received  Mr.  Oibson's  most  kind  letter  this  momii^ ; 
it  afforded  me  great  consolation,  and  added  much  to  the 
heavy  load  of  obligation  his  most  sincere  and  active  &iend- 
ship  has  long  laid  me  under.  I  again  repeat  my  high 
sense  of  your  kind  attention  ;  and  that  no  similar  calamity 
as  that  under  which  my  spirits  now  labour  may  ever  reach 
you,  is  the  ardent  prayer  of,  my  dear  Sir,  your  greatly  ob- 
liged and  attached  friend,         Archibald  Constable." 

On  the  7th  of  November,  having  been  successful  in 
raising  in  London,  by  sales  of  copyright  and  stock,  a  sum 
not  far  short  of  £1 5,000,  my  father  inclines  to  take  a  more 
hopeful  view  of  the  prospects  of  a  business  which  he  him- 
self had  created,  and  which  he  certainly  understood.  He 
wrote  to  his  partner  as  follows : — 

"JTot.  7.  1814. 

"  On  the  subject  of  oar  business  and  its  extent  I  am 
incliDed  to  say  a  ^ord  or  two — 

"  l8t,  Is  not  the  Encyclopaedia  our  greatest  concern — 
the  best  we  ever  had,  and  worth  all  the  rest  ? 

"  2d,  Had  we  ever  more  popular  works  than  Alison, 
Sinclair,  and  Waverley — not  to  mention  The  Lord  of  the 
Isles,  which  must  sell  to  a  great  extent } 

"  3d,  Is  not  the  Supplement  to  the  Encyclopeedia  Bri- 
tannica  one  of  the  best  speculations  ever  projected  or 
undertaken  by  any  house  in  Europe ;  and  could  the  same 
literaiy  assistance  have  been  commanded  by  any  other 
establishment  in  the  empire } 

"  ith,  Does  there  exist  in  bookselling  at  the  present 
moment  any  project  better  devised,  or  for  which  arrange- 
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meats  are  more  complete,  than  the  Edinburgh  Gazetteer? 
and  will  it  not  be  a  work  of  most  iiiiiTersal  sale  ? 

"  btk.  Will  the  profits  on  thene  vorks,  if  successfully 
curled  through,  not  be  a  fortune,  and  more  than  represent 
the  property  of  the  partners  our  business  has  lost  \ 

"  ^th.  Have  we  any  other  speculations  in  hand  worth 
speaking  about  ?  and  have  we  not  the  offer  of  everything 
good  that  occurs  ? 

"  ^th,  Would  men  of  the  least  enterprise  or  sense  not 
have  entered  into  the  same  speculations,  if  they  had  had 
the  opportunity,  that  we  have  done  1 

"  8th,  How  has  it  happened  that  all  these  good  things 
have  got  into  the  same  channel  ?  Has  it  been  by  chance, 
accident,  good  luck,  ill-luck,  or  the  money  our  partners 
brought  US  ?  Has  there  not  been  a  great  property  made 
in  a  few  years,  upon  no  original  foundation  ?  and  if  the 
thing  is  still  going  on  prosperously,  why  should  we  experi- 
ence 0BXA.1LY  LIMITED  A.CCOMUODATION  ?, 

"  9^,  Is  the  business  not  better  managed  now  than  at 
any  former  period  ?  I  shall  not  compliment  you  on  this 
occasion  by  saying  by  whom. 

"  Loitly,  And  ^ler  all,  had  I  not  been  the  most  unwise 
man  of  your  acquaintance  I  would  have  stuck  to  the  thing 
as  it  was  in  1803.  I  should  not  perhaps  have  made  the 
same  bustle  in  the  world;  but  I  should  unquestionably 
have  been  more  happy,  my  own  small  means  less  exposed 
to  danger,  and  in  my  humble  career  I  should  have  escaped 
many  of  the  troubles  and  much  of  the  vile  ingratitude 
and  impertinence  which  have  fallen  to  my  lot.  If  after 
the  labour  of  a  long  voyage,  and  much  anxiety  as  a  pilot. 
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the  vessel  should  now  he  od  the  rocks,  and  in  danger  of 
being  simk,  I  cannot  help  it,  and  can  only  r^ret  that  the 
command  bad  not  heen  long  ago  in  better  hands.  I  sin- 
cerely  hope  and  pray  for  a  better  result,  but  whatever  it 
shall  be,  if  disappointment  follow,  I  hope  the  I033  will  only 
ultimately  fall  on  me  and  mine. 

"  If  you  have  applied  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  I  sin- 
cerely pray  for  your  success,  though  it  is  one  of  the  last 
places  to  which  I  would  have  had  recourse.  They  once, 
I  dare  say,  thought  ua  more  wealthy  than  our  neighbours. 
Narrow  minds  and  limited  views  may  now  make  them 
think  us  much  less  so.  There  is  a  medium  in  all  things. 
I  only  wish  I  had  thought  a  little  more  on  that  subject 
yeara  ago,  and  less  of  pleasing  poets  and  their  friends — 
but  of  all  this  enough  for  one  letter," 

On  the  following  day  my  father  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing relations  with  Mr.  John  Carstairs  of  Abchurch  Lane, 
which  he  annoanced  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  J  have  just  returned  from  having  arranged  an  account 
and  credit  with  one  of  the  most  respectable  men  in 
London,  whose  name  has  sometimes  passed  through  our 
books,  and  is  well  known  in  the  money  market  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  what  forms  an  ^eeable  part  of  the  arrange- 
ment is,  that  we  owe  the  thing  entirely  to  our  own  good 
name,  and  to.  the  character  of  oar  undertakings,  wil^out 
the  immediate  intiodaction  of  any  friend.  I  dare  say  you 
have  often  heard  of  Mr.  John  Carstairs  of  Abchurch  Lane. 
He  is  a  relation  and  great  friend  of  Professor  Leslie,  a 
man  of  Fife,  who  made  his  way  early  in  life  out  of  *  The 
Kingdom,'  and  has  made  a  veiy  handsome  fortune.    I  had 
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long  knovn  Mr.  C.  by  reputAtion,  as  I  had  reason  to 
believe  he  had  me ;  and  after  some  weeks  of  deliberation, 
I  mustered  courage  to  have  an  interview  with  him,  which 
I  had  this  morning,  with  complete  success. 

"  I  EisBure  you,  my  good  friend,  this  is  no  small  lift,  and 
I  am  truly  thankful  for  my  succesB.  A  direct  application 
was  more  becoming  than  an  introduction  by  a  friend ;  and 
I  am  quite  glad  that  it  was  not  necessaiy  to  have  recourse 
to  such." 

Two  months  later  my  father  writes : — "  If  we  only  had 
two  or  three  years  comfortably  over  our  heads,  I  do  not 
anticipate  anything  but  smooth  water  afterwards.  It  is 
needless  to  say  what  might  or  what  might  not  have  been; 
but  had  the  whole  capital  that  the  husineas  bad  created 
for  itself  at  January  1811  remained  till  this  day,  we 
should  have  been  stroDg  indeed." 

In  the  embarrassed  state  of  Mr.  Scotfa  affairs,  and 
those  of  John  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  it  became  necessary  that 
aid  should  be  sought  in  other  quarters,  and  the  following 
extract  from  Mr.  Lockhart's  Life  of  his  father-in-law 
indicates  the  constraining  circumstances  which  led  to 
Guy  Mannering — Mr,  Scott's  next  novel — not  being  pub- 
lished in  Edinburgh ; — 

"Guy  Mumering  waa  publiihed  on  the  24tli  Febriuiy  (1616) — 
that  ia,  exactly  two  moathi  ftfter  the  Lord  of  the  lales  was  diamiaacd 
from  the  anthar'i  deak.'  ,  .  . 

"The  approach  of  Christmas  1814  brought  with  it  the  proapectof 
BUcb  a  recarrence  of  difficiiltie«  about  the  ditcouut  of  John's  bills,  ■■ 
to  render  it  absolutely  necessftt?  that  Scott  should  either  apply  again 

'  The  Lord  of  the  Isles  appeared  ia  Jaanary  1815. 
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for  Mrirtance  to  his  priTmte  friendi,  or  tuk  Ikii  literary  powen  with 
•ome  inch  extraTsg&nt  effort  as  baa  now  been  recorded.  The  great 
object,  which  was  atill  to  get  rid  of  tile  heavy  atock  that  had  been 
aecnmnlated  before  the  rtonu  of  Hay  1813,  at  length  determined  the 
chief  partner  to  hreak  np,  as  aoon  aa  possible,  the  coDcam  which  hie 
own  sangnine  lathneta,  and  the  grosi  irregularities  of  his  mei«niial 
lieutenant,  had  ao  lamentably  perplexed ;  bnt  Constable,  having 
already  enabled  the  firm  to  avoid  pnblic  exposnre  more  than  onoe, 
was  not  now,  any  more  than  when  he  made  his  contract  with  the  Lord 
of  the  Islea,  diKpoaad  to  burden  himself  with  an  additional  load  of 
Weber's  Beanmont  and  Fletcher,  and  other  almoat  aa  nnialeable  books. 
While  they  were  itiU  in  hopes  of  overooming  his  ecruplea,  it  hap- 
pened that  a  worthy  Mmd  of  Soott's,  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Eiekine, 
hie  iheriff-aabstttnte  in  Selkirkshire^  had  immediate  oocMion  (or  a 
mm  of  money  wfatoh  he  had  some  time  before  advanced,  at  Scott's 
pcnonal  nqaeet,  to  the  firm  of  John  Ballantyne  and  CompaDy ;  and 
on  receiving  his  application,  Scott  wrote  aa  follows : — 

" '  To  Mr.  John  Ballantyne,  Bookseller,  Edinburgh. 

"  '  Abbotbtosd,  Oct.  14,  1814. 
"' J>XAK  Jobs, — Charles  Erskine  wishes  his  money,  as  he  has  made 
pntchase  of  land.  This  is  a  new  iwrplexity— for  paid  he  mnst  be 
forthwith,  as  his  advance  was  friendly  and  conSdentiaL  I  do  not  at 
this  moment  see  how  it  is  to  be  raised,  bnt  beUeve  I  shall  find  means. 
In  the  meanwhile  it  will  be  necessary  to  ]«opitiate  the  Leviathans  of 
Paternoster  Bow.  Uy  idea  is,  that  yoD  or  James  should  write  to  them 
to  the  following  effect : — That  a  novel  is  oflered  yon  by  the  Author 
of  Waverley  ;  that  the  Author  Is  desirous  it  should  be  oot  before  Mr. 
Scott's  poem,  or  as  soon  thereafter  aa  possible ;  and  that  having 
reaolved,  as  they  are  aware,  to  reliuquiah  pablishing,  you  only  wish  to 
avail  yourselves  of  this  offer  to  the  extent  of  helping  off  some  of  yonr 
stock.  I  leave  it  to  yon  to  consider  whether  you  should  condescend 
on  any  particular  work  to  offer  them  as  bread  to  their  butter — or  on 
any  particular  amount — as  £S00.  Oue  thing  moat  be  provided,  that 
Constable  shares  to  the  extent  of  the  Scottish  sale ;  they,  however, 
managing.  My  reason  for  letting  them  hsve  this  scent  of  roast  meat 
is,  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  for  us  to  apply  to  them  to  renew 
bills  in  December.— Yours,  W.  8.' 

"Upon  receiving  this  letter,  John  Ballantyne  suggested  to  Scott 
that  he  should  be  allowed  to  offer,  not  only  the  new  novel,  bnt  the 
next  edition  of  Waverley,  to  Longman,  Murray,  or  Blackwood — in  the 
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hope  tbftt  the  proapect  of  beiog  let  in  to  the  profit*  of  the  already 
eatabliehed  favourite,  would  oTercome  effectoallf  the  hesitation  of  one 
or  other  of  theie  houacs  about  veuturing  on  the  encumbruice  which 
Conatable  aeemed  to  shrink  from  with  inch  pertiutcitf  ;  bat  upoo 
thia  ingenious  propositioa  Scott  ftt  ones  eat  his  veto ;— '  Bear  John,'  he 
writea  (Oct.  17,  1814),  'jonr  expedients  sr«  all  wretched,  aa  far  as 
r^ttrds  me.  1  never  will  give  Constable,  or  any  one,  room  to  aay  I 
have  broken  wy  word  with  him  in  the  slightest  degree.  If  I  loae 
eTerything  else,  I  will  at  leaat  keep  my  honour  unblemished  ;  and  I 
do  hold  myself  bound  in  honour  to  offer  him  a  Waverley,  while  he 
aball  coutinne  to  comply  with  the  conditions  annexed.  I  intend  the 
new  novel  to  operate  aa  something  morepermanentthanamere  accom- 
modation ;  and  if  I  cao  but  be  permitted  to  do  so,  I  will  print  it  before 
it  is  sold  to  any  one,  and  then  propose,  firat  to  Constable  aod 
Longman  ;  second  to  Uurray  and  Blackwood — to  take  the  whole  at 
inch  a  rate  as  will  give  them  one-half  of  the  fair  profits ;  granting 
acceptancea  which,  upon  an  edition  of  3000,  which  we  ahall  be 
quite  authorized  to  print,  will  amount  to  an  immediate  command  of 
£1600  ;  aod  to  this  we  may  couple  the  condition  that  they  most  take 
£S00  or  £600  of  the  old  stock.  I  own  I  am  not  solicitous  to  deal 
with  Constable  alone,  nor  sm  I  at  all  bound  to  offer  him  the  new 
novel  on  any  terms  ;  but  he,  knowing  of  the  intention,  may  expect  to 
be  beatod  with,  at  leaat,  alUiongh  it  is  possible  we  may  not  deaL 
However,  if  Murray  and  Blackwood  were  to  come  forward  with  any 
handsome  proposal  as  to  the  stock,  I  should  certainly  have  no  objec- 
tion to  James's  giving  the  pledge  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  for  his 
Dext  work.  Yon  are  like  the  crane  in  the  fable,  when  yon  boart  of 
not  having  got  anything  from  the  business ;  you  may  thank  Qod  that 
it  did  not  bite  yonr  head  off.  Would  to  God  I  were  at  let-a-be  for 
kt-B-be,— but  you  have  done  yonr  beat,  and  so  must  L— Yonra  tmly. 


"  Both  Mr,  Murray,  and  Longman'a  partner,  Mr.  Reea,  were  in 
Scotland  about  this  time,  and  the  former  at  least  paid  Soott  a  visit  at 
Abbotsford  Of  coorse,  however,  whatever  propositiooa  they  may 
have  made,  were  received  by  one  or  other  of  the  Ballantynea,  The 
result  was  that  the  house  of  Longman  undertook  Ouy  Uanoenng  on 
the  terms  dictated  by  Scott — namely,  granting  bills  for  £1SOO,  and 
relieving  John  Baltaatyne  and  Company  of  stock  to  the  extant  of 
£500  more  ;  and  Constable's  flrst  information  of  the  transaction  was 
from  Messrs.  Longman  themselves,  when  they,  in   compliance  with 
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ScoH'i  wiah,  m  ngnifled  in  the  letter  iMt  quoted,  offered  faim  *  thue 
in  the  ciditioD  vhioh  th«7  b«d  pnrobMed."  ' 

Graj  Maaneiiiig  vas  received  with  intense  interest  and 
universal  favour.  The  first  edition,  consisting  of  2000 
copies,  -was  sold  the  day  after  publication,  and  before  the 
Memoit  of  ita  author  was  issued,  in  1837,  the  sale  in  this 
country  alone  bad  reached  60,000  copies. 

Mb.  Scott  to  Ma  John  BAiLAiiTrNE. 

"Edihr.,  WtK  Fib^.  181B— Anioy,  3  o'doek. 
"  Dkas  John, — I  have  been  thinking  over  the  plan  which 
I  have  lately  pursued,  and  talked  over  this  morning,  of 
making  our  good  stock  can^  oSf  our  heavy  by  attaching  so 
much  of  it  to  future  editions  oi  moving  publications  so  far 
as  they  have  not  already  paid  a  toll  of  this  nature,  and 
which  must  clear  the  stock  in  time,  while  we  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  credit  upon  print  and  paj)er  of  the  new  editions 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  way  advantageous  both  to  us 
and  the  booksellers.  But  it  has  occurred  to  me  that 
there  is  a  better  and  more  summary  mode  of  winding  up, 
and  whii^  would  effectually  end  these  matters : — 

"  Suppose  Consteble  and  Longman  would  take  our  whole 
stock  (say  £10,000,  being  £6000  each)  at  the  following 
terms : — 

BilItforl2montb«tobeiiiuiiedudel7gruitedfor    £2000 
Do.     IS  months         „  „  2000 

Do.     18  month*        „  „  2000 

Da    21  moDtbi        „  „  2000 

Do.     S4niOBthi         „  „  SODO 

£10.000 
*  8m  Life,  ToL  iiL  pp.  S21-24 
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"  Should  they  be  disposed  to  do  thia,  J.  B.  and  Coy.  sliat 
shop  iustautly,  and  leave  the  field  clear,  turning  over  to 
the  purchasers  the  works  of  every  description  which  they 
have  now  the  advantage  of  publishing,  on  the  sole  tenna 
of  printing  in  the  Ganongate,  and  giving  the  authors  half 
profits.  I  am  morally  convinced  that,  with  the  literary 
views  I  have  before  me,  there  will  not  be  nearly  so  much 
advance  of  credit  or  capital  on  the  booksellera'  part  in  thia 
way  as  iu  that  which  I  had  settled.  I  wish,  if  this  strikes 
you  as  a  feasible  proposal  to  make  to  our  friends,  you 
would  come  up  to  breakfast  to-morrow.  Subordinate 
parts  of  the  plan  can  easOy  be  settled  should  the  general 
principle  suit,  and  it  will  render  the  London  journey  un- 
necessary. In  future  publications,  unless  in  very  particular 
circumstances,  or  with  reasonable  grounds  of  displeasure, 
which  there  is  no  chance  of  occurring,  I  will  certainly 
consider  these  houses  aa  my  publishers,  expecting  only  in 
courtesy  some  share  of  their  countenance  in  P.  0.  As  I 
shall  always  publish  in  future  for  half  profit,  there  is  no 
fear  of  my  having  the  least  temptetion  to  change  pub- 
lishers, supposing  me  to  have  (as  I  have  not)  any  wish  to 
do  80.  I  think  within  the  same  period  the  booksellers  will 
probably  take  off  the  same  quantity  of  stock  upon  the 
former  plan,  but  this  would  cut  the  matter  short,  and 
promises,  I  think,  advantages  to  both  parties. — Toms, 
eta,  W.  S." 

A  letter  &om  Sir  Charles  Bell,  written  iu  Brussels  a 
fortnight  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  so  excited  Scott 
that  he  at  once  decided  to  visit  the  scene  of  our  gretd 
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Tictory,  and  set  out  accordingly  for  the  Continent,  in 
company  with  three  Mends.  Before  leaving  home  he  had 
arranged  the  plan  of  Paul's  Letters  to  his  Kinsfolk,  and 
reqaested  Mr.  John  Ballantyne  to  correspond  with  MesBrs. 
Constable  and  Co.  on  the  snbject  of  the  publication, 
which  he  did  as  follows : — 

"TBiKmr,27tA/H^1816. 

"  Deak  Sirs, — ^Mr.  Scott  left  town  to-day  for  the  Con- 
tinent He  proposes  writing  &om  thenoe  a  series  of  letters 
on  a  peculiar  plan,  varied  in  matter  and  style,  and  to  dif- 
ferent snpposititioaB  coTrespondents. 

"  The  work  is  to  form  a  demy  8vo  volume  of  twenty-two 
sheets,  to  sell  at  13s.  It  is  to  be  begun  immediately  on 
his  arrival  in  France,  and  to  be  published,  if  possible,  the 
second  week  of  September,  when  he  proposes  to  return. 

"  We  print  3000  of  this,  and  I  am  empowered  to  offer 
yon  one-third  of  the  edition,  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co. 
and  Mi.  Murray  having  each  the  same  share :  the  terms, 
twelve  months'  acceptance  for  paper  and  priut>  and  half 
profits  at  six  months,  granted  now  as  under.  The  over 
copies  will  pay  the  charge  for  advertising. — I  am,  etc., 
JOHS  BALLANTTNt 


S  aheeta  priating,  —  £3,  IS*. 
15  rMUDu  demy,      —    I,  lOi. 


3000  tit  St.  £1200 
Cort,     300 


iCSOO     0     0  profit- Ona-baU  ii  £46a 
"  To  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co." 
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This  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  first  edition  of  Paul's 
Letters,  consisting  of  6000  copies,  appeared  in  JaQxiar7 
1816,  snd  vas  followed  by  two  others,  amounting  t<^ther 
to  3000  copies.  In  the  month  of  October  1815  Mr.  Scott 
bod  given  the  public  the  first-ihiuts  of  his  visit  to  the 
Continent  in  the  poem  The  Fidd  of  Waterloo,  the  profits 
of  the  earliest  editions  having  been  paid  to  the  fund  for 
the  widows  and  children  of  our  soldiers  who  fell  in  that 
great  battle.  No  better  evidence  of  Scott's  coDstitntional 
good-nature  could  be  given  than  will  be  found  in  the 
Btrictures  on  this  poem  by  James  and  John  Ballantyne 
while  it  was  passing  through  the  press,  and  the  genial 
manner  in  which  he  either  agrees  or  declines  to  give 
efiect  to  them.' 

The  Antiquary,  which  had  been  begun,  Mr.  Lockhart 
tells  us,  in  the  close  of  181fi,  appeared  early  in  May  of 
the  following  year.  It  was  published  by  my  father  on 
the  usoal  terms,  and  there  is  no  disclosure  of  disagree- 
ment between  him  and  Mr.  Scott  in  any  correspondence 
of  the  penod  that  I  have  seen ;  yet,  even  before  its  pab- 
lication,  John  Ballantyne  had  been  empowered  by  the 
author  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Blackwood 
for  the  first  series  of  the  Tales  of  My  Landlord.  Mr. 
Lockhart  suggests  as  a  reason  for  this  contemplated 
deviation  from  the  usual  channel,  that  my  father  had 
been  of  late  less  liberal  in  his  patronage  of  James  Ballan- 
tyne and  Co.,  and  UttA  he  may  have  failed  to  satisfy  Mr. 
Scott  in  the  extent  to  which  he  was  prepared  to  relieve 
the  booksellii^  firm  of  unsold  stock.  He  also  allies,  as 
>  See  Life,  vol  iiL  p.  3S2. 
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will  be  Been  &om  the  following  quotation,  that  <Tolin  Bal- 
lantyne,  by  disguising  foi  selfish  ends  the  real  state  of 
matters  trom  bis  patron,  had  favoured  this  desertion. 
I  find  no  proof  of  such  double-dealing ;  and  am  inclined 
to  think  that  Mr.  Soott'e  necesaities  as  a  purchaser  and 
improver  of  land  are  quite  sufficient  to  account  for,  if  uot 
entirely  to  explain,  his  desire  to  extend  the  sphere  of  his 
publishing  relations,  and  thereby  increase  the  facilities  for 
meeting  pecuniary  requirements. 

The  circnmBtance  which  really  led  to  the  temporary 
desertion  by  Mr.  Scott  of  A.  Constable  and  Co.  is,  I  think, 
disclosed  in  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cadell  to  his  partner,  of  Oct  U,  1815 : — "  I  am  a&aid  I 
have  lost  us  an  Antiquary  or  a  Guy,  bnt  most  unfortu- 
nately, in  your  absence  however,  I  could  not  do  otherwise 
under  present  circumstances.  I  told  you  of  the  £36  in 
mine  of  Sunday ;  Monday  brought  me  a  long  story  from 
John,  enumerating  that  sum  and  several  other  pinching 
calls,  and  enclosing  a  bill  for  £176,  covered  by  his  own 
note  payable  in  London,  as  a  counterpoise  and  bait  of 
course.  I  oEFered  to  accept  his  draft  most  cheerfully ;  but, 
placed  as  the  single  partner  of  a  large  concern,  I  could 
not  do  it  vnthoui  a  cover  of  long  bills,  of  which  he  said  he 
had  £600  which  could  be  turned  to  no  use.  I  annexed  a 
note  of  bills  for  their  use,  which  came  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  £1B00 ;  but  he  told  Fyfe,  whom  I  sent  to  give  our 
acceptance  on  long  dates,  that  all  his  long  bills  wero  gone, 
detached  my  £1800  list  from  my  letter,  with  a  notandum 
that  it  was  formerly  much  larger,  and  has  this  day  sent 
to  say  tiiat  my  accepting  with  a  cover  would  do  him  no 
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fgxA — keeping  all  the  while  my  letter  asking  the  cover, 
to  show  to  Mt.  Scott  I  have  no  doubt,  who,  by  the  way, 
I  have  found,  is  writing  something  new.  John,  to  back 
hia  request,  sent  a  note  of  Mr.  S.,  who  says  in  a  P.S., '  I 

have   beffun   at  odd   tiTnea  the .'     The  words   were 

entirely  obliterated,  bo  that  I  rather  suspect  it  is  some- 
thii^  newer  even  than  the  Antiquary, — although  it  may 
be  it,  and  he  ashamed  to  own  it  is  so  far  behind.  I  have 
thus  most  hurriedly  given  yon  the  outline  of  this  matter. 
I  do  not  know  if  you  approve,  but  I  would,  I  think,  do 
the  same  over  ^ain.  We  must  get  out,  cost  what  it  will: 
their  CeiII  mtist  injure  us,  and  with  any  sum  like  that  I 
have  noted,  it  must  gmvel  ua  more  than  all  the  Antiquaries 
would  do  ns  good."     Mr.  Lockhart  says : — 

' '  ConitAble  hxd  baan  iidiiutted,  almort  from  tlia  begiiuu&g,'  into 
tlie  »eerel  of  the  NdtsIi — and  for  that,  unong  other  raiiom,  it  troold 
liKve  been  deairable  for  the  Noreliit  to  have  him  oontiDiie  the  poh- 
liaher  withont  iutermption ;  bat  Scott  waa  l«d  to  anspec^  that  if  lie 
(Cooatable)  were  called  upon  to  oouolude  a  batgain  for  a  fourth  norel 
before  the  third  had  made  tt»  appearaace,  hia  (craples  aa  to  the  matter 
of  printing  might  at  leait  protract  the  trektjr ;  and  vhj  Scott  shoald 
bare  been  nrgently  deiiniua  of  lemng  the  tranaaotion  •ettled  before 
the  expiration  of  the  half-jearly  term  of  Whltannday,  ia  mfficieatly 
explaiced  by  the  fact  that  thongh  ao  much  of  the  old  unfcrtuiiate 
stock  of  JohD  Ballautyne  and  Co.  atill  remained  on  hand — and  with 
it  aome  occaaioiial  reoarrraice  of  oommercial  diffioolty  aa  ioJhatmg-bSU 
w«a  to  be  eipected-'While  Jamea  Baltantyne'a  maoagement  of  the  pecn- 
niaiy  affain  of  the  printing-hoaaB  had  continued  to  be  highly  negligent 
•nd  iiTegalar — iMiTerthaUaB,  theaangoine  author hadgone  on  porohaaiiig 
one  patch  of  laud  after  another,  until  hia  estate  at  Abbotaford  had  ali««4y 
grown  from  150  to  nearly  1000  acrea.      The  property  all  about  hia 

'  My  father,  aa  we  have  aeeu  (p.  48  cmle),  at  once  diacorerad  the 
snthonbip  of  Waveriey  on  being  ahown  the  fint  portion  of  the  worL 
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origioaJ  fkrm  had  bean  in  tha  hu)ds  of  TftHoni  amall  kolden  (ScoHicfi 
eodt-Uurd»)  ;  these  penons  ware  ilujp  enongh  to  niidergtuid,  era 
loD£  that  their  neighbour  oonld  with  difficulty  reaiat  aay  temptation 
tbat  might  pretent  itMlf  in  the  ahape  of  an  offer  of  more  Mrea ;  and 
tboa  he  prooeeded  bnpog  np  lot  after  lot  of  onimproved  grooDd  at 
Mttravagaat  prieea, — hia  '  appetite  incivanng  by  vhat  it  fed  on  ; ' 
while  the  ejected  yeomen  aet  themaelTen  dowD  elsewhere  to  f«tt«n  at 
'  theic  leianre  opoa  the  profiti — moat  commonly  the  auticdpated  profita 
— of  '  the  Scotch  Novela.' 

"  B»  waa  erer  and  anon  pulled  tip  wiUi  a  momentary  miagiTing, — 
and  leic^ad  l^at  tha  lateai  aoqnintioa  ahould  be  the  laat  nntil  he 
oonld  get  rid  entirely  of  'Jdm  BrilaMtyae  and  Co.'  But  John 
BaUantyne  waa,  from  tha  utter  lightnets  of  Ida  vind,  hm  ine^iaaity  to 
look  a  day  before  hint,  and  hia  eager  impatience  to  enjoy  the  paaring 
hour,  the  Tory  laat  man  in  the  worid  who  oould,  under  aach  <aroniii- 
atancee,  have  been  a  aerviceable  agent.  UoreoTcr,  John,  too,  had  hia 
profesnoaal  ambition  ;  be  was  aatnrally  proud  of  hia  connexion,  how- 
ever aecondary,  with  the  jHiblieation  of  theee  worka— and  tbia  oon- 
nezion,  though  anbordinate,  waa  etiU  vary  [HY)fitable ;  he  mnat  have 
auapeoted  that,  ahould  hia  name  disappear  altogether  from  the  list 
of  bookaellors,  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  for  him  to  retain 
any  concern  in  them  ;  and  I  cannot,  on  the  whole,  but  oonaider  it  sa 
oertain  that,  the  first  and  more  aerioua  embarraaamenta  being  overcome, 
he  waa  far  from  continuing  to  hc^  by  hia  patron'a  anxiety  for  the 
total  abolition  of  their  uubappy  oopartnerahip.  He,  at  all  events, 
■nleo*  when  some  sodden  emergency  aroee,  flattered  Scott's  own  gay 
imagination,  by  nniformly  representing  everything  in  the  moat  amiling 
eoloon ;  and  though  Scott,  in  hia  replies,  sddom  failed  to  inboduce 
•ome  paaaing  bint  of  caution — aooh  aa  'JVuUiim  nuniem  abttt  tt  at 
pmdai^' — he  more  and  more  took  home  to  bimaelf  the  i^^reeable 
eaat  of  his  Sigdnm'$  antioipatdcma,  and  wrote  to  him  in  a  van  a*  meiry 
aa  his  own — t.g. — 'As  for  onr  atock. 


"  I  am  very  aorry,  in  a  word,  to  ooofeiB  my  oonviotioD  that  John 
BaUantyne,  however  volatile  and  llghtJieaded,  acted  at  thia  period 
with  onnaiug  selEishnesa,  both  by  Scott  and  by  Conatable.  He  well 
knew  that  it  waa  to  Constable  alone  that  bis  firm  bad  more  than 
onoe  owed  ita  eacqie  from  utter  miu  aud  dishonour;  and  he  must 
alio  have  known,  that  had  a  fair  straightforward  effort  been  made  for 
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tbat  parpOM,  kftar  the  triumphant  oweer  of  th«  Wkverle;  lerieB  had 
once  commenced,  nothing  oonld  hare  been  more  eaay  than  to  bring  all 
the  aSain  of  hii  '  back-atook,  etc.'  to  a  c<HnpIete  chiae,  by  eotering 
into  a  diatinot  and  candid  treaty  on  that  aabject,  in  oonneiion  witlt 
the  fntare  woi^i  of  the  great  Noreliat,  either  witi>  Conetable  or  with 
any  other  firat-rete  houae  in  the  trade.  But  John,  forceeoing  that, 
were  tbat  nnhi])py  coDOera  qnite  ont  of  the  fieU,  ho  mnst  himaelf  snb- 
aide  into  a  -men  clerk  of  the  printing  company,  •eemi  to  have  pairied  '' 
the  blow  bj'  the  only  arte  of  any  oonaeqnence  in  which  he  ever  waa 
an  adejit  He  appean  to  hare  (yatematieally  di^niaed  from  Soott  tliB 
extent  to  which  the  whole  Ballantyne  concern  had  been  anatMned  by 
Conatable — eipecially  dnring  hia  Hobridean  tonr  of  1814,  and  hia 
Continental  one  of  IBIS — and  prompted  and  enforced  the  idea  of 
trying  other  bookaallera  from  time  to  time,  initead  of  adhering 
to  Conatable,  merely  for  the  aeltlih  pnrpoeea, — flrat,  of  facilitating  the 
immediate  diioonnt  of  bill* ;  aecondlj,  of  farther  perplexing  SooU'a 
affaira,  the  entire  diaentanj^ement  of  whioh  wonld  have  been,  aa  he 
fancied,  prejndicial  to  his  own  peraonal  importance. 

"  It  waa  reaolTcd,  accordingly,  to  <Mti  the  riak  and  half  profita  of 
the  fint  edition  of  anoOier  new  novel — or  rather  collection  of  noTek — 
not  to  Memra.  Conatable  bat  to  Hr.  Murray  of  Albemarie  Street,  and 
Mr.  Blackwood,  who  waa  then  Morray'a  agent  in  Scotland  ;  bat  it 
wa«  at  the  aame  time  Teaolved,  partly  becaoae  Scott  wished  to  try 
another  experiment  on  the  pnblic  aagacity,  bnt  parUy  also,  no  qneation, 
from  the  wiah  to  (pare  Conatable's  feelings,  that  the  title-page  of  the 
*  lUee  of  My  Landlord '  ahonld  not  bear  the  magical  worda  '  By  the 
Aothor  of  Warerley.'  The  facility  with  which  both  Hurray  and 
Blackwood  embraced  inch  a  proposal,  as  no  nntried  noreliit,  being 
sane,  conld  have  dreamt  of  hazarding,  show*  that  neither  of  them  had 
any  donbt  aa  to  the  identity  of  the  aothor.  They  both  conaidered 
the  withholding  of  the  avowal  on  the  forthcoming  title-page  aa  likely  to 
check  very  maoh  the  Qret  snoceea  of  the  book ;  bnt  they  were  both 
eager  to  prevent  Constable'*  acquiring  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right  to 
publish  for  the  unrivalled  novelist,  and  willing  to  disturb  hia  tenure 
at  thia  additional,  aod,  as  they  thought  it,  wholly  nnneoessary  risk. 

"  How  sharply  the  vaseen  parent  watched  this  first  negotiation 
of  hia  JtdedkA  Cl^hhoAtait,  will  appear  from  one  of  hia  letter*  ; — 

"  *  To  Mr.  John  Ballantyne,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh. 

" '  ABBoraroKD,  Jpri^  29,  ISIS. 
" '  Dkab  Johh, — Jamee   has   made   one    or   two   important   mia- 
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taka  in  the  bugaiit  with  Mam;  and  Blackwood ;      Briefly  m 

"  ■  l«t^.  Having  only  authority  from  me  to  promise  6000  copies  he 
propoMi  they  ihall  have  the  copyright /or  ever.  I  will  lee  their  domi 
cheeie  fltvt. 

"  ■  2dly.  He  propotee  I  shall  have  twelve  nootha'  bill — I  have 
always  got  ni.     However,  I  would  not  stand  on  that 

"  '  3cUy,  He  talhi  of  volumes  being  put  into  the  publiiher's  handi 
to  conaider  and  decide  on.  No  luch  thing  ;  a  bare  perusal  at  St. 
John  Street  only. 

"  'Then  for  omiaaioni — it  ia  not  atipnlated  that  we  supply  the 
paper  and  print  of  Bucoeaaive  editiona.  Thii  mnat  be  nailed,  and  not 
left  to  undentanding.  Secondly,  I  will  have  London  bills  as  well  aa 
BUckwood'a. 

" '  If  they  agree  to  theae  conditioDB,  good  and  well.  If  they  demur, 
Conatable  moat  be  instantly  tried ;  giving  half  to  the  Longmans,  and 
we  drawing  on  Ihem  for  that  moiety,  or  Constable  lodging  ijieir  bill  in 
onr  hands.  You  will  undentand  it  is  a  four-volume  tonch— a 
work  totally  different  in  atyle  and  structure  from  the  others ;  a  new 
cast,  in  short,  of  the  uetwhich  has  hitherto  made  miracnlooa  draughts. 
I  do  not  limit  yon  to  terms,  becanae  I  think  you  will  make  them 
better  than  I  cau  do.  But  he  must  do  mora  than  others,  since  he 
will  not  or  cannot  print  with  n«.  For  every  point  but  that,  I  would 
rather  deal  with  Constable  than  any  one  ;  he  has  always  shown 
himself  spirited,  judicioas,  and  liberal.  Blackwood  most  be  brought 
to  the  point  tn^anlig ;  and  vlunemr  he  demnn,  Constable  mnat  be 
treated  with ;  for  there  ia  no  use  in  anffering  the  thing  to  be  blown  on. 
At  the  aame  time,  yon  need  not  conceal  from  him  that  there  were  some 
proposals  elaewhera,  bat  you  may  add,  with  trnth,  I  would  rather 
cloaewith  him. — Yonn  truly,  W.  8. 

"  '  P^ — I  think  Constable  should  jump  at  thia  affair  :  for  I  heheve 
the  work  will  be  very  popular.' 

"  Meesrs.  Murray  and  Blackwood  agreed  to  all  the  author's  con> 
ditions  here  expressed.  The;  also  relieved  John  Batlantyne  and  Co. 
of  stock  to  the  valuB  of  £600;  *  and  Ur.  Hurray  at  least  mnat, 
moreover,  have  subeeqaently  consented  to  anticipate  the  period  of 
his  payments." 

'  See  Lite,  voL  iv.  pp.  16-20. 
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Ur.  John  B*Uuit]mB— -Lettan  on  tho  HiitOTy  of   Scotland— Huold   the 

Danntlei*— Rob  Roy— Cle»r*noa  of  "  the  Augun  BUble  "— Swaind  Sema 
of  Tales  Qf  My  I«iullard,  Hie  Heatt  of  Hidlothiaa—The  Regalia. 

This  occasional  deaertioa  by  Mr.  Scott,  to  whatever  it 
may  be  attributed,  and  disappoiutiog  as  it  must  have 
been  to  Constable  and  Co./  led  to  no  open  breach,  and 
John  Ballantyue  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the  firm 
&om  PariB  on  8th  Aagitst  1816  : — 

"  Paris,  SIkAvgutt  1816. 

"  Dear  Sirs, — I  imagine  your  surprise  when  you  see  a 
letter  from  across  the  water,  unless  you  know  '  the  sweet 
little  roman  hand.'  0  yes,  these  are  your  '  c's  and  your 
u'a  and  your  t,'  bien  eonnu ; — and  weel  missed  for  the  Jast 
seven  weeks,  I  dareaay  my  friend  Mr.  Cadell  thinks.  I 
could  WE^T  anything  that  before  he  has  got  this  length, 
he  has  said,  'And  we  would  not  have  got  a  letter  now, 
unless  there  had  been  a  snifter  in 't ' — and  so  there  u. 

'  I  ftnd  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cadell  to  myfather,  of  M  December  1816, 
the  foUowiog  paBUge  :  — "  AH  and  aundiy  recognise  the  author  of  71»e 
Talu,  and  I  may  say  they  are  almost  nnivenaUy  admired.  Some  good 
jadgea  aay  that  the  second — Old  Mortality — ii  the  best  of  tiie  anthor'a 
productioni.  This  I  w^  say,  that  whan  ire  undertook  the  Hittary  and 
the  Seguter,  he  shonld  have  told  oa  of  the  other,  and  hia  reason  tor  going 
elsewhere."  Three  days  later  ;  "  Say  nothing  about  the  Tales  of  Uy 
Landlord ;  things  wiU  come  round." 
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"  The  cash  I  got  by  Miss  Hicks  I  could  not  wait  to 
receive  myaelf  iu  Loudon,  and  left  to  be  done  by  Meaera. 
HollingworUi  and  Co.  I  have  just  heard  fiom  them, 
however,  that  the  other  executor  demurs  paying  without 
my  receipt,  for  which  I  have  neither  the  stamp  here, 
nor  know  the  terms  if  I  had. 

"  Meeers.  B.  Allan  and  Son  will  not,  therefore,  have 
thifl  stock  (£360,  3  per  cent.  Cone.)  as  additional  security 
on  their  advances  on  my  bills,  as  I  intended  they  should, 
and  may  therefore  perhaps  demur  at  paying  my  accept- 
ance, £150,  to  you  at  their  house  on  the  11th ;  my  bills 
lying  with  them  being  of  long  date,  although  no  doubt 
two  months  younger  than  when  I  left  you.  Tou  may 
assure  them,  if  you  please,  of  having  the  documents  of 
this  stock  put  into  their  possession  on  my  return  as 
additional  security  on  their  advances,  but  I  can  do  nothing 
for  it  at  this  moment. 

"  Perhaps  for  three  months  the  matter  may  be  arranged 
with  James  (who  will  do  what  is  in  his  power  on  seeing 
this),  in  which  case  the  transaction  wiU  be  regularly  closed 
by  myself;  but  I  trust  yon  will  have  no  trouble,  by 
Messrs.  Allan  and  Son  discoimting  for  me  as  much  of 
what  ia  in  their  hands  as  will  pay  the  bill 

"  I  have  so  much  to  say  respecting  this  ride  o'  mine 
(as  the  laird  of  Bonniemune  would  have  said),  that  the 
remaining  paper  is  inadeqnate  to  contain  anything  of 
what  is  to  be  seen  and  known  here;  1  ebaU  therefore 
postpone  all  particulars  to  tlie  first  dinner  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  take  at  Craigleith ;  and  I  asaure  you  there  ia 
80  mnch  genuine  farce  and  absurdity  in  this  chosen  of 
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cities  and  its  people,  that  the  truth  outrntis  all  manner 
of  invention — at  least  of  any  invention  of  mine, 

"  I  am  just  now  waiting  certain  small  additions  to  my 
funds  in  order  to  be  gone  &om  here — for  truly  I  am  tired 
of  it,  and  I  trust  to  be  off  by  the  17th.  Id  the  end  of  the 
month,  therefore,  I  trust  to  hare  the  pleasure  of  an  audience 
iip-stairs  by  the  fireside  ;  tUl  when,  I  am,  as  ever,  very 
sincerely,  your  obliged  and  faithful  servant,      John  K 

"  I  don't  sign  my  name  here.  My  very  best  compli- 
ments to  Ro.,  who,  AS  well  as  the  head  of  the  Co,,  would 
be  rarities  here,  from  the  jollification  of  their  figures. 
Even  /  pass  for  something  in  Paris,  amongst  the  expanded 
scissors  you  meet  walking  about  in  the  human  form," 

The  First  Series  of  the  Tales  of  My  Landlord,  embracing 
Old  Mortality  and  the  Black  Dwarf,  appeared  on  Ist 
December  1816,  and  within  two  months  after  publication 
three  editions  had  been  printed,  of  2000  copies  each. 
About  this  time  Lockhart  tells  na  Mr.  Scott  had  "  concluded 
a  negotiation  with  Constable  and  Longman  for  a  series 
of  Letters  on  the  History  of  Scotland,  of  which,  however,  if 
he  ever  wrote  any  part,  the  MS.  has  not  been  discovered." ' 
The  following  extracts  from  his  correspondence  with  my 
lather,  having  reference  to  this  project — realized  at  a  later 
date  by  the  Tales  of  a  Grandfather,  may  be  read  with 
interest : — 

1  In  kletter  from  Hr.  Cadell,  of  26tli  Jane  1818,  there  ocean  the 
following  lentenoe  : — "  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  agreement  le  to  the 
HUtory  of  Scotland,  which  yon  maj  want.  Do  not  let  L.  and  Co.  off 
one  bodk  of  this  bargain.  They  ahonld  m  well  aa  we  t«ke  a  ilian  of 
llie  burdeut  attending  Mr,  Scott  and  bii  concemi." 
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"  AnoTsiOBJ),  lOth  OtUiba-  1816. 
"  D£AB  Sm, — I  am  favoured  with  your  letter,  and  readily 
agree  to  adTertising  the  History.  The  title,  I  think, 
should  be  Letters  on  the  History  of  Scotlaud,  addressed 
to  a  Family  of  Youug  PersoDS.  By  the  Author  of  Paul's 
Letteis  &om  the  Continent" 

On  the  26&  October  he  vrites  again  on  the  same 
subject,  in  reply  to  a  letter  firom  my  father,  of  ■which 
unfortanately  I  do  not  possess  a  copy : — 

"  Dkab  Sib, — I  have  no  objection  to  your  title — indeed, 
I  think  it  better  than  my  own,  only  I  would  wish  it  to  be 
added,  that  the  Letters  were  written  for  the  instruction  of 
a  rising  family,  which  is  really  the  truth.  I  beliere  I 
mentioned  t«  you  the  strong  reasons  which  I  have  for  not 
giving  my  name  at  full  length,  tboogh  I  have  no  objection 
to  your  telling  the  whole  world  that  I  wrote  it.  Believe 
me,  that  although  a  more  immediate  impression  might  be 
made  by  treating  the  work  with  that  formality,  it  would 
most  inevitably  lead  to  great  disappointment  in  the 
public,  and  injure  the  book  seriously.  When  a  man  pats 
his  name  to  so  grave  a  matter  as  a  History,  it  should  be 
something  very  different  &om  the  rapid  and,  I  tmst, 
animated  sketch  which  I  Intend  to  furnish.  Men  would 
expect  great  depth  of  research  and  discussion  of  the  dis- 
puted points,  which  is  precisely  what  I  intend  to  waive. 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  I  will  make  a  popular 
book,  for  I  trust  it  will  be  both  interesting  and  useful  ; 
but  I  never  intended  to  engage  in  any  proper  historical 
labour,  for  which  I  have  neither  time,  talent,  nor  inclina- 
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tioo.  I  think  yoa  may  lemember  th&t  the  Letters  on  the 
History  of  England  were  what  I  proposed  as  my  model 
In  truth  it  would  take  ten  years  of  any  man's  life  to 
write  saah  a.  Histoiy  of  Scotland  as  he  should  put  his 
name  to.  But  as  I  said  before,  I  have  no  doubt  mine  will 
be  found  useful,  and,  I  think,  entertaining.  I  assure  you 
I  judge  what  I  think  fbr  the  best,  and  I  would  not  for 
any  caprice  of  my  own  stand  in  the  way  even  of  your 
wishes,  much  less  of  your  interest.  Both  out  interests, 
however,  are  equally  concerned,  and  upon  the  most 
mature  consideration  I  have  been  able  to  give  the  subject, 
I  cannot  alter  my  first  resolution,  that  the  babe  most  be 
UDchristened.  The  difference  between  the  popularity  or 
nnpopularity  of  a  work  often  depends  on  the  readei'B 
expectations  being  too  much  excited,  or  on  his  finding 
unexpected  pleasure  where  Ihen  was  do  parade  <A 
promise. 

"  I  am  glad  the  affair  of  the  bill  was  bo  for  cleared  up, 
though  I  am  soiry  it  should  have  occurred  at  all  in  these 
troublesome  times.  We  are  all  busied  with  getting  in  our 
harvest,  such  as  it  is.  I  suppose,  like  Bums'e  old  woman, 
we  shall  win  the  kirn  on  Hallowe'en,  which  I  used  to 
think  an  improbability  in  the  poem. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  veiy 
much  yours,  Waltkr  Scott." 

Early  in  1817,  A.  Constable  and  Co.  published  for  Mr. 
Scott  his  poem  of  Harold  the  Dauntless.  I  posseas  no 
record  of  its  commeicial  success,  but  Mr.  Lockhart  says  it 
was  "considerable."  There  were  many  friendly  letters 
from  Mr.  Scott  to  my  father  about  this  period,  bat  none 
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of  them  appear  to  me  of  enfficient  interest  for  quotation. 
The  following,  however,  are  important  as  relating  to  the 
novel  of  Bob  Boy,  whose  title,  Lockbart  tells  ns,  my  father 
bad  suggested.     They  are  extracted  &om  Scott's  Life :  '— 

"  W41.TIR  Scott  to  John  B&llaktikk. 

"  *  Abbotsford,  Mimdog  [Aprii  1817]. 
"  *  Dkas  JoHH,- — IhiiTe  ■  goodmbjeot  for  a  work  of  fiotion  iap^to. 
Wlwt  do  ]ro(t  think  Constable  would  gire  for  a  imell  of  it  I  You  ran 
»waf  withont  t«ldog  iMve  the  other  nomiiig,  or  I  wialied  to  have 
•polun  to  joa  about  it.  I  don't  meaa  a  continuation  of  Jedediah, 
becaoM  tlien  might  be  aome  delicacy  in  putting  that  by  the  otigind 
pnblithen.  Yon  may  wnte  if  anything  oconra  to  yon  on  thia 
■nbjaot.  It  will  not  int«rrnpt  my  History.  By  the  way,  I  haTe  a 
great  lot  of  the  Begister  ready  for  delirery  and  no  man  a«k*  for  it. 
I  aball  want  to  pay  np  lonie  cath  at  Wbitannday,  which  will  make 
me  draw  on  my  brain*. — Yoan  truly,  W.  Sooir.' 

"  To  THE  SUEX. 

"  '  Axw/tsiOKD,  Baimrday,  May  3,  1817. 
" '  Bkak  John, — I  shall  be  muoh  obliged  to  yon  to  come  here  with 
Coottable  on  Monday,  as  he  proposes  a  visit,  and  it  will  save  time. 
By  tiio  way,  yon  must  attend  that  the  naual  quantity  of  stock  is 
included  in  the  arauigement — that  ie,  £600  for  6000  copies.  My  sum 
it  £1700,  payable  in  May—a  ronnd  adTance,  byV  Lady,  but  I  think  I 
am  entitled  to  it^  coasideriDg  what  I  have  twined  off  hitherto  on  audi 


"  '  I  make  a  point  on  your  coming  with  Con«t«ble,  health  allowing. 
— Youm  truly,  W.  8.' 

"  The  result  of  this  meeting  is  indicated  in  a  note,  scribbled  by 
John  Ballantyne  at  the  bottom  of  the  forq^ing  letter,  before  it  was 
seen  by  his  brother  the  printer : — 

"  ■  Haif-pail  3  o'doek,  Taeidajf. 

" '  DxAS  JiMK, — I  am  at  thii  moment  returned  from  Abbotifoid, 
with  entire  and  full  ancoesa.     Wish  me  joy.     I  ikall  gain  above  £600 

1  Vd.  IT,  pp.  6S-70. 
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— CouUblt  t&king  my  ahMe  of  (took  %S»o.     The  title  U  Bob  Sojf 
— bg  the  AuOior  qf  Waverteg  !!!^     Keep  thU  letter  tor  me. 

•"J.  B." 

"  On  the  ume  page  there  ii  written,  in  &ealur  inlk, — which  m>rka, 
no  doubt,  the  time  when  John  pwted  it  into  hii  oolkction  of  privato 
papen  now  before  me — 

" '  N.B.— I  did  gwn  above  £120a-J.  B.' 

"  Ur.  Puff  might  well  exult  in  the  '  full  and  entire  locoeaa '  of  his 
trip  to  AbbotalonL  Hie  friend  had  mads  it  a  «tns  ^na  WM  with 
Cmutable  thftt  he  ihould  hare  a  third  ehare  in  the  bookeeller'g  moiety 
of  the  bai'gain — and  though  Johnny  h«d  no  more  trouble  about  the 
pnbliahing  or  eelling  of  Bob  Boy  than  hi*  own  CobUer  of  Kelao,  thii 
■tipulation  had  eecnred  him  aionut  of  £1200,  before  two  yean  pa»eMl. 
Moreaver,  one  muat  admin  hi*  adroitneu  in  pneuading  CoD«table, 
daring  their  jonmey  back  to  Edinbnrgfa,  to  relieve  him  of  that  fraction 
of  hi*  own  old  itock,  witii  which  hii  unhaxardoua  ahaie  in  the  new 
tranaaotion  w*a  burdened.  Scotfs  kindneee  oontinued,  aa  long  ae 
John  Ballautyne  lived,  to  provide  for  him  a  oonitant  ■ncoearion 
of  nmilar  wlvantagee  tX  the  same  euy  rate  ;  and  Couitabks  from 
deterenoe  to  Soott't  wiabea,  and  from  hia  own  liking  for  the  hnmoroni 
Kuctioneer,  appean  to  have  mbmitted  with  hardly  a  momentary 
grudge  to  thii  lieav;y  tax  on  hie  moat  important  TentDrea."  ' 

Three  moQths  before  the  appearsnce  of  Rob  Eoy,  I  find 
coirespondence  initiated  on  the  subject  of  the  Secimd 
Series  of  the  Tales  of  My  Landlord.  Whether  the  acconnt 
given  by  Mr.  Lockhart'  of  John  Ballantyne's  iutromissiona 
on  this  occasion  be  literally  correct  or  no,  I  cannot  say, 
but  I  shall  quote  it  here,  and  follow  it  up  with  sereial 
letters  in  my  own  collection,  which  throw  additional  light 
on  the  transaction : — 

'  Hr.  Lookbart  tella  ua  (Life,  vol.  iv.  p.  68),  "  The  title  of  thia  novel 
waa  Buggeetad  by  Conatable,  and  he  told  me  yean  afterwarda  the  diffi- 
culty he  had  to  get  it  adopted  by  the  author." 

t  Life,  voL  iv.  yp.  69,  70.  *  Itid.  vol.  iv.  pp.  106-110; 
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"  Seott  dwired  John  BBllantyne  to  jvopoM  to  Cooatable  ud  Co. 
k  second  lerie*  of  the  Tales  of  Mj  Idndloid,  to  be  compriied,  like  the 
first,  in  four  Tolnmea,  uid  ready  for  publication  t^  '  the  King*! 
Birth-day,'  that  ii,  the  4tb  of  June  1818.  *  I  have  hungered  and 
tbircted,'  li«  wrote,  *to  Me  the  end  of  those  shabby  borrowing*  among 
frionda  ;  tliey  have  all  been  wiped  out  except  the  good  Ihike'e  £4000 
— and  I  will  not  suffer  either  new  offers  of  land  or  anything  else  to 
oome  in  the  way  of  that  clearanoe.  I  expect  that  yon  will  be  able  to 
anange  this  reanrrection  of  Jedediah,  so  that  £5000  ahall  be  at  my 

"  Hr.  lUgdnm  osed  to  glory  in  recounting  that  he  acquitted  himself 
(m  thi*  oocBsion  with  a  tpedei  of  dexterity  not  contemplated  in  his 
commisdon.  He  well  knew  how  sorel;  Constable  had  been  wonnded 
by  seeing  the  first  T&Iea  of  Jedediah  pobliihed  by  Hurray  and  Sbick- 
wood,  and  that  the  ntmoat  aaocesB  of  Bob  Roy  would  only  doable  his 
anxiety  to  keep  them  out  of  the  field,  when  thehint  sbonld  be  dropped 
that  a  seoond  us.  from  GMiderolendi  might  shortly  be  looked  for.  John 
therefore  took  a  oonvenieDt  opportunity  to  mention  the  new  scheme 
■a  if  caEoally — so  aa  to  give  Constable  the  impreision  that  the  author's 
piUTMMe  was  to  divide  the  aeoond  series  also  between  his  old  rival  in 
Albemarle  Street,  of  whom  his  jealooay  waa  slwayi  sensitiTe,  and  his 
nei^bonr  Blackwood,  whom,  if  there  had  been  no  other  grudge,  the 
recent  oondnct  and  rapidly  increaaing  tale  of  his  Magazine  would  have 
been  soffieient  t«  make  C<nBt»Ue  hate  wiUi  a  perfect  hatred.  To  «ee 
not  only  his  old  Scots  Magazine  eclipsed,  bnt  the  authority  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review  itself  bearded  on  its  own  soil  by  this  javenile  np- 
•tart,  waa  to  him  gall  and  wormwood ;  and,  moreover,  he  hinself  had 
come  in  for  his  share  in  some  of  those  grotesque  jeax  if  «iprit  by  which 
at  this  period  Blackwood's  youeg  Tory  wags  delighted  to  assail  their 
elders  and  betters  of  the  Whig  persuasion.  To  prevent  the  proprietor 
of  tbia  new  journal  from  aoquiring  anything  like  a  hold  on  the  Author 
of  Waveriey,  sad  thus  oompeting  with  himself  not  only  in  periodical 
literature,  bnt  in  the  highest  of  the  time,  was  an  object  for  which,  aa 
John  Ballantyne  shrewdly  gnessed.  Constable  would  have  made  at  that 
moment  almoat  any  sacrifice.  When,  therefore,  Vba  haughty  but 
trembling  bookaeller — ■  The  Lord  High  Constable '  (as  he  had  been 
dubbed  by  these  jeaten) — lignified  his  earnest  hope  that  the  second 
Tales  of  Hy  L«ndlord  were  destined  to  oome  out  under  the  same 
•mspioes  with  Bob  Boy,  the  plenipotentiary  aosirered  with  an  air  of 
deep  yfgn^  that  he  feared  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  author 
VOL.  m.  O 
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to  ditpose  of  the  work — nnleu  to  pnblialien  who  ilionld  sgrse 
to  Uke  with  it  Ike  v^mU  of  the  renutining  ttoak  of  'Joha  Ballan- 
tyne  and  Co. ; '  and  Comt*bIe,  pertinaaioaaly  u  he  had.  atood 
out  against  many  more  modeat  propoeitioiu  of  this  natnie,  waa 
BO  worked  upon  by  hit  jealoni  feelinge,  that  hia  reaolntion  at  once 
gave  way.  He  agieed.  on  the  inatant  to  do  all  that  John  aeemed  to 
ahrink  from  asking — aod  at  one  sweep  cleared  the  Augean  stable  in 
Hanover  Street,  of  Dnsaleable  rnbbith  to  the  amonnt  of  £6270.  I  am 
■BBDred  by  his  surviving  partner,  that  when  he  had  finally  redisposed 
of  the  stock,  he  found  himieli  a  loser  by  fnUy  two-tbirda  of   this 

"  Burthened  with  this  heavjr  oondition,  the  agreement  for  the  sale 
of  10,000  copies  of  the  embryo  series  waa  signed  before  tiie  end  of 
November  1817." 

From  the  following  pasBogd  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cadell 
to  my  father,  dated  22d  January  1818,  it  appears  that  Mr, 
Lockhart  must  have  been  mistaken  in  bis  version  of  the 
clearance  of  the  Augean  stable  in  Hanover  Street,  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  effected  till  a  later  period,  in 
accordance  with  a  su^estion  made  by  my  father's  partner, 
who  writes  as  follows  : — "  A  good  deal  of  thoi^ht  has 
brought  up  some  ideas  as  to  Eallantyne's  stock,  which  I 
have  little  doubt  you  will  approve  of— it  is  to  possess  it 
without  any  delay,  and  immediately  print  a  cAmp  list  or 
catalogue  of  the  whole  of  it,  along  with  any  of  our  own 
heavy  articles — eay  at  25  per  cent  from  sale,  and  circu- 
late this  throughout  the  whole  kii^om,  and,  if  necessaiy, 
push  it  by  a  traveller,  .  .  .  and  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
19th  makes  one  hope  that  Sobinson  might  perhaps  buy  a 
large  lot  of  Edinburgh  Annual  Begisters  in  sets,  and  Swift 
— both  for  America.  By  these  plana  we  may  reduce  this 
said  stock,  and  get  our  own  money  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  it,  packing  the  balance  off  at  what  it  will  briog. 
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We  will  thus  lay  a  strong  claim  on  the  aathor  of  the 
novels  to  prefer  us  to  all  others  in  time  coming." 

On  the  2l8t  September  I  find  Mr.  Scott  writing  ftom 
Abbotaford  to  my  father : — 

"  Sundap,  2\tl  SepU  1817- 

"  My  dbab  Sib, — I  hope  you  have  not  forgot  your 
purpose  of  coming  here.  To-morrow  I  go  to  the  Circuit, 
and  about  Thursday  we  expect  some  young  people  to 
attend  the  county  balL  From  Saturday  onward  we  are 
totally  disengaged,  and  will  take  care  to  continue  so,  when 
we  know  when  to  expect  Miss  Constable  and  yoiL  We 
have  every  prospect  of  fine  weather,  and  a  glorions  harvest, 
after  so  many  fears  and  tremors  on  that  important  subject 
My  cramps  have  been  tormenting,  but  are  now  mitigated ; 
I  trust  they  are  going  off  by  degrees,  as  they  have  not 
near  the  violence  of  the  attacks  in  spring. — I  am,  dear 
Sir,  very  truly  yours,  W,  Scott. 

"  John  Sallantyne,  who,  like  a  cat,  can  tumble  out  of 
a  ten-pair  of  stairs  window  and  light  on  his  feet,  is  on  hia 
return  here.  I  expect  Bullock  and  him  about  Tuesday. 
John  is  in  full  feather  and  high  spirits." 


Mr.  Scott  to  Mb.  John  Ballantine. 

"AsMfiBF0BJi,^th8tpt.  [1817]. 
"  Deab  John, — You  slipt  away  like  a  knotless  thread 
the  other  morning.  ...  I  should  wish  one  or  two  things 
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settled  before  ConstaUe  comes  here,  or  at  least  put  in 
kain.  The  one  is  the  terms  od  which  he  proposes  to 
settle  with  Longman ;  we  mvet  have  London  bills ;  and 
what  else  he  can  want  I  am  at  a  loss  to  guess.  The 
other  is  youi  share,  which  may  be  fixed  at  one-fourth  of 
the  affair.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  this  matter 
must  be  kept  ^iie  secret  till  Bob  Boy  is  out  Any 
neglect  of  prudence  on  this  score  wiU  hart  both  works. 
That  all  parties  may  be  assured  o£ — ^Yours  truly, 

"  W.  Scott." 

During  a  pleasant  visit  paid  to  Abbotsford  by  my 
father  and  his  eldest  daughter,  who  was  married  on  the 
14th  October  1817  to  his  partner,  Mr.  Eobert  Cadell,  pre- 
liminaries were  arranged  for  the  publication  of  the  Second 
Series  of  the  Tales  of  My  landlord.  The  following  letter 
records  a  &esh  purchase  of  land  by  Mr.  Scott : — 

Mb.  Scott  to  Mk  CoNSTABtB. 

"Abbotsioki),  lltA  October  ISIT. 

"  Deab  Sib, — I  have  to  return  you  my  best  thanks  for 
the  curious  letters — one  by  my  father's  grandfather,  the 
Laiid  of  Newmains ;  one  respecting  Harden,  who  appears 
to  have  been,  like  some  of  his  descendants,  occasionally 
short  of  cash.  They  are,  however,  a  thriving  generation 
in  their  way,  and  taking  them  on  the  whole.  I  have 
bought  Toftfield,  which  will  clear  the  eporran  which  yoo 
have  so  lately  filled.  I  fimcy,  by  the  very  curious  purse 
you  have  so  obhgtngly  given  me,  you  had  a  mind  to  give 
me  a  hint  how  to  ke^  my  cash ;  for  if  I  once  could  put 
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it  into  Bob  Soy's  leathern  convenience,  I  defy  any  one  to 
find  Uie  means  of  getting  it  out  again.  Hitherto  our 
united  ingenmty  has  not  bees  able  to  find  the  mode  of 
opening  it  However,  if  I  can  put  no  money  into  the 
Higfalandman's  sporran,  I  can  contrive  to  make  them  put 
some  into  mine,  which  is  as  much  to  the  purpose. 

"  Oui  womankind  leqaeat  to  be  particularly  remembered 
to  Miss  Constable,  and  are  very  happy  she  found  Tweed- 
dale  agreeable.  I  send  this  by  a  packet  to  John  B.,  and 
am,  in  haste,  yonis  truly,  Walter  Scott. 

"  The  stone  from  linlithgov  is  very  curioua." 

The  Messrs.  Longman  had  declined  to  accept  a  share  in 
The  Tales  on  the  terms  proposed  to  them ;  and  with 
reference  to  their  declinature,  and  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
bond  for  £4000,  Scott  writes  as  follows  to  John  Ballan- 
tyne ; — 

Ms.  Scott  to  Me.  Johh  Ballantthe. 

"  Sunday  amOng,  9th  iToii.  1817. 

"  Longman's  answer  most  be  considered  as  shutting  the 
chequer  with  respect  to  the  Tales.  You  can  only  regret  it 
is  not  in  your  power  to  admit  them  into  the  bargain,  as 
Mr.  Constable  takes  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  others  the 
share  reserved  for  them,  in  consequence  of  their  finally 
rejecting  it,  but  whatever  share  he  may  be  disposed  to 
admit  them  to,  whether  with  or  without  stock,  you  will  be 
happy  to  consent  to  on  the  part  of  the  author.  Mr.  Con- 
stable wrote  to  me  that  he  proposes  to  make  payment  of 
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the  sliaie  reserved  for  Longman  end  Co.,  in  good  accepted 
bills  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  atiit  my  convenience ;  you  will 
therefore  forthwith  arrange  with  Mr.  Cadell  the  day  and 
manner  in  which  the  bond  is  to  be  taken  np.  The  agree- 
ment states  that  from  £4000  to  £5000  is  to  be  placed  at 
my  command  at  Martinmas,  but  if  anything  above  £4000 
be  wanted,  acceptances  from  the  parties  to  myself  will  do 
well  enough.  Ton  will  lose  no  time  in  this  matter ;  aU 
our  intercourse  with  the  bond-boldera  having  been  through 
Mr.  Cadell,  he  will  of  course  take  the  trouble  finally  to 
close  with  them.  I  wish  him  joy  of  his  change  of  con- 
dition, and  hope  soon  to  do  it  personally. 

"  The  illness  is  quite  off,  but  Clarkson  says  I  must  take 
a  few  days'  holidays ;  they  will  be  ray  last,  for  winter 
must  be  well  and  seriously  employed. — Yours  truly, 

"  W.  S." 

On  the  subject  of  the  declinature  by  Messrs.  Longman, 
Mr.  Scott  wrote  as  follows  to  my  father : — 

Mr,  Scotf  to  Mr.  Conbtable, 

"  AaBOTaroRD,  lOth  Ifoven^er  1817. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  wrote  to  you  half  a  letter,  but  after- 
wards thought  it  worth  while  to  wait  a  final  answer  from 
Longman's  house.  I  was  not  desirous  to  fiing  the  door 
in  their  face,  though  indifferent  to  their  thinking  proper 
to  shut  it  upon  themselves.  Their  ultimate  answer  inti- 
mated a  desire  to  take  the  share  retained,  vnthout  any 
part  of  the  stock,  on  the  terms  settled  with  you.  I  have 
desired  J.  B.  to  reply  that  they  having  definitively  de- 
clined the  share  and  terms  proposed,  the  whole  bargain 
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was  in  consequence  taken  up  by  your  boose,  who  would 
be  the  proper  peisons  to  deal  with  as  to  the  share  and 
terms  they  might  wish.*  So  you  have  the  staff  In  your 
own  band,  and,  as  you  are  on  the  spot,  can  manage  it 
your  own  way.  Depend  on  it,  that,  barring  unforeseen 
illness  or  death,  these  will  be  the  best  volumes  which 
have  appeared.  I  piqne  myself  on  the  fiist  tale,  which  is 
called  The  Heart  of  Midlothian.  I  have  been  dreadfully 
broke  in  upon  by  company  here,  otherwise  Eob  Eoy  would 
have  been  out  But  not  having  even  a  closet  to  be 
private  in,  my  course  has  necessarily  been  retarded.  But 
time  lost  shall,  and  Indeed  must,  be  made  up,  and  you 
know  how  I  can  move  upon  a  pinch.  I  have  had  a 
bad  touch  of  the  cramp  on  the  change  of  weather,  but  it 
gave  way  to  bleeding  without  any  bad  consequences — 
save  the  firight 

"  Please  to  write  to  Mr.  CadeU  and  send  the  needful 
for  makiug  up  Longman's  share  of  the  bond-money.  I 
shall  want  only  £4000,  unless  I  buy  more  land ;  but  if  I 
do  this  desperate  deed,  simple  acceptances  will  serve  for 
the  odd  £1000,  stipulated  to  be  payable  at  Martinmas  if 
required.     My  neighbour  Nicol  Milne  is  mighty  desirous 

*  Heasn.  Lcrngmui  very  natarally  felt  annoyed  by  the  iwae  o(  tliu 
segotiation,  with  regud  to  whioh  Mr.  Csdell  qiuiiitly  expreaiefl  him- 
«elf  ai  follow! : — "  At  to  Longnaii  and  Co.,  I  hare  no  hetitation  in 
•dmittiug  that  it  ii  onr  intereat  to  keep  well  with  them ;  and  nothing 
wonld  give  me  mon  nneaainoH  than  to  aee  any  difference;  bnt  for  the 
life  of  tne  I  «ee  no  oocanon  for  any  taai/kt  on  our  part  to  attain  what 
ii  not  in  danger.  They  have  themtelvee  to  blame  for  the  want  of  the 
Tales,  and  may  grnmble  at  they  ehooee  ;  we  have  Taggy  by  the  (oil, 
nd  if  we  have  inflnenee  to  keep  the  bert  anthor  ot  the  day,  we  onght 
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I  should  buy,  at  a  mighty  higli  rata,  some  land  betveen 
me  and  the  lake,  which  lies  mighiy  coDTenieDt,  but  I  em 
mightUy  determined  to  give  nothii^  more  than  the  valae, 
so  that  it  is  likely  to  end  like  the  old  proverb  Ex  Niehalo 
NidiUJU. 

"1  wish  you  sincerely  joy  of  Miss  Constable's  veiy 
desirable  settlement,  which  promises  much  happiness  on 
all  sides. 

"  There  was  a  publication,  within  this  year  or  two,  ot 
the  music  and  songs  connected  with  Shakespeare.  You 
will  oblige  me  greatly  by  procuring  me  a  copy.  When  I 
next  write  to  you,  I  will  send  under  Mr.  IVeeling's  cover 
a  letter  or  two  for  aathors  in  fore^  parts,  which  I  will 
commend  to  yonr  attention  in  getting  them  forwarded. 

"  Please  to  address  to  Edinbui^h,  as  I  shall  be  there 
in  the  end  of  the  week. — Yours  truly, 

"  Waltek  Scott. 

"  I  find  I  have  missed  the  post,  so  send  to  your  friendly 
care,  under  Mr.  FreeLing's  cover,  two  letters,  one  for  Mr. 
Douce,  whose  present  address  you  will  learn  at  Longman's 
or  Triphook's,  and  one  for  Madame  Schubart,  translator  of 
some  ballad^  of  mine,  which  Bohn,  the  German  bookseller 
in  Covent  Garden,  will  take  care  to  send  safe  if  you  com- 
mend it  to  his  charge. 

"  We  have  just  received  information  of  the  great  loss 
which  the  country  has  sustained.  Under  eveiy  point  of 
view  it  ia  a  fearful  calamity."^ 

1  The  PrinctM  ClurMte  kmd  died  »t  ClaNmont  M  the  9th  NoT«m  bar 
1817. 
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L  Constable  amd  Co.  to  Mr.  Soott.' 

"EDiBBVRaH,  2lttlfm.  1817. 

"Sib, — In  conaequeace  of  the  conversation  our  Mr. 
Cttdell  had  with  you  yesterday,  the  propei  intimation  haa 
this  day  been  given  in  writing  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of 
the  bond,  and  the  whole  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds  will 
thus  &11  to  be  paid  at  the  next  term  of  Whitsunday. 

"  Having  duly  considered  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
transaction,  and  what  appear  to  be  youi  wishes  on  the 
subject,  besides  putting  the  matter  out  of  the  reach  of  dis- 
pute or  annoyance  to  any  of  the  parties,  we  will  take  upon 
ourselves  the  obligation  of  making  good  this  payment  of 
£4000  sterling,  at  the  next  tenn  of  Whitsunday ;  and 
further,  as  this  anangement  takes  a  large  sum  of  negotia- 
tion, and  keeps  our  name  from  appearing  on  bills  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  in  the  transaction  lately  entered  into 
with  Mr.  John  Ballaotyne,  we  engage  also  to  pay  the 
annuity  on  said  bond  for  that  period  of  six  months,  and  to 
relieve  you  of  all  expenses  and  trouble  attending  it  ftom 
this  time ;  the  legal  steps  being  taken,  ve  can  insure  the 
bond  being  put  into  your  hands  cancelled  at  May  1818. 
It  being  understood  that  this  bond  of  £4000,  when  so  paid 
or  delivered  up,  goes  in  part  of  the  sums  to  benuade  good 
by  us  in  the  transaction  with  Mr.  John  BaUantyne  before 
alluded  to.  The  proportions  of  the  extra  expense  incurred 
in  the  present  case  we  can  realize  from  the  other  parties 
to  the  transaction.  Your  acknowledgment  of  this  we  pre- 
sume will  be  quite  sufficient      A.  CoKsrrABU  and  Co." 

»  Thim  letter  it  written  ia  name  of  the  firm  by  Mr.  Caddl,  hi* 
partner  being  at  the  time  London. 
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Mr.  Scorr  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  Abbotbford,  Deer.  31,  1817. 

"  Bear  Sir, — I  had  a  very  bad  touch  of  the  cramp  for 
about  three  weeks  in  November,  which,  with  its  natural 
attendanta  of  duluesa  and  weaknesa,  made  me  anable  to 
get  our  matters  forward  till  last  week,  when  all  was 
ended  so  far  as  depended  on  me,  I  am  resting  myself 
here  a  few  days  before  commencing  my  new  labours, 
which  will  be  untrodden  ground,  and,  I  think,  pretty 
likely  to  succeed.  I  suppose  you  will  soon  leave  town, 
in  which  case  I  will  b^  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  a 
small  commission  or  two  for  me.  Tou  remember  yon 
said  yon  thought  you  could  get  the  new  State  Triala  for 
me,  and  take  my  folios  in  exchange.  I  fancy  Howel's  is 
a  very  snperior  boolt.  And  if,  in  your  walka,  you  can 
get  me  a  copy  of  the  music  belonging  to  Shakespeare, 
which  was  published  some  short  time  ago,  yon  will  oblige 
me  much,  as  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  it  here. 

"  I  think  I  have  found  out  a  remedy  for  my  troublesome 
disorder ;  at  any  rate  the  nature  of  its  recurring  shows  that 
it  is  not  dangerous,  as  I  at  first  apprehended. — Believe 
me,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly,  Walter  Scott." 

This  letter  was  written  on  the  day  on  which  Eob  Eoy 
was  given  to  the  public  The  first  edition  consisted  of 
10,000  copies,  and  within  three  weeks  after  its  publica- 
tion a  second  of  5000  copies  was  at  press. 

On  the  ]  Cith  January  1 8 1 8  Mr.  Cadell  writes  : — "  I  had 
yesterday  a  call  from  the  author  of  Bob  Boy,  looking  as 
healthy  aa  possible.    He  is  to  begin  the  new  Tales  imme- 
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diately  after  the  funeral  of  James  Ballantyne'a  mother. 
He  wants  all  the  tracts,  pamphlets,  etc.,  that  ve  can  get 
Mm  about  Captain  Porteons's  moh,  foi  the  tale.  The  Heart 
of  Midlothian.  He  was  in  great  glee ;  hut  as  he  stopped 
but  a  short  time,  I  had  scarcely  an  opportunity  of  more 
than  hintii^  that  three  volumes  now  and  three  in  autumn 
would  very  much  increase  the  interest.  I  will  get  David 
to  look  among  yoor  books  for  all  he  can  collect  about 
Captain  Porteons,  and  take  them  to  him.  I  mentioned  to 
Mr.  S.  that  there  was  a  German  translation  of  Gay  Man- 
nering  among  David's  collections  in  Germany,  which  I 
will  get,  and  take  to  Castle  Street  He  wants  to  see  David, 
who  can  call  on  him  with  the  translations  of  the  poems ; 
bat  it  would  not  do  for  him  to  take  Guy,  in  case  Mr.  S. 
might  feel  hurt  at  the  eapoei.'  On  the  30th  of  the  same 
month  Mr.  Cadell  writes : — "  It  gives  me  no  small  pleasure 
to  inform  you  that  the  new  Tales  of  My  Landlord  are  at 
press  1 1 !  and,  what  is  more,  a  considerable  portion  of  them. 
The  author  says  that  he  feels  himself  very  strong  with  what 
he  has  now  in  band.  The  report  of  such  being  forthcoming 
is  gaining  ground,  but  the  author  does  not  wish  them 
announced  for  a  long  time  yet,  and  I  dare  say  he  is  right." 
The  trade  were  in  great  anxiety  at  this  time — not,  I 
fear,  from  altogether  disinterested  motives — about  the 
health 'of  Mr.  Scott,  and  on  February  6th  Mr.  Cadell, 
who,  judging  from  his  letters  on  the  subject,  had 
himself  been  one  of  the  most  despondent,  sends  the 
following  comforting  assutsnce  to  my  father,  then  in 
London  : — "  The  Row  are  all  wrong  about  Mr.  Scott.  I 
saw  his  doctor  yesterday,  who  said  he  was  amazingly  well, 
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and  had  not  bad  the  periodical  letum  of  cramp  which  he 
has  been  accustomed  to  have  for  some  months  past,  -which 
is  considered  a  very  good  omen  ;  and  I  hear  from  vaiioiis 
quarters  that  he  is  in  great  glee,  -working  away  at  the 
Tales.  The  first  tale  is  to  be  The  Heart  of  Midlothian ; 
the  second,  the  Regalia,^  which  was  found  on  Wednesday. 
You  have  with  this  a  full  account  &Qm  the  Coaiaot  oC 
yesterday,  written  by  Mr.  Scott."  A  portion  of  the 
original  manuscript  of  this  account  is  in  my  possession. 

On  the  12tb  February  1818,  my  father,  who  had  been 
upwards  of  three  years  a  widower,  married  Charlotte, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Keale,  Esq.,  who  had  been  a 
menjiant  in  Edinburgh,  and  whose  family  had  removed 
to  England  after  his  death.  This  event  was  hailed  with 
tmmingled  satisfoction  by  bis  family  and  friends,  and  is 
thus  referred  to  two  days  later  by  Mr.  Cadell : — "  I  sit 
down  with  a  new  pen  and  a  sheet  of  particular  paper  to 
tender  to  you  and  my  manmia,  from  myself  and  my 
much-prized  partner,  our  beat  and  wannest  congratula- 
tions. .  .  .  Let  me  now  tell  you,  that  although  you  were 
of  the  order  of  the  rueful  countenance  on  the  1 4th  of 
October  last,  that  day,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  turn  out  to 
have  been  a  propitious  one  for  us  all"' 

'  Hr.  Soott  mnit  h»re  aaiit«oipkt«d  m  Tale  in  oonnflzioii  with  thU 
•abject,  mod  mfterwmTds  abandoned  tbe  idea.  In  a  letter  to  Daniel 
Terry,  dated  8th  Pebroaiy  IBIS,  he  laya,  "a  beaatifiil  Drama  might 
be  made  of  the  conce^menl  of  the  Sootoh  regalia  daring  the  troablea." 
— See  life,  toL  It.  p.  12S. 

*  Ala*  for  honuui  foree^t  I  My  Nater'i  (bori  bat  happy  nnion 
with  Mr.  Cadell  waa  twnunated  b;  her  death  on  the  16th  July,  then 
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John  BallaulTne,  incoDTniieiit  Seneval  of  Bille-Tfaw  TrsTela  on  tbe  Coq- 
Uneot  projected  and  ooDtracted  for— Death  and  Bequest  of  Hr.  Carpenter 
— Boit'a  Letters  ^m  the  North  of  Scotland— Collected  FoemB— Sale  of 
Copyrighta— Ph^elcal  ConniidTuinB — Jealous  interest  in  Jamea  Ballantyne 
anil  Co.— Third  Beriea  of  Tales  of  Hj  Landlotd,  nie  Bride  of  I«mmer- 
moor  and  The  Legend  of  Uontroee — iTanhoe  and  The  Honaiteij  in  pro- 


NoTWTTHsrASDiSG  the  friendly  relations  apparently 
existing  at  thia  time  between  Mr.  Scott  and  Constable  and 
Co.,  donbte  seem  to  have  arisen  as  to  the  commercial  des- 
tination of  the  Tork  that  v&s  to  foUov  the  Second  Series 
of  Tales  of  My  Landlord.  The  conduct  of  John  Ballan- 
tya6  does  appear,  on  some  occasions,  to  have  been  rather 
tortnoQs,  and  on  aU  occasions  more  exacting  in  the  matter 
of  pecnniary  accommodation  than  was  either  convenient 
or  agreeable  to  that  firm.  On  June  12,  1818,  my  father 
vrites  to  Mr.  Cadell,  then  in  London: — ""We  have  a 
strong  ai^ioment  in  our  heavy  concern  in  the  Register 
1S14,  1815,  and  onr  takii^  J.  R's  books,  but  both  John 
and  James  Rallantyne  have  shown  an  evident  desire  to 
quarrel  with  as  for  sevenl  months  past.  John's  mode  of 
doing  bnsineBS  with  ns  is  quite  abominable :  every  bill 
the^  want  renewed — granted  for  their  own  accommoda- 
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tion,'— he  must  Bee  his  agreements,  etc. ;  in  short,  we  ate 
treated  in  an  unbuaiaessUke  and  most  nnbecoming  way. 
...  I  will  do  all  that  propriety  and  prudence  dictate  to 
avoid  any  open  ruptnre  with  them,  but  T  fear  it  ia  at  no 
great  distance.  .  .  .  We  are  under  no  less  than  £7000  for 
them,  which  must  be  reduced.  I  don't  believe  that  Mr. 
Scott  is  aware  of  the  full  extent  of  it^  but  if  the  Tales 
were  finished,  he  shall  be  informed,  and  actually  requested 
to  pay  all  oft  Our  regular  and  legitimate  dealings  are 
quite  enoiigb." 

The  Heart  of  Midlothian  waa  published  in  June  1818, 
and  received  with  the  usual  meed  of  approbation.  On 
the  1 5th  my  father  wrote  as  follows : — "  I  had  a  long 
conveisation  with  John  £.  on  Saturday.  There  is  no 
bargain  with  any  one  as  yet  about  new  Tales,  but  there 
have  been  attempts  from  Princes  Street  John  says  that 
the  author  does  not  want  money  just  yet,  bat  may  soon, 
when  bills  will  do,  but  that  both  he  and  'James,  poor 
fellow,'  aa  he  observed,  most  have  ^iees.  He  mentioned 
having  heard  from  Longman  and  Co.,  but  said  that  he  had 
not  answered  their  letter  yet  .  .  .  You  will  find  an  appli- 
cation  immediately  after  the  present  volumes  are  ready, 
that  we  give  the  B.'s  one-fourth  each,  we  advancing  all  the 
needful,  or  some  eoch  proposition.  I  could  wish  that  an 
arrangement,  if  it  did  not  involve  engagements,  conld  be 
made  before  John  Murray  comes  down,  as  I  dread  some 
tampering  with  him." 

Whatever  attempts  may  have  been  made  to  detach 
Scott  about  this  time  from  my  father's  firm  had  proved 
unsuccessful ;  but  both  partners  must  have  had  their 
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apptehetiBioDS,  for  I  find  Mr.  Cadell,  ob  the  16th  August, 
writing  as  follows  : — "  Murray  will  visit  Mr.  Scott,  and  I 
am  anzions  for  your  return,  that  some  commmiication  be 
made  soon  about  the  small  edition  of  the  Novels.  I  have 
an  idea  in  my  head  that  may  do  some  good — to  make  oar 
calculations  of  cost  with  all  deliberation,  and  consider 
what  we  should  say ;  and  as  I  have  the  intention  of  so 
soon  passing  his  door,  I  could  be  referred  to  as  having  the 
documents,  and  would  talk  to  him  on  the  subject.  I  conld 
come  from  Crailing  and  spend  a  day  or  two  with  him,  and 
speak  not  only  of  this,  but  of  the  Register.  I  would  also 
ask  about  his  promised  article  for  the  Magazine.  I  would 
not  be  mealy-mouthed — we  must  be  so  no  longer.  Others 
drop  this  and  get  on  with  astonishing  success  :  we  must 
go  and  do  likewise." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  suggestion,  Mr.  Cadell 
visiteA  Abbotsford,  and  wrote  as  follows  to  my  father,  on 
the  6th  September,  on  his  return  to  Crailing  House : — 
"  The  morning  after  I  received  yours  I  set  out  for  Abbots- 
ford,  which  I  reached  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
I  found  the  lion  in  bis  den,  very  busy ;  he  however  laid 
his  pen  aside,  and  walked  round  the  whole  of  his  property 
with  me  ;  we  were  on  foot  nearly  five  hours.  We  had  a 
long  crack,  both  then  and  afterwards,  on  various,  indeed  I 
may  almost  say  every,  subject,  all  which  I  shall  teU  you 
about  when  I  return.  He  said  he  had  written  to  you 
about  some  more  money,  and  in  the  meantime  wishes  the 
three  £600  bills  to  stand  at  his  debit  He  is  to  be  in 
town  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  when  you  may  look  for  a 
call    He  is  in  great  spirits,  and  I  do  think  we  stand  very 


.dbvGooyk" 


112  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

well  with  him,  aod  bid  fair  to  retain  the  place  we  hold. 
He  ia  working  hard,  and  says  he  shall  publish  in  Novem- 
ber. He  takes  a  solemn  leave  of  the  public,  and  then 
turns  hia  mind  to  the  Letters  on  the  Eistoiy  of  Scotland  ; 
as  he  does  not  intend  to  go  to  Italy  in  the  summer  of 
1619,  but  in  the  following  winter — the  summer  season  in 
that  country  is  unhealthy.  In  foct,  we  had  a  crack  for 
many  bouts.  I  asked  him  point-blank  for  hia  promised 
article  on  Dreams  for  the  Magazine ;  he  has  that  in  the 
country  however.  I  also  [asked]  him  about  a  Tale.  He 
thought  it  a  good  idea,  and  after  what  he  has  in  band, 
might  be  managed.  When  I  return,  I  shall  mention  to 
you  various  circumstancee  to  show  how  necessary  it  ia  to 
exert  with  our  Magazine — to  get  leading  and  smart  articles 
on  (general  Criticism,  etc.  It  is  clear  that  he  ia  spoken  to 
much  about  the  other.  He  has  not  got  the  last  Number 
of  oura,  which  is  a  pity,  as  I  spoke  of  the  Review  T>y  Mr. 
Wright,  which  he  bad  not  seen." 

Later,  on  the  9th  November,  Mr.  Gadell  writes : — "  With 
this  you  have  copy  of  John  Ballantyne's  communication, 
which,  on  the  whole,  I  cannot  but  look  upon  as  most 
advant^eous.  It  ia  unconnected  with  bod  books,  and  is 
got  for  the  bare  advance  of  a  portion  of  the  profits ;  in 
&ct,  for  Bu<di  a  work,  and  &om  such  an  author,  the  terms 
are  most  favourable,  .  .  .  and  if  health  or  the  Court  pre- 
vent his  going,  we  must  just  get  John  to  procure  a  novel 
or  something  else  in  its  place;  what  we  get  is  little 
enough  to  whitewash  the  E.  A.  Blister.  What  with  the 
Continental  Letters,  the  new  Tales,  and  the  History  of 
Scotland,  we  have  a  prodigious  stake  in  the  great  man ; 
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but  our  iii8uraiices^  enable  us  to  go  further  tban  an;  others 
dare  to  do,  and  I  have  little  doubt  we  will  in  due  time  get 
all  matters  made  emooth ;  if  he  lives  tbere  is  no  fear.  .  .  . 
We  may,  without  being  too  sanguine,  calculate  on  £8000 
to  £10,000  of  profit  on  works  already  contracted  for !  If 
any  incident  prevents  his  going  to  the  Continent,  I  sin- 
cerely hope  he  may  get  on  with  the  History  of  Scotland ; 
and  after  that,  if  he  does  not  travel,  write  a  novel  to  repay 
the  siller  which  will  have  gone  into  the  'jaw-hole,'  and  be 
only  redeemable  in  that  way," 

Mr.  Scott  being  soon  afterwards  again  in  serious  pecu- 
niary difficulties,  Mr.  Gadell  went  to  him  directly,  and 
told  him  of  a  quarter  where,  on  his  own  security,  and  that 
of  Constable  and  Co.,  he  might  obtain  the  use  of  £2000, 
and  added  that  he  came  to  state  this  thus  directly,  in  case 
Sir  Walter  might  not  wish  the  matter  to  go  further. 
"  He  mentioned  that  it  would  aid  him  mnch,  aud  that 
he  would  wipe  it  out  by  something  good  in  our  own  way. 
I  saw  something  brewing  that  I  cannot  well  explain  in 
writing,  and  that  we  shall  have  immediately  some  n^otia- 
tion  through  John  Ballantyne.  ...  I  know  you  will  say 
we  Bse  going  too  far,  I  am  aware  that  the  remark  is 
not  iU-fonnded,  but  to  his  own  name  we  are  under 
no  risk  of  loss.  The  day  on  which  I  called  about  the 
Tales,  I  clearly  saw  that  something  was  annoying  him. 
Indeed,  he  confessed  that  bis  mind,  if  this  measure  did, 
would  be  greatly  relieved  prior  to  his  going  to  the  Con- 
tinent." 
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It  is  stated  1  that  in  the  close  of  1818  Scott  bad  formed 
a  project  of  joiiiliig  the  Duke  of  Buccieuch  and  Captwn 
Adam  Fei^uson  Id  an  extensive  Continetital  tour,  and  on 
the  15th  January  1819  Scott  himself  writes  to  the  latter : 
— "  I  am  not  sure  at  all  whether  I  shall  not  come  to  Lisbon 
and  surprise  you,  instead  of  going  to  Italy  by  Switzerland ; 
that  is,  providing  the  state  of  Spain  will  allow  me,  without 
any  unreasonable  danger  of  my  throat,  to  get  from  Lisbon 
to  Madrid,  and  thence  to  Gibraltar,  I  am  determined  to 
roll  a  little  about,  for  I  have  lost  much  of  my  usual  views 
of  summer  pleasure  here."*  Mr.  Lockhart  makes  no 
mention  of  any  projected  literary  work  in  connexion  with 
this  unrealized  excursion,  but  the  following  correspondence 
of  November  1818  shows  that  an  important  contract  had 
been  concluded  on  the  strength  of  the  mere  intention  : — 

Mr.  John  Ballantvxe  to  Mr.  Cokstable. 

"  Abbotstoks,  lih  Jfov.  1818. 

"I  trust  I  have  to  communicate  to  you  the  most  satis- 
factory intelligence.  On  a  visit  here  I  have  succeeded  in 
securing  by  a  regular  offer  and  acceptance,  of  which  you 
have  copies  annexed,  the  '  New  Travels  on  the  Continent,' 
respecting  which  the  author  thinks  as  little  as  needful 
may  be  said,  but  this  of  course  is  left  to  your  own  discre- 
tion. I  propose  (as  at  our  communing)  to  have  a  third, 
and  your  house  two-third  shares ;  all  subordinate  matters 
arising  can  be  settled  hereafter.  This  work  must  have 
great  success — for  we  certainly  know  little  of  the  present 

•  8«e  Life,  vol.  iv.  p.  22,  »  See  life,  toI.  It.  p.  223. 
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state  of  the  Coatinent — &om  sucli  liigh  authority,  both 
political  and  literary, 

"To  leave  room  for  the  copies  I  most  conclude  my 
letter,  and  I  tra9t  to  hear  from  you  in  cotuse.  I  am  now 
hurrying  home  to  raise  my  £1000,  the  £2000  arising  pay- 
able from  your  sharea  you  will  no  doubt  accept  for.  Of 
coarse  I  shall  make  no  objection  to  your  parting  with  any 
share  of  this  copyright  in  London,  or  think  of  interfering 
with  your  arrangements  for  its  sale ;  considering  you  the 
husband  of  the  book, — I  am  always,  dear  Sir,       J,  B." 


Mr.  John  BALUimrNE  to  Mb.  Scott. 

" Abbotbtobd,  7&Ifovanber  1818. 

"Sib, — Acting  upon  instructions  received  from  Mr, 
Constable  previous  to  his  departure  for  London,  I  here- 
by make  offer  to  you,  in  his  name  and  my  own,  for 
an  edition  or  editions,  amounting  in  all  to  Ten  Thousand 
Copies,  of  a  work  in  three  volumes  octavo,  being  a  con- 
tinuation of  Paul's  Letters,  and  to  contain  your  own 
farther  travels  on  the  Continent  next  season,  a  deposit  of 
Three  Thousand  Founds  aterlii^  to  he  raised  in  the  course 
of  the  present  month ;  and,  eventually,  to  pay  to  your 
order  (as  usual)  the  full  half-profits  of  the  above  work, 
payable  on  publication,  without  any  deduction  of  charge 
for  advertising  or  other  expense  beyond  paper  and  print : 
the  above  Three  Thousand  Pounds  to  go  to  your  debit  in 
the  division  of  profits  on  the  first  edition  of  the  work. — 
I  am.  Sir,  for  Mr.  Constable  and  self,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  John  BALLAinrNE." 


.d  by  Google 


118  SIR  WALTER  SCOT^ 

Ms.  Scorr  to  Mr.  Jobh  BALtAHTTNt 
"  SiE, — I  accept  of  the  above  terms  ;  it  being,  however, 
understood  that  in  case  either  Irom  health  or  the  neces- 
sity of  attendiDg  the  Court  of  Session,  or  any  other  cir- 
cumstance of  intervemng  difflculty,  I  find  myself  unable 
to  fulfil  my  purpose  of  going  upon  the  Continent,  I  shall 
be  at  liberty  from  the  engagement,  being  in  that  case 
obl^d  to  take  up  the  bills  issued  for  raising  the  deposit 
of  three  thousand  pounds  sterling. — I  remain  your  obe- 
dient aervt,  "Waltkk  Scon.'* 

Mb.  John  Ballahttnb  to  Ms.  Cokstablb. 
"  I  feel  satisfied  that  it  is  unlikely  you  will  disapprove 
of  my  part  of  this  bargain,  and  that  it  is  the  one  yon 
would  have  made  yourself  if  on  the  spot ;  should  I  be 
mistaken,  however,  and  have  'outrun  the  Constable'  in 
my  zeal  for  so  desirable  an  object,  I  shall  surely  expect  to 
hear  from  you  in  course ;  the  third  I  have  reserved,  being 
all  I  can  well  undertake  for  on  my  own  account    J.  B." 

Mb.  Johk  Ballanttke  to  MssaRs.  Constable  ahd  Co, 

"Edissusgh,  10th  Nmmber  1818. 

"Gbhtlemeh, —  Having  acted  for  you  and  self  in  the 
annealed  described  transaction  with  Walter  Scott,  Esq.,  I 
hereby  state  that  I  did  so  under  the  consideration  that 
your  house  was  to  have  two-thirds  of  the  work  and  myself 
one-third,  which  I  trust  will  be  satisfactory.  In  this  case 
you  will  please  to  append  your  acceptance  and  t^ree- 
ment  hereta — I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  servt, 
"  John  Ballantyne. 
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"  The  credit  will  be  as  usual, — six  and  twelve  mouths 
after  publication." 

"Edinburgh,  l\ih  November  1818. — We  hereby  accept 
of  the  ofiei  made  in  the  foregoing  letter. 

"  Aechd.  Constable  and  Co." 

"  In  conformity  to  the  foregoing  arrangements,  I  have 
received,  this  1 1th  November,  the  acceptance  of  Messrs, 
Constable  and  Co.  to  foar  bills  of  £500  each,  at  6,  8,  10, 
and  1 2  months,  to  be  carried  on  till  the  terms  of  payment 
a^  specified  by  the  author,  or  leaving  a  claim  of  interest 
for  unexpired  time,  to  be  payable  to  Messrs.  Constable 
and  Co.  should  they  take  up  the  bills  earlier. 

"John  Ballahtybe,  Agenifor  the  Atdhor." 

Mb.  John  Ballanttne  to  Mesbbb.  Constable  and  Co. 


[,  lOfA  ifovenAa-  1818. 

"  Gentleuen, — I  hereby  offer  you  the  whole  books 
attaching  to  my  ode-third  share  of  10,000  copies  of  the 
work  before  described,  at  10  per  cent,  below  sale  price, 
to  be  paid  I^  bills  at  10,  12,  and  IS  months  from  pub- 
lication.— I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedt  servt, 

"John  Ballantyne." 

"  We  accept  of  the  above. — Abchd.  Constable  and  Co. 
"Edinburgh,  Wth  November  1818." 

My  fother  was  in  London  while  this  aiTangement  was 
being  made,  but  it  appeared  to  his  partner  so  clearly  for 
the  advantage  of  their  house,  that  Mr.  Cadell  did  not 
hesitate  to  conclude  it  on  bis  own  responsibility,  and 
announced  the  fact  as  follows : — 
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'•EDisvVBas,  Smtdag,  Sth  Nov.  1818. 

"  My  deah  Sih, — This  morning's  poat  has  brought  to 
hand  a  loi^  letter  from  John  Do,  at  Abbotsford,  who  has 
agreed  with  Mr.  Scott  for  his  Continental  Travels,  in  3  vols, 
octavo,  himself  (John)  to  have  one-thii-d,  and  us  two- 
thirds,  the  number  10,000,  and  the  division  half-profits. 
To  say  the  least  of  it,  the  bai^n  is  not  a  bad  one  by  any 
means;  and  this  is  clear,  whatever  share  John  has  in 
these  matters,  he  certainly  has  the  merit  of  getting  them 
arranged.  I  shall  not  have  time  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
his  letter  and  agreement  to-day,  but,  as  there  will  be  a 
coach-parcel  to-morrow,  I  shall  not  fail  to  possess  you  of 
it.  The  only  prominent  part  to  be  acted  juU  now  is,  that 
£3000  must  be  forthcoming  this  mouth — £2000  of  it  by 
us.  I  have  no  doubt  John  counts  on  our  doing  both 
parts,  which,  upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
object  to ;  but  when  he  comes  to  ask  it,  I  shall  make  a 
point  of  securing  his  share,  that  we  may  have  a  command 
of  the  book.  I  cannot,  from  want  of  time,  enter  into  the 
particulars  of  the  bargain,  but  Mr,  Scott  binds  himself,  in 
case  of  bad  health,  or  the  business  of  the  Court,  to  take  up 
the  bills  to  be  granted  on  account  of  this  book.  I  shall 
accept  of  the  bargain  without  any  delay,  and  try  to  grant 
the  bills,  if  possible,  to  Mr.  Scott  himself  He  does  not 
wish  it  mentioned  for  the  present  John  Do's  com- 
munication ia,  upon  the  whole,  fair,  and  the  good  of  the 
arrangement  is,  that  it  is  quite  unfettered  with  anything 
but  a  division  of  profits. 

"  As,  in  all  likelihood,  John  will  be  at  me  before  I  can 
hear  ft'om  you,  I  shall  close  the  matter  as  smoothly  as 
1  can." 
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In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cadell  to  my  Either,  of  December 
3d,  I  fimd  the  following  passage  with  reference  to  the 
bequest  of  Mr.  Carpenter  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Scott ; — 
"  I  had  yesterday  a  call  from  Mr,  Scott  in  great  glee.  He 
said  the  succession  to  his  family  will  be  between  forty 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  I  hear,  however,  that  there  is 
£15,000  of  it  doubtfuL  He  says  he  will  write  no  less 
from  this  great  windfall  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch  is  just 
setting  off.  for  the  Continent  with  Captain  Ferguson.  Mr. 
Scott  expects  to  meet  him  in  Eome  during  the  spring  or 
summer.  He  is  in  great  feather, — asked  about  you,  and 
requested  me  to  mention  to  you  this  his  said  good 
fortune." 

Owing  to  some  "  circumstance  of  intervening  diffi- 
culty "  Mr.  Scott  fouad  it  necessary  to  abandon  the  idea 
of  tliis  piY>jected  tour.  The  following  letter,  referring  to 
an  edition  of  Burt's  Letters  from  the  North  of  Scotland, 
which  had  been  advertised  in  London  with  his  name  upon 
the  title-page,  was  written  from  Edinburgh  to  my  father, 
then  in  London,  on  the  18th  December  1818: — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  two  or  three  things  to  write  to  yon 
about,  and  have  only  waited  till  I  was  settled  in  Edin- 
burgh; and  now  there  is  added  unto  these  a  trifling 
vexation,  in  whicli  I  will  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  act  as 
my  friend  and  agent. 

"  Some  time  ago  Messrs.  Gale  and  Fenner  applied  m  me 
to  publish  a  new  edition  of  Barfs  Letters  from  the  North 
of  Scotland,  which  I  declined,  but  referred  them  to  Mr. 
Kobert  Jamieson  as  a  person  every  way  fitted  to  do  so ; 
and  wishing  at  onoe  to  befriend  him  and  to  do  an  agree- 
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able  thing  to  a  respectable  house,  I  promised  to  give  him 
acceas  to  such  informatioii  as  should  happeu  to  be  in  my 
power.  Accordingly  I  put  into  Mr.  Jamieson's  hands  two 
or  three  volumes  of  mannscnpt  collections  respecting  the 
Highlands,  from  which  I  suppose  be  received  some  in- 
fonoation.  He  did  not  ask  me  to  write,  nor  did  I  happen 
to  write,  a  single  line  of  original  composition.  Now,  in 
return  for  this  gratuitous  civility  on  my  part,  without 
speaking  one  word  to  me  on  the  subject,  and  aftia  Mr. 
Jamieson  had  written  to  them  to  say  that  such  a  thing 
would  be  highly  disagreeable  to  me,  these  gentlemen  have 
clapt  my  name  upon  the  title-page  of  a  book  of  which  I 
never  read  a  page  or  wrote  a  line.  I  must  b^  you  to 
take  the  disagreeable  task  of  informing  them  that  I  cou- 
sider  myself  as  very  unhandsomely  treated,  and  insist 
upon  the  title  being  cancelled.  It  is  a  trick  equally  un- 
worthy of  gentlemen  or  honest  tradesmen,  and  they  shall 
not  find  that  it  will  turn  to  their  advantage,  as  I  will  cer- 
tainly either  apply  for  an  injunction  or  otherwise  expose 
their  conduct.  I  think  I  am  not  apt  to  be  irritable  on 
matters  of  little  consequence,  but  considering  that  I  was 
doing  what  I  could  to  serve  them,  this  usage  is  truly  pro- 
voking. I  could  have  had  little  objection  to  their  saying 
by  way  of  advertisement  that  I  had  given  Mr.  Jamieson 
some  of  his  materials,  and  he  will  very  naturally  have 
said  so  in  his  Preface  ;  but  it  is  too  impudent  to  put  any 
one's  name  into  a  title-page  without  his  consent. 

"  I  am  much  disposed  to  enter  into  your  views  about 
the  poems.  It  is  unlikely  that  I  will  ever  again  com- 
pose a  poem  of  any  considerable  length,  and  upon  col- 
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lecting  the  whole  and  giving  them  a  new  shape,  I  am 
mach  disposed  to  add  to  the  collectioQ  the  VisioD  (m)  of 
Trieimain  and  Harold  the  Dauntless,  and  to  revise  and 
correct  the  whole  kitt  of  theee  rhyming  afTairs  by  way  of 
good-bye  to  them. 

"  I  will  be  greatly  obliged  to  yon  to  look  out  and  bring . 
down  with  you  the  last  volume  of  the  State  Trials,  vol 
xxii  as  I  think — it  contains  the  trials  for  treason  in  1 791, 
etc,  and  ia  wanting  to  complete  the  set  yon  furnished  me 
with. 

"  My  time  has  been  much  occupied  in  the  country,  but 
I  am  now  senoosly  engf^jed  in  literary  labour.  Other 
matters  you  will  have  heard  of  by  Cadell  and  Jo.  Ballan- 
tyne,  particularly  of  my  intention  to  go  abroad  in  apring 
or  Bummer.  Abbotsford  ia  getting  on,  and  will  be  alto- 
gether habitable  by  Ghristmae.  We  had  a  grand  gala  of 
the  Forest  troop  of  yeomanry  in  the  Muckle  room,  and 
were  very  merry — it  was  really  a  grand  show  of  the  kind, 
and  the  whole  dinner  was  provided  from  the  farm. — Be- 
lieve me,  dear  Sir,  very  truly  youre,        Walteh  Scott, 

"  Bemember  me  to  our  friends  in  the  Row.  I  tiiink 
all  the  right  in  these  poems  lies  betwixt  you  and  them 
and  myself,  exceptiI^;  a  share  of  Marmion,  which  Jo. 
Munay  has.  If  your  plan  goes  forward  you  had  better 
let  me  communicate  on  the  subject  with  Mr.  Murray,  in 
case  of  any  old  acidity  creeping  into  the  mess," 

In  the  month  of  January  1819  an  arrangement  was 
made  by  which  all  the  copyrights  of  Scotfs  works  then 
existing,  with  the  exception  of  a  fourth  share  of  Marmion, 
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which  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Murray,'  were  transferred 
to  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co.,  at  the  price  of  £12,000. 
This  transaction  included — 

"  The  uid  Walter  Scott,  Eaq.'a,  present  ihkrc^  being   the   entire 

Wsverley. 

Gny  Mannering. 

Autiqiury. 

Rob  Roy. 

Tales  of  My  lAndlord,  Ist  Sariea. 
do.  2d  Serieft. 

do.  -    3d  Series. 

Bridal  of  Triemuutt. 

Harold  the  DauntleM. 

Sir  Triitrem. 
Do.         da.  Roderick  Collection. 

Do.         do.         .  Paul's  Letten. 

Do.    being  one-eighth  of  The  Lay  of  the  Lut  MiutreL 
Do.     being  one-haU  of      The  Lady  of  the  Ijjce. 
Do.     being  one-half  of      Rokeby. 
Do.     being  one-half  of     The  Lord  of  the  lalet." 

Mr.  Lockbart  says  with  reference  to  it : — "  I  may 
observe,  that  had  these  booksellers  fulfilled  their  part  of 
this  agreement,  by  paying  off,  prior  to  their  insolvency  in 
1826,  the  whole  bonds  for  £12,000,  which  they  signed  on 

'  Mr.  Murray,  M  will  appear  from  tbe  following  letter,  long  retisted 
all  attempt!  to  indace  him  to  part  with  hia  share  in  this  copyright,  but 
when  at  laat  he  yielded,  did  so  in  a  manner  highly  complimentary  to 
Sir  Walter:  — 

"  To  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart,  Edinburgh. 

"  Albeharlb  STKitKT,  Jane  B,  1829. 
"  Mr  SEAR  Sir, — Mr.  Lockhart  haa  thii  moment  conunnnioated  your 
letter  respecting  my  fourth  share  of  the  copyright  of  Marmion.  I  have 
already  been  applied  to  by  Measn.  Constable  and  by  Meaan.  Long- 
man, to  know  what  mm  I  woald  tail  this  share  for  j^but  so  highly 
do  I  estimate  the  honour  of  being,  even  in  so  small  a  degree,  the  pnb- 
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the  2d  of  February  1819,  no  interest  in  the  copyrights 
above  specified  could  have  been  expected  to  revert  to  the 
Author  of  Waverley ; " '  and  he  is,  no  doubt,  correct  in 
saying  so ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  probable  that  had 
not  the  large  necessities  of  the  Author  uf  Waverley  occa- 
Edoned  his  drawing  without  limit  on  the  credit  of  Archi- 
bald Constable  and  Co.,  these  bonds  would  have  been  in 
due  course  paid  off,  and  the  creditors  of  their  house,  as 
well  as  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself,  would  have  benefited 
pro  tanto  by  his  diminished  responsibility  for  double  sets 
of  bills. 

In  the  month  of  February  Scott-  suffered  severely  from 
a  return  of  the  attacks  of  cramp  in  the  stomach,  and 
writes  from  Abbotsford  to  my  father  on  23d  March  as 
follows: — 

"  Dkak  Constable, — ^You  will  probably  hear  rumours 
of  my  backsLidings,  which  may  be  greatly  exa^ierated. 
I  have  had,  since  Ballantyne  and  Eoss  were  here,  two 
relapses  into  my  amwndrume,  both  very  severe,  and  last- 

lisber  of  th«  Mithor  of  the  poem,  tlut  no  pecuniary  conaideTation  what- 
eT«r  can  indnce  me  to  part  with  it. 

"Bnt  thers.ia  a  conaideTation  of  another  kind,  which,  until  now,  I 
was  not  aware  of,  which  would  make  it  painfnl  to  me  if  I  were  to  re- 
tain it  a  moment  longer.  I  mean  the  knowledge  of  its  being  required 
1>y  the  anthor,  into  whose  handa  it  wat  apontaneonsly  resigned  in  the 
Mune  initant  that  I  read  hii  leqnest. 

"  Thia  ahare  has  been  profitable  to  ma  fifty-fold  beyond  what  either 
pnbliaher  or  anthor  could  hare  anticipated,  and,  therefore,  my  return- 
ing it  on  iDoh  an  occaaion  jou  will,  I  tnut,  do  me  the  favour  to  can- 
nder  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  mere  act  of  grateful  acknowledgment 
for  benefit*  already  received  by,  my  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  faith- 
ful eervaat,  JoHK  Mtmur," 

I  See  life,  toL  iv.  p.  221. 
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iDg  Beveral  hours.  Yet,  strange  to  tell,  I  think  I  am  bet- 
ter to-day,  upon  the  whole,  than  I  was  while  they  were 
hera  Last  night  was  a  cnielly  painful  trial,  the  spasms 
lasting  from  half-past  six  till  half-past  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, without  a  moment's  intermission.  Yet  after  all  this 
agony,  and  much  bleeding  and  blistering,  and  dosing  with 
laudannm,  here  I  am  sitting  quietly  in  my  own  room,  io 
hopes  two  days  will  restore  me  the  use  of  my  arms— sorely 
manned  with  lancets,  and  the  free  exercise  of  my  facul- 
ties. On  looking  through  a  copy  of  the  Lay  (terribly  im- 
perfect, by  the  way)  I  see  nothing  to  add  or  correct,  so 
you  may  send  it  to  press  when  you  choose.  We  think 
we  understand  this  disorder  now,  and  thongh  we  may  be 
loi^  of  conquerii^  it,  yet  with  the  help  of  my  excellent 
constitution,  I  have  every  hope  of  maintaining  a  success- 
ful war  and  being  victor  at  last.  Imt^^e  that  while  I 
had  screamed  and  yelled  for  eight  hours  through  very 
agony,  my  pulse  never  rose  above  the  usual  temperature 
of  health.  I  have  written  to  Baillie,  whose  prescriptions 
were  so  successful  two  years  since,  and  hope  to  hear  &om 
him.  If  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  I  am  putting  my 
things  into  such  order  that  you,  my  good  friend,  may  not 
have  inconvenient  loss  added  to  the  necessary  close  of  a 
very  long  and  most  friendly  correspondence.  But,  not- 
withstanding this  little  hint,  I  assure  you  I  intend,  like 
Sir  Anthony  Absolato,  to  live  a  long  while,  and  pigeon 
you  of  a  great  deal  more  cash ;  and  I  trust,  within  ten 
days,  to  be  well  enough  to  receive  David  and  you  at  this 
place,  agreeably  to  your  promise. 

"  I  beg  to  put  you  in  mind  of  the  last  volume  of  my 
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State  Trials ;  al30  of  the  Scota  Magazine  and  the  Swift, 
of  which  I  have  no  copy.  If  you  have  any  entertaining 
book  to  Bend  nie  it  will  be  charity. — I  am,  dear  Constable, 
yours  truly,  Walter  Scott. 

'  As  I  cannot  write  two  letters,  please  let  Jas.  B.  know 
how  I  Btand." 

The  care  with  which  Scott  watched  over  the  interest  of 
James  Ballantyne  and  Company  is  evinced  by  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  my  father,  in  reply  to  hia  announcement  of 
an  ornamented  edition  of  The  Tales  having  been  com- 
mitted to  another  printing-house  : — 

"  Abbotsiobii,  26(A  April  [1819]. 

"  Mt  deab  Sm, — I  omit  other  parts  of  your  letter  at 
this  busy  moment  to  notice  one  which  gives  me  some  sur- 
prise. You  tell  me  you  have  engc^d  with  Mesera.  Eam- 
say  to  execute  an  omamenied  edition  of  the  Take,  and  I  do 
not  find  that  you  have  previously  asked  Mr.  Ballantyne 
whether  he  could  undertake  it  within  your  time,  and  I 
am  sure  you  have  not  mentioned  it  to  me.  I  think,  from 
what  I  know  of  the  office,  that  he  can  undertake,  under  a 
penalty  if  you  will,  to  produce  the  book  within  your 
period.  There  are  sixteen  presses,  of  which  only  tiaelve 
are  at  present  employed ;  and  rather  than  these  Tales  go 
anywhere  else,  I  say  to  you  as  the  man  said  to  the  queen 
of  France ;  '  What  is  possible  shall  be  done,  what  is  im- 
possible must  be  done.'  I  need  not  recall  to  Messrs.  Con- 
stable and  Cadell  what  passed  betwixt  us  in  their  shop, 
and  that  there  was  an  engagement,  ae  solemn  as  a  pledge 
of  honour  could  make  it,  that  the  works  with  which  I 
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then  parted  should  be  printed  as  usual  in  Saint  John 
Street.  I  should  otherwiae  have  given  my  own  knife  to 
cut  my  own  throat,  and  I  hope  my  right  to  insist  on  this 
■will  not  be  held  more  precarious  because  it  was  trusted 
to  their  honour  as  gentlemen,  and  not  put  Into  writing. 

"  I  therefore  hope  this  arrangement,  too  hastily  adopted, 
will  be  set  aside,  unless  Mr.  Ballantyne,  on  being  pos- 
sessed of  the  circumstances,  shall  allow  his  inability  to 
undertake  the  work ;  otherwise  I  cannot  consider  faith  as 
kept  with  me — an  impression  which  is  likely  to  have  its 
consequences  on  your  interest,  as  the  present  step  would 
have  on  mine.  I  am  very  willing  to  hope  that  the 
arrangement  was  made  under  some  impression  occasioned 
by  haste.  But  I  venture  to  presage  that  if  an  edition  of 
these  Tales  is  printed  in  the  way  you  propose,  your  loss 
will  be  greater  than  mina — I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful, 
humble  servant,  Waltee  Scott. 

"  I  am  always  sorry  to  write  cross  letters,  but  this  is  a 
very  serious  matter  with  me.  I  am  getting  my  health 
again  perfectly,  and  there  is  some  work  in  me  yet  (as  they 
say  of  an  old  horse).     I  hope  you  do  not  think  otherwise." 

The  edition  was  undertaken  by  Messrs.  Ballantyne  and 
Company,  and  Mr.  Scott's  good  humour  at  once  restored. 

Mr.  Scott  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  Abbotspoki>,  30lh  April  [1919]. 

"Dear  Sir, — Your   letter   is    perfectly  satisfactory. 

The  subject  being  a  matter  of  some  moment  with  me,  I 

am  very  glad  it  is  so  settled.     You  will  observe  that  the 

quantity  of  the  work  in  the  Canongate  arises  entirely,  or 


.dbvGooyk" 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD.  127 

Dearly  so,  from  my  own  labouis,  and  so  should  in  no  case 
tell  e^ainst  m& 

"  Your  plan  of  the  bills  in  the  letter  of  28th  is  quite 
agreeable  to  me.  My  health  continues  firm  and  well, 
notwithstandiDg  a  good  deal  of  fatigue,  owing  to  some 
bustle  in  the  nei^bourhood.  I  wiU  write  you  about  the 
works  on  Sunday.  In  general,  I  think  your  plan  excel- 
lent.— ^Yours  truly,  Walter  Scott." 

The  Third  Series  of  Tales  of  My  Landlord  appeared  on 
loth  June  1819.  It  included  the  Bride  of  Lammermoor 
and  the  Legend  of  Montrose,  and  was  received  with 
acclamation  by  the  public.  Mr.  Scott  had  been  confined 
to  bed  on  the  day  of  publication ;  so  iU,  indeed,  that  he 
himself  despaired  of  recovery.  The  crbia  passed,  how- 
ever, and  so  rapid  was  his  convalescence  that  on  4th 
July  we  find  bim  again  at  Abbotsford,  dictating  to  John 
Ballantyne. 

Ms.  Baliantyne  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  Abbotbwokd,  2d  July  1819. 

"  Dbab  Sm, — I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  informing 
you  that  I  have  found  Mr.  Scott  to  all  appearance  per- 
fectly well,  and  not  even  weak.  He  takes  the  utmost  care 
of  himseIC  I  can  scarcely  snatch  a  moment  to  give  you 
this  welcome  information,  aa  I  am  writing  to  his  dicta- 
tion &om  morning  to  night,  and  be  proposes  I  shall  do  so 
till  Monday  morning.  It  is  no  pleasant  job  stooping  over 
a  breast  with  a  blistering-plaster  upon  it  (which  is  my 
case),  to  write  all  day ;  but  all  our  interests  are  too  deeply 
concerned  to  admit  of  my  hesitating. 
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"  He  waa  very  well  satisfied  with  the  £105*  and  the 
shape  in  which  it  reached  him.  He  thinke  it  ample  pay- 
ment ;  expected  alwut  £70  oi  £80,  and  declares  he  would 
not  have  received  a  laj^r  enm  than  that  sent  if  you  had 
been  liberal  enough  even  to  have  offered  it.  God's  sake 
push  forward  the  paper,  aa  copy  will  come  in  large 
packets  presenUy.  Mr.  S.  would  like  to  see  the  type  and 
pt^;e  adopted. 

"  Beat  respects  to  Co. — Yours  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  very 
sincerely,  John  Ballanttoe." 

Mb.  Scott  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  Sunday  tetniHg, 
"  ABBoiaroKD,  Uh  Ji^  1819. 

"  Dear  Constable, — I  heartily  wish  you  joy  of  the 
success  of  Jedediah.  I  think  I  can  promise  his  succes- 
sor will  be  as  popular.  I  am,  thank  God,  able  to  work, 
and  pleased  with  my  labour.  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
James  Ballantyne,  whom  please  to  inform  when  you  see 
him  that  I  wish  the  present  work  to  be  communicated  to 
no  person  whatsoever  out  of  the  ofQce.  I  wish  the  world 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  debate  whether  it  be  by  the 
same  author  or  not' 

"  Walter's  commission,  outfit,  etc,  will  oblige  us  to 
renew  some  of  the  bills  payable  in  the  beginning  of 
August  and  end  of  this  month.  I  propose  to  send  the 
greater  part  to  London  with  Jo.  B.,  by  which  means  they 
can  be  cashed  easily  without  going  to  our  banks,  and  be 
will  remit  you  the  proceeds  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  before 

>  For  Article  "  Dnuna  "  in  Sapplcmeot  to  Eneyclopiedui  BritMUiick. 

'  IvMihoe,  ft  Romance. 
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the  cnrrant  bills  fall  due.  These  engagements  are  now 
much  restricted,  and  only  exist  from  my  extensive  pur- 
chases of  land. 

"  I  hope  yon  will  come  out  here  one  day  and  bring 
your  son  with  you.  Yon  wiD  find  me  much  better.  Only 
I  cannot  stoop  to  write  long.  Many  thanks  to  Mr.  Napier 
for  the  douceur  which  came  by  John,  and  will  serve  to 
pnrchase  shirts  for  my  young  soldier.  It  is  more  than  the 
article  is  worth  by  at  least  one-fourth.  I  would  write  to 
Mr.  Napier,  but  he  will  excuse  it,  as  the  operation  is 
painful  to  me  from  the  stooping  pceture.  Please  offer 
him  my  n^ards.  I  doubt  I  wiU  be  unable  to  undertake 
anything  in  the  way  of  review  or  otherwise  beyond  my 
regular  labour.  If  Mr.  Jeffrey  makes  out  his  promised 
visit,  however,  we  will  see  what  can  be  done. 

"  Blackwood  and  Murray  have  given  in,  and  accepted 
the  terms  which  they  declined  before.  The  former  had 
the  assurance  to  say  that  his  taking  this  full  advantc^e 
was  merely  out  of  respect  for  the  author.  I  have  taken 
care  it  shall  not  stand  on  that  footing.  But  it  is  as  well 
the  business  is  closed,  though  at  some  loss,  which  I  dare 
say  you  will  fall  to  pay  one  day,  with  some  butter  to  send 
it  down. 

"  Anything  you  want  to  know  farther  John  will  ex- 
pliun,  as  I  have  made  him  quite  master  of  my  views 
during  his  absence.  I  suppose  the  last  series  will  imme- 
diately go  to  press  again,  which  will  be  clear  gain  to  you 
over  paper  and  print.  I  am  glad  your  returns  have  come 
home  roundly  at  last,  though  so  long  delayed ;  but  who 
can  answer  for  bad  health  ?    1  shall  draw  on  you  for  a 

VOL.  in.  I 
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full  set  of  tbe  Novels  to  be  sent  to  John  Clerk,  -who 
kindly  and  handsomely  refused  his  fee  when  consulted. 
— Yours  very  truly,  Walteb  Scott." 

On  the  4th  of  November,  six  weeks  before  the  publica- 
tion of  Ivanhoe,  my  father  wrote  from  Edinburgh  as  fol- 
lows to  his  partner,  then  in  London  : — "  I  much  fear  that 
the  author  will  injure  all  if  he  brings  out  The  Monastery 
early  in  the  year — instead  of  which,  on  every  account,  he 
ought  the  moment  Ivanhoe  is  finished  to  set  to  work  on 
tbe  History  of  Scotland.  Tbe  wants  of  the  author^  would, 
I  think,  also  be  better  supplied  from  this  publication  than 
from  The  Monastery,  on  which  he  has  got  so  much  already. 
...  I  shall  see  whether  I  could  not  venture  to  propose 
this  plan — the  main  thing  against  which  is,  that  John  and 
James  have  no  interest  in  it.  Longman  and  Co.  would  be 
quieted  by  the  appearance  of  tbe  History,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain their  interest  as  well  as  ours  would  be  greatly  benefited 
thereby.  The  author  has  the  History  so  much  at  his  fingo^ 
ends,  that  he  could  write  it,  if  once  fairly  at  work,  without 
any  kind  of  difficulty,  and  there  would  be  no  delay  in  the 
copying  of  MS.  He  wants  funds  for  the  present  month, 
besides  carrying  forward  every  bill-accommodation, — this 
I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  see  ere  many  days  pass  over  us, 
but  unless  with  a  view  to  our  own  decided  and  certain 
interest,  I  will  not  move ;  indeed,  any  other  proceeding 
would  be  insanity." 

'  On  December  7th  my  fatber  wmte  u  foUowi  to  Mr,  Cadell : — 
"  Mr.  Scott  mart  have  not  only  the  paper,  £1800  accepted  for,  but 
alK>  hii  profit!  in  the  2000  addition^]  copiea  [not  yet  printed].  Thi*  I 
have  agreed  tn  grant,  rather  than  have  a  breeze." 
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Tb«  Bit.  Sydney  Smith,  in  the  Farmer's  Maguine,  on  9colch  Sheep,  and 
Oien  for  Ploughing,  and  hia  CritiqusA  on  The  Bride  of  Lammermoor, 
Ivanhoa,  and  The  Monastery— The  Uonuter;  pubUehed  by  Heura. 
Longmsn— Sir  Waller  Scott— Swift— The  Abbot— Kenilworth— The  In- 
flnenoe  ot  John  BalUntyne— Sir  Walter  offers  to  edit  a  Novelist's  Library 
for  hia  beueflt— Three  Letten  from  John  Ballantyne  to  A,  Comtable— 
His  kindly  iutni«,  and  hia  death. 

Owing  to  the  fragraentary  and  interrupted  condition  of 
the  documents  at  mj  command,  I  know  not  what  amount 
of  correspondence  there  may  have  been  between  Mr. 
Sydney  Smith  and  my  father  after  the  former  abandoned 
all  editorial  connexion  with  the  Edinburgh  Review,  but 
he  was  accnatomed  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  presentation 
copies  of  works  which  wei-e  sent  to  him,  and,  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter  horn  Foston,  he  kindly  offers  occasional  con- 
tributions to  the  Farmer's  Magazine.  His  proposal,  as  may 
be  supposed,  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  for  the  amnse- 
ment  of  my  readers  I  shall  quote  here  the  first-fruits,  in  a 
paper  signed  Z,  on  the  inconvenience  attending  Scotch 
sheep,  and  the  use  of  oxen  in  ploughing.' 

>  *■  To  the  Conduetor  ot  the  Ftrmer'e  Mkguiiie. 

**  Sir, — It  haa  been  tay  bt  to  hftvs  pMsed  the  greatest  part  of  mj 
lite  in  eitiet.  About  ax  or  seven  yeart  ago  I  w»a  placed  in  the  oonn- 
try,  in  »  titnation  vhere  I  wa«  under  the  neceatity  of  becoming  a 
tanner,  and,  unongtt  the  many  eipenaive  binnden  I  have  made,  I 
warn  thoee  who  may  tind  tbemaalTea  in  aimilar  situationa  against 
Scotch  thetp,  and  own /or  ploughing. 

"  I  had  beard  a  great  deal  of  the  fine  flavour  of  Scotcb  mutton,  and 
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"  Dear  Sir, — I  wish,  when  you  send  me  the  Review, 
you  wou]d  enclose  with  it  your  Farmer's  Journal.  I  &m 
a  good  deal  engaged  in  farming,  and  will  every  now  and 
then  send  you  an  article  for  my  own  amusement ;  and  be 
BO  good  as  to  send  these  publications  in  future  to  me,  t« 
be  left  at  Pearson's,  Eed  Lyon,  Monk  Barr,  York. — Yours 
very  truly,        '  Sydket  SMlxa. 

"  May  19,  1819,  FosroH,  York." 

In  acknowledgment  of  The  Bride  of  Lammennoor,  a 

it  WM  oae  of  the  great  luxuries  I  protnited  mytelf  iu  ftrming.  A 
luxury  it  oertaioly  is,  but  the  price  pftid  For  it  ii  inch  that  I  would 
rather  give  up  the  uae  of  animal  food  altogether  thau  obtain  it  bj  such 
a  •j'ltem  of  cares  and  anxietiea  Ten  time*  a  daj  my  men  were  called 
off  from  their  work  to  huni  the  Scotch  sheep  out  of  my  own  or  my 
neigbbonn'  wheat.  They  crawled  through  heilgm  where  I  shonld 
have  thought  a  rabbit  oould  bai^y  have  found  admiaaion,  and  where 
crawling  would  not  do  they  had  recourse  to  leaping.  Five  or  lii  times 
they  all  aaaembled  in  a  body,  and  set  out  upon  their  retnm  to  the 
north.  My  bailiff  took  a  p1ac«  in  the  mail,  pursued  them,  and  over- 
took them  half  way  to  Newcaatle.  Then  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
get  them  fat ;  tbey  consumed  my  turnips  in  winter  and  my  clover  in 
the  summer  without  any  apparent  addition  to  their  weight.  Ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  always  died  of  the  rot,  and  more  would  have  perished 
in  tlie  same  manner  if  they  had  not  been  prematurely  eateu  out  of  the 
way.  My  ploQgbing  oxen  were  an  equal  subject  of  veiation.  They 
had  a  constant  purging  upon  them  which  it  was  impoasible  to  stop. 
They  ate  more  than  twiue  as  much  at  the  same  number  of  horaea. 
They  did  half  as  much  work  as  the  same  number  of  horses.  They 
oould  not  bear  hot  weather,  nor  wet  weather,  nor  go  well  down  hilL 
It  took  five  men  to  shoe  an  oi.  They  ran  agMntt  my  gate-posts,  lay 
down  in  the  court  whenever  tbey  were  tired,  and  ran  away  at  the  sight 
of  a  stranger.  I  have  now  got  into  a  good  breed  of  English  sheep,  tud 
usefnl  cart-hones,  and  am  doing  very  well,  I  make  this  statement  to 
guard  youDg  geotlemen-farmen  against  Brother  Young  and  the  perni- 
cious nonsense  of  brother  gentlemen,  for  whose  advice  I  am  at  least 
poorer  by  £300  or  £400.— Yours  truly,  Z." 
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copy  of  which  my  father  had  sent  him,  Hr.  Smith  writes 
as  follows,  and,  as  his  criticisms  are  generally  just,  and 
always  characteristic,  I  shall  in  future  quot«  his  letters  to 
my  father  on  similar  occasions ; — 

"YoBX,/(ni«28,  1819. 

"  BKiLlt  Sir, — I  am  truly  obl^d  by  your  kindness  in 
sending  me  the  last  novel  of  Walter  Scott.  It  would  be 
profanation  to  call  him  Mi.  Walter  Scott  I  should  as 
soon  say  Mr.  Shakespeare  or  Mr.  Fielding.  Sir  William 
and  Lady  .Ashton  are  excellent,  and  highly  dramatic 
Drumthwacket  is  very  well  done ;  parts  of  Caleb  are  ex- 
cellent Some  of  the  dialogues  between  Bi^cklaw  and 
Craigengelt  are  as  good  as  can  be,  and  both  these  char- 
acters very  well  imagined.  As  the  author  has  lefi  off 
writing,  I  shall  not  again  be  disturbed  ao  much  in  my 
ordinary  occupations.  When  I  get  hold  of  one  of  these 
novels,  turnips,  sermons,  and  justice-business  are  all  for- 
gotten.— ^Your  sincere  well-wisher,         Stdhey  Smith." 

On  the  IStb  December  in  this  year  the  romance  of 
Ivanhoe  made  its  appearance — a  time  of  much  distress  in 
the  family  of  the  author,  who  on  Christmas-day  writes 
to  my  father :  "  You  would  hear  with  r^ret  that  the 
succession  of  family  losses  I  have  of  late  met  with  was 
yesterday  augmented  by  the  death  of  your  old  ftiend  my 
excellent  mother." 

The  sale  of  Ivanhoe  in  the  early  editions  amounted  to 
12,000  copies.^     Before  its  completion  the  prolific  author 

■  "  PonoH,  Dectmbtr  26,  18IB. 

"Daui  Sut, — 1  vaited  to  thuik  jou  nntil  I  had  read  the  novel 

(Ivanboe).     There  ia  no  dotAt  of  it«  succew.     There  U  nothiog  verjr 
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had  made  considerable  progress  in  the  writing  of  his  next 
Tale. 

The  Monastery  was  published  by  Messrs.  LongEoan  in 
the  beginning  of  March  1820.    Of  the  causes  which  led 
to  this  arrangement  I  have  as  yet  no  definite  knowledge;^ 
but  on  the  28th  March  Scott  writes  as  follows  : — 
"  To  JAUsa  BujiUiTTNit. 

" '  28(A  ManA,  98  PrccADiLLV. 
*"DUK  Jamxs, — I  Km  mnch  obliged  by  yonr  attentive  letter. 
Uuq^nwtionabljr  LongmKO  and  Co.  lell  their  booka  at  subacriptioii 
price,  becauae  they  have  the  firat  of  the  market,  and  only  one-third  of 
the  booka ;  ao  that,  aa  they  say  with  na,  '  Let  t^en  care  that  come 
ahiot.'  Thia  I  knew  and  foreuw,  »nd  the  ragiogt  of  the  booktellen, 
oonaideTably  aggravated  by  the  diipleaaure  of  Conitable  and  hia  hoQa«^ 
are  ridkuloua  enough;  and  aa  to  their  injuring  the  work,  if  it  have  a 
principle  of  locomotion  in  it,  they  oannot  stop  it — if  it  baa  not,  they 
cannot  make  it  move.     T  care  not  a  bent  twopence  aboat  their  qnarrela; 

powerfnl  and  Etriking  in  it ;  bat  it  ia  aniformlf  agr«eablev  lively  and 
intereiting,  and  the  lea*t  doll  and  moat  eaaily  read  of  any  novel  I 
remember.  Pray  make  the  author  go  on  ;  I  am  anre  he  has  five  or  tix 
more  luch  novels  in  him,  therefore  five  or  six  holidays  for  the  whole 
kingdom. — Truly  youn,  Stdney  Smith." 

I  I  pDWeM  the  original  of  the  following  letter  written  aboat  thia 
time  by  Mr,  Scott  to  John  Ballantyne : — 

"  Tuaday  night. 

"  Mt  DU.R  John, — I  have  had  a  viiit  from  Constable,  and  took  the 
opportunity  to  lay  that  the  Mon.  wonid  be  continued,  sweetening  it  at 
tiie  same  time  with  notice  of  the  T.  of  My  Landlord.  He  was  all  alive 
to  the  la«t  intimation,  and  talked  of  producing  the  ready  whenever 
called  npon — with  a  fortnight's  notice  only — ao  there  is  a  plug  titt«d. 
I  will  conaider  youi  suggestion  respecting  Ivanhoe  against  Monday. 
Bnt  though  the  book  is  sold  to  the  trade,  yet  by  an  unhappy  accident 
a  veasel  containing  6000  copies  was  forced  to  put  into  Shields,  and 
there  is  not  even  yet  advice  of  her  having  reached  London.  Before 
treating  for  a  new  bargain,  we  moat  give  full  time  to  exhaust  the  old. 
—yours  truly,  W.  Scorr." 


.dbvGooyk" 


THE  MONASTERY.  136 

anljr  I  taj  now,  u  I  always  wid,  that  Constable'i  maaagemeut  i«  be«t, 
both  for  hitntelf  and  the  ftnthor;  and  had  we  Dot  bevn  Dontrolled  by 
the  natrowneM  of  discoimt,  I  would  put  nothing  pait  Lim.  I  agte« 
with  tha  public  in  thinking  the  work  not  very  intereatiDg ;  bat  it  wai 
written  with  as  much  care  as  the  othara — that  i*,  with  no  care  at  all ; ' 
and 

'  If  it  isna  «egl  babbit,  we  11  bob  it  again.' 


"■My  occaaioni  here  will  require  that  John  or  you  aend  me  two 
notes  payable  at  Coutta'a  for  £300  each,  at  two  and  three  months'  date. 
I  will  write  to  Conitable  for  one  at  £350,  which  will  settle  my  afFaira 
hete,  which,  with  fee*  and  other  mattets,  come,  as  you  may  think, 
pretty  heavy.  Let  the  bills  be  drawn  payable  at  Coutts's,  and  sent 
without  delay."* 

I  Of  this  novel  Sydney  Smith  wrote  aa  fallows  to  my  father : — 

"  FoeiOS,  Mareh  25,  1820. 
"  Dear  Sik, — I  am  mnoh  obliged  by  yonr  present  of  The  Monaateiy, 
which  I  have  read,  and  which  I  moat  frankly  confeas  I  admire  len 
tbaa  any  of  the  otlxn — mneh  lest.  Saeh  I  think  yon  will  £nd  the 
jndgment  of  the  public  to  be.  The  idea  of  painting  ancient  maunen 
in  a  fictitious  slory  and  in  well-known  scenery  is  admirable,  and  the 
writer  has  admirable  t^ents  for  it ;  bnt  nothing  is  done  without  pain^ 
and  I  doubt  whether  pain*  have  been  taken  in  The  Hoiia«tery,--if  they 
have,  they  have  failed.  It  is  quite  childiiih  to  introduce  supernatural 
agency  ;  aa  much  of  the  terrors  and  follies  of  superstition  as  you  pleaae, 
bnt  no  actual  ghosts  and  hobgoblins.  I  recommend  one  novel  evny 
year,  and  more  pains.  So  much  money  is  worth  getting ;  so  mach 
deserved  fame  is  worth  keeping.  So  much  amusement  we  ought  all  to 
strive  to  continue  for  the  piiblie  good.  You  will  excuse  my  candour 
— yon  know  I  am  your  well-wisher.  I  was  tb*  fiist  to  praise  Ivanhoc^ 
as  I  shall  to  praise  the  next,  if  I  can  do  so  conscientiously. — Yonn 
sincerely,  Sydnxv  Sutth. 

**  Hnnt'e  trial  is  not  over.  He  acquits  tiiTii«»lf  with  great  talent. 
The  general  opinion  is  he  will  have  a  verdict  in  his  favour. 

"  My  Beview  was  sent  by  a  waggon  parcel,  and  came  a  week  after 
the  others  were  given  out.     Fray  take  care  of  this  in  future." 

*  See  Life,  voL  iv.  p.  368.  The  "oocasiona"  here  referred  to  arose 
out  of  the  expenses  connected  with  the  Baronetcy  conferred  on  Mr. 
Scott.     His  new  dignity  was  gaiettiid  on  the  30th  March  1S20. 
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"9D  PiCCAOiLLV,  2Bth  March  1820. 

"  Dear  Constable, — As  matters  stand  with  me  here 
at  present  I  wish  you  would  be  bo  good  as  send  me  a 
reuewal  of  your  note  for  £380,  due  in  the  end  of  this 
month,  for  betwixt  one  expense  and  another  I  shall  scarce 
be  able  to  retire  it  with  convenience,  having  a  'portion' 
to  pay,  and  Lord  knows  what  besides.  On  the  contrary, 
I  may  even  ask  you  for  £400  or  £500  fraternal  assistance 
till  midsummer.  I  writ«  in  a  most  infernal  bustle,  which 
makes  my  very  brain  turn  round,  for  added  to  the  pell- 
mell  of  old  and  new  friends  is  the  whole  hurricane  of  the 
Middlesex  election  passing  and  repassing  my  window 
every  hour.  For  the  rest,  if  I  had  three  heads,  like 
Cerberns,  I  could  eat  three  dinners  with  them  every  day, 
and  am  fairly  in  a  way  to  be  smothered  with  kindness. 
Both  parties  here  rejoice  at  Hunt's  conviction,  one  because 
he  is  convicted  at  all,  the  other  because  the  verdict  is 
special  Ail  agree  the  judge  is  own  sister  to  the  unfor- 
tunate Miss  Baillie  of  the  song.  I  hope  to  be  down  in 
the  end  of  April  to  witness  that  ceremony  which  cannot 
with  good  luck  be  performed  in  May.'  Tour  reply  to  this 
will  find  me  at  this  house,  and  may  be  sent  under  cover 
to  Mr.  Freelii^. — Yours  very  truly,        Walter  Scorr. 

"  The  note  to  be  payable  at  Messrs.  Coutts's  in  three 
months." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Mr.  Cohstable. 

"96  PiccABiLLT,  ath  April  1820. 

"Dear  Sir, — Yours  with  the  enclosure  came  safe. 
Many  thanks  for  your  attention. 

[iflB  Scott  to  Hr.  John  QiUon  Lockh«rt. 
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"  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  on  with  work  here ;  perhaps 
it  ia  as  well  not,  for  I  am  distracted  by  noise  and  visitors. 
I  trust  to  set  forward  by  the  20th  or  2Ist,  marry  my 
damsel  off,  and  take  to  the  oar  manfully. 

"  I  have  had  a  very  odd  communication  from  a  Mr. 
Smith  concerning  Swift.  A  quantity  of  original  letters 
and  papers,  formerly  the  property  of  Theophilus  Swift, 
the  Dean's  grandnephew,  were  left  in  a  lodging-house 
where  he  had  died  in  miserable  circumstancea,  and — 
wonderful  judgment  for  some  of  the  Dean's  compositions 
— were  found  in  the  w.-c.  Mr.  Smith  secured  them,  and 
is  to  put  them  into  my  hands  for  the  new  edition.  As 
far  as  I  can  judge,  they  contain  some  novelty,  and  deserve 
to  be  carefully  examined.  Mr.  Smith  has  begged  a  set  of 
my  works,  which  have  the  goodness  to  send  him,  addressed 
in  charge  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hume,  chymist.  Long  Acre,  No. 
108.  Address,  James  Smith,  Esqnire,  and  put  on  the 
books, '  From  the  Author.' — Believe  me  very  truly  yours, 
"  Waltee  Scott." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  21«<  Aprii  1820,  Piocadillt, 
"  DBAS  Constable, — It  will  be  most  convenient  to 
renew  the  £480,  which  therefore  I  have  drawn  a  bill  on 
you  for.  James  Ballantyne  will  send  it  to  you.  I  am 
much  concerned  about  our  joyous  friend  Johnnie,  but  his 
heart  is  so  sound  Uiat  I  would  fain  hope  he  may  yet  live 
to  enjoy  the  prosperous  course  of  industry  which  his  exer- 
tions have  opened.     It  is  a  cruel  case.^ 

*  AboQt  thii  date  I  find  the  following  from  John  BoUantTiie  to  my 
fkther: — "  Testerday,  ia  conteqnence  of  tbia  rheumatiun,  I  wu  obliged 
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"  I  heard  tlie  last  day  of  that  bloody  dog  Thiatlewood's 
trial  Their  plau,  looking  to  ito  general  results,  was  as 
fooliah  as  it  was  bloodthirsty  and  horrible,  bnt  they  had 
coaxed  themselves  into  a  firm  belief  that  all  the  lowei 
orders  were  possessed  by  the  same  demon  which  agitated 
themselves.  Thistlewood  declared  every  man  a  traitor 
who  possessed  above  £10,  and  that  the  shopkeepers  were 
all  aristocratB,  and  ought  to  be  devoted  to  plunder.  Ings 
the  butcher  was  to  have  the  heads  and  plucks  of  Lords 
Castlereagh  and  Sidmonth  for  his  fee,  and  he  had  his  bags 
ready  to  carry  them  off  in,  and  a  large  knife  to  amputate 
them. — Yours  very  truly,  Walter  Scott," 

The  next  novel  of  the  series  was  The  Abbot,  which  my 
father  desired  should  be  named  The  Kunnery.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  Scott  gives  an  excellent  reason,  had  none 
other  e.xisted,  for  adhering  to  the  actual  title ; — 

"lAMarA  1820. 
"  Deab  Sir, — The  only  objection  I  know  to  your  pro- 
posal (if  it  be  an  objection)  is,  that  there  is  neither  Nun 
nor  Nunnery  mentioned  in  the  affair  from  b^inning  to 
end.  I  remember  Harry  Siddons  wrote  a  novel,  which  he 
sold  to  Mr,  Lane  of  the  Minerva  Press,  who,  not  liking  the 
title,  new-christened  it  The  Mysterious  Bridal,  or  some 
such  name.    '  Saar,'  as  poor  Harry  used  to  say, '  there' was 

to  forego  ft  dinner  from  onr  friead  KiDiiear,  ftiid  a  good  party ;  to-dag 
I  tuTo  A  oonioltetion  of  docton  on  my  case  at  three  oVlock  here,  and 
I  am  quile  ill  witli  torture  in  my  throat,  cheat,  and  back.  I  wai  think- 
ing last  night,  if  you  and  I  were  to  [wp  off  at  thit  crijsii,  wbat  ft  fine 
*  redd  up'  they  would  have  to  ut  about  1  Bnt  I  rajoice  that  yon  ara 
able  to  see  yuur  friends  as  uenaL" 
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neither  toysteiy  nor  bridal  in  my  poor  book.  So  ^ad, 
Saar,  the  consequence  was  I  took  my  own  book  out  of  a 
circulating  library  for  Bome  new  reading  to  Mrs.  Siddons, 
and  never  found  it  out  till  I  was  far  in  the  first  volume.' 
—Yours,  etc.,  W.  S." 

Mr,  Lockhart  ^  gives  a  graphic  picture  of  the  relations 
of  Scott  and  his  commercial  constituents  :  — 

"  For  reuons,  u  we  have  sesii,  connected  with  the  affurs  of  the 
Ballautynes,  MeBara.  Longman  pabliBbed  the  fi»t  oditioD  of  The 
UonMtery ;  and  rimiUr  cirotunatancM  indnced  Sir  Walter  to  awociate 
tliia  honxe  witb  that  of  Conatable  in  the  succeeding  noveL  Constable 
disliked  its  title,  and  wonld  fain  have  had  The  Niameq/  instead ;  bat 
Scott  stnck  to  his  Abiiot.  The  bookseller  grumbled  a  Utile,  but  wm 
aoothed  by  the  aatkor'a  reception  of  hja  reqtieat  that  Qaeeu  Elizabeth 
might  be  brought  into  the  field  in  his  next  romance,  oa  a  companion 
to  the  Mary  Stiiart  of  The  Abbot.  Scott  would  not  indeed  indulge  him 
with  the  choice  of  the  partiaalar  period  of  EUuibeth'a  reign  indicated 
in  the  proposed  title  of  The  Armada ;  but  expreased  his  willingacM  to 
take  up  his  own  old  faTOorite  legend  of  Mickle's  ballad.  Ha  wished 
to  call  the  novel,  like  the  ballad,  CMmaor-HoM,  but  in  further  defereuce 
to  Constable's  wishes,  substituted  '  Kenilworth.'  John  BaUantyne 
objected  to  this  title,  and  told  Constable  the  result  wonld  be  '  some- 
thing worthy  of  the  keunel ;'  bnt  Constable  had  all  reaaon  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  child  of  his  christening.  His  partner,  Mr.  Cadell,  says 
— '  His  vanity  boiled  over  so  much  at  this  time,  on  having  his  sugges- 
tion gone  into,  that  when  in  his  high  moods,  he  lued  to  stalk  np  and 
down  his  room,  and  exclaim,  "  By  G — ,  I  am  all  but  the  author  of  the 
Waverley  Hovels  I"'  CoDstable's  bibliographical  knowledge, however, 
it  is  but  fair  to  say,  was  really  of  most  essential  service  to  Scott  upon 
inany%)f  these  occasions  ;  and  his  letter  (now  before  me)  proposing  the 
•nbject  of  The  Armada,  furnished  the  Noveliat  with  such  a  catalogue 
of  materials  for  the  Ulustoatiou  of  the  period  as  may,  iirobably  enough, 
have  called  forth  some  very  energetic  eipreeaion  of  thankfulness." 

I  must  be  permitted  to  doubt  that  the  exclamation 

quoted  above  was  ever  uttered,  yet  we  have  the  testimony 

>  Bee  Life,  vol.  v.  p.  27. 
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of  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself  that  but  for  the  eDcoarage- 
meat,  aud  perhaps  I  may  add,  the  saggestioDS  of  my 
father,  the  public  might  have  had  fewer  of  those  novels 
which  were  the  delight  and  glory  of  the  age.  In  a  letter 
to  his  publisher,  dated  March  23,  1622,  which  I  shall 
quote  hereafter.  Sir  Walter  writes — "  They  talk  of  a  farmer 
making  two  blades  of  gtase  grow  where  one  grew  before, 
but  yon,  my  good  friend,  have  made  a  dozen  volumes 
where  probably  but  one  would  have  existed;^  and  three 
months  later,  on  June  14, 1  find  my  father  writing  to  his 
partner— "  Many  sacriBces  have  been  made  to  establish 
the  trade  of  our  bouse  on  its  present  important  footing, 
and  for  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waveriey  everything 
that  booksellers  could  do  has  been  done.  I  am  sometimes 
half  tempted  to  believe  that  of  these  books  I  am  myself 
all  but  the  author.  You  may  accuse  me  of  vanity  if  you 
please,  but  this  I  hold  to  be  true."  These  words  may  per- 
haps have  been  the  origin  of  the  exaggerated  utterance 
published  by  Mr.  Lockhart. 

With  the  solitary  exception  of  the  following  extract 
from  B  letter  to  my  father,  dated  "Trinity,  1820,"  I  find 
no  evidence  of  unpleasant  feeling  in  John  Ballantyne's 
correspondence ;  and  I  only  make  the  quotation  because 
jt  throws  some  light  on  Ballantyne's  position  as  middle- 
man between  author  and  publisher : — 

"  It  appears  to  me  from  your  tone  that  you  allow, 
unconsciously,  an  idea  to  occupy  your  mind  that  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  you,  personally,  for  the  facility  of  pay- 
ment and  accommodation  I  have  obtained  from  your  hous^ 
1  See  infra,  p.  207. 
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in  my  oapaci^  of  agent  for  aDother.  I  cannot  entertain 
such  a  feeling;  veil  knowing  that  the  eminent  individual 
for  whom  I  act  would  (failing  me)  take  his  own  plans  to 
Bcconaplish  with  eqnal  ease  the  same  object  la  the  pre- 
sent— my  own  matter — I  have  loatj  by  delay,  the  profit 
on  half  my  account,  and  suffered  inconvenience  by  the 
detention  of  the  other.     These  are  no  canses  for  gratitude.^ 

"  Aa  yon  place  me,  in  terms,  at  the  staves'  end,  it  may 
be  a  proper  opportunity  to  remind  you  that  no  bargain  has 
been  nlade  betwixt  MS,  for  the  looks  attaching  to  my  share 
of  the  work  to  succeed  Eenilworth,  and  that  I  am  there- 
fore engaged  by  no  tie,  save  interest  and  convenience,  to 
sell  them  to  your  house.  The  author's  bargaiu  I  have 
fulfilled  to  the  letter,  under  his  iostructions.  It  is  his, 
and  not  mine ;  and  no  branch  of  it  has  the  remotest  refer- 
ence to  an  obligation  on  me  to  offer  your  house  the  books 
arising  to  me  therefrom. — I  am,-  dear  Sir,  yours  respect- 
fully, John  Ballantyne. 

"  PjS — I  beg  to  decline  correspondence  or  conversation 
on  business  for  the  present.  Dr.  Kennedy  visits  me  to- 
morrow morning,  and  puts  roe  on  a  new  and  severe  course 
of  medicine,  to  which  perfect  disengagement  and  ease  of 
mind  are  essentially  necessary." 

John  Ballantyne  had  so  much  influence  with  Scott  that 
his  goodwill  was  felt  to  be  most  important.  Mr.  Cadell 
writes — "  I  would  rather  have  John  for  a  friend  than  for 
a  rival ;"  "  It  is  in  some  respectB  our  interest  to  have  the 
Ballantynes  oar  partners,  for  everything  they  have  a  share 
>  Sm  aiOe,  p.  60. 
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in  comes  out;"  and  oil  November  3,  1830,  writes  of  Jolin 
as  follows  to  my  father : — "  This  person  got  a  lif^  from 
Longman  and  Co.  within  these  few  days,  and  wilt  get 
whatever  he  ask — I  can  assaie  you  of  that  I  read  what 
you  said  to  Bobinson  to-day.  He  replied,  '  Just  tell  Mr. 
Constable  that  /  miat  grant  all  he  asks  with  good  names, 
or  Ko.  39  will  do  it,  and  I  want  to  keep  John  if  I  can.' " 

Occasionally,  however,  John's  demands  were  felt  to  be 
exorbitant,  and  on  the  1 3th  November  I  find  the  follow- 
ing passage  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  CadeU : — "  Nothing  but 
good  policy  can  induce  ns  to  give  him  often  what  he  asks ; 
bat  gold  may  be  purchased  above  its  value,  and  so  may 
John.  I  am  decided  in  saying  yon  have  done  quite  right 
in  the  case  of  Oowrie;'^  it  is  very  impudent  in  him  to 
ask  it,  and  it  would  certainly  not  have  been  prudent  to 
have  granted  his  request.  Kenilworth  would  have  been 
diSerent;  there  the  book  is  going  on,  and  has  every 
chance  of  being  finished ;  as  to  this  new  one,  John's  offer 
of  credit  is  not  worth  a  thought  The  book  will  not  be 
out  in  March;  if  out  in  June  it  will  be  quite  sufBcienb 
As  to  the  books  of  Kenilworth  (John's  share),  yon  will 
soon  be  assailed  for  them  in  all  probability,  and  if  he 
does  not  try  another  quarter  also  with  Gowrie  in  another 
shape,  here  (No.  90)  you  may  rest  assured  he  has  little  or 
no  chance.  Bobinson  thinks  they  will  do  what  John 
asks  at  No.  39, — A«  will  notf 

On  the  20th  November  Mr.  Cadell  adds ; — "  A  pro- 
posal has  come  from  John  to  Hurst,  Robinson,  and  Co., 
and  has  got  a  total  r^ectioa     He  made  the  cost  £606, 

>  Embryo  of  The  Fortunea  of  NigeL 
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selling  price  28a,  offer  1 48.  per  book,  six  and  nine  months' 
credit.  I  have  a  notion  John  ■will  look  not  a  little  blue 
at  H,,  E.,  and  Co.'s  letter." 

It  was  in  the  anttimn  of  1620  that  Sir  Walter  volun- 
teered his  services  as  editor  of  a  Novelist's  Library,  for 
the  sole  benefit  of  John  Ballaatyne,  an  offer  "  eagerly 
embraced,"  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  ns,  by  the  beneficiary,  vho 
lost  no  time  in  putting  his  patron  iu  possession  of  the 
materials  necessary  for  the  work.  The  first  volume  of 
this  series  was  published  in  February  1821 ;  Kenilworth 
had  appeared  in  the  second  week  of  January,  and  John 
Ballantyne  writes  to  my  father  from  Kirklands  on  the 
31st  of  the  same  month  :—-■ 

"  Beab  Sis, — I  have  jown  with  much  satisfaction.  I 
sent  you  a  small  salmon,  which  I  trust  you  received,  and 
I  have  a  foi'a  head  and  brush  ready  for  you  by  first  con- 


"  I  hope  the  new — Kenilworth,  will  not  interfere  with 
the  finish  of  Ivanhoe,  which  it  would  suit  me  well  to 
value  for  just  now,  small  as  the'  sum  is.  I  'U  garr  the 
Novelist  do,  although  the  Eow  should  burst  in  vitupei'a^ 
tion  against  it.     Fleas  are  not  lobsters. 

"  My  wife  is  always  gratified  by  your  remembrance, 
and  returns  best  compliments.  We  are  just  two  miles 
from  Melrose,  and  the  turnpike  passes  the  gate,  I  have 
good  Gruyfere  and  Stilton  cheese ;  Claret,  Vin  de  Grave, 
and  Madeira  for  particular  friends ;  whisky,  ale,  and  rum 
for  others;  also  two  spare  beds — one  an  especial  good 
one. — ^Tours  always  respectfully, 

"  John  Ballantyne." 
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A  t»v  weeks  later  he  wrote  to  my  father : — 

**  Tvraday  morn'mg. 

"  Dear  Sre,— I  have  read  Hogg  with  much  amusement, 
and  have  cot  the  leant  donht  yon  used  every  word  put 
down  for  yon.  In  fact,  it  is  youi  frequent  phraseology, 
and  was  exactly  the  style  in  which  yoa  ought  to  have 
spoken  to  Ho^  on  the  subjects  he  quotes. 

"To  use  one  of  your  own  phrases.  If  you  bekavc  your- 
m//' to-day,  I  shall  make  you  a  present  of  the  ordinal  us. 
of  Eokeby,  which  I  have  carefully  bound  up  in  russia. 
There  is  <me  private  letter  bound  in  it,  however,  which  I 
oi^ht  to  extract. 

"  I  positively  go  home  to-morrow.  T  was  so  indifferent 
last  night,  that  the  upper  region  of  my  stomach  swelled 
actemally,  with  the  distress  of  coughing  and  expectora- 
tion. I  must  leave  Mr.  Cadell's  at  seven  this  evening. 
I  will  kill  myself  in  no  cause,  nor  for  no  man.  I  dare 
not  come  out  this  forenoon. — Yours  always  respectfully, 
"  John  Ballamtyhe." 

On  the  25th  of  March  he  writes  to  Mr.  Cadell : — "  1  am 
deeply  grieved  to  hear  that  Mr.  Constable  continues 
unwell.  Tell  him  to  take  care  ;  he  bae  often  said  to  me, 
in  joke, '  You  could  not  do  without  me,'  but  I  tell  him,  in 
earnest, '  We  can  NOT  do  without  him.'  " 

The  last  letter  I  possess  in  John  Ballantyne's  hand- 
writing is  dated  Kelso,  11th  April  1821.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

"  My  dear  Sib, — I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  once 
more  seeing  your  hand,  although  it  is  only  expressed  in 
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your  signature ;  but  you  know  I  was  always  fond  of  your 
signature,  even  when  it  came  in  the  shape  of  an  accept- 
ance to  a  good  large  bill  for  value  received. 

"  Dr.  Keale'a  bill  has  been  long  in  a  state  of  compensa- 
tion, aa  Mr.  Cadell  Ikolda  a  returned  bill  n^otiated  by 
him  for  me  to  a  somewhat  similar,  though  leaser,  amount, 
of  which  I  have  regularly  made  a  point  of  refusing  the 
payment;  and  you  are  aware  that  Fackwood's  razors  are 
but  blunt  weapons  compared  to  the  ^arpness  of  Mr. 
Cadell's  wits  and  mine  in  matters  of  business. 

"  Aa  to  the  compensation  you  propose,  of  standing  Sir 
Pandanis  of  Troy  to  my  kee{)ing  Titian's  Venus,  I  have 
only  to  say  that  I  am  at  {ffesent  under  the  dominion  of 
another  Deity.  Besides,  my  dear  Sir,  the  picture  is  as 
much  Johnny  Heegh  the  hangman's  as  Titian's.  Titian  ! 
good  lack  t  The  picture  has  long  been  an  eyesore  to  us, 
and  I  have  a  regular  account  for  ehai;ge  of  waiehouse- 
rent  against  you  for  it 

"  The  Bokeby  I  shall  immediately  on  return  home 
have  a  box  made  for,  pack,  and  send.  You  have  now 
only  The  I^dy  of  t^  Lake  to  get  to  possess  1.U,  that 
exist ',  but  she  shall  be  more  profitable  to  me  than  your 
Venus  would  be.— I  am  always,  mj  dear  Sir,  your  obliged 
and  respectful,  J.  Ballantvke." 

The  natural  disposition  of  Jehn  Ballantyne  was  un- 
doubtedly most  kind  and  liberal  His  faults  were  not  of 
the  heart,  and  Mr.  James  Stillie,  who  was  for  many  years 
in  his  employment,  assures  me  that  a  kinder  or  more 
considerate  master  never  lived.     He  died  on  16th  June 

VOL.  m.  K 
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1831.  Sir  Walter  Scott's  grief  at  the  death  of  this 
f&Toorite  and  &ieod  was  deep  and  sincere,  and  I  believe 
he  expressed  the  true  sentiment  of  his  heart  when,  beside 
the  late-closed  grave,  he  whispered  in  the  ear  of  his 
unrespcmsive  comp&ition,  "  I  feel  as  if  there  would  be  less 
sunshine  for  me  from  this  day  forth." 
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Smilworth— BydsGj  8mitli"B  Critique— Mr.  Constable  ramovM  to  England  on 
MOouDt  of  lii»  beftlth— Writes  from  Clapham  to  Sir  Wiltar  aUrat  Waverley 
NovsIb— Early  Letter  from  Lockhart  to  Mr.  Conatable,  propoeing  a  Novel— 
Lockhart'a  varioiu  deecriptions  of  Hi.  Conatabls— Letter  from  my  father 
to  Mr.  Loektaait,  with  the  Beply—Letter  from  Bir  Walter  Soott-Stricturei 
by  Mr.  Lockhart  in  "the  Lif e "— QaotaUon  from  a  Latter  of  Mrs.  John 
Ballantyne— Letter  from  my  father  to  Sir  Walter  Soott— Quotation  from 
"the  Ufa"— The  Plr«e~Unlayonimble  Critical  BatimBto  by  ajioKj 
Smith. 

Befo&e  Kenilworth  was  decided  on  as  the  subject  of 
the  novel  to  follow  The  Abbot,  it  would  appear  that 
my  father  had  suggested  one  irom  a  later  period  of  our 
histoiy,  for,  on  the  25th  JtAj  1820,  Scott  writes  from 
Abbotsfbrd  : — "There  is  one  great  objection  to  the  time 
of  Charles  I.,  and  that  is,  that  the  Puritans  would  be 
notbiBg  without  the  Scripture  langn^e ;  and  though  I 
despise  the  cant  and  hypocrisy  of  those  who  state  this  as 
a  matter  of  heinous  offence,  yet  I  would  not  wish  to 
offend  any  good  soul  who  had  a  real  scruple  on  this 
head.  Besides,  the  wit  has  been  ahom  and  so  much 
imitated,  though  in  a  poor  way,  that  I  have  doubts  if  it 
has  now  novelty  sufficient  to  render  it  racy — we  will  think 
of  all  this."  On  the  10th  September  he  writes  again  from 
Ahbotsford  :— 

"  I  will  be  happy  to  see  yon  on  the  15th,  and  beg  you 
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will  bring  Mr.  David  Constable  with  you,  I  have  not 
seen  him  this  long  time.  I  will  go  over  Dryden's  Life, 
but  I  cannot  expect  so  curious  a  haul  of  new  materials 
as  I  got  for  Swift ;  however,  something  may  be  done.  I 
am  very  glad  that  this  work,  which  cost  me  so  mnch 
labour,  is  going  to  press  again.  I  have  lent  James  Bal- 
lantyne  the  early  editions  of  the  Plays  to  read  by. 

"  There  was  a  hook  published  some  years  ago,  called,  I 
think,  Clavin  OJewfaria,  being  an  account  of  the  Calendar, 
and  the  usages  and  customs  on  particular  Saints'  days 
and  holidays.  I  should  wish  much  to  have  it  The  Fn>- 
gresses  are  doing  me  yeoman's  service,  for  I  am  in  progress 
myself  I  have  a  qnestion  to  ask  you,  which  pray 
answer  as  soon  as  you  can.  What  was  the  name  of 
Dudley  Earl  of  Leicester's  &^t  wife,  whom  he  was  sap- 
posed  to  have  murdered  at  Cumnor  Hall  in  Berkshire  ? 
I  know  it  occurs  in  the  Sidney  Papers,  and  probably  in 
the  common  genealogies,  but  I  have  no  book  here  which 
contains  the  information.  In  Lysous'  Magna  BrUannia, 
or  some  such  name,  there  is  something  about  this  same 
Cumnor  HalL  I  wish  you  would  have  it  copied  out  for 
me,  and  should  like  indeed  to  know  anything  that  occurs 
to  you  about  the  village  of  Cumnor,  its  situation,  etc  I 
like  to  be  as  minutely  local  as  I  can. 

"Please  not  to  say  a  word  about  Eenilworth.  The 
very  name  explains  so  much,  that  some  knowing  fellow 
might  anticipate  the  subject" 

Kenilworth,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was  published 
in  January  I83I,  and  was  one  of  the  most  successful  of 
the  novels  at  the  time  of  publication. 
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Sydney  Suiith  writes  of  it  as  follows : — 

"FOSTOS,  YoRi,  Jan.  26,  1821. 

"  Very  good  indeed  ;  there  cannot  and  will  not  be  two 
opinions  upon  it  The  dialogues  are  a  little  too  loi^ 
Pray  let  us  have  no  more  Dominie  Sampsons— good,  but 
stale.  These  are  trifling  faults,  but  the  author  has  com- 
pletely recovered  himself,  and  the  novel  is  excellent — 
Tours  very  truly,  SYDNEY  SMITH. 

"  Flibbertigibbet  ia  very  good  and  very  new." 

In  the  spring  of  1621  my  father  fell  into  bad  health, 
and  before  summer  was  far  advanced  he  removed  to 
GngLtDd,  in  obedience  to  medical  advice.^  From  Giapham 
he  writes  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  on  1 5th  August : — 

"  Deau  Sie  Walter, — I  have  been  here  now  nearly  a 
month,  and  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  telling  you  that 
I  consider  my  health  improved,  partly  from  a  change  of 
residence,  and  perhaps  still  more  from  the  advice  and 
prescriptions  of  Dr.  Eaillie,  which  I  am  now  following. 
He  has  recommended  my  spending  the  winter  at  least  at 
Brighton,  and  I  propose  going  there  in  a  few  days.  The 
leading  point  in  the  advice  I  have  received  from  my 
medical  friends  was  to  abstain  from  all  business.  I  have 
found  it  quite  impossible  to  do  this  entirely ;  but  I  find  I 
can  gradually  devote  my  thoughts  and  attention  to  lighter 
things. 

>  On  Qte  20tb  March  Sir  Walter  writea  fn»n  London  to  Mr.  Cadell : 
— "  I  am  tnlj  lony  to  liear  from  joo  anob  an  indifereDt  account  of 
q^  rained  friend  Mr.  Conatable'i  health.  1  trust  in  God  it  wilt  be 
restored,  for  his  ii  a  life  of  uncommon  importanoe  to  lilentnre^  as  well 
■i  to  his  friendi." 
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"I  have  only  seen  one  bookseller,  Mr.  Bobinson  of 
Cbeapside,  the  active  and  useful  agent  of  my  bouse.  It 
may  be  no  news  to  you,  but  it  give^  me  much  pleaaote 
to  say,  that  the  demand  for  the  works  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  continnes  as  I  should  wish  and  expect  it  to  be. 
I  find  my  friend  The  Abbot  has  done  better  than  The 
Monastery,  but  stHl,  the  stock  in  hand  of  both  is  to  a 
very  considerable  amount,  and  there  is  some  grumbling 
about  it  in  the  Bow  and  elsewhere. 

"  The  octavo  edition  of  the  Novels  and  Tales  has  been 
extremely  well  received,  but  it  has  interfered  somewhat 
with  the  original  or  coarser  editions,  and  purchasers  hang 
back,  particularly  as  to  The  Abbot  and  The  Monastery,  in 
the  hope  of  getting  them  one  day  In  the  octavo  form.  I 
am  not  certain  how  the  mercantile  ^reementa  for  these 
books  stand,  whether  all  the  copies  bargained  for  baive 
been  printed.  So  far  as  my  house  is  concerned,  this 
should  not  form  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  accomplishing 
what  I  am  about  to  propose,  and  I  believe  my  influence 
with  Our  own  agents,  who  possess  1000  of  each,  might 
also  secure  us  against  any  opposition  from  them. 

"  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see  Ivanhoe,  The  Monastery, 
The  Abbot,  and  Kenilworth  in  an  octavo  form,  tlie  appear- 
ance of  which  would  enable  us  to  gratify  those  who  wish 
to  possess  the  books  in  that  form,  and  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent would  be  quite  a  safe  speculation.  They  would 
make  six  volumes,  and,  with  the  author's  approbation,  I 
would  propose  that  they  appear  under  the  title  of '  His- 
torical Romances  by  the  Author  of  Waverley.' 

"  Although  I  am  at  present  taking  no  chatge  of  busi- 
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neas,  this  subject  interests  me  so  much  that  I  cannot 
refrain  from  laying  the  project  before  70a,  and  I  take  the 
liberty  of  adding,  that,  should  my  plans  meet  the  authors 
views,  I  think  the  cof^ight  of  these  foor  works  might  be 
fairly  estimated  at  £5000, — vhich  sum  I  would  propose 
to  make  payable  from  dates  commencing  at  twelve 
months,  and  concluding  at  thirty-six,  which  would  make 
five  acceptances  of  £1000  each.  You  will  pardon  the 
freedom  I  use  in  addressing  you  on  this  subject,  and 
favour  me  with  your  opinion  as  soon  as  you  find  it  con- 
venient Direct  to  the  care  of  Huist,  Bobinson,  and  Ca, 
80  Cheapside.  A.  C." 

With  Mr.  Lockhart  my  father's  correspondence  had 
h^un  80  early  as  December  1814,  and  it  would  be  very 
interesting  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  the  novel  alluded  to 
in  the  following  letter ; — 

Mb.  Lockhabt  to  Me.  Constable. 

"HiLHWTKX,  2»tk  Dter.  1814. 
"  Snt, — I  have  been  amusing  myself  with  writing  a 
novel,  and  as  it  chiefly  regards  Scotland,  I  should  wish  to 
have  it  printed  in  Edinburgh.  I  am  sensible  that  much 
has  been  done  of  late  years  in  the  description  of  our 
national  manners,  but  there  are  still,  I  apprehend,  many 
important  classes  of  Scotch  society  quite  untouched.  The 
hero  is  one  John  Todd,  a  true-blue,  who  undertakes  a 
journey  to  London  in  a  Berwick  smack,  and  is  present  in 
the  metropolis  at  the  same  time  with  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  and  the  other  illustrious  visitors  in  Jtme  last.    I 
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think  '  The  Eomance  of  the  Thistle '  might  do  for  a  titK 
and  for  a  motto  toS*  oiw  ouSe  ;^5e?  ouSe  Ti)f^pov  aXKa 
aet  Tt}  If  yoa  wish  to  see  the  HS.  it  is  at  your  service; 
The  whole  m^ht  he  contained  in  300  pages  12mo. — I 
remain,  etc.,  J.  G.  Locehabt. 

"P.8. — I  need  scarce  say  that  it  is  to  he  perfectly 
auonymouB.  You  may  address  to  me,  care  of  John  Bryce, 
Esq.,  Jackson  Street,  Glasgow,  J.  L." 

I  do  not  know  what  was  the  tenor  of  the  puhlisher's 
reply,  hut  we  may  presume  that  it  was  unfavourable; 
and  it  was  not  until  three  or  four  years  later,  at  John 
Ballantyne's  dinner-table,  that  Mr.  Lockhart  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  man  whose  character  and  personnel  he 
has  so  variously  described,  alternately  declaring  the  one 
to  have  been .  generous  and  disinterested,  and  crafty  and 
despotic,  while  the  impression  produced  by  the  other,  on 
a  first  intxoduction,  is  gives  in  the  following  passage : — 

"  It  WH  at  one  of  thow  Trinitjr  dinnen  thii  niminer,  that  I  fint 
■aw  Conitable.  Being  atrack  with  hia  appearance,  I  aiked  Scott  who 
he  wai,  and  he  told  toe— expreuing  •otne  aurpriw  that  anybody  abould 
have  lived  a  winter  or  two  in  Edinburgh  without  knowing,  by  tight 
at  leaat,  a  citizen  whoae  name  waa  h>  familiar  to  the  world.  I  hap- 
pened to  «ay  that  I  had  not  been  prepared  to  find  the  gre«t  bookaeller 
a  man  of  aucli  gentlemanlike  and  even  diatingniahed  bearing,  Scott 
tmiled,  and  answered — 'Ay,  Conitable  it  indeed  a  grand-looking 
ehield,'  adding,  that  he  remiaded  him  of  what  Fielding  said  of  Joaeph 
Andrewa, — that  'be  bad  an  urwhioh  to  thoie  who  had  not  teen  many 

'  "  A  thing — this  (toJ'  1)— neither  for  yeaterday  nor  to-day,  bat  tor 
all  time."  John  Todd  appears  in  Matthew  Wald,  but  excepting  in  the 
naiat,  I  find  do  trace  there  or  eliewhere  of  thia  probably  nnpuhliabed 
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ooblemen  would  gjve  mn  idits  of  nobility.'  ^  .  .  .  When  t  viiited  Con- 
'  stable,  aa  I  often  did  at  b  period  somewhat  later  thsD  that  of  which  I 
now  speak,  and  for  the  most  part  in  oompanf  witb  Scott,  I  fotmd  the 
bookseller  establitheii  in  a  rMpeotable  country  gentleman's  seat,  some 
ail  or  seven  miles  out  of  Edinbnrgh,  and  doing  tbe  honours  of  it  with 
all  the  eMe  that  might  have  been  loohcd  for  had  he  been  the  long- 
desoended  owner  of  the  place  ;~there  was  no  foppery,  no  show,  no 
idle  Inzory,  but  to  all  appearanoe  the  {Jain  abundance  and  ,«imple 
enjofmeDt  of  hereditary  wealth.  His  convenstion  wsa  manly  and 
Tigoroni,  abounding  in  Sootoh  anecdotes  of  the  oM  time,  which  he 
told  with  a  degree  of  spirit  and  hamoar  only  second  to  his  great 
author's.  No  man  oould  more  effectually  control,  when  he  had  a 
mind,  either  the  extrsTsgant  vanity  which,  on  too  many  occasions, 
made  him  ridiculons,  or  the  despotic  temper,  which  habitually  held  in 
fear  and  trembling  all  anch  aa  were  in  any  sort  dependent  (m  his 
Cxarish  Majesty's  pleaaure.  In  him  I  never  saw  (at  this  period)  any- 
thing bat  the  onobtrusive  sense  and  the  cslm  coortesy  of  a  well-bred 
gentleman." 

To  the  readers  of  the  earlier  volumes  of  this  work  it  is, 
I  apprehend,  annecessary  that  I  say  one  word  in  vindica- 
tion of  my  father  from  the  charge  of  ridiculous  vanity  or 
of  ungenerous  despotism.  The  intercourse  between  Mr. 
Lockbart  and  my  father  in  later  years  was  close  and  frs' 
quent,  and  I  prefer  the  estimation  in  which  he  held  the 

'  It  may  seem  trifling,  but  I  cannot  resist  a  temptation  to  quote 
corroborative  testimony  on  this  snbject  from  the  Reverend  Julian  C. 
Young,  whose  "  Fenonsl  Recollactiona  "  have  given  to  mnoh  pleasure 
to  the  reading  public,  and  the  notice  of  whose  death,  after  a  very 
■hort  illness,  has  reoently  caused  deep  sorrow  to  his  many  frienda.  In 
a  letter  lately  received  he  wrote; — "I  well  remember  Archibald 
Conatahle.  On  two  occasions  I  taw  him  when  he  called  on  my  father ; 
and  a  aplendid  tpecimen  of  humanity  be  was.  ...  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken he  had  a  florid  complerioii,  a  very  handsome  faoe,  a  presence 
that  would  have  become  a  Dnke,  and  a  bearing  worthy  of  Mracenss. 
.  .  .  How  entirely  the  photograph  bears  out  my  recollection  of  him ! 
aeutenesa,  tboughtfulnesa,  and  benevolence  in  the  face— the  whole  air 
and  bearing  truly  aristocratic." 


.d  by  Google 


164  SIS  WALTER  SCOTT. 

still  living  publisher,  both  before  and  after  the  sad  cata- 
strophe of  1826,  03  manifested  iii  the  letters  he  addressed 
to  him.     Well  it  is  that  litUra  seripia  manet. 

On  the  24th  September  1621  my  fother  wrote  to  Mr. 
Lockhart  from  Brighton,  where  he  spent  some  months 
before  settling  for  the  winter  at  Castlebeare  Park,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  : — 

"  PHoate  and  ConfideiUiai. 

"My  dkab  Sir, —  .  ,  .  Although  I  do  not  interest 
myself  about  matters  of  business  generally,  nor  indeed 
have  I  the  desire  at  this  moment  that  it  should  ever  be  so 
again,  yet  there  are  some  projects  which  I  cannot  separate 
from  my  thought&  I  wish  the  present  letter  bo  convey  to 
you  the  particnlats  of  these,  and  before  I  conclude  I  shall 
not  omit  to  beg  your  excuse  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken 
in  communicating  with  you  about  them. 

"  I  am  sure  you  would  regret  the  death  of  Mr.  John 
Ballanb^ne ;  he  was  a  very  clever  man,  and  possessed  for 
better  talents  than  many  who  used  to  laugh  with  him  in 
hours  of  merriment  spent  in  his  company.  His  death  to 
me  was  very  unexpected.  X  was  aware  his  fhune  was  none 
of  the  stoutest,  but  I  thought  nature  had  so  formed  him 
that  he  was  likely  to  last  long ;  and,  as  one  of  my  medical 
&iends  observed  of  myself  lately,  I  imagined  our  poor  , 
Mend  John  one  of  those  who  would  take  '  a  great  deal  of 
killing ;'  the  cares  of  the  world,  as  Creecfa  used  to  eay  in 
the  story  of  the  Dalkeith  Doctor, '  never  pickit  upon  him.' 

"  I  suppose  the  scheme  of  the  British  Kovelista  will 
now  be  given  np  ;  it  was,  I  believe,  by  no  means  a  suo- 
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cessful  one  in  point  of  sale,  arismg  alt<^ther,  as  a  book- 
seller would  say,  from  the  mode  in  which  it  was  got  up. 
A  collection  of  norels  most  not  be  printed  in  a  small  type 
like  a  newspaper,  a  Corpus  Jvris,  or  a  book  of  reference ; 
and  in  the  present  times  of  good  and  tatber  expensive 
taste,  there  will  be  no  very  great  number  of  readers  found 
for  works  requiring  a  magnifying-glass,  or  at  all  eveuts 
spectacles.  I  have  a  scheme  for  a  publication  of  novel- 
writers  which  I  most  now  beg  permission  to  submit  to 
you. 

"  The  style  and  manner  of  the  octavo  edition  of  the 
Kovels  and  Tales  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  seems  to  take 
well  with  the  public.  Hy  proposition  would  be  to  put> 
liah  fls  many  of  the  works  of  the  best  novel-writers  as 
could  be  comprehended  in  twentj'-five  octavo  volumes, — 
each  volume  to  contain  from  60  to  100  pages  more  letter- 
press, and  to  be  printed  in  a  type  one  size  smaller  than 
the  Tales.  Whatever  authors  aie  thought  worthy  of  in- 
sertion ought  I  pr^ume  all  to  be  complete  :  Sichardson 
fills  a  large  space,  but  would  be  indispensable,  I  fancy, 
and,  with  Smollett  and  Fielding,  wonld  occupy  two-thirds 
of  the  collection ;  the  others  I  will  not  here  take  it  upon 
me  to  suggest  I  would  have  Bi<^raphiGal  Notices  to 
the  works  of  each  author.  Sir  Walter  Scott  has  already 
,  written  the  lives  of  Fieldii^  and  Smollett,  and  if  the 
life  of  Bichardaon  were  written,  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
would  be  ready  to  go  to  press.  While  these  volumes 
were  printing,  getting  forward  the  others — I  would  take 
the  liberty  of  su^esting — might  in  the  course  of  next 
year  form  the  morning's  amusement  at  Abbotsford,  and 
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be  perhaps  some  relief  from  more  important  labour. 
Such  a  work  however  could  not  be  undertaken  under  any 
other  name  than  that  of  Sir  Walter  Scott 

"  To  follow  this  undertaking  I  would  propose  a  similar 
one,  of  the  works  of  British  Poeta,  exactly  iu  the  same 
style,  and  uo  double  columns  uaed  in  printing.  All  the 
Collections  of  English  Poets  are  encumbered  with  a  vast 
quantity  of  trash,  never  looked  at  by  the  reader  of  taste. 
!rhere  will  probably  be  more  labour  in  preparing  the 
Biographical  Notices  for  this  work,  but  there  is  no  need 
for  these  being  very  long,  and  in  general  the  materials 
are  abundant.  These  two  books  together  will  be  50 
volumes,  the  very  sight  of  which  would  make  our  friend 
James  Ballantyne  leap  with  joy.  I  would  have  engraved 
titles,  with  vignettes  to  each  volume,  but  no  other  em- 
bellishments. 

"  I  would  not  have  written  to  you  on  this  subject,  only 
that  I  fear  Sir  Walter  Scott  will  think  me  troublesome 
with  my  letters.  You  can  take  a  convenient  opportunity 
to  communicate  the  contents  of  this  to  him.  The  terms 
I  have  thought  of  for  the  copyright  of  the  Notices  and 
Name,  would  be  to  grant  an  acceptance  for  £t»00,  at 
twelve  months'  date,  on  the  completion  at  press  of  every 
five  volumes  successively,  but  I  would  make  the  accept- 
ance for  tfae  last  five  volumes  of  each  book  £1000,  instead 
£600, — iu  this  way  the  copyright  of  the  two  would  be 
£6000.  Both  books  might  be  published  in  the  course  of 
two  years ;  but  as  the  undertakings  are  large,  after  once 
being  commenced  they  will  require  to  go  on  regularly.  I 
think  both  would  succeed  very  well,  and  would  be  highly 
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creditable  to  all  coDceraed ;  and  I  hope  you  will  not 
Kfuse  your  aid  in  bringing  about  the  transaction.  Allow 
me  to  reqaest  that  any  commumcation  on  this  important 
subject  be  transmitted  direct  to  myself,  here.  After 
I  have  heard  from  Sir  Walter  or  you  on  this  subject,  I 
have  another  but  lesser  project  iu  contemplation.  Here 
1  daresay  you  will  smile,  and  say,  'This  is  not  like  a 
man  in  bad  health,  or  one  in  a  great  degree  retired  irom 
the  world.'  I  aasnre  you  I  have  not  permitted  myself  to 
think  of  almost  any  other  concerns  in  the  way  of  business ; 
but  I  have  a  delight  in  contemplating  the  plans  now  sub- 
mitted to  you,  and  their  success  I  think  will  be  un- 
questionably good,  and  would  every  six  or  seven  years  for 
a  lot^  while  to  come,  I  hope,  be  the  means  of  bringing 
some  additional  grist  to  the  mill  of  the  printers  and  paper- 
makers  of  Scotland. — ^Youib,  -etc., 

"Abchibald  CONsrASLK" 

Mb.  Locebart  to  Mr.  Constable 

. "  CamawooD,  bt  Hklroub,  SeptaiAer  SS,  1821. 
"  Mt  dear  Sib, — I  received  your  letter  this  morning, 
and  I  assore  you  both  I  and  your  other  friends  here  are 
moat  sincerely  rejoiced  with  the  intelligence  of  your 
health  being  so  much  improved  since  you  left  Scotland. 
I  trust  ere  long  we  may  all  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  once  more  among  us,  and  hail  with  much  satisfoction 
the  proof  your  letter  affords  of  tlje  unsubdued  eneigy, 
activity,  and  enterprise  of  your  mind.  If  you  are  retdly 
ill,  and  can  nevertheless  form  such  schemes  and  write 
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Buch  letters,  I  am  sure  it  ia  no  flattery  to  Bay  tbat  yon  are 
the  <m\y  bookaeller  extant  capable  of  the  like. 

"  I  have  shown  your  letter  to  Sir  Walter,  and  he  bids 
me  aay  that,  under  some  modifications,  he  thinks  it  very 
possible  he  may  think  seriously  of  the  scheme  yon  pro- 
pose. He  sees,  notwithstanding,  many  difficulties  in 
limiiu,  and,  on  the  -whole,  I  think  it  is  best  to  say  for  the 
present  that  he  will  write  you  himself,  or  commission  me 
to  do  so  at  length,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  Consider- 
ing the  magnitude  of  your  audertaking,  you  will  not  be 
snrprised  with  this  delay. 

"  I  have  not  been  in  Edinburgh  these  three  months, 
and  am  therefore  pretty  much  as  ignorant  of  the  news  of 
Auld  Beekie  as  you  can  be.  My  wife  and  I  are  estab- 
lished in  the  little  cottage  which  you  saw  ere  its  roof  was 
on.  I  hope  next  summer  you  will  come  and  see  it,  and 
not  like  it  the  worse  for  that  additiotL  Sir  Walter  desires 
to  be  most  kindly  remembered  to  yon  ;  he  says  he  was 
just  about  to  write  a  long  letter  to  you  when  I  furnished 
him  with  this  additional  theme  of  correspondence. — Be- 
lieve me,  very  sincerely  yours,  J,  G.  Lockhabt," 

Sir  Walter's  promised  letter  was  written  at  Abbotefrad 
on  the  30th  September.    It  is  as  follows  : — 
"  To  A.  Constable,  Esq. 

"  Abbotbford,  30(A  Sfpteaher  1821. 

"Mt  dxab  Conbtablb, — I  am  very  ungraciously  in- 
debted to  you  for  yoiir  two  kind  communications,  and 
there  is  no  great  reason  why  I  should  have  incorred  this 
guilt,  because  I  have  never  had  any  hesitation  about  the 
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acceptation  of  your  liberal  offer  contained  in  your  letter 
dated  irom  Clapham,  IStli  August  last,  being  the  sum  of 
£5000  for  Ivanhoe,  The  Monastery,  The  Abbot,  and 
Kenilworth,  in  fiill  and  complete  copyright,  which  Bom 
of  £S0OO  should  be  made  payable  by  five  aco^tances 
of  £1000  each,  the  dates  commencing  at  12  mootha 
and  concluding  in  36  months,  all  which  is  quite  agreeable 
to  me;  only  I  think  that  after  the  lapse  of  18  months 
the  moiety  of  the  sum  which  would  then  oootioue 
due  should  bear  interest,  as  the  stock  purchased  will  be 
then  mailing  return.  Bat  this  is  a  matter  of  little  con- 
sequence. I  have  only  to  add  that  I  approve  greatly  of 
your  plan,  and  with  your  spirit  and  activity  I  have  no 
doubt  of  its  success.  Ton  may  consider  it  as  quite 
settled,  and  set  to  work  as  soon  as  possibla  The  accept- 
ances, etc.,  will  do  very  well  in  November;  you  can 
iustmct  Mr.  Cadell,  as  X  have  some  land  to  pay. 

"  I  am  now  going  to  speak  of  your  letter  to  J.  G. 
Lockhart,  which  shows  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  energy 
and  enterprise  of  your  mind. 

"  Tonr  observations  on  the  shape  of  John's  novels,  poor 
fellow,  seem  veiy  just,  yet  the  Eastern  Tales  are  now  out 
of  prints  and  in  great  request ;  still,  however,  John's  stock 
stands  in  our  way.  I  suspect  that  to  take  away  the  lives 
would  be  to  take  the  plums  out  of  the  porridge,  and 
reduce  the  whole  to  waste  paper.  Kow,  although  the 
lives  were  given  him  without  any  gratuity,  and  are  conse- 
quently at  my  own  disposal,  I  do  flot  think  I  can  well 
enter  into  another  transaction,  the  event  of  which  must  be 
considerable  loss  to  the  estate  on  which  I  am  a  trustee. 
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If  any  plana  could  be  fallen  upon  to  dispose  of  these 
works  so  aa  to  aave  loas — at  least  this  stumbling-block 
would  be  out  of  my  way ;  but  in  the  present  circum- 
stances I  do  not  see  how  it  is  to  be  got  over. 

"  My  next  objection  is  to  give  my  name  out  and  ovt  to 
a  collection  of  this  nature ;  I  mean  to  put  it  on  the  title- 
pt^e — for  I  should  have  no  objection  at  all  to  date  the 
Lives  &om  this  place,  and  of  course  the  advertisements,  as 
in  cases  where  the  thing  was  authorized.  In  all  other 
respects  the  plan  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  me,  and  I 
could  have  Lockhart's  assistance  to  carry  it  through.  I 
think  it  would  run  further  than  you  are  aware  of.  TVe 
should  have  all  Charlotte  Smith's  very  entertaining  novels, 
which  are  not  property ;  the  same  with  Mrs.  Sadclitfe's, 
but  I  fear  they  are  hardly  out  Miss  Bumey's  must  be 
out,  all  but  the  last,  which  is  scarce  worth  including 
Richardson  is  a  heavy  dog,  but  I  fear  we  cannot  do  with- 
out him. 

"  The  Poets  might  lie  for  future  consideration ;  they 
would  be  a  much  more  troublesome  job,  and  I  fear  it 
would  be  difficult  to  give  novelty.  Consider,  there  is  Dr. 
Johnson  and  Tom  CamphelL  Certainly  a  good  selection 
would  throw  out  one-half  of  what  is  generally  crammed 
into  these  formidable  collections.  Lockhart  and  I  have 
often  thought  of  a  collection  of  Historians,  but  I  fear  tiie 
work  would  be  heavy  on  sala 

"  By  the  way,  Lockhart  finished,  or  nearly  so,  for  John 
Ballantyne,  a  new  edition  of  Don  Quixote,  with  Ozell's 
last  but  very  full  and  curious  annotations,  and  remu'k- 
ably  good  transletions  of  all  the  Spanish  ballads  alluded 
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to  in  the  work.  This  I  think  a  desiderstum  in  y-ngHfih 
liteiature,  and  I  believe  nuny  bookaelleis  vould  be 
desirous  to  have  it  If  I  lecolleot  right,  the  copy-money 
was  to  be  £300  or  £350  ;  I  meant  to  do  it  myself,  and 
made  some  progress,  bat  Lockhart  being  a  much  better 
Spaniard,  and  I  havii^  nevei  been,  I  gave  him  my 
mateiials.  I  have  no  doubt  Ballantyne'a  Tiost  would 
part  with  it  for  a  very  moderate  profit  above  prime  cost ; 
three  volumes  are  printed,  and  might  be  sent  to  you  that 
you  might  see  the  natore  and  style  of  the  illustrattons. 
Frankly,  I  would  much  rather  you  had  them  than  another. 

"  The  thing  yon  wot  of  [The  Pirate]  ia  cracking  on  well 
The  next  will  be  a  tale,  I  tiiink,  of  the  days  of  gentle 
King  Jemmy,  onr  Scottish  Solomon.  It  is  a  pity  that 
rare  mixtore  of  sense  and  nonsense,  pedantry  and  child- 
ishness, wit  and  folly,  should  remain  uncelebrated.  It  is 
attempted  in  the  work  called  Forman,  but  not  with  a 
strong  hand.  If  yon  can  surest  anything  about  the 
period  I  will  be  happy  to  hear  from  you ;  you  are  always 
happy  in  your  hints.  You  are  right  not  to  vex  yourself 
with  thinking  minutely  or  anxiously  abont  business,  but 
in  a  general  way  nothing  that  amuses  yaa  can  come  much 
amiss.  When  I  was  so  dreadfully  ill  that  I  could  hardly 
speak  five  minutes  without  loss  of  breath,  I  found  that 
the  exertion  of  dictatii^  the  nonsense  of  Captain  Dalgetty 
to  William  Laidlaw  suspended  for  a  time  the  sense  of  my 
sitnation.  Indeed,  what  can  one  think  of,  except  the 
topics  which  are  most  interesting  him?  and  though  I 
would  not  permit  them  to  rule  me  like  a  mghtmare,  yet 
one  might  as  well  think  of  changing  his  nature  entirely, 

TOi*  in.  L 
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B8  to  'baiiiah  them  alt^i^ther  out  of  his  leflections.  And 
60,  course,  my  good  friend:  we  shall  lire  to  do  many 
dever  things  together  yet. 

"  The  news  &om  Edinbnrgh  are  veiy  distreasiug,  for 
vitb  the  usual  degree  of  party  spirit  there  has  existed  of 
late  a  degree  of  violence  which  will  be  slaked,  I  fear,  with 
nothing  but  blood ;  I  expect  daily  to  hear  that  some  one 
is  killed.  The  Scotsman  and  Jiemew  have  much  to  answer 
for.  I  have  kept  L  out  of  the  scrape,  in  which  some  of 
the  young  men  are  knee-deep. 

"My  own  case  ia  whimsical  enoi^h.  I  was  fairly 
forced,  contraiy  to  my  own  judgment,  and  to  all  that  I 
proposed,  to  join  in  a  bond  of  credit  for  the  paper,  and 
now  they  have  tamed  me  out  without  coDSultiog  whether 
I  thought  it  handsome  or  honourable  to  retreat  at  such  a 
period.  So  I  am  sad  and  sulky,  for  I  think  the  seniors 
might  have  been  mediators,  not  fugitives.' 

"  I  have  written  a  great  deal,  but  have  still  to  thank 
you  for  the  great  kindness  you  have  shown  about  the 
wine,  which  arrived  in  the  most  perfect  safety  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  will  be  here  next  week.  The  lota  are 
extiemely  moderate,  and  as  I  shall  have  some  cash  at 
Coutts's  next  week,  I  will  send  an  order  for  the  amount 

"  You  have  such  a  genius  for  finding  out  all  that  your 
friends  want,  that  perhaps  you  may  light  on  some  old  oak- 
panelling  in  the  course  of  your  researches.  I  should  like 
much  to  make  a  purchase  of  that  kind  for  fitting  up  my 
future  library. 

>  Sir  Walter  Iiere  sUudet  to  The  Beacon,  for  which  publication  lie 
hsd  UDbappily  allowed  himaelf  to  become  a  reapoiuible  partj. 
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"  I  beg  my  beat  regards  to  Mrs.  Constable,  David,  if 
arrived,  jou,  and  all  your  family.  I  sincerely  bope  and 
tmst  your  naturally  stroi^  constitution  may  recruit  itself 
by  ease  and  exercise,  and  that  you  will,  like  me,  pay  the 
fine  and  renew  the  lease  of  the  precarious  tenement.  In 
the  best  period  of  my  health  I  was  never  better  than  at 
preeent,  bating  that  my  joints  are,  of  course,  stiffer  than 
they  were.  I  malce  a  point  of  riding  or  walking  two  or 
three  hours  at  least  every  day,  and  Lockhart's  cotti^e  at 
two  miles  forms  a  pleasant  object  for  my  exercise.  Pray 
let  me  bear  from  you  at  your  leisure,  and  believe  me,  with 
much  r^;ard  and  many  good  wishes,  very  sincerely  yours, 
"  Waltee  Scott." 

The  plans  r^arding  which  Sir  Walter  thus  writes,  and 
of  which  the  complimentary  letter  from  Mr.  Lockhart 
which  I  have  cited  ^  does  not  at  least  imply  disapproval, 
are  characterized  by  the  latter  as  "  extravagant  projects,"  * 
and  introduced  to  the  public  in  the  following  passages  of 
the  Bit^raphy : — 

"  In  Aagnrt  appeared  the  volame  of  the  Novelist'i  Librarf,  ood- 
teiDing  Scotf  s  Life  of  Smollett ;  and  it  bring  aoir  atcertained  that 
John  BaUantjne  had  died  a  debtor,  the  editor  offered  to  proceed  with 
thii  teriea  of  prefaceo,  on  the  footing  that  the  whole  profits  of  the 
work  ihonld  ji{o  to  hie  widow.  Mr.  Constable,  whose  health  was  now 
b^inning  to  break,  had  gone  aonthwarde  in  qnett  of  more  genial  air, 
and  waa  at  Havtingi  [Brighton]  when  be  heard  of  thia  proposition.  He 
immediately  wrote  to  me,  entreating  me  to  represent  to  Sir  Walter 
that  the  nndertaking,  having  been  coldly  receired  at  first,  waa  nolikely 
to  grow  in  faTonr  it  continued  od  the  same  plan — that  in  his  opinion 
the  bnik  of  the  Tolnmet,  sad  the  imall  type  of  their  text,  had  been 

>  See  onK,  p.  1S7.  '  See  life,  toL  t.  p.  122. 
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nnwiMly  dioMm  for  a  work  of  men  entertaiDmait^  ""^  oonld  only  be 
■niUble  for  one  of  T«ference ;  th»t  BaUutrne'e  NoTeliit'a  Libraiy, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  itopped  at  onee,  and  another  in  a  lighter  afaape, 
to  range  irith  the  late  collected  edition  o(  the  flnt  aeriea  of  the 
Waveriey  Rotnanoea,  announced  -with  hia  own  name  w  pvbliaher,  and 
Seott'a  aa  editor.  He  proposed  at  the  same  time  to  oommence  tha 
inne  of  a  Sdeot  libnuy  of  Engtiih  Poetry,  with  prefacea  and  a  few 
notee  by  the  same  hand ;  and  oalcnlating  that  eaoh  of  these  ooUeclaoiis 
ahonld  extend  to  twenty-fire  T^^nmee,  and  that  the  pnblicatioii  of  botb 
might  be  concluded  within  two  yeaia — *  the  writing  of  the  preface^ 
etc,  forming  perhaps  an  occadoDal  relief  from  more  important  labonia  ! ' 
— the  bookaeller  otFered  to  pay  their  editor  in  all  the  emn  of  £6000 ;  a 
small  portion  of  wbioh  snm,  aa  he  hinted  [where  f\,  wonld  nndottbtedly 
be  more  than  Mrs.  John  Ballaatyne  coold  erer  hope  to  derive  from  tbe 
prosecution  of  her  husband's  last  pubLshing  adventure.  Variona 
oansaa  combined  to  prevent  the  realization  of  these  magniSoent  pro- 
jects. Soott  now,  aa  at  the  beginning  of  his  career  of  ipecnlatioii,  had 
views  aboQt  what  a  ooUectiau  of  English  Poetry  should  be,  in  whieb 
even  Coustable  could  not,  on  oonsidcration,  be  made  to  concnr ;  and  I 
have  already  explained  the  o<ddDese  with  wbioh  he  Tegarded  fortber 
attempts  upon  our  Elder  Novelists.  The  Ballautyne  Library  crept  co 
to  the  tenth  volume,  and  waa  then  dropped  abruptly  ;  and  the  double 
negotiatiim  with  Constable  was  never  renewed." 


From  tiie  alluaioii  here  to  Mrs.  John  Ballantyne,  it 
might  be  inferred  that  mj  father's  interest  in  that  lady 
was  neither  generous  nor  activa  I  find,  on  the  contrary, 
from  her  letters  in  my  poaaession,  that  he  emhraced  every 
opportunity  that  presented  itself  to  do  her  service.  She 
vrites  on  the  28th  June  1 822  ; — "  My  husband  nsed  often 
to  say  to  me  that  he  was  certain  he  should  know  what 
was  passing  on  earth  after  he  was  dead.  I  have  no  faith 
in  this ;  but  if  it  be  really  so,  he  must  be  comforted  by 
your  kindness  to  his  poor  widow." 

The  following  letter  from  my  father  is  in  reply  to  Sir 
Walter's  of  the  SOth  September  :— 
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Mb,  Constabijs  to  Sib  Walter  Scott. 

"  Castlbbiarb  Paick,  Eauro,  Middlbssx, 
Zd  Notxmtter  1S21. 

"  Dear  Sib  Walter, — I  have  been  gi'eatly  too  long  in 
replyiDg  to  your  very  bind  and  obliging  letter,  which  duly 
leached  me  at  Brighton.  Some  portion  of  my  time  has 
been  taken  up  since  in  quest  of  a  reaidence  for  the  winter, 
and  I  am  at  last  fixed  here  in  an  excellent  house,  standing 
in  a  field  of  twenty  acres,  nearly  one-third  covered  by 
fine  elms  two  centuries  old,  gardens,  etc.  The  situation  is 
very  dry,  and  said  to  be  very  healthy.  It  was  lately  the 
residence  of  a  wealthy  London  citizen,  who  left  it  in  the 
best  order — much  too  good  for  me ;  but  with  this  as 
with  other  things  I  must  endeavour  to  be  content 

"  I  shall  in  a  very  few  days  have  the  pleasure  of  writ- 
ing very  fully  to  you  on  the  various  important  matters  of 
your  last.  In  the  meantime  your  drafts  on  A.  C.  and  Co., 
for  the  copyrights  of  the  four  works  named  in  your  letter 
of  the  30th  September,  will  be  accepted  at  my  house  in 
Edinbu^h.  They  will,  I  think,  require  to  be  drawn  as 
under,^  and  we  shall  make  the  amount  five  thousand, 
guineas  instead  of  five  thousand  pounds.  I  wish  I  had 
golden  gmneas  for  the  sum  at  my  hand,  and  to  save  trouble 
yon  should  have  them,  and  of  the  full  weight  into  the 
bargain, — not  as  it  has  been  recorded  of  Jacob  Tonson's 
of  old,  who  used  to  settle — with  Dryden  I  think  it  was — 
in  light  silver.  The  wares  with  which  the  booksellers  of 
the  present  time  go  to  market  are  better  than,  those  of 
Tonson's  days,  and  thus  the  source  of  modem  liberality. 

'  The  terma  ot  Qie  draft  are  not  gireii  in  my  copy  of  this  letter. 
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"  New  editions  of  the  Historical  Romances,  in  octavo 
and  post,  are  now,  I  presume,  in  the  printing-office.  I 
learn  there  will  be  besides  a  great  press  of  other  works  in 
hand  for  this  winter  and  next  spring,  and  as  we  are  all 
much  interested  in  their  progress,  perhaps  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  and  great  scheme  should  stand  over  for 
a  year.    But  all  this  shall  be  ac^usted  to  your  wish. 

"  I  should  be  very  happy  to  undertake  the  editicm  of 
Don  Quixote  by  our  friend  Lockbart.  Perhaps  you  would 
hare  the  goodness  to  desire  Mr.  Ballantyne  to  forward  the 
paper  and  print  account  with  a  copy  of  the  book  to  me, 
through  the  medium  of  the  High  Street,  that  my  partner 
may  see  the  book  in  its  progress  here.  My  health  con- 
tinues much  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  two  months.  I 
live  a  very  quiet  retired  life,  in  which  I  shall  endeavour 
to  persevere ;  but  there  has  been  much  sickness  in  my 
family.  Two  of  my  daughters  have  been  very  ill,  but 
they  ate  getting  round  again. 

"  Castlebeare  Park,  aa  it  is  called,  is  the  next  house  to 
that  of  the  late  Duke  of  Kent  I  was  in  the  Duke's  the 
other  day,  and  saw  two  fine  pictures,  that  had  not  been 
bid  for  at  the  sale  of  his  Royal  Highness's  effects,  of  his 
late  Majesty  and  the  Queen,  painted,  I  think,  by  Sir  Wm. 
Beechy.  Have  you  any  desire,  if  to  be  had  cheap,  to 
possess  them  7  T  have  some  fine  old  oak  carved  fiimitaie 
and  panelling  in  view  for  you. — I  am,  etc,  A.  C." 

Mr.  Lockhart  thus  alludes  to  the  arrangement  above 
mentioned,  and  gives  his  view  of  the  position  of  affairs 
at  the  time  it  was  concluded  } — 

■  See  Life,  vol  v.  pp.  147-190. 
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"Sir  Walter  concluded,  before  he  went  to  town  in  Hovember, 
wiother  o^otiation  of  importance  with  thii  honie.  They  agreed  to 
gire  for  the  remaiaing  oopyright  of  the  fonr  norela  pablithed  between 
December  1819  and  January  1821 — to  wit,  IvMlhoe,  The  Monaater;, 
The  Abbot,  and  Kenilwortli — the  anm  of  live  thousand  guineaa.  The 
■tipnlatioa  about  not  revealing  the  anthor'a  name,  under  a  penalty  of 
£2000,  waa  repeated.  By  these  fonr  noyda,  the  fruita  of  acaroely 
more  than  twdve  montha'  labour,  he  had  already  cleared  at  least 
£10,000  before  this  bargain  waa  completed.  They,  like  their  prede- 
ceMora,  were  now  iaiaed  in  a  collective  shape,  under  the  title  of  '  His- 
torical Romances,  by  the  Anthor  of  Wavmrley.' 

"  I  cannot  pretend  to  gneH  what  the  aotual  atate  of  Soott's  pecnniary 
aSaiia  waa  at  the  time  when  John  Ballantyne's  death  relieved  them 
from  one  great  source  of  complication  and  difBcnlty.  fiut  I  have  said 
enough  to  satisfy  every  reader,  that  when  he  b^an  the  second,  aud 
far  tiie  larger  division  of  his  building  at  Abbotaford,  he  must  have 
contemplated  the  utmost  anni  it  could  cost  him  as  a  meie  trifle  in 
relation  to  the  resonrceg  at  hie  command.  He  must  hare  reckoned  on 
olearing  £30,000  at  least  in  the  course  of  a  coaple  of  yeara  by  the 
novels  written  within  such  a  period.  The  pubUsber  of  hia  Tales,  who 
best  Icaew  how  they  ware  prodnced,  and  what  they  brought  of  groaa 
proflt,  and  who  must  have  had  the  strongBSt  interest  in  keeping  the 
author's  name  nntamished  by  any  risk  or  reputation  of  fiulure,  jronld 
willin^y,  aa  we  have  seen,  have  given  him  £6000  more  within  a  space 
of  two  years  for  works  of  a  lesa  serious  sort,  likely  to  be  despatohed 
at  leisure  hours,  without  at  all  interfering  with  the  main  tnannfactura 
Bat  alas  J  even  this  was  not  alL  Measra.  Constable  had  such  faith  in 
the  prospective  fertility  of  his  imagination,  that  they  were  by  this  time 
quite  ready  to  sign  bargains  and  grant  bills  for  novels  and  romances 
to  be  prodnced  hereafter,  but  of  which  the  snbjeote  and  the  names 
were  alike  unknown  to  them  and  to  'the  man  from  whose  pen  they 
were  to  proceed.     A  forgotten  satirist  well  says, — 


but  in  his  oaae,  every  external  iuflneace  combined  to  stir  the  flame, 
and  swell  the  intoxication  of  reatteaa  exuberant  energy.  His  allies 
knew,  indeed,  what  he  did  not,  that  the  sale  of  hia  novels  was  rather 
lass  than  it  had  been  in  the  days  of  Iranhoe ;  and  hints  had  somettmes 
been  dropped  to  him  that  it  might  be  well  to  try  the  effect  of  a  pause. 
But  he  always  thought — and  James  Ballantyne  had  decidedly  the  same 
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opinioD — th»t  hit  b«at  thiuga  were  thoM  whioh  he  tlircnr  off  the  moiit 
Muily  uid  Rwiftly  ;  and  it  wu  no  wonder  that  hii  bookaellen,  seeing  how 
immeBanrmbly  tvea  hii  worst  excelled  in  popularity,  aa  in  merit,  any 
other  penon'a  beat,  alianld  have  shrank  from  the  experiment  of  > 
deeiiive  damper.  On  the  ooDtraiy,  they  might  be  excoaed  for  from 
time  to  time  flattering  themaelvea  that  if  the  book*  aold  at  a  leM  nte, 
thia  might  be  connterpoiaed  by  atill  greater  rafndity  of  production. 
They  could  not  make  up  their  minds  to  oaat  the  peerleu  veoel  adrift ; 
and,  in  short,  after  every  little  whisper  of  pmdential  misgiving, 
echoed  the  nnfailiag  hniden  of  BallMityne's  song — to  posh  on,  hoist- 
ing more  and  more  svl  as  the  wind  Inlled. 

"  He  was  aa  eager  to  do  aa  they  conld  be  to  saggest — and  thia  I  well 
knew  at  the  time.  I  had,  however,  no  notion,  until  all  his  correspon- 
dence lay  before  me,  of  the  extent  to  which  he  had  permitted  himaeU 
thus  early  to  build  on  the  chanoes  of  life,  health,  and  oontinned  popn- 
lari^.  Before  the  Fortunes  of  Nigel  issned  from  the  press,  Scott  had 
exchanged  instruments,  and  received  his  bookaellar'a  bills  for  no  lea* 
than  four  *  worka  of  fiction ' — not  one  of  them  otherwise  deocribed  in 
the  deeds  of  agreement — to  be  produoed  in  unbroken  succession,  each 
of  them  to  fill  at  least  three  volnmea,  hot  with  proper  saving  clauses 
M  to  iDoraase  of  copy-mon^  in  case  anjr  of  them  should  run  to  foar. 
And  within  two  years  all  thia  antidpation  had  been  wiped  off  by 
Pereril  of  the  Peak,  Quentin  Dnnrard,  St.  Bonan'a  Well,  and  Red- 
ganntlet ;  and  the  new  castle  was  by  that  time  complete,  and  over- 
flowing with  all  its  splendoitr;  but  by  that  time  the  end  also  waa 
approaching  I 

"  The  splendid  romance  of  The  Pirate  was  published  in  the  beginning 
of  December  1S21 ;  and  the  wild  freshneas  of  its  atmosphere,  the 
beautiful  contrast  of  Minna  and  Brenda,  and  the  exquisitely  drawn 
character  of  Captain  Cleveland,  found  the  reoeption  which  they 
dcMrved." 


Sydney  Smith  does  not  seem  to  have  shared  the 
general  admiration  of  this  novel  He  writes  to  my  father 
as  follows : — 

"PosTOir,  DeeenAtr  21,  1821. 

"  Deak  Sir, — I  am  mnch  obliged  by  yonr  kindness  in 
sending  me  The  Pirate.    You  know  how  much  I  admire 
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the  genixis  of  the  antfaoT,  but  even  that  baa  its  limits, 
and  is  exhaustible.  I  am  afraid  this  novel  will  depend 
upon  the  former  reputation  of  the  author,  and  will  add 
nothing  to  it  It  may  sell,  and  another  may  htUf  sell, 
but  that  is  all,  unless  he  comes  out  with  something 
vigorous,  and  redeems  himself.  I  do  not  blame  him  for 
writing  himself  out,  if  be  knows  he  is  doing  so,  and  has 
done  his  lest,  and  bis  a/2.  I  am  for  the  mixture  of 
history  and  fiction.  If  the  native  land  of  Scotland  will 
supply  no  more  scenes  and  characters,  for  he  is  always- 
best  in  Scotland,  though  he  was  very  good  in  England 
the  [time]  he  was  there ;  bat  pray  (wherever  the  scene  is 
laid)  no  more  3f^  MerrUies  and  Dominie  Sampson — very' 
good  tiie  first  and  second  times,  but  now  quite  worn  out, 
and  always  recurring.  All  human  themes  have  an  end 
(except  Taxation) ;  but  I  shall  heartily  r^ret  my  annual 
amnsemeut  if  I  am  about  to  lose  it.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
hear  you  are  unwell ;  it  is  became  you  are  so  rich.  If 
you  were  poor  and  had  much  to  fret  you,  you  would  be 
better;  but  do  not  be  alarmed,  yon  have 'yet  twenty  or 
thirty  years  good.  When  yoa  go  off  at  that  distant 
period,  I  think  yon  should  leave  me  a  handsome  legacy 
in  books,  as  the  first  person  who  gave  you  a  start  in  life. 
— Tour  sincere  well-wiaber,  Stdhey  Smitb." 
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Letten  to  Sir  Wkltar  Scott,  eonlalnltig  manjr  lltenry  niK«atioiu,  ■mong 
ottaen  in  uinotkted  edition  of  abakespure— Intweatiug  repliai  by  3ir 
Walter  Scott 

Mb.  Lockbabt  qootes  one  letter  from  among  those  writ- 
ten by  my  father  &om  England  to  Sir  Walter  in  the 
earlier  part  of  162S,  and  regards  it  as  indicating  a  mind 
Qohinged  by  disease.  I  shall  give  my  readera  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  for  themselves,  by  quoting  not  only  that 
letter,  but  others  of  which  I  happen  to  possess  copies; 
along  with  a  few  from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  to  which  some  of 
them  owe  their  origin,  and  which  show  the  cordiality  and 
interest  with  which  he  received  the  literary  suggestions  of 
his  publisher.     Mr.  Lockhart  says  :^ — 

"  Tbe  BTd^it  bookieller'*  brain  Menu  to  lure  been  well-oi^h  nn- 
•eUI«d  ttt  this  period ;  nnd  I  bsTS  often  thought  that  the  fozglove 
which  he  then  awkUowed  (hie  oomphtiut  being  a  threatening  of  water 
in  the  cheaQ  might  have  had  a  ihare  in  the  extravagant  ezciteinent  of 
hia  mind.  Oocanonally,  howerer,  he  enten  on  detaila  aa  to  which,  or 
»t  leait  aa  to  Sir  Walter't  thare  in  them,  there  coidd  aot  have  been 
aD7  miitake ;  and  these  were,  it  must  ba  owned,  of  a  nature  well 
calculated  to  ootmth  and  auatain  in  Uie  aathor'a  fancy  a  degree  of 
alntoat  mad  ezbilaration,  near  akin  to  his  pnbliahei'B  own  predominant 
mood," 

I  See  Life,  toL  r.  p.  173. 
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Be  Uiis  ss  it  may,  the  letters  I  shall  now  giro  not  only 
proTQ  hov  useful  my  father's  hiblif^raphic  and  historical 
knowledge  often  was  to  the  great  novelist,  but  the  high 
sppieciatioD  in  which  it  was  held  by  him. 

Mb.  Constable  to  Sib  Walteb  Scott. 

"  CiaTLKBK&BB  PARK,  14  FAg.  1622. 

"  Allow  me  as  an  old  correspondent  to  offer  you  my 
liest  acknowledgments  fiir  The  Pirate,  which  it  will  be  no 
news  to  70U  to  hear  has  been  eagerly  sought  after  in  the 
Soath,  aod  met  much  public  approbation.  My  copy, 
secluded  as  my  situation  is,  has  been  in  considerable 
requisition,  and  in  its  travels  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
TeneTsble  General  Dumouriez,  who  resides  a  very  little 
way  off  this  mansion.  He  was  the  only  person  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  whom  in  my  present  state  of  health  I 
had  any  inclination  to  be  known.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
being  introduced  to  him,  and  we  have  since  exchanged 
dvilitiesL  The  General  is  at  a  very  advanced  period  of 
hfe.  He  was  bom  in  the  year  1739,  and  is  a  truly  in- 
teresting old  gentleman,  rather  of  short  stature,  with  much 
of  an  Englishman's  expression  of  countenance,  extremely 
intelligent ;  indeed,  he  is  altogether  what  I  would  suppose 
one  of  onr  own  noblesse  to  have  been  who  followed  the 
fortunes  of  Prince  Charlea 

"  Witii  t^ard  to  the  period  of  King  James,  which  yon 
did  me  the  honour  to  mention,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
anything  very  particular  to  surest  for  your  consideration. 
I  possess  some  originsl  lettera^-of  the  Duke  of  Lennox 
and  Bichmond,  who  accompanied  Jamee  to  England,  of 
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wMch  I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  70a  a  tranacript. 
They  relate  chiefiy  to  the  Duke's  private  concerns,  bat 
contain  some  few  notices  not  unworthy  of  your  perusal. 
He  was  a  remarkable  pereon,  and  bad,  I  believe,  tfaiee  or 
four  wives ;  the  death  of  one  of  them  is  referred  to  in  one 
of  his  letters,  but  the  event  does  not  appear  to  have  occa- 
sioned him  any  particular  grief.  There  was  a  divorce  or 
some  law-process  between  this  lady  and  Lennox ;  bat  that 
of  course  will  be  fuUy  known  to  yoo.  The  letters  are 
addressed  to  Sir  William  Livingstone  of  Kilsyth,  who  was 
commissioner  of  the  Lbonox  estates,  and  a  person  of  some 
consideration  in  Scotland.  I  bad  once  a  greater  namber 
of  similar  letters,  but  by  some  means  or  other  they  have 
diminished.  I  am  not  sore  bat  I  gave  one  or  two  of  them 
to  Mr.  Charles  Kirkpatrick  Sharpe ;  if  I  did  so  they  aiB  ' 
safe.  There  is  a  portrait  of  a  Duchess  of  Richmond  in 
Captain  Smith's  account  of  Virginia,  which  you  have  seen, 
and  on  the  same  sheet  or  print  there  is  a  portrait  of  the 
Lady  Bebecca  (Pocahontas),  the  daughter  of  Powhatan — a 
king  of  Virginia,  who  married  an  fingUshman  of  the  name 
of  Eol£  It  is  a  good  many  years  sinoe  I  looked  into 
Smith's  work,  and  I  do  not  now  remember  what  be  says 
of  this  I^y  Rebecca,  but  I  think  she  was  introduced  at 
Court  by  the  Duchess  of  Richmond,  and  I  dare  say  was 
one  of  the  remarkable  x>ersonages  of  that  day.  She  came 
to  England  in  161G,  and  died  at  Gravesend  the  foUowing 
year,  as  I  learn  from  a  passage  which  I  extract  from 
Josselyn's  Voyages  to  New  England.  liondon,  ]674. 
12mo. 

"  1613. — '  Hr-  Jobn  Rolf,  s  geatl«iiiaa  of  good  bdwvioiir,  fell  ia 
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love  vith  Pooilumtu,  the  only  diughtei  of  FowhrnUo,  a  king  in 
Virgmia,  and  married  lier.  She  was  cbmtened,  and  called  the  Lady 
Bebeccs,  and  died  at  Gravewnd  1617.  Sir  Lewii  Stukely  brought  op 
her  n>D,  Thomai  Bolf .'— P.  246. 

"  1614.— '  Powhatan'*  daughter  in  Virginia  chriitened  Eebocca.'— 
P.  246. 

"  1616. — '  Pocahontaa,  and  Mr.  Rolf  her  bmband,  went  for  Eng' 
land  with  Sir  Thomaa  Dale,  and  arrived  at  Plymouth  12th  of  June.' — 
P.  247. 

"  There  is  a  tract  on  Vii^ia  cODtaining  a  pretty  full 
account  of  the  christeiung  of  this  lady,  her  courtahip,  and 
marriage  with  Mr.  Eolf,  written  hy  '  Baphe  Hamor  the 
yoQger,  secretarie  in  that  colony*— ^London,  1615,  4to — 
of  which  I  Bend  yon  the  nsa  This  ia  an  extremely  rare 
tract, — Mr.  Ticknor  told  me  he  had  never  seen  any  othei 
copy  of  it  You  have  along  with  it  the  history  and  pre- 
sent state  of  Virginia  by  a  native  of  the  place  (E.  Beverley 
Shehene),  London,  1705, 8vo,  in  which  there  are  some  far- 
ther particulars  of  Pocahontas,  coiomencing  in  page  2b. 
As  these  two  books  belong  to  a  small  set  of  American 
rarities,  I  would  trouble  you  to  retm^  them  to  my  son. 
No,  95  Princes  Street ;  and  if  you  have  no  further  occa- 
sion for  Nicholl's  Progresses  and  Processions,  you  may  also 
have  t^e  goodness  to  send  it  at  the  same  tima  *Perhaps, 
after  all,  you  will  care  little  about  this  '  Pocahontas,'  but 
her  histoiy,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  never  yet  been  perfectly 
told.  A  work  under  the  title  oi '  Pocahmtias'  would  make 
the  fortune  of  us  all 

"  Along  with  the  Duke  of  Lennox's  letters  you  will  find 
a  copy  of  one  also  addressed  to  Sir  William  livingstone 
of  Kilsyth  by  Margaret  Hartsyde,  ftom  Whythall,  and 
relating  to  the  Queen's  '  Jewell,*  which,  I  believe,  she  had 
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stolen.  I  have  not  at  present  acceaa  to  any  books  to 
enable  me  to  state  anyUiing  more  of  Maigaret's  history, 
but  I  think  there  is  something  on  the  subject  in  the  State 
Trials — Amot  oi  M'Laurin.  I  applied  to  a  friend  for 
information  on  this  subject,  vho  has  access  to  the  docu- 
ments in  the  State  Paper  Office,^  in  order  to  examine  the 
Eecords  of  Privy  Council  dnring  James's  reign,  but  they 
were  unfortunately  burnt  at  the  fire  ■which  happened  at 
Whitehall  some  years  ago. 

"  Yon  are  too  well  acquainted  with  everything  that  has 
been  published  relative  to  King^Tames  and  his  times  for 
me,  absent  from  books  as  I  am  at  present,  to  suppose  I 
can  add  anything  to  your  store  of  information.  There 
were,  however,  two  or  three  little  books  published  shortly 
after  James's  death,  of  his  sayings  and  maxime,  of  which 
I  can  give  you  the  titles — some  of  them  must  be  in  the 
Advocates'  Library — and  it  might  be  worth  the  trouble  to 
inquire  after  them.     They  are — 

"  Itt.  Apophthegmi — 3»yingB,  M»TiTn«  of  King  Jmmea,  Lord  Bseon 
(and  Miother),   imall   12mo.     Thu   I   know  wai   in  the  Advocktea' 

"  2.  Florea  Begii  or  Proverbea,  and  Aphoriinii  of  King  June*,  col- 
lected by  fj.  8. ;  London,  1627  j  very  amalL 

"  3.  Ii«gftln  AphorUmi,  oi  a  Boyal  Chain  of  Golden  Sentencei,  by 
King  Jamei ;  London,  1 650. 

"  I  would  also  recommend  your  looking  into 
"Idaa  ritw  de  JaeoN  Xagnm  BrUtamia,  OalUa  tt  ffybemiiM  pro- 
itatUiumi  el  augiutimitni  Rr.gie,  mrtvtHmt  et  ontammlU,  dUudda 
Enarratio  tiiuqve  cum  lavdaHuimU  veteram  rtgibtu,  mtmardut  el  im- 
peralorSnu  eomparaHo  txacta  ti  tmmdftala — Authart  Thoma  Ro«a, 
8eoloSrUanno,Londi7u,  1606. 

*  Mr.  George  Chalmen.     See  vol.  L  p.  469. 
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"  JosselyD's  Voyages  to  New  iEng^d  is  an  uncommoii 
book,  and  I  have  extnicted  all  that  relates  to  this  par- 
ticular subject.  Tbifi  last  is  a  scarce  book,  but  I  should 
think  might  be  bad  lq  the  Advocates'  Xibiarj,  and  is  a 
very  amaU  rolume.  You  are  of  course  acquainted  with 
Wilkinson's  Sermon,  '  The  Merchant  Eoyal,'  a  very 
singular  perfomuuice,  preached  at  the  nuptials  of  the 
Lord  and  Lady  Hay,  aboot  the  year  1608.  There  were 
several  editions  of  it,  with  a  representation  of  a  man-of- 
war  (a  ship  of  war,  I  should  say)  on  the  title-page.  The 
preacher  compares  a  good  wife  to  a  good  ship,  and,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  Lady  Juliana 
Bemers  in  regard  to  the  properties  of  a  good  woman  and 
a  good  horse, — an  odd  enough  combination  certainly. 

"  There  is  an  account  of  King  James's  first  journey  into 
England  after  Elizabeth's  death  in  Nicholl's  Progresses, 
which  will  be  familiar  to  you.  He  visited  the  father  of 
OUver  Cromwell  at  Huntington,  and  was  present  at  the 
funeral  of  an  Earl  of  Winton,  at  Seaton  Chapel,  on  the 
day  he  left  Edinbuigh.  The  spot  Iiaa  been  pointed  out  to 
me  at  Seaton  where  he  stood  on  the  occasion.  I  wish 
the  Earl  of  Wemyss  could  be  prevailed  upon  to.  prevent 
this  fine  rain  going  to  final  decay.  You  have  of  course 
seen  it 

"  There  is  a  quarto  pamphlet  giving  an  account  of  the 
reception  of  King  James  at  Ediuboigh  on  his  return  to 
Scotland,  drawn  up  by  Sir  Alex.  Hay,  Clerk,  of  which 
there  is  nnquestionably  a  copy  in  tiie  Advocates'  Library. 
I  have  myself  an  account  of  the  entertainment  of  King 
James,  printed  in  London  about  the  year  1612,  but  I 
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cannot  now  paiticnlarly  describe  it.  I  am  quite  aware 
that  it  iB  hardly  worth  your  while  to  be  thua  troubled, 
fearing,  as  I  do,  that  I  have  mentioned  nothing  which  is 
not  veiy  inaigni&caut,  though  all  in  some  degree  illustrate 
manners  and  customs,  which  I  know  never  fail  to  interest 
yon. 

"  There  were,  I  believe,  many  sermons  preached,  and 
some  printed,  on  the  subject  of  the  Gowrie  Conspiracy. 
I  have  one  of  them  myself;  it  is  a  very  singular  perform' 
ance,  but  I  have  no  access  to  it  at  present  It  was 
preached  in  the  chapel  of  Whitehall,  a  short  time  after 
James's  accession  to  the  English  throne.  Andrewes, 
Bishop  of  Winchester  (I  believe),  accompanied  James  to 
Scotland ;  and  as  I  am  on  the  subject  of  sermons,  a  kind 
of  research  of  which.  I  dare  say  you  would  not  have  sus- 
pected me,  I  am  induced  to  point  out  to  you  a  sermon  of 
the  Bishop's  preached  before  the  King  and  his  Ck>nrt  at 
Holyroodhonse  Chapel,  which  will  be  found  in  a  folio 
volume  of  his.  There  are  often  in  sermons  very  odd  ex- 
pressions, and  occasionally  curious  historical  matter  to  be 
gleaned ;  for  tiie  same  reason  I  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
mending you  to  look  into  the  works  of  William  Cowper, 
Bishop  of  Galloway,  also  of  the  age  of  King  James ;  they 
are  likewise  in  folio,  and  to  be  found  in  the  AdvooatCB* 
library. 

"  The  people  of  this  country  admire  Ivanhoe  and  Kenil- 
worth  beyond  all  modem  productions,  a  proof  that  the 
author  is  quite  safe  and  perfectly  at  home  in  occupying 
English  ground,  and  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  the  forth- 
coming  production  entirely  does  sa     Having  little  or  no 
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business  at  present  to  engs^  my  attetitloD,  my  mind  often 
goes  back  to  the  events  of  former  times — indeed,  I  am 
not  quita  certain  that  I  have  not  retained  more  of  what 
I  have  read  of  the  SebeUion  of  the  year  1 7 1  fi  than  I  could 
repeat  to  yon  of  the  public  events  of  my  own  day ;  it 
is  a  period  of  great  interest ;  the  fate  and  character  of 
the  Earl  of  Derventwater  would  afford  a  very  fine  and 
as  yet  an  untouched  subject  'Badcliffe'  would  be  quite 
admirable,  and  we  have  not  had  anything  from  Korthum- 
berland.  You  must  have  found  in  John  Bell's  collection 
many  of  the  popular  ballads  and  pieces,  which  are  yet 
current  in  that  county,  relative  to  the  Badcliffe  family. 
The  battle  of  Sheiiffmuir  would  help  the  subject  greatly. 
I  have  a  consideraUe  collection  of  printed  papers,  mostly 
in  folio  size,  relative  to  this  period,  which  I  should  have 
great  pleasure  in  communicating. 

"  I  know  you  have  a  copy  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Lord 
Sinclair  who  was  engaged  in  the  Rebellion  of  1715,  which 
I  think  you  told  me  was  extremely  curious ;  when  there 
are  fewer  matters  of  importance  going  on  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  worth  while  to  print  this  us.  I  think  it  is  in 
the  fonn  of  personal  narrative.  I  know  that  your  own 
collection  is  very  complete  as  to  the  second  Eebellion,  in 
1749.  The  Chevalier  Johnstone's  work,  published  last 
year,  is  remarkably  interesting,  but  I  conjecture  has  been 
very  indifferently  translated,  and  published  with  a  very 
absurd  preface.  Fersoiial  narratives  are  in  general  very 
interesting. 

"  I  lately  met  with  a  ua  journal  of  a  Scots  sui^eon,  and 
a  native  of  Dunkeld,  of  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
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contaimng  some  curious  enough  matter  relative  to  the 
Athol  family,  and  the  doings  of  those  days.  I  send  you 
a  sight  of  it.  I  have  annexed  a  memorandum  of  my 
idea  as  to  the  author,  but  I  have  some  reason  to  consider 
it  not  very  accurate ;  it  could  not  he  difficult  to  ascertain 
this  point  were  it  worth  inquiring  after.  He  had  been  a 
very  odd  fellow,  and  it  would  appear  had  written  several 
other  volumes  of  a  similar  kind,  which  I  fear  are  not  now 
to  he  found.  I  hope  the  perusal  of  this  HS.  will  amuse 
you,  particularly  the  adventure  in  a  London  ooTTee-honae, 
on  hoard  of  Leith  traders,  etc. 

"  I  believe  I  formerly  took  the  liberty  of  eaying  some- 
thing of  the  period  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  another  ad- 
mirable subject, — even  the  Laird  of  Anstruther  would 
come  in  for  a  niche.  He  was  the  son  of  '  Fisher  Willie,' 
and  an  original  member  of  a  certdn  celebrated  club,  of 
which  the  late  Laird  of  Innergelly  was   many  years 

sovereign.    Tou  have  the  chair  of  Admiral  Don (I 

forget  his  name),  wrecked  on  the  Fair  Isle ;  another  of 
the  Spanish  commanders  was  picked  up  near  the  Isle  of 
May  in  a  boat,  and  brought  into  Anstruther,  where  many 
questions  were  put  to  him  by  the  Laird,  and  what  passed 
on  the  occasion  has  been  recorded  by  James  Melvil,  thw 
minister  of  Anstruther,  in  his  memoirs,  written  by  him- 
self, now  in  the  Advocates'  Library.  The  Eari  of  EfSng- 
ham  bad  a  distinguished  command  in  the  fleet,  and 
perhaps  there  could  not  be  a  better  title  than  '  Effingham.' 
The  materials  for  this  history  are  veiy  abundant  There 
were  several  tracts  printed  at  the  time  of  the  Armada.  I 
purchased  one  of  them  at  the  Boxburghe  sale  for  the  Ad< 
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vocates'  library,  entitlod  '  Copie  of  &  Letter,  etc,  lelative 
to  the  Losees  aod  Wreck  of  the  Spanish  Navie,  on  the 
Coasts  of  Ireland  and  Scotland ;'  and  there  ia  a  printed 
list  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  England  who  associated 
to  defend  the  country,  with  the  anms  subscribed  by  each. 
I  have  a  copy  of  this ;  it  is  a  quarto  pamphlet 

"  I  beliere  James  Melvil's  report  of  what  passed  on  the 
examination  of  the  Spaniard  is  in  the  form  of  a  memorial, 
and  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  HS.  of  his  memoirs,  of 
which  the  Advocates  have  the  ordinal,  and  there  is  also 
a  transcript  of  it  in  the  Signet  Library.  I  hope  Dr.  M'Crie 
will  publish  an  edition  of  this  valuable  documeni  James 
Melvil  was  by  tax  the  most  remarkable  of  the  two  brothers. 
They  were  sons  of  the  Laird  of  'Carubee,  near  to  the  spot 
where  I  was  bom.  The  old  mansion-bouse  of  Cambee, 
an  object  of  my  early  veneration,  has  been  recently 
levelled  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  stable  and  cow- 
house. There  is  an  old  arms  of  the  Melvils  still  left  in  a 
part  of  what  remains — but  only  of  the  17th  century — 
and  it  was  the  only  thing  to  be  traced  of  them  when  I 
last  visited  the  place.  Sir  James  Galloway,  Lord  Dun- 
keld,  whose  prophecies  you  have  in  MB.,  acquired  the  pro- 
perty, which  was  sold  to  Anatruther  of  Balcaskie,  about 
eighty  years  ago.  Lord  Dunkeld  having  been  in  the  Re- 
bellion of  1745.  I  saw  the  last  Sinclair  at  RosUn  here 
when  I  was  quite  a  youth.  He  was  pointed  out  to  me  by 
the  children  as  the  man  without  a  shadow,  &om  a  sup- 
posed connexion  with  the  devlL  He  passed  the  last 
years  of  his  life  at  Lochty,  in  this  neighbourhood.  This  I 
think  you  will  acknowledge  is  desultory  matter,  more 
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Rtting,  you  will  say,  for  an  idle  man  to  give  than  for  one 
80  busy  as  yourself  to  receive  or  to  peruse. 

"There  was  a  book  in  the  Gordonatoun  Library,  the 
title  of  which  I  do  not  remember,  aud  I  have  no  copy  of 
the  catalogue  here  to  leter  to,  the  prodaction  of  a  Scots 
Catholic  who  fled  after  the  Seformation,  and  printed 
somewhere  in  France.  It  contained  a  very  curioas 
dialogue  on  matters  of  religion,  which  the  author  had  had 
witii  King  James,  and  I  remember  an  expression  of  his 
Majesfy,  which  occurred  often  when  difiering  in  opinion 
with  the  author,  and  which  I  suppose  had  been  one  of 
the  King's  customary  phrases, — all  of  us  have  heard  ity 
but  not  very  often — '  Buff,  buff,  man  ;  I  say  it  'p  a'  buff,  I 
say,' — and  so  I  dread  may  be  said  of  this  letter— but  I  am, 
in  truth,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc,  A.  C." 

Mb.  Constable  to  Snt  Walter  Scott. 

"CAtfTLEBBUlB  PaBK,  EaUHO,  UtDDLBSBX, 

February  1822, 

"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — My  health  is  now  so  much  bet- 
ter that  I  anticipate  returning  to  Scotland,  if  I  experience 
no  relapse,  whenever  the  season  of  the  year  shall  be 
Buf^ciently  favourable  for  my  undertaking  such  a  journey. 
I  have  been  here  now  four  months.  The  place  is  alto- 
gether far  beyond  my  wante ;  but  its  diy  situation,  the 
retirement  of  it,  and  other  circumstances,  induced  me  to 
be  the  tenant  of  what  others  might  perhaps  have  more 
suitably  occupied.  I  have  however  been  getting  better 
almost  daily — which  was  my  first  object ;  indeed,  I  am 
sure  it  will  please  you  to  know  that  my  complaints  have 
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SO  abated,  that,  &om  my  own  feelings  and  Dr.  Baillie's 
opinion,  I  b^n  to  ha,ve  some  coniidence  that  I  am  atill 
to  survive,  though  gieat  cere  will  be  necessaiy :  this  it 
"will  be  my  endeavour  to  observe.  I  cannot  hope  to  be 
able  for  the  same  extent  of  activity  as  that  in  which  yoa 
have  seen  me  for  many  years ;  I  trust,  however,  I  may  be 
ao  in  a  more  modeiate  d^ree,  and  yet  enjoy  a  reasonable 
portion  of  happiness,  resulting  &om  my  previous  exertions, 
of  which  I  cannot  say  it  has  been  my  lot  to  experience 
moch  hitherto. 

"I  hope  the  transaction  of  the  copyright  was  settled  to 
yonr  wish.  I  desired  that  the  addition  of  interest  should 
be  made  to  the  last  billB.  With  regard  to  the  plan 
of  British  Novel-Writers,  I  hope  it  will  go  on.  I  have 
various  important  views  regarding  that  undertaking,  about 
which  I  need  not  trouble  you  at  present,  and  I  shall 
indeed  be  sorry  if  the  stock  of  our  deceased  friend  Hr. 
Ballantyne  should  not  be  brought  to  a  good  market.  It 
shall  not  fail  in  being  sa  from  the  want  of  my  good  wishes, 
and,  believe  me,  I  cannot  feel  a  less  interest  in  regard  to 
the  edition  of  Don  Quixote,  which,  however,  it  is  a  sad 
pi^  had  not  been  printed  on  better  paper,  and  made 
altogether  a  handsomer-looking  book. 

"  The  works  of  British  Poets  would  no  doubt  have  been 
a  serious  undertakii^,  but  it  would  have  had  no  com- 
petitor in  the  market.  If  I  were  not  alarmed  at  the 
hazard  of  being  called  a  projector,  I  would  now  mention 
other  thii^  which  might  be  anbtitnted  for  the  British 
Poets.  I  am  aware  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  undertake 
too  much  at  once.    Indeed,  it  cannot  be  done,  and  lai^e 
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coQcems  moat,  as  a  mfttter  of  course,  be  the  work  of  time ; 
but  you  have  always  received  my  enggestiona  with  such 
unifonnly  kind  indulgence,  that  I  can  still  lay  them  be- 
fore you  -without  reserve  or  dread  of  misconception,  and 
shall  now  state  to  you  as  briefly  as  I  can  those  to  which 
I  have  just  alluded  and  hinted  at  in  my  letter  to  Mr, 
Lockbart  At  all  events,  it  cannot  do  any  harm  that  I 
commit  to  my  best  fiiend  my  professional  projects,  of 
whatever  nature  they  may  be.  Most  of  those  hitherto 
acted  upon  have,  I  hope,  done  no  injury  to  flie  literary 
character  of  the  age.  I  have  perhaps  ofteu  erred  in  hav- 
ii^  aims  where  my  own  interest  was  too  little  the  object, 
and  whatever  others  may  have  done,  I  have  often  suffered 
by  the  result  It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  this  can 
have  no  reference  to  any  of  the  many  and  important 
engagements  with  you,  which  have  hitherto  been  so 
mutually  advantageotis,  as  they  must  doubtless  continue 
to  be.  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  many  and  almost  tm- 
rivalled  advantages  of  professional  reputation  I  have 
enjoyed  as  your  publisher,  and  shall  not  at  present  at- 
tempt to  convey  my  dutiful  sense  of  this  by  any  mere 
expressions  of  gratitude  of  which  I  might  be  capable. 

"In  looking  over  a  bookseller's  catalogue  lately — 
which,  indeed,  is  one  of  my  amusements — I  met  with  an 
extraordinary  article,  a  collection  of  all  that  had  been  writ- 
ten about  Shakespeare,  consisting  of  no  fewer  than  one 
hundred  articles.  I  sent  to  inquire  the  price,  but — aa 
Henry  Beanfoy  used  to  say,  '  We  make  money  of  eveiy- 
thing  in  Loudon,  sir' — and  it  was  sold.  Had  it  re- 
maned, and  not  been  enormously  expensive,  it  was  my 
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iDtentioii,  by  hook  or  by  ctook,  to  have  it  senb  to  Abbots- 
foid. 

"I  bad  juBt  preTiooflly  to  this  looked  into  the  oew 
edition  of  Malone  by  Mr.  Boswell,  which  ia  a  veiy  valuable 
book;  bnt  really  few  people  caie  bo  much  about  the 
variouB  readings  and  texts  of  Shakespeare  as  to  purchase  ' 
twenty  vols,  octavo,  if  they  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
supplied  with  a  more  readable  book  at  leas  expense,  and 
in  fewer  volomes.  In  my  early  days,  Johnson  and 
St«evenB  was  to  l^e  had  in  ten  volumes ;  but  it  increased 
to  fourteen  or  fifteen  under  honest  Geoi^  Steevens,  and 
Isaac  Reid  completed  the  job  by  extending  Shakespeare 
to  twenty-one  volumes.  General  readers  don't  want  the 
prefaces  and  notes  of  all  the  commentators  on  the  author, 
nor  to  have  a  book  loaded  with  so  much  minute  black- 
letter  illnstratioa. 

"  An  edition  of  the  immortal  baid  might  be  brought 
ont  in  twelve  or  fourteen  volumes,  with  a  set  of  readable 
and  amusing  notes.  There  ought,  besides,  to  be  an  in- 
troductory volume,  written  on  purpose,  giving  a  general 
view  of  Shakespeare's  life,  writings,  times,  and  also  an 
account  of  the  labours  of  former  editors :  but  there  is 
only  one  individual  into  whose  hands  such  an  undertaking 
could  be  put,  to  embrace  and  seciire  all  the  advantages 
which  I  would  conceive  it  necessary  to  have  accomplished, 
and  to  enable  the  publishers  to  propose  to  that  individual 
sufKcient  remuneration  for  such  a  work.  At  present  I 
shall  not  say  more ;  but  I  trust  you  will  give  it  your 
■  best  consideration,  and  if  you  honour  me  by  any  reply  to 
this  or  any  other  part  of  my  letter,  allow  me  to  request 
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that  it  may  come  to  myself  direct,  here.  I  could,  I  be- 
lieve, still  get  you  nearly  a  complete  aet  of  all  that  has 
beeu  written  ahout  Shakespeare,  which,  perhaps,  you 
might  like  to  possess. 

"  You  will  have  heard  that  the  new  edition  of  Dryden 
moves  very  fairly,  and  that  our  friend  Swift  is  nearly,  if 
DOt  entirely,  out  of  the  market  I  think  I  mentioned  to 
you  the  plan  I  had  of  publishing  the  biographical 
memoirs  of  Dryden  and  Swift  t<^ether,  detached  from  the 
respective  worka.  There  are  many  who  possess  former 
editions  of  Dryden  and  Swift  who  would  readily  buy 
your  biographical  accounts  of  them,  if  to  be  had  in  a 
detached  form.  It,  would  not  only  answer  my  purpose, 
but  be  received  by  the  public  with  kindness ;  at  least 
such  are  my  own  feelings.  We  have  already  printed  1 000 
copies  of  Dryden's  Life,  and  I  hope  shall  by  and  bye  have 
a  similar  extra  number  of  the  Life  of  Swift 

"  In  my  seclusion  from  the  bustle  of  the  world,  anxious 
as  I  have  been  to  separate  my  mind  from  worldly  cares 
— those  at  least  created  by  myself — 1  have  found  it  very 
difBcult  to  do  so,  and  I  daresay  I  have  planned  as  many 
books  as  would  be  quite  sufficient  business  for  years  to 
come.  I  have  committed  most  of  the  plans  to  writing, 
and  whether  Providence  may  spare  my  own  life  to  see 
any  of  them  accomplished,  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  litera- 
ture, and  those  to  come  after  me  in  the  profession,  they 
may  all  one  day  or  other  be  acted  upon,  and  to  this  ex- 
tent only  do  my  anxieties  reach.  In  the  course  of  such 
cogitations,  it  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  you  might  not 
be  unwilling  to  see  six  or  seven  handsome  octavo  volumes 
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pablished  of  your  own  miscellaneous  prose  writings,  with 
some  such  title  as  this — 'The  Miscellaueoua  Works  in 
Prose  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart'  Of  course  I  mean  only 
such  as  are  the  property  of  my  own  house,  and  such  other 
of  your  fugitive  writings  as  you  would  be  disposed  to 
sanction  with  your  name.  Such  a  work  will  be  done 
some  day  or  other,  but  never  so  properly  aa  under  your 
own  eye.  With  your  leave  I  shall  now  mention  what,  in 
my  opinion,  such  a  collection  might  consist  of : — 

1.  lite  of  Dry  den. 

2.  Life  of  Swift 

3.  Account  of  Aon*  Sewwd. 
Account  of  Sir  R&lph  Sadler. 

Account  of  the  Earl  of  Petarborougli  (from  Csrleton'e  Memoin). 

CbAncter  of  Lord  Melville. 

ClurBoter  of  Heniy,  Duke  of  BocdeDgh,  and  hii  son  (the  iMt 
Duke).  TUi  dUtieguiihed  person  wu  a  tuan  of  higher  talent 
than  the  world  knew.  Yoo  read  to  me  some  yean  ago  a 
letter  to  younelt  from  his  Grace,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Laureateihip,  which  made  an  impreuioo  upon  my  mind  that  I 
thall  never  forget.'  Lord  HatohiDaon'a  from  Egypt  on  the 
death  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  Lord  CoUingwood's  on  the 
death  of  Halaon,  and  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun's  from  Comnna, 
after  tLe  unfortunate  fate  of  General  Moore,  do  not  tuniMa 
it ;  and,  to  my  taste,  they  are  the  finett  specimenB  of  letter- 
writiag  of  modem  times. 

4.  The  articlei  Chivalry  and  The  Drama,  in  the  Supplement  to  the 

Encyclopedia.     Introduction  to  the  Castle  of  Otnoto. 
6.  Paul '■  Letters.     Some  ailditions  would  be  wanted  to  this  volume, 
which  you  younalf  can  beat  suggest. 

6.  Historical  part  of  the  Edinburgh  Annual  Register,  1SI4-15. 

7.  Introduction  to  the  Border  Antiqaitiea.     There  would  be  other 

matta  wanted  to  fill  up  this,  which,  I  dare  aay,  yon  can 
supply.  I  would  not  propoae  printing  anything  from  either  of 
the  Reviews. 

'  See  life,  voL  iiL  p.  79. 
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"  The  sale  of  sucli  a  collection  aa  this  vould  be  quite 
certain,  and  the  book,  I  think,  might  be  edited  withont 
much  trouble,  and  whatever  portion  does  not  already 
belong  to  my  houee,  we  ehonld  gladly  and  handsomely  pay 
for.  The  volumes  as  to  size  should  be  similar  to  Dryden's 
Life ;  and  in  order  to  make  Swift  less  bulky  than  at  pre- 
sent, the  printing  must  be  differently  arranged — it  being 
s  much  thicker  volume  than  the  life  of  Dryden.  The 
above  is  a  very  imperfect  list,  no  doubt,  but  I  have  no 
books  nor  anything  to  assist  my  memory  in  making  it  less 
so ;  and  I  hope  I  have  not  fathered  upon  you  any  of  the 
works  of  others. 

"  The  weather  is  now  getting  fine,  and  I  endeavour  to 
be  out  of  doors  as  much  as  I  possibly  can,  and  within 
doors  am  surrounded  with  every  domestic  blessing.  I 
lead,  however,  a  solitary  enough  life,  compared  to  former 
days.  I  canuot  say  that  my  old  acquaintances  are  trouble- 
some to  me,  and  it  is  fortunate  I  have  no  desire  it  should 
be  otherwise.  I  have  a  musical  friend,  a  physician,  who 
comes  occasionally,  though  not  professionally,  to  pay  me  a 
visit ;  he  composes,  sings,  and  plays  delightfully.  Doctor 
Kitchinei's  name,  I  dare  say,  may  be  known  to  you ; . 
he  is  the  author  of  a  universally  interesting  work.  The 
Cook's  Oracle,  and  of  a  very  useful  and  amusing  little 
volume,  entitled  The  Art  of  Prolonging  Life,  of  which  last 
allow  me  to  advise  you  to  get  a  copy.  He  is  nearly  as 
great  an  enthusiast  about  music  as  I  ever  met  with — about 
anything.  He  has  been  talking  to  me  about  having  all 
the  songs  in  your  Poetical  Works  set  to  music,  which  he 
offers  to  undertake;  it  would  make  a  volimie  equal  at 
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least  to  one  of  those  publislmd  by  Mr.  (George  TLomson. 
Many  of  the  songs  hare  had  a  great  sale  separately,  and  I 
don't  see  why  the  whole  might  not  be  published  in  the 
manner  Dr.  Kitchlner  has  suggested.  I  would  come  under 
no  engagranent  in  the  matter,  nor  shall  I  give  it  mnch 
of  my  consideration  till  I  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
favoured  with  youi  opinion,  and  of  course  approbation,  of 
such  a  work.  I  endose  you  a  specimen  of  the  Doctor's 
doings  in  this  way,  the  song  of 'Love  wakes  and  weeps,'^ 
which  he  sent  to  my  daughter  the  other  day.  He  has  also 
his  eye  to  the  songs  in  the  Novels  and  Tales,  etc,  of  the 
Author  of  Waverley,  hut  I  told  him,  what  you  and  I  know 
to  be  qnite  true,  that  there  is  difSculty  in  having  access 
to  that  distingoifihed  individual ;  and  I  held  out  no  hope 
to  him  that  I  could  at  all  reach  the  fountainhead,  where 
alone  liberty  could  be  obtained  for  such  an  undertaking. 

"  I  have  still  further  matters  about  which  I  should  like 
tA  write  to  you,  but  the  present  will  be  a  sufficient  injliction 
for  one  despatch  j  and  to  conclude,  permit  me  now  to 
assure  you  that  I  continue  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc., 

"  AXCHIBALD  CONBTABLE." 

Although  I  find  the  two  preceding  letters  in  extmso,  as 
I  have  printed  them,  among  the  copies  in  my  poseeesioQ 
of  my  father's  letters  to  Sir  Walter,  I  am  intilined  to  think, 
finm  the  close  neighbouriiood  of  their  dates,  that  one  letter 
only  had  been  despatdied,  in  which  the  substance  of  both 
had  been  embodied.  Sir  Walter's  letter,  dated  Edinburgh, 
Febniaiy  35, 1832,  stret^thens  this  conviction,  but  before 

^  Fn>m  The  Pinta. 


.dbvGooylc 


188  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

quoting  it,  I  shall  give  the  one  to  which  he  alludes  in  the 
beginning  of  it : — 

Sm  Waltkb  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  EDDTBintaH,  I6(A  FA.  1822. 
"  My  dkak  Sm, — I  have  Iwen  long  thinking  of  writing 
to  you,  but  waa  afraid  of  my  letter  being  an  intrusion ; 
for,  though  I  know  you  would  not  think  any  communica- 
tion from  me  could  be  so  while  in  a  tolerable  state  of 
health,  yet  sometimes  the  correspondence  which  one  values 
most  may  be  inconvenient  in  a  time  of  indisposition.  Yon 
remember  when  you  brought  a  physiciaii  to  see  me  in 
1819  or  1820,  and  I  should  have  felt  working  or  dictating 
a  letter  a  dreadful  task  at  that  moment,  althoi^h  it  has 
pleased  God  I  am  now  as  well  as  a  man  who  feels  himself 
on  the  other  side  of  the  hill  can  pretend  to  be.  I  wish, 
my  valued  and  very  old  friend,  that  I  could  bring  you  any 
man  of  art  who  could  put  you  on  your  elert  again.  But  I 
do  not  believe  these  gentlemen  can  do  much  for  ns  beyond 
a  certain  point;  but  when  they  have  regulated  our  body 
to  the  beet  of  their  skill,  our  spirit  and  courage  can  do 
much  for  us  afterwards.  •!  remember  when  I  was  totally 
unable  to  walk  without  assistance,  I  insisted  upon  being 
lifted  on  my  pony,  with  one  man  to  lead  it  and  another 
to  hold  me  on,  and  in  that  helpless  state  recovered  my 
usual  habits  of  the  open  air  and  free  exercise.  Aud  day 
after  day  I  lay  on  the  sofa  at  HunUy  Bum  for  half-an-hour, 
scarce  able  to  speak  a  word,  and  then  was  escorted  back 
to  Abbotsford  in  the  same  doleful  condition.  So  cheer  up 
your  heart,  my  good  old  friend ;  there  are  moments  when 
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OUT  constitution  takes  an  tmcertain,  changeable  sort  of 
waTering,  but  if  attended  to  it  settles.  We  fine,  and 
renew  onr  lease  of  life,  if  not  quite  on  the  same  terms  as 
in  our  youth,  yet  on  those  which  "are  well  worth  having, 
though  not  quite  so  advantageous.  I  remember  keeping 
my  spirits  afloat  when  I  saw  all  around  me  despairing, — 
even  to  Maida  my  wolf-dog,  who  howled  most  detestably, 
and  my  piper,  who  assisted  in  laying  me  in  the  bath  when 
I  was  very  bad  indeed, — and  chiefly  by  means  of  an  old 
ballad  of  Bobin  Hood,  in  which,  when  in  extreme  peril, 
the  hero  is  made  to  say, 

'  0  Messed  Virgin,  qnotli  Bobin  Hood, 

That  art  boUi  Mother  snd  May, 

I  tbink  it  mu  never  mui's  dertiny 

To  die  before  hia  d»f.' 

So  keep  up  your  heart,  and  we  shall  have  a  bottle  of  good 
claret  betwixt  ns  yet,  and  many  an  old-foshioned  Scotch 
tale  and  story,  such  as  would  have  pleased  Oldbuck  of 
Monkbams.  We  have  lost  'jocund  Johnnie,'  to  be  sure, 
but  we  have  enough  of  old  recollections  of  times  before 
onr  day,  and  in  the  earlier  part  of  our  own  time,  when  we 
were  both  struggling  to  emancipate  ourselvesfromobscuhty, 
to  make  the  chimney-nook  a  merry  one  in  which  we  shall 
have  our  next  social  meeting. 

"  Concerning  business,  our  more  important  affairs  go  on 
as  you  would  wish.  I  have  been  a  loser  by  missing  your 
liberal  proposal  of  continuing  the  Kovel  business,  but  I 
readily  consented  to  continue  the  communication  of  the 
Lives  for  a  certain  time,  at  no  other  expense  than  £50  or 
£60  for  three  years  to  Mrs.  John  Ballantyne,  whose  income 
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will  be  limited  till  Trinity  be  sold.  I  do  not  part  with  the 
copyright,  however,  which  I  reckon  valuable ;  of  ooane  I 
declined  any  treaty  with  Hurst's  people  until  I  learned 
whether  you  would  either  pursue  the  old  plan  or  take  this 
new  plan.  I  told  Mr.  Cadell  how  much  I  should  be  hurt 
at  the  idea  of  anything  passing  which  yon  wished  to  be 
concerned  in — and  indeed  had  planned,  and  which  I  was 
to  have  the  management  of,  without  your  being  fully  een.- 
sible  that  it  was  wholly  in  your  offer.  I  am  sensible  at 
the  same  time  of  the  force  of  the  reasons  which  he  allied 
for  not  immediately  taking  the  interest  in  it  which  you 
originally  proffered.  It  is  so  much  the  worse  for  me,  as  I 
shall  now  do  gratuitously,  or  neariy  so,  what  yoa  proffered 
me  handsome  payment  for ;  but  that  is  no  great  matter, 
for  I  think  the  copyrights  of  the  lives  of  Novelists,  by  the 
author  of  W — y,  with  critical  remarks,  will  be  a  valuable 
property  of  itself  some  time  or  other.  I  should  do  Mr. 
Cadell  great  injustice  if  I  did  not  say  he  conducted  him- 
self in  eveiy  respect  towards  me  as  you  would  wish  him 
to  do  were  you  present,  and  that  I  have  every  reason, 
which  I  know  you  would  wish  me  to  have^  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  firm  of  Constable  and  Ca 

"  James  Ballantyne  brought  me  pleasant  news  of  yoar 
health,  and  the  assurance  of  your  kindness  towards  me  in 
two  books — the  one  of  which,  being  the  most  beautiful 
manuscript  I  ever  saw  in  my  life,  I  intend  generously  to 
bestow  on  my  wife — and  the  other,  being  a  nut  for  my 
own  cracking,  I  reserve  for  my  own  very  small  selection 
of  B.  B.  R  NoLhing  delights  me  so  much  as  such  a 
narration  as  Master  Wenlocke's,  which  lets  you  at  once 
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into  all  the  minute  and  domestic  concerns  of  a  period  bo 
interesting.  So,  many  thanks  to  you  for  both,  and  yonr 
continued  regard. 

"I  have  little  to  tell  you  of  Edinbui^h  news.  You 
vonld,  I  know,  sympathize  with  my  great  pleasure  at  my 
friend  "Will  I^ldne's  promotion  to  the  Bench.  My  own 
family  is  all  well :  Charles  studyit^  in  Wales,  Walter 
following  out  the  great  art  of  war  at  Berlin.  Allan  has 
made  one  of  the  finest  pictures  of  the  young  lieutenant 
you  ever  saw, — full  length,  in  uniform,  and  holding  his 
jennet,  I  mean  it  for  the  only  picture  in  my  library,  I 
shall  not  be  in  London  this  year.  The  last  was  expensive 
both  in  the  actual  outlay  of  money,  and  still  more  in 
interfering  with  the  means  of  making  it;  but  I  could  not 
help  either,  so  must  work  the  harder  this  year,  which, 
thank  God,  I  have  both  inclination  and  health  to  da 

"  I  cannot  help  wishing  your  house  Lockhait'a  Quixote. 
The  notes  are  most  curious,  and  I  think  it  cannot  but 
supersede  every  other ;  besides,  he  will  blaze  one  day ;  of 
that,  if  God  spare  him,  there  is  little  doubt  It  is  good  to 
have  an  early  interest  in  a  rising  author, 

"  I  hope  you  get  on  well  with  your  proposed  Catalogue 
of  your  own  rare  volumes,  and  that  you  are  addit^  to  it 
all  the  anecdotes  which  your  ever  powerful  memory  and 
early  and  constant  inquiry  into  these  subjects  enable  you 
to  throw  t[^ther.  In  doing  so  you  will  add  a  valuable 
treasure  to  the  bibliography  of  Scotland. 

"  I  intended  to  write  but  a  few  Hues,  and  behold  the 
fifth  page  encroached  upon !  It  will  serve,  however,  with 
my  beet  wishes  to  Mrs.  Constable  and  family,  to  show 
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that  I  always  am,  my  very  good  and  old  friend,  yours 
fiiithfully  and  sincerely,  Walter  Scott." 

The  Same  to  the  Sake. 

"  Edibbubob,  iOlh  Febrwirg  1622. 

"  My  good  Friend, — You  will  find  our  lettere  have 
crossed  each  other.  I  told  yon  some  particulars  of  what 
■we  were  about  here  in  my  last,  and  I  learn  from  yotus 
with  pleasure  that  youi  health  is  improving.  We  cannot 
grow  young  again,  but  we  may  be  good  stout  old  carles  for 
all  that  Your  Castlebeare  Park  has  a  grand  sound  about 
it.  1  am  sorry  I  shall  not  see  you  in  it ;  but  London  had 
too  much  of  my  time  last  year,  and  iu  truth  is  fit  for 
nothing  but  spending  money.  My  last  acquainted  you  of 
what  was  done  in  the  matter  of  the  Novels.  The  sketches 
[biographical  notices]  will  be  of  value  should  we  ever 
think  of  the  Prose  Works,  as  I  retain  my  interest  in  them, 
unless  when  united  to  the  text  of  the  Novels.  It  is  a 
sacrifice  on  my  own  part,  but  it  puts  all  John's  affiurs 
easy,  and  gives  his  widow  an  assurance  of  competency, 
time  to  sell  Trinity  to  advantage,  and  so  on. 

"  A  Shakespeare,  to  say  truth,  has  been  often  a  favourite 
scheme  with  me ;  a  sensible  Shakespeare,  in  which  the 
useful  and  readable  notes  should  be  condensed  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  trash ;  but  it  wotild  require  much  time, 
and,  I  fear,  more  patience  than  I  may  ever  be  able  to 
command.  Then,  when  the  world  sees  it,  they  would 
certainly  be  disappointed,  for  of  a  uame  of  notoriety  they 
would  expect  something  new  on  a  subject  where  there  is 
nothing  new  to  be  said ;  and  when  they  found  it  was  only 
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a  selection  and  condensatdon  of  the  labours  of  former 
editors,  they  would  be  apt  to  conceive  themselves  imposed 
upon.  Yet,  eo  long  ago  as  when  John  Ballantyne  watf  in 
Hanover  Street,  I  did  think  eerioualj  of  such  a  thit^,  and 
I  still  think  it  a  desideratum  in  English  literature. 

"  Whenever  you  wish  Swift  to  go  to  press  I  am  in  great 
preparation.  I  have  added  a  good  deal  to  the  correspon- 
dence, and  made  many  additions  to  and  some  corrections 
in  the  Life.  I  have  also  almost  completed  the  new 
arrangement,  which  you  may  remember  you  recommended ; 
so  all  that  matter  waits  only  the  public  demand  and  your 
sanction. 

"  I  should  like  the  plan  of  the  Prose  Works  well,  though 
some  are  slovenly  written,  and  wonld  require  correction ; 
but  then  the  letters  &om  abroad  shoidd  come  first.  I 
think  of  them  often,  and  am  not  much  shocked  to  see  so 
many  things  of  the  kind  published.  The  fashion  will  be 
over  in  a  short  time,  and  then  snch  a  work  as  Paul's 
Letters  will  have  the  merit  of  novelty.  You  remember 
much  more  than  I  do  of  my  prosaics.  John  Ballantyne 
could  have  added  much  to  the  list,  and  I  believe  had  a 
collection  of  them  which  I  shall  try  to  recover.  They  are 
almost  all  your  own  property,  I  think.  Lockhart  will  lose 
his  joke  if  such  a  collection  should  appear,  for  at  present 
he  tells  Sophia  that  if  her  father  is  the  greater  poet,  his 
own  is  the  more  complete  proser.  .  .  , 

"  The  letters  of  the  Duke  of  Lennox  are  interesting ; 

they  show  him  to  be  a  just  and  fair  man,  I  Hiirtk,  and  the 

little  details  which  they  contain  are  valuable  at  such  a 

distance  of  time.     I  perceive  he  mentions  his  beautiful 
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Castle  of  InchmtuTin  on  Loch  Lomond,  and  that  he  seems 
to  have  intended  to  buy  Eilmaronock,  near  Buckhaven, 
which  f^  afterwards  into  the  possession  of  the  Cochranes. 

"  Your  old  tact  does  not  deceive  you.  In  good  hands 
Pocahontas  would  make  a  capital  story,  but  it  mast  be 
written  by  some  one  who  knows  Americau  and  Indian 
manners  more  iamiliarly  than  can  be  acquired  from  books. 
It  might  be  united  with  the  story  of  Whalley  the  r^cide, 
who  appeared  suddenly  (being  then  in  hiding)  when  a 
certain  village  was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  rallied  the 
Europeans,  fought  like  a  stout  old  Soundhead  as  he  was, 
beat  off  the  enemy,  and  was  never  seen  again.  I  think 
Washington  Irving  could  make  something  out  of  this.  As 
for  Pocahontas,  I  have  some  idea  of  a  passage  in  Ben 
Jonson  describing  her  as  frequenting  'the  womb  of  tavern.' 
I  hope  the  good  princess's  morals  were  not  corrupted  by 
her  residence  in  Wapping. 

"  Margaret  Harteyde,  I  think,  eondiddUd,  as  poor  Hunter 
called  it,  a  parcel  of  jewels  belonging  to  Anne  of  Denmark, 
who  nevertheless  appears  &om  the  letter  to  Kil^^e  to 
have  looked  out  pretty  diarp  after  her  valuables.  I  think 
Mai^aret  came  to  shame  on  that  account.  I  will  get  at 
the  Apophthegms,  etc.,  and  will  soon  send  some  to  enter- 
tain you.  You  will  do  me  great  pleasure  to  tell  me  yonr 
ideas  from  time  to  time,  and  it  may  pass  over  an  anxious 
time  now  and  then ;  and  pray  continue  to  use  Miss  Con- 
stable as  your  amanuensis,  who,  I  daresay,  is  as  well 
qualified  by  her  prudence  as  by  her  very  pretty  distinct 
handwriting.  Ours  are  not  the  sorts  of  secrets  young 
ladies  are  interested  in ;  but  I  am  sure  Miss  Constable 
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vill  tiiink  them  equally  saciecL  I  should  have  been  long 
since  finished  with  vhat  we  oie  now  doing,  but  the  removal 
of  David  Home,  wit^  a  sharp  fit  of  the  gout  on  the  part 
of  Sir  Robert  Dundaa,  have  for  the  time  thrown  some  fag 
on  me,  ae  one  brother  of  the  clerk's  table  is  absent,  and 
the  ot^er  a  novice.  In  fact^  I  cannot  work  well  after  I 
have  had  fonr  or  five  hours  of  the  Court,  for  though  the 
business  is  trifling,  yet  it  req^Qiree  constant  attention, 
which  is  at  length  exhausting. 

"  I  am  turning  my  thoughts  to  that  tumultuary,  sgitated 
period  of  Charles  il's  reign  which  waa  disturbed  by  the 
Popi^  Plot  Let  me  know  what  yon  think  about  it. 
There  are  many  nmratives  in  the  Advocates'  Library,  and 
I  have '  several  myself.  It  wiLl  do  yon  good  to  think  on 
what  we  are  about  here,  if  you  do  not  think  too  keenly. 
I  am  always  happy  to  hear  &om  you,  and  particularly 
instructed  by  your  bibliogiaphioal  and 'antiquarian  infor- 
mation. '  Buff— buff— buff/  you  shall  see  in  print  by  and 
bye. 

"  By  the  way,  did  you  ever  see  such  vulgar  trash  as 
certain  imitators  wish  to  pass  on  the  world  for  Scotch  ? 
It  makes  me  think  myself  in  company  with  Lothian  coal- 
carters  ;  and  yet  Scotch  was  a  language  which  we  have 
heard  spoken  by  the  learned,  and  the  wise  and  wit^,  and 
the  accomplished,  and  which  had  not  a  trace  of  vulgarity 
in  it,  but  on  the  contrary  sounded  rather  graceful  and 
genteel  You  remember  how  well  Mis.  Murray  Keith, 
the  late  Lady  Dum&ies,  my  poor  mother,  and  other  ladies 
of  that  day,  spoke  their  native  language.  It  was  different 
from  English,  as  the  Yenetien  is  from  the  Tuscan  dialect 
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o{  Italy ;  but  it  never  occurred  to  any  one  that  the  Scotch, 
any  more  than  the  Venetian,  were  more  TU^ar  than  thoee 
■who  spoke  the  purer  and  more  classical 

"  But  that  is  all  gone,  and  the  remembrance  'viB  be 
drowned  with  us  the  elders  of  this  existing  generation, 
and  our  Edinburgh — I  can  no  longer  say  our  Scottish — • 
gentry  will,  with  some  study,  speak  racier  a  worse  dialect 
than  the  Newcastle  and  ^effield  riders.  So  glides  this 
world  away.  When  you  wish  to  write,  Fulney  or  Croker 
will  frank  your  packets,  but  do  not  write  oftener  than 
you  find  it  an  amusement. — Always  yours  very  truly, 
"Walter  Scott. 

"  Everything  respecting  copyrights,  etc,  has  been  settled 
just  ae  you  and  I  would  have  wished  it.  On  the  12th  1 
shall  be  at  Abbotsford." 
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Edftioi]  of  British  NorelMs  nudertalieti  b;  Hessra.  Hant,  Rabiuson,  mnd  Co. 
—Letter  from  Sir  W»ltor  Scott  on  the  aobject,  with  reply  of  the  PnbliBhatB 
—Letter  from  my  father,  with  Sir  Walter's  reply— Peveril  of  tha  Peak 
— Beutation  as  to  extending  the  work  to  four  Tolnmea— Letter  from 
Hr.  Constable  auggeiting  nouroea  of  infonnatioD  regardintt  the  period  of 
Chartea  n.— Tract  on  Quikariero. 

The  plan  of  a.  new  edition  of  the  British  Novelieta  does 
not  appeal  to  have  been  approved  of  by  Mr,  Cadell,  and 
was  abandoned  by  A.  Constable  and  Co.;  but  by  the 
following  extract  from  a  letter  of  this  period,  addreaBed 
to  my  father  by  Mr.  Bobinson,  the  London  agent  of  the 
house,  and  subsequent  correspondence  with  Sir  Walter  on 
the  subject,  it  seema  to  have  found  favour  with  Hurst, 
Sobinaon,  and  Co.  Mr.  Kobinson  says: — "Nothing  is  so 
clear  as  that  the  Author  of  Waverley  should  hold  his  hand 
for  a  yenj  or  two ;  but  this  I  fancy  can't  be  attempted 
without  great  danger  that  he  might  be  induced  to  offer 
some  new  work  to  Murray  or  Longman.  However,  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  first  volume  is  actually  printed  of  the  new 
work,  at  all  events  James  Ballantyne  asserts  this  to  be 
the  case.  James  had  in  view  by  coming  to  London  a 
new  preBS  to  work  by  steam,  and,  secondly,  to  sell  the 
Ealhintyne's  Novelists  and  Don  Quixote.  When  I  named 
to  him  that  I  had  no  doubt  he  could  arrange  this  matter 
with  your  finn  and  ours,  he  said  the  great  man  would  he 
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believed  contdDne  the  lirea  gratis  on  our  taMng  Ballan- 
tyne's  Novelists  and  the  Quixote.  'Then,'  said  I,  '70a 
need  go  no  fariher  to  seek  a  market,'  and  thus  the  matter 
ended."  In  a  letter  three  days  later  Bobiusoa  says, 
"James  has  written  to  bead-quarters,  and  vill  hand  a 
reply  on  Monday  or  Tuesday ;  but  I  fear  the  great  man 
will  not  undertake  to  complete  the  Novels  as  a  considera- 
tion for  getting  John's  estate  rid  of  the  Novelists  and  the 
Quixote." 

The  two  following  letters  relate  to  a  contract  sub- 
sequently entered  into  between  Sir  Walter  Scott  and 
Messrs.  Hurst,  Bobinsou  and  Co : — 

"  To  Mesai-s.  Hurst,  Robinson,  and  Co.,  booksellers,  London. 

"Edin,,  25th  February  [1822]. 
"  GENTLEHcnt, — I  desired  our  mutual  friend  Mr.  James 
Sallantyne  to  write  to  you  some  time  ago,  concerning  the 
plan  of  the  series  of  Novels  which  I  have  undertaken  to 
furnish  with  something  like  biographical  notices  and 
critical  prefaces.  It  appears  to  me  of  very  great  conse- 
quence to  have  something  like  a  distinct  plan  before 
us,  that  we  may  be  gradually  collecting  the  necessaiy 
materials  for  making  the  work  respectable,  and  the  intro- 
ductory matter  as  interesting  as  its  brevity  will  permit. 
With  this  view  I  should  like  to  have  your  ideas  of  the 
works  to  be  included ;  those  already  printed  in  the  double 
columns  you  would,  I  suppose,  reprint — only  I  would 
leave  out  the  Jonathan  Wild  of  Fielding,  which  is  rather 
a  moral  satire  than  a  novel  Having  printed  Smollett 
and  Fielding,  Richardson  undoubtedly  comes  next  in 
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order.  But  then  hia  works  are  so  inanfferably  long,  that 
they  Trill  take  a  great  deal  of  room  in  the  proposed 
edition—  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  collection  of  novels 
without  Eichardeon  would  be  very  incomplete.  'What  are 
you  to  aay  of  Defoe  ?  Sobinson  Crusoe  you  must  have,  I 
fancy,  and  the  Memoirs  of  a  Cavalier ;  but  Colonel  Jack 
and  Moll  Flanders  will  not  bear  introduction  into  modem 
society.  If  you  add  Sterne,  Mackenzie,  and  the  Adven- 
tures of  a  Guinea,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  others,  it  will 
complete  the  earlier  series  of  the  novelists  '  of  Great 
Britain.  When  you  come  to  the  more  recent  times  I  fear 
you  will  be  embarrassed  with  copyrights — for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  Madame  D'Arblay,  of  Charlotte  Smith,  of 
Clara  Beeve,  of  the  author  of  Mount  Kenuett,  of  White, 
author  of  Cceur  de  Lion,  and  two  or  three  other  novels  of 
a  singular  cast ;  of  the  American  Brown,  of  Holcrofb,  of 
Godwin,  of  Anne  Baddiffo.  These,  with  one  or  two  of 
Mis.  Bennett's,  and  some  that  may  have  escaped  my 
memoiy,  I  recommend  to  your  attention,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  whether  you  have  the  power  of  publishing 
them,  and  havLDg  it,  whether  you  ought  to  avail  yoor- 
selves  of  it,  and  to  what  extent  I  should  like  to  have  a 
catalc^e  or  two  of  a  good  circulating  library,  if  ten  years 
old  so  much  the  better,  to  refresh  my  memory  concerning 
these  works  of  fiction. 

"  When  the  general  contents  of  tiie  work  are  settled,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  get  as  many  original  and  early 
.  editions  as  possible  to  insore  correctness  in  the  reprint, 
and  also  that  you  endeavour  to  glean  among  your  literary 
friends  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  trade,  such  anecdotes 
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concemiDg  authors  and  publications  ae  are  BtUl  afloat 
among  the  book-selling  and  book-buying  world ;  the  old 
magazines  and  obituaries  should  also  be  searched,  to  dis- 
cover any  particulars  which  they  may  contain  respecting 
the  deceased  authors ;  for  this  I  must  look  to  some  help 
from  your  great  town,  TFhere  there  are  so  many  oppor- 
tunities of  picking  up  literary  intelligeace.  There  might 
be  a  separate  and  third  series  of  novels  from  the  French 
and  German,  which  would  be  an  interesting  addition ; 
but  you  will  probably  [think]  there  is  enot^  of  work  cut 
out  already. 

"  That  this  undertaking  E^iould  be  profitable  to  you  will 
arise  much  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  executed,  and 
it  is  evident  we  must  begin  in  good  time  to  collect 
materials,  which  it  may  not  be  very  easy  t^  find ;  you 
might  also,  perhaps,  think  it  worth  your  while  to  consider 
whether,  in  cases  where  the  copyright  is  not  out  but 
nearly  bo,  it  might  not  be  worth  your  while  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  proprietors,  which  of  course  will 
be  best  done  by  taking  steps  to  the  purpose  betimes.  I 
am  about  to  finish  a  sketch  of  Cervantes  and  Le  Sage,  for 
the  4th  vol.  of  John  Ballantyne's  collection.  I  am  very 
desirous  to  have  the  Spanish  book  called  El  Diaholo 
Cojueh,  said  to  be  the  original  of  the  Diable  BoiUutc  of 
the  last-named  author. — I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant,  Walteb  Scott. 

"John  Ballautjme  had,  I  believe,  made  considerable 
collections  for  continuing  his  work  :  these  should  be  pur- 
cliased  at  the  sale  of  his  books.     I  have  not  seen  a  cata- 


.dbvGooyk" 


BRITISH  NOVELISTS.  SOI 

logue,  but  when  I  do  I  will  point  oat  to  you  what  I  think 
easontiaL" 

To  this  letter  Messrs.  Hurst,  Bobinson,  aud  Co.  sent 
the  folio-wing  reply.  What  success  attended  the  undet- 
taking  I  have  no  means  of  knowing.  Mr.  Lockhart  says, 
"  The  Ballantyne  Libraiy  crept  on  to  the  tenth  volume, 
and  was  then  dropt  abraptly."  The  tenth  volume  was 
published  in  1825. 

"Losnos,  March  1,  182Z. 

"  SiE, — We  feel  greatly  honoured  by  your  early  atten- 
tion to  our  interest  in  reference  to  the  contract  we  made 
through  our  mutual  Mend  Mr.  James  Eollantyue,  and  in 
reply  to  your  much  esteemed  favour  we  beg  to  say  that 
we  are  entirely  of  your  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  the 
contents  of  Jhe  Novelist's  Library,  We  certainly  propose 
to  reprint  what  is  already  printed  in  double  columns, 
leaving  out  Jonathan  Wild.  We  exactly  think  with  you 
as  to  Richardson,  that  his  works  are  insufTerably  long, 
and  yet  he  cannot  be  wholly  omitted ;  we  therefore  pro- 
pose to  print  only  Clarissa ;  Defoe's  Robinson  Crusoe  and 
Memoirs  of  a  Cavalier  will  be  sufficient;  Sterne  and 
Mackenzie  would  come  in  very  properly.  The  Memoirs 
of  Sterne  would  be  particularly  interesting.  With  regard 
to  more  recent  times,  we  certainly  propose  to  include  all 
you  name,  provided  we  can  make  arrangements  respecting 
such  as  be  copyright,  and  this  shall  be  attended  to  without 
delay.  However,  we  can  now  decide  as  to  Mrs.  Badcliffe 
and  the  American  Brown — ^they  are  certainly  not  copy- 
rights, and  we  shall  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  some 
materials  for  the  biographical  notice  of  Mrs.  BadclifTe. 
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"  The  French  and  German  anthota  would  very  properiy 
form  a  thiid  aeries ;  but  perhaps  our  plan  is  already  suffi- 
ciently extensive,  yet  they  may  be  included  in  some  futoie 
anangement 

"  As  to  the  general  contents  of  the  work  no  one  is  so 
competent  to  decide  as  yourself ;  but  since  you  huve  con- 
descended-to  allow  us  to  state  our  opinion,  we  will  in- 
stantly give  the  matter  dne  consideration,  and  furnish 
yon  with  a  list  of  the  proposed  works  in  the  coarse  of  a 
few  days.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  beg  to  remark  that 
we  shall  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  yourself.  We  will 
constantly  collect  all  the  oldest  and  best  editions  of  the 
several  anthors,  and  they  shall  be  duly  forwarded  to  yon ; 
and  as  to  anecdotes,  etc,  concerning  the  different  anthora, 
they  shall  be  collected  without  any  r^fatd  to  expense,  and 
with  great  industry,  and  these  materials  shall  be  put  into 
your  bauds  with  all  possible  despatch.  We  will  most 
readily  purchase  whatever  may  be  found  in  onr  late  friend 
John  Ballautyne's  collection  that  yon  think  any  way  use- 
ful, and  we  are  now  anxious  to  see  the  catalogue  marked 
by  you,  in  order  that  we  may  not  purchase  duplicates. 

"  On  the  2d  inst  we  forward  a  mail-parcel  to  Messrs. 
Constable  and  Co.,  in  which  we  enclose  you  the  Spanish 
work  you  requested  to  have,  and  in  the  same  packet 
varioua  catalogues  of  extensive  collections  of  novels. 

"  Our  excellent  friend  Constable  has  been  three  hours 
with  us  this  day  in  Cheapside,  in  as  full  health  as  we 
ever  recollect  to  have  seen  him. — We  are,  Sir,  your  obliged 
and  obedient  servants,  HuitST,  Bobikbon,  and  Co. 

"  To  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart.'* 
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On  the  9th  of  March  my  father  writes  to  Sir  Walter 
firom  Ctistlebeftre  Park,  as  foUovB : — 

"  Dear  Sie  Walter, — It  is  hardly  fair  in  me  to  offer 
myself  thus  firequently  to  your  notice,  and  particolarly  to 
think  of  engaging  ajiy  portion  of  your  time  with  my  letters 
immediately  on  your  arrival  in  the  country ;  bat  yon  will 
make  some  allowance  for  me,  as  an  idle  man,  in  my  pre- 
sent secluded  condition.  I  can  only,  however,  in  return, 
expect  to  hear  from  you  very  hriefly. 

"  I  need  not  again  repeat  anything  as  to  the  indifferent 
stat«  of  my  health ;  but  altiiough  I  have  not  been  for 
many  months  able  to  encounter  mach  bodily  fotigue,  yet, 
thank  God,  the  eneigies  of  my  mind  have  remained  entire, 
as  the  emplc^ment  of  Mr.  Ballantyne's  presses  will  now, 
and  for  a  year  to  come,  I  hope,  very  amply  testify.  I  have 
thus  been  attending  to  some  busineBB  of  both  an  agreeable 
and  productive  kind.  It  has  always  been  my  pride  to 
acknowledge  the  success  of  the  works  which  the  partial 
kindness  of  my  friends  may  have  put  into  my  hands  from 
time  to  time ;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  you  are  not  now, 
as  formerly,  equally  entitled  to  such  ac^owledgments, 
however  frequently  they  may  be  repeated. 

"  It  occurred  to  me  some  months  ago  that  there  was  a 
large  class  of  readers  who  might  desire  to  possess  a  uniform 
edition  in  a  small  size,  beautifully  printed,  of  the  Novels, 
Tales,  and  Romances  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  I 
found  no  difficulty  in  the  disposal  of  6000  copies  of  that 
work,  a  transaction  of  which  you  may  perhaps  have  heard. 
I  also  arrai^ed  for  a  similar  impression  of  your  Poetical 
Works,  of  which,  since  we  acquired  the  shares  of  the  Lady 
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of  the  Lake,  etc.,  in  Feby.  1819,  there  have  been  three 
editions  printed.  The  12-toL  edition  is  entirely  sold  oS. 
The  octavo  edition  in  1 0  vols,  is  nearly  gone,  and  the  edition 
in  8  vols.,  vhich  has  just  appeared,  is  selling  to  a  wish ; 
but  this  laat  should  have  had  vignett«  title-pages.  The 
number  printed  of  these  three  editions  within  three  years 
amounts  to  fully  &000,  and  has  excited  a  fresh  demand 
from  purchasers.  It  may  be  a  literary  anecdote  not  un- 
worthy of  record,  that  I  had  some  difficulty  in  convincing 
a  firm,  vhose  interest  in  some  of  the  pieces  amounts  to 
about  a  fourth  of  the  whole  in  number  of  sheets,  that  snch 
success  would  attend  the  Poems  in  their  new  shape.  In- 
deed, they  threw  such  obstacles  in  the  way,  that  in  order 
to  carry  my  plan  into  execution  smoothly, — a  mode  of 
proceeding  which  I  believe  in  the  long-run  generally  turns 
out  best, — we  purchased  to  the  amount  of  some  hundred 
pounds  of  their  stock  of  the  separate  poems,  the  sale  c^ 
which  they  alleged  would  suffer ;  in  other  words,  I  bad  to 
pay  them  for  increasing  the  value  of  their  property. 

"  Considering  the  other  large  doings  of  my  house  in 
paper  and  print,  SOOO  copies  of  these  works  would  at  first 
sight  appear  a  large  undertaking,  but  I  obviated  this  l^ 
getting  Messrs.  Hurst,  Robinson,  and  Ca,  the  purchasers, 
to  supply  the  paper,  which  will  greatly  ease  and  aimplify 
the  transaction  to  my  house,  and,  I  may  perhaps  with 
some  justice  add,  upon  the  whole  is  perhaps  of  a  natore 
new  in  the  annals  of  bookselling.  The  profits,  you  may 
believe,  will  amount  to  a  very  respectable  sum,  which  we 
shall  receive  at  long  dates,  no  doubt,  but  anclf^ed  with 
outlays  or  other  expenses. 
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"  There  is  at  present  a  veiy  considerable  stock  of  the 
ori^nal  editions  of  the  Novels,  Tales,  and  Bomances  in 
the  detached  form  in  hand ;  but  we  are  sending  them  into 
the  market,  and  shall  make  a  good  hole  in  the  link  pre- 
viously to  the  editions  of  which  I  am  now  speaking  being 
made  public.  There  are  three  or  fonr  classes  of  purchasers, 
perhaps  a  greater  number,  for  these  very  popular  produc- 
tiona ;  and  I  think  I  have  now  contrived  the  means  of 
gratifying  and  supplying  them  alL  Indeed,  if  studying 
(if  a  bookseller,  who  it  has  been  said  does  not  read  books, 
can  presume  to  use  such  an  expression)  how  all  this  is  to 
be  done  is  likely  to  produce  any  favourable  result,  I  may 
mention  that  I  permit  myself  to  think  of  very  little  other 
business.  I  regret  that  more  of  my  advice  had  not  been 
resorted  to  in  regard  to  the  British  Novel- Writers  and 
Don  Quixote,  hut  I  intend  this  subject  to  form  a  separate 
letter  ere  long. 

"  I  must  now  come  to  the  concluding  object  of  the 
present  one — which  is  to  ask  your  appY)bation  of  a  publi- 
cation, of  which  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a 
specimen,  The  Poetry  of  the  Novels,  Tales,  and  Eomances 
of  the  Author  of  Waveriey — which  abound  with  so  many 
beautiful  fragments  and  pieces  of  poetry,  and  of  which  I 
propose  printing  a  small  impression,  something  on  the 
plan  of  the  enclosed,  which  contuns  the  poetry  of  the 
first  volume  of  Waveriey.  Preparing  the  copy  for  the 
press  would  be  a  delightful  amusement  to  me,  and  I  shall 
take  care  that  the  whole  be  accurately  printed.  If  there 
should  be  a  demand  for  the  work  in  this  collected  form, 
which  I  flatter  mysdf  there  would  be,  the  future  editions 
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vould  of  conrae  be  printed  in  Edinbni^h.  I  am  anxiotu 
to  superintend  this  little  affair,  but  I  oonld  not  think  of 
proceeding  without  your  approval  The  short  notdoee  in 
proae  vould,  I  fancy,  be  quite  necessary,  and  I  should 
exercise  my  best  judgment  in  selecting  them.  I  propoee 
fli^taving  the  view  of  Edinbuigh,  formerly  done  from 
Mr.  Thomson's  picture,  as  a  vignette  for  the  title-page.  I 
really  do  not  know  what  you  will  eay  to  me  about  all 
these  projects  of  mine. 

"  Our  friend  Mr.  Jefiiey  has  frequently  said  in  joke, 
when  I  have  inquired  how  it  happened  be  had  not  re- 
viewed tkU  book  and  thai  book,  '  Constable,  why  don't 
you  review  it  yourself  1'  My  leply  generally  was, '  "Why, 
mUy  because  I  have  not  time.'  At  present  I  am  differ- 
ently circumstanced,  and  hence  my  presumption  as  an 
editor. 

"  I  shall  wait  the  favour  of  your  reply  with  some 
anxiety,  and  I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc, 

"  Abcqd.  Cohbtable." 

Sir  Walter's  reply  was  aa  follows : — 

"iTarcASM,  1822. 
"  Dbah  SlR,~Thongh  I  have  time  but  for  a  brief  letter, 
I  do  not  put  off  much  time  in  assuring  yon  that  you  have 
my  entire  approbation,  were  that  of  any  consequence,  in 
the  publication  you  intAid  to  form  from  the  prose  vtM. 
It  is  odd  to  say,  but  nevertheless  it  is  quite  certain,  that  I 
do  not  know  whether  some  of  the  things  are  original  <x 
not,  and  I  wish  you  would  devise  some  way  of  stating  this 
in  the  title.     '  The  Author  of  Waverley,  finding  it  incon- 
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venient  to  look  over  books  for  a  motto,  generally  made 
one  withoQt  macb  scrupling  whether  it  was  posifiTsly  and 
absolatel;  his  own,  or  botched  up  out  of  pieces  and  frag- 
ments of  poetry  floating  in  bis  memory ; '  but  that  would 
have  an  awkward  effect  if  be  were  supposed  to  found 
merit  on  them  as  original  What  I  know  I  will  point  out 
on  the  sheet  sent,  which  I  now  leturu  under  Mr.  Fulney'a 
coTer,  and  which  will  save  much  reference. 

"  Mr.  Cadell,  who  I  imderstand  is  to  visit  you  soon, 
will  tell  you  how  we  get  on  here,  and  show  yon  symptoms 
of  our  progress^  I  have  nearly  finished — ie.  within  half 
a  volume,  but  yonr  12,000  are  heavy  at  press.  I  tbink 
some  part  of  the  affair  is  in  your  way.  I  need  not  beg 
the  utmost  prudence,  as  review  before  pnblication  is  gene- 
rally the  hardest  blow  that  a  reviewer  can  deal,  but  they 
cannot  deal  very  hard  ones  after  all,  when  a  man,  like 
Cromwell's  Saints,  gets  above  criticism. 

"  I  am  building  away  here,  a  little  expensively  doubt- 
lees,  but  my  family  are  provided  for,  and  since  the  world 
and  you  have  saddled  me  with  fortune  I  may  as  well 
enjoy  part  of  it  myself 

"  They  talk  of  a  fanner  making  two  blades  of  gross 
grow  where  one  grew  before,  but  you,  my  good  friend, 
have  made  a  dozen  volumes  where  probably  but  one 
would  have  existed ;  for  the  love  of  fame  is  soon  satiated ; 
end  besides,  a  man  who  is  fond  of  it  turns  timid  and 
a&sid  of  indulging  it;  but  I  should  like  to  see  who  is 
insensible  to  the  solid  comfort  of  £8000  a  year,  especially 
if  he  buys  land,  builds,  and  improves.  To  be  sure,  this 
depends  on  the  caprice  of  public  taste,  but  while  it  lasts 
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it  laats.  And  now  I  have  got  my  legs  again,  I  have  no 
great  fear  of  a  speedy  failure.  I  am  very  glad  you  think 
of  being  down  in  Scotland  when  yottr  health  will  permit. 
I  have  to  consult  yon  about  arrai^ng  my  library,  and 
twenty  things  besides.  I  admire  how  you  moved  off  your 
stock.  You  certainly  have  the  knack,  as  Captain  Mac- 
heath's  song,  so  fatal  to  Deacon  Brodie,  has  it,  of  turning 
all  your  lead  to  gold.  You  know  my  way  of  thinking  of 
these  matters ;  I  never  wish  to  make  a  bai^ain  by  which 
the  bookseller  shall  not  have  his  full  share  of  the  advan- 
tage, because  the  talent  of  writing  and  the  power  of  sell- 
ing books  are  two  very  different  things;  and  as  it  is 
difficult  or  impossible  to  cram  a  bad  book  down  the  throats 
of  the  public,  so  there  are  many  of  the  trade  in  whoae 
hands  a  good  one  is  perfectly  stationary.  lAst  time  I 
was  in  London  I  wanted  a  curious,  amusing,  little  pub- 
lication upon  Cranboume  Chase,  written  by  an  old  hunt- 
ing, shooting  parson,  and  an  excellent  specimen  of  what 
may  be  called  the  rigmarole  style  of  composition.  I  found 
it  at  a  premium  of  16  per  cent  in  some  of  the  retail  shops, 
and  thought  it  aa  well  to  try  the  publisher,  who  took 
the  trouble  to  make  up  a  copy  out  of  200  lying  con- 
demned in  hia  warehouse. 

"  Adieu,  my  dear  sir ;  I  am  too  busy  writing/or  you  to 
write  long  letters  to  you;  but  to  hear  from  you  will 
always  be  particularly  acceptable. 

"  How  does  the  Catalt^e  get  on  ?  My  son  Walter  ia 
at  Berlin.  He  is  lieutenant  on  the  half-pay  of  the  Ifitfa. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  is  colonel — and  he  first  laid  his 
commands  on  him  to  procure  him,  vnthout  delat/,  a  com- 
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plete  set  of  the  Poems,  Tales,  etc.,  which  Mr.  Cadell's 
kindness  has  immediately  furnished;  hut,  secondly,  he 
sent  his  own  tailor  to  furnish  Walter  with  a  complete  set 
of  tlie  15th'8  expensive  uniform,  though  Walter  had, all 
his  huBsar  accoutrements  of  the  16th,  his  late  regiment, 
entirely  new ;  and  though  it  might  have  been  supposed 
a  little  inconvenient  to  a  Scotch  gentleman  to  equip  his 
son  twice  a  year  in  these  expensive  rattletraps.  But  we 
must  not  sit  at  Borne  and  strive  with  the  Pope.  He 
wonted  to  send  him  to  Hanover  also ;  and  it  is  a  little 
hard  on  an  old  Jacohite  cavalier  to  be  pU^ed  with  Cum- 
berland and  Hanover  at  this  time  of  day ;  however,  it  is 
all  meant  for  kindness  and  civility,  and  I  suppose  must  be 
received  as  such.  I  beg  my  kind  compliments  to  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Constable,  and  I  am  always  your  sincere  friend 
and  faithful  servant,  Walter  Scott. 

"  It  is  blowing,  as  they  say,  great  guns :  a  queer  season 
— neither  frost  nor  snow.  We  just  caught  twenty-four 
hours  of  the  latter  (?)  to  fill  our  ice-bouse.  At  present 
the  very  house  is  rocking  with  the  fury  of  the  blast." 

The  next  letter — from  my  &ther  to  Sir  Walter — is  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  indication  of  works  which  he  believed 
might  be  useful  in  the  composition  of  Peveril  of  the  Peak ; 
but  before  the  publication  of  that  novel,  which  extended 
to  four  volumes  in  post  octavo,'  and  appeared  in  January 

>  On  th«  2d  Korember  1822,  Mr.  Cadell  wrote  to  my  father—"  I 
only  thii  moment  have  heard  from  Joaeph  that  yon  were  home  earfy 
to-day ;  had  I  known  it  I  would  have  aent  oat  Jamea  Ballantyne,  who 
waa  here  twice,  partly  to  Mk  for  yon,  and  mainly  to  itote  the  tenor  of 
ft  cooTeraation  he  had  this  moroiug  with  Sir  Walter.  It  ia  to  the  pnr- 
TOL.  IIL  0 
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1823,  considerable  progress  had  been  made  in  the  writing 
of  its  sncceasor,  Qiientin  Durward. 

"  CABTLEBS4BI  Pask.  24(A  itareK  1822. 
"DEA.R  Sir  Waih^r,' — I  have  been  lately  thinking  of 
the  period  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  if  my  private  collec- 
tion of  books  had  been  at  my  command,  I  might  probably 
have  had  it  in  my  power  to  mention  and  point  out  some 
carious  enough  matters  relative  to  that  reign.  What  I 
have  now  to  communicate,  I  fear  can  only  be  considered 
aa  very  nnimportant, 

"  Period  of  Charies  n. 

Lcrrd  Qrer'*  Hiitoiy  of  the  Rj'ehoose  Plot,  k  tlun  8vo  toL,  ia  a  ettriani 

and  anthentio  work. 
The  coUectiona  in  the  Advocktea'  Libruy  of  thia  period  are  abniidaBt ; 

moat  of  them  are  referred  to  by  Mr.  I^ing  in  the  HiatoTy  of  Scot- 


poae,  I  regret  to  aay,  of  atill  making  Peveril  fonr  vol*.  The  fact  ia 
aimplf.  Sir  Waiter  now  feela  that  the  third  vol.  ia  ao  much  anperior  to 
the  two  fiiat,  and  Id  three  Tola,  it  mast  end  ■□  bood  and  cloae  ao  hur- 
riedly, that  he  aeenu  at  leaat  reaolved  to  poih  into  a  fonrth  ;  thia  ia, 
aa  near  at  I  can  give  yon,  BaUantyne's  worda.  Sir  Walter  conelnded 
by  laying,  '  If  it  ia  not  too  late  for  the  bookaeller,  it  ia  not  too  late  for 
me.  I  (hall  apeak  to  Mr.  Conatable  regarding  it.'  Aa  yon  went  away 
walking  lame  to-day,  and  may  not  be  here  to-morrow,  1  think  it  better 
to  ttate  to  yoQ  at  once  I  uty  rtgrtt  trma  the  fear,  nay  the  certainty,  of 
not  aeeing  the  book  thia  year,  and  thna  putting  my  financial  matters 
in  aome  degree  in  a  meful  atate  ;  it  ia  on  thia  acore  only  that  I  nae  tlw 
word  regret.  I  have  read  the  book  aa  far  aa  the  tenth  aheet  of  voL  ijj., 
and  thia  I  moat  aay  frankly,  the  third  volnme  is  that  part  of  the  book 
that  vill  least  do  to  be  ab^iped,  and  one  volnme  mor«  of  the  time  of 
Charlea  must  make  the  whole  book  atrooif&oojt,'  Uit i«  Ata  oua  opinion. 
Mr.  Lockhart  alao  aaid  ao  to  James  Ballantyne  aome  daya  ago,  and  ask«d 
if  it  could  be  made  fonr  vols.  Mr.  Ballantyne  aaid  then  it  conid  not, 
but  after  what  Sir  Walter  aaid  thia  morning,  he  came  hot-foot  to  speak 
on  the  point. 
"  Taking  ererything  into  Tiew,  I  iliall  not  hesitate  one  moment,  if 
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Lord  FonnUinliaD'a  kbs.  codIjuq  numy  remsrkkble  matter*.  Ur. 
TfaonuOD  ha*  s  very  good  tranaoript  of  them,  I  believe.  i 

In  Dr.  Dnke'i  Winter  Nighta  there  ii  s  lerie*  of  artiolea  on  Charles 
n.,  hii  mulDen  and  times,  etc 

The  Cbronide  of  Fife.  Thit  work  containi  many  particalan  of  King 
Charlea'i  joamejr  tfarongh  that  port  o(  the  country.  When  in 
Cupar,  he  got  hia  '  fonre  honre* '  in  the  Tolbooth,  during  which 
he  wag  entertained  with  a  '  Mutie  Sang '  hj  Mr.  Andro  Audenon, 
the  then  achoolmaBter  of  the  borough.  Andenon  wu  afterwardi 
miniater  of  Perth,  and  from  him  ia  deacended  Mr.  Anderaon  of 
St.  Oermaine,  elo. 

There  ia  a  onriong  ks.  preaerred,  at  leurt  it  existed  twenty  yean  ago, 
'  The  Dyet  Buik '  of  the  King  in  hia  progresa  through  Scotland, 
containing  a  list  of  all  he  ate  and  drank,  whether  paid  for  or  in 
preeenta,  aa  well  aa  when  and  where.  There  are  many  curiona 
iteua  to  be  leaned  from  this  ms.,  whioh  belonged  to  Ur.  Wataon 
of  Saughton,  and  I  think  there  are  some  extracts  from  it  in  the 
Edinburgh  Maga^ne  abont  the  year  1794  or  9S.  Mr.  John  Wood 
knows  about  Uiis  MB. 

Sir  Walter  comes  in  my  way,  to  state  that  the  Author  of  Waverley 
mnst  have  hia  own  way.  If  he  ia  in  the  vein,  he  cannot  be  stopped 
witii  any  propriety.  One  thing  I  am  feeling  ia,  that  we  should  ijuilauUy 
write  to  Sir  Walter,  and  Jet  Aim  take  hit  own  may  ;  only  ask,  if  poeaible, 
to  push  it  ant  thia  year.  Jamea  Ballantyne  thought  it  might  be 
got  ont  in  December.  The  last  sheet  I  saw  he  wsa  in  the  harem  of 
Charles  II.  If  he  goes  on  as  it  ia  there,  he  cannot  for  hia  life  do 
better  than  write  on,  in  place  of  closing  at  preaent. 

"  If  he  calls  to-morrow,  and  yon  should  not  be  here,  I  shall  tell  him 
plomply  my  own  opinion,  and  aay,  Oo  on  by  all  meana  as  you  are 
now  doing.  I  am  aware  four  vols,  ia  rather  much,  but  the  first  Tales 
of  My  Landlord  were  four  vola.  A  good  book  in  four  vola.  must  and 
will  be  far  before  a  bad  one  in  three ;  aa  to  there  being  four  bad,  this 
is  DOW  ont  of  the  qnestion." 

My  father  replied  as  follows ; — "  The  aatbor  must  be  the  fittest  to 
determine^  at  this  atage  of  the  nadertaking,  whether  it  ought  to  con- 
clude with  the  third  volume  or  be  extended  to  four.  Yon  are  aware 
of  my  ideas  as  to  the  chances  of  a  £2,  2s.  romsnce,  parlieulaTly  in  the 
present  times ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  ^e  three  vols,  be  indifferent,  a 
good  fourth  voL  might  aave  the  whole.  It  mast  be  decided  by  the 
author,  who  ia  the  best  judge  of  what  he  has  done  and  intends  doing 
for  the  story." 
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There  U  •  veiy  aoarce  tnct  in  4to,  '  Tlie  King'a  Conoealmetit  at 
Tt«nt,'  hj  Anne  WiodbMU,  printed  tit  London  in  1667.  It  ia  in 
the  form  of  k  nairatiTs,  and  will  be  worth  looking  into  bjr  maj 
one  mncli  intereited  in  the  minntiB  of  that  period,  when,  I  pre- 
■nme.  femsle  writen  were  rather  unconiinon.  There  are  manjr 
pnbliostioni  under  the  title  of  Boeoobel,  and  UrquharfB  Jewel ; 
that  very  lingular  volnme  yon  mnst  of  conne  haTe. 

Oomble'a  Life  of  Monk  i«  very  authentic ;  hi*  aoeonat  of  the  siege  of 
Dundee,  if  I  remember  right,  m  cnriona. 

I  poeaesB  an  original  its.  Joonwl  of  Thomaa  Baker,  Eiq.,  rendeot  at 
Tripoli,  from  1677  to  1686,  which  contain*  maoj  cnrioua  thing* 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  Engltah  *laTe*  in  Barbary  at  that 
period,  and  some  nngolar  illiutrmtiona  of  maneen,  I  believe — 
bnt  of  thii  I  am  not  qaite  aore  ;  there  wa*  a  Roundhead  or  two 
T«*aned  by  Baker  from  the  Dey's  clutchea. 

The  record*  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland  are  vory  entire  a*  to  tliia 
period,  containing  much  aboub  the  trial  of  witche*,  eto. 

The  works  of  Barclay  of  Urie,  the  Quaker,  might  be  worth  looking 
into  ;  they  are  contained  in  a  folio  volume.  Your  ancestor,  the 
Laird  of  Swinton,  turned  Quaker,  and,  I  believe,  was  condiddUd 
of  hi*  eatate  by  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  who  had  rather  a  knack 
at  that  sort  of  thing. 

The  Earl  of  Rocheater'*  chuaoter  of  Charlea  the  Second  va*—' The 
courage  of  hi*  grandfather,  the  reaolntion  of  hi*  father,  the  chaa- 
tity  of  hi*  mother,  and  the  religion  of  hi*  brother.' 

It  i«  quite  nnneceesary  to  mention  Gratnmont,  and  toany  other  works 
of  that  period,  or  the  aatrological  publications,  which  are  a* 
«  they  are  abanrd.  Witchcraft  and  Quakerinn  would 
it  admirably. 

The  original  m.  of  Sir  James  Turner's  memoirs  is  now  in  your  hands, 
I  believe. 

The  Hyatery  and  Method  of  hie  Uajestiea  Eappy  Beetoration,  by 
John  Price,  D.D.,  one  of  Monk'*  chaplain*,  ia  in  the  form  of  a 
nanatdve.  Price  was  in  Scotland  with  Monk  in  the  course  of 
their  progres*  through  Britain.  He  give*  the  following  aocount 
of  a  aennon  by  the  famo\u  Hugh  Peters  in  the  church  of  St 
Alban* : — '  A*  for  hi*  sermon  (allowing  for  the  canting  of  hi*  ex- 
pressioQ*)  he  managed  it  with  some  dexterity  at  the  first;  hi* 
teit  wa*  Psalm  cviL  7, — "  He  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way, 
that  they  might  go  to  the  dty  where  thejt  dwelt"  With  hi* 
finger  on  the  cushion,  he  measured  the  right  way  from  the  Bed 
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Sek  through  the  Wilderness  to  CasMiD ;  told  as  it  wbi  not  forty 
days'  march,  but  God  led  Israel  forty  yeara  through  the  Wilder- 
nesB  before  they  came  thither  ;  yet  this  was  still  the  Lord's  right 
way,  who  led  His  people  Cunldedom  cvm  Cnukledom.'  The 
book  is  printed  at  Loudon,  in  1680,  12mo. 
In  the  year  1798  I  sold  a  Ma.  in  quarto,  which  I  had  purchased  in 
Aberdeen,  to  the  Advocates'  library,  'A  Collection  of  Miacel- 
laueon*  and  Hiatorioal  Foema, '  chiefly  relating  to  public  tranaae- 
tions  from  the  year  1652  to  1666,  and  seemingly  collected  by  a 
person  resident  in  Scotland. — The  principal  contributors  or 
authors  in  this  work  were  8.  Colvil,  Jaa.  Berry,  John  Lawson, 
Jos.  Cooke,  R  lanes,  Lady  B«ay,  and  W.  Dagard.  Many  of  the 
poems  relate  to  Scotland ;  one  poem  in  particular,  of  some  length, 
entitled  'The  Character  of  Orknay,'  but  has  no  author's  name. 
The  conclouou,  or  date,  as  follows,  is  singular,  '  From  toy  cave, 
called  the  Otter's  Hole,  in  the  third  month  of  my  banishment 
from  Christendome,  Septr.  9,  1652.'  I  have  frequently  asked  for 
this  mannsoript  at  the  Library,  but  never  could  obtain  a  sight 
of  it. 


"  I  regret  I  have  □othing  of  more  importance  to  men- 
tion to  you,  particularly  of  tliis  side  of  the  Tweed,  which 
is  of  far  greater  interest  in  the  present  day  than  what 
relates  to  Scotland,  about  which  there  has  already  been 
so  much  said  and  printed.  I  believe  I  communicated 
formerly  something  relative  to  the  period  of  Mon- 
mouth's rebellion,  and  as  this  is  quite  a  letter  of  desultory 
matter,  I  most  ask  whether  I  had  some  years  ago  the 
pleasure  of  giving  you  an  impression  of  a  print  but  little 
known — '  An  inside  view  of  the  Abbey  Church  of  Holy- 
rood  House,'  as  fitted  up  when  James  Duke  of  York  was 
in  Scotland  ?  It  is  a  folio  sheet,  and  was  engraved  at  the 
expense  of  Eobert  Adam  the  architect  some  seventy  years 
ago.  I  hope  when  his  Majesty  visits  Scotland  he  will 
order  this  ancient  edifice  to  be  renovated.      I  forget 
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whether  it  is  one  of  the  objects  pointed  out  by  Sir  John 
Sinclair  in  his  celebrated  letter  for  the  King's  attention 
in  the  northern  capital,  but  I  sincerely  hope  it  may  not 
be  overlooked.  Sir  John  Sinclair  has  been  a  most  nse  - 
ful  man,  though  he  has  occasionally  printed  absurdities. 
Hie  letter  on  the  subject  of  entertaining  the  King  I  should 
rank  as  a  first-rate  literary  curiosity ;  indeed,  as  such  I 
have  preserved  a  copy  of  it. 

"  If  anything  further  comes  in  my  way  relative  to  the 
period  of  Charles  IL,  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  again 
Tn-iting  to  you.  In  the  meantime  I  feel  most  sensibly 
that  the  present  is  of  little  value,  thoi^h  perhaps  it  may 
point  oat  some  triQes  which  otherwise  m^ht  have  escaped 
your  notice  ;  and  I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc. 

"A.  C." 
"  CASTLEBiiRX  Pare,  ¥!th  Morth  1822. 

"  Deab  Sia  Walter, — I  am  much  gratified  and  obliged 
by  your  kind  letter  of  the  23d,  and  I  now  enclose  you  a 
title-page,  altered,  I  think,  in  a  manner  to  meet  your 
wishes.  I  also  take  the  liberty  of  annexing  to  this  a  few 
lines,  which,  with  a  little  dressing  up,  might  perhaps  be 
given  by  way  of  advertisement  to  the  volume.  You  need 
not  take  the  trouble  of  replying  to  this  letter,  as  the  title- 
page,  etc.,  is  generally  the  last  thing  done. 

"  I  am  mistaken  if  the  public  do  not  thank  us  for  thia 
valuable  volume ;  it  shall  be  handsomely  and  correcUy 
printed.  I  hope  my  friend  Mr.  Ballantyne  will  do  his 
best  with  the  new  edition  of  the  Novels,  Tales,  and 
Komances ;  the  last  edition  of  the  Poetical  Works,  8  vols., 
is  by  no  means  well  done.    I  fear  he  will  be  angry  at  me 
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for  these  free  remarks,  but  his  own  interest  is  faWy  as 
deeply  at  atake  in  the  matter  as  that  of  aaj  one  else,  and 
I  hope  you  vill  foi^ive  me  mentioning  it  to  you. 

"  I  enclose  a  rare  little  tract  on  Quakerism  which  I 
met  with  the  other  day.  I  know  you  respect  the  Broad 
Brims !  William  Penu  vas  a  man  of  talent.  I  lately 
had  in  my  possession  a  valuable  little  volume  of  Maxims 
and  Beflections  by .  him,  printed  at  Edinbm^h  about  the 
year  1676,  I  think  [1694].  I  shall  indeed  be  much 
pleased  to  see  the  new  work,  and  you  may  depend  on  no 
bad  use  being  made  of  it  here. — I  am,  ete.  A.  G." 
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Halidon  BIll—Tha  Fortifnei  of  Nigut— QnoUtton  from  "  the  Lifs  "—Ciitiqiis 
by  8]'dae<r  Smith— Letter  from  my  fathflT— Letter  from  Sir  WaJter  Suott, 
with  my  father'B  reply— Visit  to  Abbotsford- Renew«I  of  friendly  inter- 
course   with  Hr.    Cadell- DisBolntioD  of  partnenhip   suggeited   and 

It  -was  during  the  spring  of  1822  that  Sir  Walter  wiote 
the  dramatic  sketch  entitled  Halidon  Hill,  for  the  copy- 
right of  which  he  received  £1000. 

Mr.  Cadell  writea  to  my  father  on  May  24th : — "  I 
hope  you  will  be  pleased  with  Vhat  I  am  now  going 
to  tell  yoiL  I  intended  to  have  written  to  yon  to-day  on 
the  subject  at  any  rate.  I  have  given  Sir  Walter  one 
iktmsaTid  pounds  for  a  poem  !  The  thing  is  written,  and 
I  hope  to  have  it  out  in  a  fortnight.  The  circumstances 
are  as  follow  : — 

"  He  only  came  from  Abbotsford  on  Wednesday.  He 
called  yesterday  about  noon,  and  seemed  displeased  at 
James  R  not  meeting  him  for  the  purpose  of  talking  over  a 
Dramatic  Foem  he  has  written.  He  had  been  asked  by 
Mies  Baillie  to  contribute  a  few  pages  to  a  pic-oic  book, 
and  WTOt«  this,  but  it  turned  out  too  long — it  will  make 
as  much  as  Lord  Byron's  Manfred  or  his  own  Waterloo. 
He  said  he  would  date  it  from  Abbotsford,  but  agreed  at 
my  request  to  put  his  name  to  it    The  HS.  waa  on  B.'a 
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desk  when  I  went  down  a  little  after ;  I  made  mj  calca- 
ktions,  found  that  9000  Waterloo  had  divided  £1300; 
wrote  Sir  Walter  a  note,  went  with  it  myself,  and  closed 
for  £1000  in  Jive  minutes.  He  seemed  much  gratified. 
He  wrote  it  in  two  days.  It  will  pay  us  out  and  out,  and 
all  over  will  be  ours,  besides  the  copyright,  I  think  you 
win  approve  of  this.  My  views  were  these :  here  ia  a 
commencement  of  a  series  of  dramatic  writings — let  us 
b^in  by  buying  them  out  The  author  is  so  well  pleased 
that  I  have  no  doubt  of  man^i^  the  otheis  in  the  same 
way.  I  shall  lay  on  10,000.  I  am  quite  happy  to  have 
such  a  nice  little  thing  to  blaze  out  with  just  now  at  the 
heels  of  Nigel." 

Mi.  Lockhart  is  perhaps  correct  in  describing  this  trans- 
action as  a  wild  bargain,  and  it  is  true  that  my  father 
cordially  approved  of  the  liberal  terms  that  had  been 
offered ;  but  he  had  surely  forgotten  that  in  thus  severely 
characterizing  the  arrangement,  he  condemned  the  living 
as  well  as  the  dead. 

In  further  dealing  with  the  subject,  and  before  quoting 
in  his  Life  of  Scott  ^  what  he  calls  my  father's  "  efTusion," 
in  approval  of  the  experiment  of  the  dramatic  sketch,  and 
admiring  welcome  of  the  new  novel,  Mr.  Lockhart  says : — 

"  I  ronit  reciU  to  the  resder'a  recoUeotion  eoine  very  gratifying, 
bat  (why  bttt  fj  I  am  aure  perfectly  (rincere  laudation  of  him  in  bin 
profetdoual  capacity,  which  the  Author  of  the  Fortune!  of  Nigel 
had  pnt  into  the  mouth  of  hia  Captain  CQutterbuck  in  the  humorons 
Epiatle  Introductory  to  tliat  Novel.  After  oUuding  in  affectionate 
tema  to  the  recent  death  of  John  BalUatyne,  the  Captain  adds — 
'  To  thit  great  deprivation  has  been  added,  I  trust  for  a  time  only, 
the  low  of  another  bibliopotiual  friend,  whole  vigorous  intellect,  and 

'  See  lite,  vol.  y,  p.  169. 
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liberal  ideM,  hvte  not  oul^  rendered  bit  lutire  oonotoy  the  mart  of 
Iter  own  liter&tnre,  bat  ettablUhed  there  >  court  of  letters,  which  miut 
ccmm&nd  ropect,  even  from  thoae  moit  inclined  to  diueat  from  BUtuy 
of  ita  oanoua.  The  effect  of  tbeae  change*,  opentad  in  a  great  meaanxe 
b7  the  atrong  seitae  and  aagaoiou*  ealculationa  of  an  individud 
who  knew  how  to  arail  himself,  to  an  nnhoped-for  extent,  of  the 
yarione  kinda  of  talent  which  hia  country  produced,  will  probably  ap- 
pear mora  clearly  to  the  generatiou  wbioh  ahall  follow  the  pieaeut.  I 
entered  the  ahop  at  the  Croaa  to  inquire  after  the  health  of  my  worthy 
friend,  and  learned  witli  aatiifaction  that  hia  residence  in  the  aootb 
had  abated  the  rigour  of  the  symptoms  of  his  disorder.'  " 

The  Fortunes  of  Nigel '  was  published  oq  the  30th  of 
May  1622,  and  on  the  foUowiag  day  my  father  vrote  the 
letter  cited  by  Mr.  Lockhart  as  the  "  effusioa ; " — 

"  CASTLKBuai  PxBE,  SlM  May  1822. 

"Dear  Sir  Walter,— I  have  received  the  highest 
gratificatioD  from  the  perusal  of  a  certain  new  work.  I 
may  indeed  say  new  work,  for  it  is  entirely  so,  and  will, 

>  Sydney  Smith  writes : — "  Dkar  Sir, — Many  thanka  for  Nigel ;  ■ 
far  better  novel  than  The  Pirate,  though  not  of  the  highest  order  of 
Soott'a  novela.  It  is  the  first  norel  in  which  there  ia  no  M^  Merri- 
lies.  There  is,  however,  a  Dominie  Sampson  in  the  horologer.  The 
first  volume  is  admirable.  Kothing  can  be  better  than  the  apprentices, 
the  shop  of  old  Heriot,  the  state  of  the  city.  James  is  quite  excellent 
wherever  he  appears.  I  do  not  dislike  Alaatia.  The  miser's  daughter 
is  very  good,  so  ia  the  murder.  The  story  execrable;  the  gentlnnaa- 
like,  light,  witty  conversation  always  (as  in  all  hia  novels)  very  bad. 
Horrora  or  humour  are  his  forte.  He  must  avoid  running  into  length 
— great  part  of  the  second  volume  very  long  and  tiresome ;  bnt  upon 
the  whole  the  novel  will  do — keeps  up  the  reputation  of  the  author, 
and  doei  not  impair  the  very  noble  and  honourable  estate  which  he 
lias  in  Ms  bruns.  I  hope  you  are  better,  that  you  are  leaving  it  to 
your  deputies  to  increase  your  wealth,  Mid  making  it  your  care  and 
the  care  of  your  doctors  to  amend  your  health. — Your  aincera  well- 
wisher,  SvUKEt  Shitb. 
"June  21,  FoflTOM,  Yobk." 
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if  that  be  possible,  eclipse  in  popularity  all  that  has  gone 
before  it. 

"  The  author  will  be  blamed  for  one  thing,  bowever 
nnreasonably,  and  that  is,  for  concluding  the  story  with- 
out giving  his  readers  a  little  more  of  it.  We  are  a  set 
of  ungrateful  mortals.  For  one  thii^  at  least  I  trust  I  am 
never  to  be  found  so,  for  I  must  ever  most  duly  appreciate 
the  kind  things  intended  to  be  applied  to  me  in  the  In- 
troductory Epistle  to  this  work.  I  learn  with  astoiiisb- 
ment,  but  not  less  del^t,  that  &e  press  is  at  work  f^ain ; 
the  title,  which  has  been  handed  to  me,  is  quite  excellent 

"  I  am  now  bo  well  aa  to  find  it  compatible  to  pay  my 
respects  to  some  of  my  old  haunts  in  the  metropolis,  where 
I  go  occasionally.  I  was  in  town  yesterday,  and  so  keenly 
were  the  people  devouring  my  friend  Ji'ngling  Qeordie, 
that  I  actually  saw  them  reading  it  in  the  streets  as  they 
passed  along.  I  assnre  yoa  there  is  no  ex^^ration  in 
this.  A  new  novel  &om  the  Author  of  Waverl^  pnts 
aside — in  other  words,  puts  down  for  the  time — every 
other  literary  performance.  The  smack  Ocean,  by  which 
the  new  work  was  shipped,  arrived  at  the  wharf  on  Sun- 
day ;  the  bales  were  got  out  by  one  on  Monday  morning, 
and  before  half-past  ten  o'clock  7000  copies  had  been  dis- 
persed £rom  90  Cheapside.^  I  sent  my  secretary  on  pur- 
pose to  witness  the  activity  with  which  such  things  are 
conducted,  and  to  bring  me  the  account,  grati^ing  cer- 
tainly, which  I  now  give  you. 

"  I  went  yesterday  to  the  shop  of  a  curious  person — 

I  "  Conatable'i  London  agenU,  Meun.  Hnrat,  Bobiiuoa,  ftad  Co., 
had  tbeo  theii  premise*  in  Che^piide." 
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Mr.  Swaby  in  Wardour  Street — to  look  at  an  old  portrait 
which  my  son,  when  latel;  here,  mentioned  to  me.  It  is, 
I  think,  a  portrait  of  James  the  Fourth,  and  if  not  an 
original,  is  doubtless  a  picture  as  early  as  hia  reign.  Our 
ftiend  Mr.  Thomson  has  seeo  it,  and  is  of  the  same 
opinion ;  but  I  purpose  that  you  should  be  called  upon  to 
decide  this  nice  point,  and  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  for- 
warded to  you,  trusting  that  ere  long  I  may  Bee  it  in  the 
Armoury  at  Abbotsford. 

"  I  foaud  at  the  same  place  two  large  elbow-cbairs, 
elaborately  carved,  iu  boxwood — with  figures,  foliage,  etc, 
perfectly  entire.  Mr.  Swaby,  from  whom  I  bought  them, 
assures  me  they  came  from  Rome.  There  were  originally 
ten  of  them.  He  had  just  sold  six  to  the  Duke  of 
Butknd,  for  Belvoir  Castle,  where  they  will  be  appro- 
priate furniture.  The  two  which  I  have  purchased  would, 
I  think,  not  be  less  so  in  the  Library  at  Abbotsford.  I 
have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  a  still  more  curious 
article,  a  mosaic  pavement,  quite  entire,  and  large  enough 
to  make  an  outer  hearthstone,  which  I  also  destine  for 
Abbotsford.  It  occurred  to  me  that  these  three  articles 
might  prove  suitable  to  your  taete,  and  under  that  impres- 
sion I  am  now  induced  to  take  the  liberty  of  requesting 
you  to  accept  them  as  a  small  but  sincere  pledge  of 
grateful  feeling.  Our  literary  connexion  is  too  important 
to  make  it  necessary  for  your  publishers  to  trouble  you 
about  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  of  such  things; 
and  I  therefore  trust  you  will  receive  them  on  the  footing 
I  have  thus  taken  the  liberty  to  name.  I  have  been  on 
the  outlook  for  antique  carvings,  and  if  I  knew  the  pur- 
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poses  for  which  yoo  would  want  euch,  I  might  piobably 
be  able  to  send  you  some. 

"  I  was  truly  happy  to  hear  of  Halidon  Hill,  aod  of 
the  satisfactory  arrangements  made  for  its  publication.  I 
wish  I  had  the  power  of  prevailing  with  you  to  give  as  a 
similar  production  every  three  months;  and  that  our 
ancient  enemies  on  this  side  the  Border  might  not  have 
too  much  their  own  way,  perhaps  your  next  dramatic 
sketch  might  be  Bannockbum.  It  would  be  presump- 
tuous in  me  to  point  out  subjects,  but  you  know  my  crav- 
ing to  be  great,  and  I  cannot  resist  mentioning  here  that 
I  should  like  to  see  a  battle  of  Hastings — a  Cres^ — a 
Bosworth  field — and  many  more. 

"  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  was  so  kind  as  invite  me  to  see 
hia  pictures.  What  an  admirable  portrait  he  has  com- 
menced of  you !  He  has  altogether  hit  a  happy  and 
interesting  expression,  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have 
heard  that  there  is  an  exhibition  at  Leeds  this  year.  I 
had  an  application  for  the  use  of  Baebom's  picture,  which 
is  now  there ;  and  it  stands  Ko.  I  in  the  Catalogue,  of 
which  I  enclose  you  a  copy. 

"Yon  will  receive  with  this  a  copy  of  the  'Poetry, 
Original  and  Selected.'  I  have,  I  fear,  overshot  the 
mark,  by  including  the  poetry  of  The  Pirate,  a  liberty  for 
which  I  mast  hope  to  be  forgiven.  The  publication  of 
the  volome  will  be  delayed  ten  days,  in  case  you  should 
suggest  any  alteration  in  the  advertisement,  or  other 
change. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir  Walter,  your 
bithful  humble  servant, 

"Archibald  Comstable." 
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Mr,  Lodchart  adds — 

"  The  Ust  pangrxph  of  tfaii  letter  aUiideB  to  s  Uttte  Ttdome,  inttt 
which  CoDEtabls  had  collected  the  •ongs,  aottoei,  uid  other  Bospa  ti 
Terse  scattered  over  Scott's  Norela,  from  Waverlef  to  The  Pii>te.  It 
had  a  coeeiderable  ran  ;  and  had  it  appeared  sooDer,  might  IiAve  saved 
Mr.  Adolphua  tb«  trouble  of  writiag  an  evaj  to  proTe  that  the  Author 
of  Waverley,  whoever  he  might  be,  was  a  Feet." 

SiE  "Waltee  Scott  to  Mr  Constablb. 

"  Bdivbdsqh,  26A  Mag  1822. 

"  Mt  dear  Constable, — I  have  been  of  late  a  shock- 
ingly itregnlar  correspondrait,  but  you  will  allow  that  my 
right  hand  has  not  been  altogether  idle.  1  learned  very 
agreeable  news  of  your  improval  by  Mr.  Gadell  since  I 
returned  to  this  town,  and  I  eincerely  hope,  at  the  hardy 
time  of  life,  which  you  have  not  pasaed,  the  exertions  of  a 
constitution  naturally  so  strong  as  yours,  aided  by  care 
and  proper  medicines,  may  enable  yon  to  fine,  and  renew 
your  lease.  I  consider  my  paininl  diaonler  of  two  years 
since  to  have  produced  this  good  effect  in  my  favour, 
since,  except  being  in  most  particulars  stiifer  than  I  used 
to  be,  I  at  no  period  of  my  life  felt  myself  healthier  or 
better.  I  impute  a  great  deal  of  this  to  the  termly  grazing 
at  Abbotsford,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  torn 
yourself  into  some  park  when  you  return  to  Edinbuigh, — 
for  Park  Place  by  itself  is  insufBcient,  notwithstanding  its 
name. 

"  About  the  title  of  the  Poetry,  I  think  no  part  of  it 
can  properly  be  said  to  be  selected,  and  I  would  prefer  the 
general  title, — Poetry  contained  in  the  Kovels,  etc  A  word 
of  advertisement  mi^t  be  added,  to  the  following  pur- 
pose : — '  We  believe  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  poetiy 
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interspersed  through  these  novels  to  be  original  composi- 
tions by  the  author.  At  the  same  time,  the  reader  will 
find  passages  -which  are  quoted  from  other  authors,  and 
may  probably  debit  more  of  these  than  oar  more  limited 
reading  has  enabled  us  to  ascertain.  Indeed,  it  is  our 
opinion  that  some  of  the  following  poetry  is  neither 
entirely  original  nor  altogether  borrowed,  but  consists  in 
some  instances  of  passages  tirom  other  authors,  which  the 
aathor  has  not  hesitated  to  alter  considerably,  either  to 
supply  defects  of  his  own  memory,  or  to  adapt  the  quota- 
tion more  explicitly  and  aptly  to  the  matter  in  hand' 
Some  such  passage  as  this  may,  I  think,  suffice  to  point 
out  the  nature  of  the  collection, — for  as  for  separating 
what  is  ordinal  from  what  is  borrowed,  I  am  sure  it  is 
far  beyond  my  power,  and  probably  that  of  any  one  else. 
"  I  know  your  interest  in  the  Swintona  I  have  made 
a  Bony  Drama  in  two  Acts,  upon  a  romantic  incident  in 
Pinkerton's  History,  as  having  occurred  at  the  battle  of 
Homildown,  but  which,  to  avoid  breaking  my  sluns  against 
Hotspmr,  I  earned  back  to  that  of  Ealidon.  I  designed 
at  first  to  make  only  a  scene  or  two  for  a  sort  of  pic-nic 
which  Mrs.  Joanna  Baillie  asked  me  to  contribute  to,  but 
as  it  tan  the  length  of  one  of  the  fashionable  dramas,  like 
Manfred,  it  got  fax  beyond  her  limits,  and  CadeU  ofiered 
me  (nothing  in  this  case  doubting  your  approbation) 
£1000,  which  will  enable  me  to  fit  out  my  nephew 
W^ter  in  great  style  for  the  East  Indies.  The  drama  is 
qnite  finished,  and  all  in  James  B/s  hands. 

"I  have  a  curious  haul  of  old  papers  in  Joj  bands  just 
now.     Lady  Morton  having  a  turn  for  old  papers,  took  a 
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fancy  to  rommage  the  charter-room  at  Dalmahoy,  and 
has  detected  a  very  curious  seriea  belonging  to  the 
Begent  Morton  and  Douglas  of  Lochleven.  There  are 
original  letters  of  Queen  Mary,  of  the  Regent  Mnnsr, 
Lennox,  John  Knox,  and  other  eminent  persons.  Does 
not  this  make  your  mouth  water  ?  I  have  not  looked 
through  them  yet.  One  of  the  most  curious,  and  which 
perhaps  in  its  form  is  quite  singular,  is  a  sort  of  historical 
prayer,  in  which  Lochleven  ia  superflaent  enough  to 
remind  God  Almighty  at  excessive  length  of  all  the 
things  which  Omoipotenoe  had  achieved  for  the  Kirk  of 
Scotland. 

"  I  enclose  a  letter  which  has  long  been  by  me,  from 
Sophia.  Adieu,  my  good  old  friend ;  I  hope  your  health 
wiU  soon  permit  you  to  come  down  to  your  own  country, 
and  walk  your  own  fields.  I  beg  my  respects  to  Mis. 
Constable  and  your  family,  being  very  sincerely  jrours, 
"  Waltee  Scott. 

"  Sophia  ia  very  proud  of  her  china." 

"  C^BTLBBUKB  PABK,  lltk  Jul^  1822. 

"Dkab  Sib  Walter, — I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  most  kind  and  welcome  letter  of  the  28th  May.  A 
letter  of  mine  of  nearly  the  same  date  has,  I  hope,  reached 
you.  I  have  since  had  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  a  copy 
of  the  first  edition  of  Mickaelis  ScoH  Pftisonomia,  and  two 
or  three  other  little  volumes  which  I  thought  you  would 
like.  I  have  still  aome  others  to  forward,  particularly  the 
Ultimum  Vale  of  John  Carleton.  The  chairs  fix>m  the 
Boighese  psiace,  the  mosaic  slab,  and  portrait  of  Jamea  iv., 
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are  forwarded  to  Leith,  in  two  laige  caseB.  In  addition, 
I  have  sent  yon  a  curious  carved  coat  of  anna,  for  which, 
I  daresay,  a  comer  will  be  found  at  AbboUford.  I  would 
suggest  that  care  be  observed  in  unpacking  the  chairs,  to 
prevent  injury  to  the  carving.  They  are  unquestionably 
of  Italian  workmanship,  and  will  prove,  I  hope,  ornaments 
of  some  use.  There  were  ten  of  these  chairs  in  all  brought 
to  England  by  the  Abb^  Alotti,  as  Mr.  Swaby  informs 
me.  He  sold  six  of  them  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland  for 
Belvoir  Castl&  Two  of  them  went  to  Newetead,  and  the 
others  are  here  accounted  for. 

"Tbe  letters  of  the  Morton  family  must  indeed  be 
interesting.  I  wish  his  Lordship  would  allow  them  to  be 
printed.  I  could,  I  think,  eoggeat  an  attractive  style  of 
pablication.  A  post  octavo  volume,  with  two  or  three 
portraits,  facsimiles,  and  other  embeUishments,  would 
form  quite  a  gem ;  but  the  originals  would  require  to  be 
transcribed  by  an  intelligent  and  careful  hand.  Of  the 
R^ent  Morton  I  fear  much  good  could  not  be  said, 
though  I  can  hardly  suppose  that  he  was  quite  so  hateful 
a  person  aa  Gilbert  Stuart's  view  of  his  character  would 
make  him.  You  remember  the  remarkable  words  used 
by  this  historian  in  summing  up  the  Eegeat's  character : 
'  and  he  ascended  the  scaffold  without  ^e  consolation  of 
one  virtue.'  The  chronological  notes  from  Lord  Fountain- 
hall's  us.  is  an  entertaining  volume.  I  wish  ray  ancient 
iiiend  Elsbender  could  have  copied  it  a  little  more  cor- 
rectly. I  often  laugh  when  I  think  of  this  honest 
'Trihodien'  when  he  headed  Captain  F.'a  party  on  the 
noted  pilgrim^e  to  the  loch  of  Faldonside  1     I  regret 
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those  notes,  and  also  Qwynne's  Memoirs,  had  not  been 
printed,  now  to  have  stood  bj  the  side  of  Slingabj^, 
Carleton,  and  others  of  our  eatly  friends.  The  present 
times  are  unfaTourable  to  the  sale  of  expensive  books, 
even  in  small  impressions. 

"  I  remember,  among  the  manj  good  hints  and  advicas 
;ou  have  given  me,  there  was  one,  that  I  should  make 
memoranda  of  the  schemes,  projects,  and  other  literal^ 
doings  in  which  it  had  fallen  to  my  lot  to  have  a  shara 
I  have  not  entirely  overlooked  this.  I  made  some  pro- 
gress last  Slimmer  in  putting  down  memoranda  of  my 
early  career,  and  I  believe  they  occupy  nearly  100  pages 
in  ito,  pretty  closely  'written.  I  would  have  continued 
them  to  the  present  time,  had  not  my  absence  from  the 
scenes  of  my  former  activity,  and  the  total  want  of  docu- 
ments to  refer  to,  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  have 
given  some  of  the  minute  details  which  I  should  be 
desirous  of  leaving  to  my  children,  and  it  is  therefore  at 
rest  for  the  present'  I  have  now  been  a  year  in  England, 
and  it  will  not  surprise  you  that  I  have  not  to  reckon  it 
as  the  most  happy  period  of  my  life ;  but,  thank  God,  it 
has  been  passed  in  the  midst  of  many  domestic  blessings, 
of  which  I  could  not  be  deprived.  My  intercourse  with 
Scotland,  however,  strange  to  say,  during  these  twelve 
long  months,  would  have  been  utterly  cheerless,  had  not 
the  kindness  of  your  correspondence  by  times  rendered  it 
otherwise.  I  have  also  derived  some  comfort  from  con- 
triving editions  in  new  shapes  of  certain  popular  works, 
and  in  successfully  disposing  of  them  to  the  trade,  which 

>  See  ToL  L  pp.  5-33,  and  Appendix,  pp.  6S8-H0. 
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I  believe  I  told  you  formerly  I  had  done,  without  em- 
baikisg  in  any  outlay,  besides  having  planned  a  variety 
of  new  and  important  undertakingB  :  some  of  them,  per- 
haps, I  may  yet  live  to  see  carried  into  effect,  others  it  is 
more  than  probable  are  destined  to  survive  the  conclusion 
of  my  exertions.  My  retirement  from  the  bustle  of  life 
cannot  therefore  be  said  to  have  been  without  its  advan- 
tages. 

"  I  have  made  a  memorandum  of  the  works  of  one 
aeries,  I  may  say,  either  at  present  or  immediately  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ballaatyne,  ficom  the  operations  to 
which  I  have  just  alluded.  I  have  marked  the  periods  at 
which  the  different  books  ought  to  be  finished,  and  I  trust 
they  will  be  sa^  In  the  meantime  I  have  amused  myself 
with  making  calculations  of  the  number  of  persons  neces- 
sary to  be  employed  in  the  pn^ress  of  these  works ;  but 
in  case  it  might  be  said  to  be  out  of  my  department,  I 
must  not  take  the  hberty  of  troubling  you  with  particu- 
lars. No  office  in  the  world  could  ever  before  boast  of 
such  employment,  and  I  venture  to  predict  that  there  will 
be  no  rival  to  it  in  our  day. 

"  I  shall,  I  hope,  return  to  Scotland  ere  long,  and  do  so 
with  the  intention  of  residing  a  few  miles  from  Edinburgh, 
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and  of  going  to  busineBB  just  as  often  aa  circumstances 
and  roy  health  may  render  it  desirable.  Yon  have  my 
blessing  for  your  encouraging  suggestions  aa  to  this  mode 
of  life.— I  am,  etc,  A.  C." 

A  few  weeks  after  my  father's  return  to  Scotland  be 
paid  a  pleasant  visit  to  Abbotsford,  and  shortly  thereafter 
he  received  the  following  friendly  letter  from  Sir  Walter, 
who  had  just  witnessed  the  unpacking  of  the  presents 
from  bis  publisher,^  already  mentioned  at  page  220  : — 

"ABBomroBS,  Oct.  IM,  18^. 
"  Mt  dear  Constabls, — I  safely  received  yours,  with 
Mr.  Smith's  note  enclosed  for  £2fiO,  and  thank  you  for  the 
trouble.  Your  back  was  scarce  tamed  before  the  tardy 
Michael  Mercer  brought  the  large  packing-cases,  which 
were  found  to  contain  in  perfect  safety  the  articles  your 
kindness  destined  for  Abbotsford.  I  am  really  ashamed 
of  your  munificence,  and  never  in  my  life  was  more  grati- 
fied by  the  operation  of  a  chisel  and  a  hammer  than  when 
the  board  flew  asunder.  We  are  all  at  variance  which  of 
the  lots  is  the  handsomest,  and  decide  according  to  our 
different  tastes.  Lady  Scott  decides  for  the  carved  chairs, 
which  are  certainly  the  finest  piece  of  carving  I  ever  saw, 
and  very  like  the  labours  of  Gibbons ;  I  stand  up  for  King 
James,  who,  by  the  bye,  has  the  pensive  look  which  always 
seems  to  augur  misfortune ;  and  Lockhart  maintains  that 
the  piece  of  mosaic  marble  is  the  preferable  lot  of  the 
whole.  I  can  assure  you  there  are  smart  debates  on  the 
subject,  but  we  are  all  gratified  in  leflecting  that  the 

>  With  referoice  to  these  Mr.  Cadell  wrote  aa  follom  : — "  Preaants 
to  Sir  Walter  are  what  I  moat  beaiiilf  approre  of  and  ^ipland  ;  he 
take*  them  Teij  kindly," 
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whole  are  materials  from  the  same  kind  friend,  valuable 
&om  the  interest  which  attaches  to  them,  both  as  pieces 
of  art  and  his  gift.  It  is  settled  that  the  mosaic  is  not  to 
be  put  to  the  purpose  of  a  hearthstone,  but  handsomely 
framed  with  black  oak  and  gilding,  as  a  table  to  stand 
below  a  mirror. 

"  Yoar  visit  here  gave  me  sincere  pleasure,  as  assuring 
me  better  of  your  state  of  improved  health  than  the  occa- 
sional meetings  we  have  in  town.  Still,  Exercise  must  be 
the  motto.  I  am  very  happy  that  Mrs.  Constable  is  so 
much  better,  and  am  very  much,  dear  Constable,  your 
obliged  and  faithful  servant,  Waltee  Scott." 

In  the  spring  of  1821,  when  the  state  of  my  father's 
health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  leave  Scotland,  friendly 
relations  with  his  partner  had  been  seriously  interrupted 
by  differences  of  opinion  on  various  important  matters, 
but  chiefly,  I  believe,  by  Mr.  Cadell's  opposition,  candidly 
and  decidedly  expressed,  to  the  ziaming  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott  aa  a  trustee  for  his  family,  under  a  testamentary  deed 
which  my  lather  designed  to  execute.  This  nomination 
Mr.  CadeU  naturally,  and  as  I  think  justly,  conceived  to 
be  in  the  circumstances  an  imprudent  one,  and  in  a  letter 
of  28th  June  1 82 1  he  thus  sums  up  his  objections  r — "  This 
is  the  only  point  is  yoiir  papers  that  I  have  thought 
nnlike  your  tisual  discrimination,  and  I  flatter  myself  you 
will  come  to  my  opinion.  I  am  clear,  connected  as  he  is 
with  James  Ballantyne  and  Company,  and  engaged  as  we 
are  in  bills  with  him  and  them,  Sir  Walter  would  never 
do  as  a  trustee." 
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During  nine  months  of  my  father's  reaidence  in  Eng- 
land, I  find  no  record  of  direct  correapondeBce  between 
the  partners ;  but  from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter 
from  my  father  to  Mr.  Cadell,  dated  12th  March  1822, 
it  would  appear  that  their  uncomfortable  relatione  bad 
induced  that  gentleman  to  contemplate  a  dissolution  of 
the  contract  between  them : — 

"  I  have  just  come  to  town  in  order  to  converse  with 
our  friends  here  on  the  aubject  of  your  late  communica- 
tions to  them  relative  to  the  affairs  of  oar  firm  and  copart- 
nery, I  can  only  say  that  it  is  neither  my  wish  nor  my 
interest,  bo  far  as  I  know  it,  to  sepantte  from  you,  and  1 
hope  nothing  has  occurred  to  prevent  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment. I  have  considered  the  afiaii  as  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
SobiuBon  on  my  part  for  the  laat  six  months,  and  aa  yon 
did  not  appear  to  receive  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you  in  August 
before  1  left  Clapham,  with  that  feeling  which  I  expected, 
and  thought  it  deserved,  it  culainly  did  not  appear  to  me 
that  you  would  expect  similar  communications  till  matters 
were  put  on  their  old  footing,  if  that  be  practicable; 
indeed,  I  have  had  little  else  to  write  abont  except  my 
health,  which  has  certainly  improved  lately,  and  respecting 
it  you  have  heard  frequently  from  our  friends,  at  whose 
desk  I  am  now  writing  to  yon. 

"  I  am  not  very  stout  at  the  present  time,  and  there  is 
besides  sickness  in  my  family ;  I  should  otherwise  have 
been  in  Edinbui^h  ere  now,  and  if  you  will  not  (Kane  to 
London,  at  the  risk  of  my  life  I  shall  certainly  make  the 
attempt  to  come  to  Edinburgh. 

"  I  desire  nothing  that  is  not  like  a  man  of  business, 
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and  I  Bhoald  expect  the  same  of  yoo.  On  both  sides 
there  might,  I  think,  have  been  kind  feelings,  and  if  70Q 
have  suspected  otherwise  of  me,  I  shall  only  now  say  that 
you  are  mistaken." 

In  consequence  of  this  communication,  Mr.  CadeU 
visited  my  father  in  the  following  month  at  CasUebeare 
Park,  when  friendly  relations  would  appear  to  have  been 
cordially  renewed.  On  April  8,  1823,  after  the  interview, 
Mr.  Cadell  writes : — "  I  will  confess,  and  that  with  candotir, 
that  I  felt  no  inconsiderable  peace  of  mind,  and  I  may  say 
comfort,  on  walking  to  town  on  Friday  evening,  after  being, 
as  I  have  often  been  accustomed  to  be  during  the  last  ten 
years,  with  faces  that  recall  many  pleasing  and  interesting 
refleotiona." 

It  is  evident  from  the  general  tanor  of  my  father's  cor- 
respondence at  this  period  that  the  precarioofl  state  of  hie 
health,  and  absence  &om  his  ordinary  scene  of  action,  had 
rendered  him  mora  than  usually  sensitive,  and  the  follow- 
ing remomtrance  lioin  Mr.  Cadell  was  occasioned  by  the 
Bbong  irritation  manifested  in  consequence  of  unwilling- 
ness on  Hxe  part  of  Mr.  Macvey  Kapier  to  carry  out  a 
BQggestion  my  Cather  had  made  with  reference  to  the 
Supplement  of  the  Encyclopfedia  Britannica : — 

"  You  cannot  expect  to  be  comfortable,  or  to  live  com- 
fortably and  do  your  health  justice,  if  yon  find  fault  with 
all  and  aondry  matteis,  and  suspect  every  one  of  militat- 
ing against  your  interest.  That  many  suspicions  may  float 
throngh  your  mind  I  can  easily  conceive,  but  the  encour- 
agement of  these  must  injure  you.  That — your  mind  and 
eye,  £ar  removed  from  those  scenes  which  you  have  been 
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accnatomed  to  overlook — you  must  have  feelitig8,and  stroi^ 
feelings  too,  I  can  admit  as  readily  as  any  one ;  but  when 
your  businesB  goes  on  veil  and  piosperouBly — when  its 
great  and  main  8ta3r8  remain  linu — when  its  coooexions 
are  as  good  as  ever,  and  its  prospects  better,  do  pray  tiy 
and  banish  small  matters,  and  enjoy  that  quiet  your  health 
requires,  and  that  peace  your  exertions  entitle  you  to. 
This,  I  am  aware,  is  more  easily  said  than  done ;  but  I 
submit  that  it  is  impossible  your  health  can  steadily 
remain  if  you  do  not  rather  try  to  soften  down  asperities 
than  raise  up  new  ones." 

Early  in  Aiigust  1823  my  father  returned  to  Edinburgh, 
improved  in  health,  and  cheered  by  the  warm  welcome  of 
his  many  friends.  The  visit  of  his  Majesty  George  IV. 
added  much  interest  and  excitement  to  the  time,  and  he 
was  able  to  be  present  at  the  Banquet  and  the  other  loyal 
demonstrations  to  which  it  gave  rise,  although  these  exhi- 
larating circumstances  were  overshadowed  by  a  renewal 
by  Mr.  Cadell  of  the  proposition  that  the  partnership 
between  them  should  be  broi^ht  to  an  end. 

The  increased  expenses  of  my  father's  household,  and 
those  occasioned  by  his  family  being  necessarily  scattered, 
for  the  purposes  of  education,  had  probably  at  this  period 
added  pecuniary  difficulties  of  a  personal  nature  to  his 
other  subjects  of  annoyance  and  anxiety;  and  the  demand 
which  he  felt  it  neceesaty  to  make  upon  the  funds  of  the 
copartnery  were  in  consequence  so  considerable  ttiat  Mr. 
Cadell  wrote  as  follows  on  the  14th  August : — 

"  After  the  most  mature  reflection,  and  viewing  it  in 
every  point,  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  any  other  conclu- 
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sion  than  that  yon  and  I  must  cease  to  be  parttters  in 
trade.  This  alternative,  of  coarse,  is  not  new  to  either  of 
UB,  and  I  did  think,  after  my  first  proposal  on  the  subject 
in  Apnl  last,  that  we  might  still  proceed  as  we  have  done 
since  Mr.  Cathcait's  death ;  but  &am  various  circum- 
stances, and  more  especially  Eobinson's  letter,  which  I 
received  on  Sunday,  I  am  thorou^ly  convinced  that  no 
other  course  is  left  to  us,  and  that  your  peace  of  mind, 
your  future  health  and  comfort,  and  the  wishes  of  your 
family,  will  be  best  consulted  by  your  entertaining  my 
proposal,  and  making  up  your  mind  to  purchase  my  share 
in  A,  Constable  and  Company.  In  stating  tins  1  must 
also  say  that  I  also  consult  my  own  comfort,  for  although 
apparently  more  able  to  bear  it,  my  mind  is  not  unlike 
that  of  other  men,  and  jarring  and  contention  must  harass 
me  OS  well  as  others.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  any 
discussion ;  I  wish  merely  to  state  to  you  in  the  present 
letter  that  I  am  quite  serious,  and  that  there  does  not 
appear  any  other  remedy  within  my  view.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  would  beg  of  you  not  to  exhibit  to  me 
any  business-plans,  but  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  and  my  former  letter.  I  would  say  to  you. 
Take  time  and  consider  any  proposal  to  me,  and  your 
future  plans.  I  shall  continue  as  I  am  at  present  till 
matters  are  finally  arranged,  always  observing,  however, 
that  I  give  up  no  right  I  possess  until  some  arrangement 
does  take  place. 

"  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  this  afHicting  result  with 
a  thorough  conviction  of  its  benefit  both  to  you  and  to 
myself.    I  am  most  fully  possessed  with  the  impression 
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that  we  cannot  conclude  oui  contract  of  copartnery  cor- 
dially, and  08  partners  onght.  I  see  many,  Tery  many, 
points  of  difference,  and  I  cannot  remain  and  subject  my- 
self to  the  imputation  that,  in  standing  up  for  my  own 
rights,  I  risk  a  continuation  of  your  present  good  health, 
or  by  opposing  what  I  may  not  approve  of,  I  am  standit^ 
in  the  way  of  your  plans  and  views. 

"  I  am  aware  I  am  patting  myself  in  the  way  of  leaving 
one  of  the  best  concerns  in  Britain,  for  its  extent ;  but  one 
will  sacrifice  many  advantages  for  quiet  and  peace  of  mind. 
Almost  all  the  great  literary  undertakings  of  A.  G.  and  Co. 
have  been  acquired  since  I  became  a  partner — much  good 
is  yet  to  come  from  them ;  but  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  subject 
myself  to  reflections.  I  shall  leave  the  Cross  with  the 
deepest  regret,  but  I  see  no  other  course.  I  shall  wish 
the  surviving  partner  or  partners  and  the  concern  much 
good ;  it  will  be  my  inteieat  to  do  so,  in  every  point  of 
view. 

"  My  counsel  to  yon  would  be  that  as  little  be  said  as 
possible  on  this  subject;  I  have  mentioned  it  to  two 
friends  only.  I  would  also  advise  your  son  becoming  your 
partner  as  soon  as  convenient,  that  he  may  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  tiie  company  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  aid  and  assist  you ;  and  when  I  mention 
him,  I  think  it  right  to  state  that  I  do  not  think  he  and  I 
can  ever  draw  t(^ther.  I  state  this  with  no  feeling  of 
disrespect ;  indeed,  I  have  your  own  authority  for  it,  one 
thousand  times  repeated ;  but  having  stated  it,  I  conceive 
it  right  to  place  before  you  one  prominent  ground  for  my 
present  course,  and  that  is,  if  I  cannot  draw  with  your  son 
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as  a  partDer,  it  is  wholly  impossible  for  me  to  admit  liis 
opinioQ  in  onr  delibeiatioos  without  his  being  a  porbier ; 
no  man  of  any  spirit,  or  who  re^^ards  his  own  status,  can 
admit  any  third  person,  not  a  partner,  being  introduced 
into  business  discussions. 

"  Having  placed  the  whole  matter  thus,  I  think,  calmly 
before  you,  I  have  to  beg  an  equally  calm  consideration  of 
it  on  your  part," 

It  may  reasonably  be  doubted  whetiier  Mr.  Cadell — 
knowing  as  he  did  the  formidable  entanglements  of  the 
Ckimpany — conceived  it  possible  that  any  partner  could 
be  found,  so  heroic  aa  to  relieve  him  &om  tiie  responsi' 
bilities  of  his  position ;  but  from  the  whole  tone  of  the 
letter  I  have  just  quoted,  it  is  evident  that,  had  such  an 
individual  been  forthcoming,  he  would  have  retired. 

What  were  the  arguments  adduced  by  my  &ther,  or 
the  concessions  made  to  avert  this  threatened  disruption, 
I  am  not  aware,  but  averted  it  certainly  was ;  and  on 
September  13th  I  find  Mr.  Cadell  once  more  bravely  facing 
the  diEBculties  of  hie  position  as  financial  manager  of  their 
complicated  concern,  and  suggesting  prudential  measures 
for  enabling  it  to  reach  more  comfortable  circumstances. 
"  The  circumstances  of  the  times,"  he  writes,  "  are  such 
that  I  assure  you  I  would  like  to  see  the  Encyclopeedia 
Britannica  (1300  copies)  trot  at  a  low  price,  if  such  an 
article  as  ready  money  could  be  touched  for  them ;  and  if 
any  plan  could  be  devised  for  this  end,  I  would  sell  them 
ofT  and  cut  down  our  engagements  and  transactions :  these 
are  both  too  laige,  and  if  they  could  be  moderated  by  any 
operation  of  this  kind,  our  reputation  as  a  company  would 
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go  on  daily  increasing,  by  our  name  appearing  less  in  the 
money  market  For  some  time  past  many  difficulties  have 
presented  themselves — the  constant  routine  of  our  drafts 
and  operations  on  London,  the  fictitious  roughness  created 
hy  this,  the  enormous  cost  running  avay  with  all  our 
gains,  and  that  cost  going  into  the  pockets  of  those  vbo 
caie  not  for  us,  and  who  can  recede,  and  have  receded, 
ftom  us  in  a  day,  together  with  the  fear  of  debt  (and  I 
have  beard  of  another  this  day),  makes  me  feel  anxious, 
very  anxious,  to  see  strength  given  ns  in  capital  from  our 
own  stock.  A  partner  with  capital  has  often  occurred  to 
me,  but  with  the  engagements  we  have,  and  tkeir  nature, 
few  or  none  will  grapple." 

Despite  all  difficulties,  however,  their  vessel,  under 
skilful  steerage,  moved  gallantly  forward  amid  shoals  of 
bills,  and  quicksands  of  accommodation — the  anticipated 
profits  of  contracts  unfulfilled.  But  for  the  wreck  of 
another  craft,  with  whose  crew  they  had  unhappily  become 
too  closely  conneoted,  their  ship  might  ere  long  have 
glided  into  Bmoother  water. 
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Peveril  of  ths  Pesk-Critiqne  by  Sydney  Smith— Mr.  C«deU  o         „ 

delay  in  pttblicBtiou  of  the  NotsIb,  and  od  the  "Scott  ShskeBpeare"— 
Letter  from  Sir  Walter  Scotl^Mr.  CoMtablo's  reply— Mr,  LockhBrt  on 
"Scott  Shalieapeare"— Mr.  Cadell  on  the  ume  lulfjer.t- QaenCiii  Dnr- 
vard— Topognphical  difficnltlea  connected  vith  Pleeais-lea-Toun. 

The  BQCcess  of  Peveril  does  not  eeem  to  have  been  so 
great  as  that  of  its  predecessors ;  and  it  will  be  seen  fVom 
the  following  letter  that  one  eminent  critic  had  begun  to 
entertain  doubts  of  the  continuance  of  Sir  Walter's  popu- 
larity.    Sydney  Smith  writes  as  follows  : — 

"FoSTOS,  York,  /any.  21,  1823. 
"  Deak  Sib, — A  good  novel,  but  not  so  good  as  either  of 
the  two  last,  and  not  good  enough  for  such  a  writer.  The 
next  must  be  better,  or  it  will  be  the  last.  There  is,  I 
see.  Flibbertigibbet  over  again.  Bridgenorth  is  not  new, 
Charles  is  the  best  done.  My  opinion  is  worth  but  little, 
but  I  am  always  sincere.  There  is  one  comfort,  however, 
iu  reading  Scotf  s  novels,  that  bis  worst  are  better  than 
what  are  called  the  successful  productions  of  other  per- 
sons. Many  thanks  for  your  kindness,  and  recollections 
of  me. — ^Touis  very  truly,  Sydsey  Smith." 

'Whatever  be  the  value  of  the  above  criticism,  public 
demand  continued  to  be  great,  and  the  author's  necessities 
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did  Dot  diminish.  IndicatioiiB  there  are,  and  I  shall  ere 
loDg  quote  Mr.  Lockhart  in  coiroboratioD  of  the  fact,  that 
my  father  would  have  been  well  pleased  coald  a  longer 
interval  have  been  obtained  between  the  dates  of  pabli- 
cation;  bnt  the  fertility  of  Scott's  imagination  and  the 
magical  swiftness  of  his  pen  were  quite  exceptional,  and 
some  fear  was  also  doubtless  entertained,  that  were  anj 
obstacle  interposed  which  he  himself  did  not  recc^nise 
and  appreciate,  he  might  again  leave  his  present  pub- 
lishers, and  find  a  ready  welcome  in  the  arms  which 
would  have  been  outstretched  on  all  aides  to  receive  him. 

Sir  Walter  himself  was  not  blind  to  the  possibili^  that 
a  time  might  come  when  it  should  be  necessary  for  him 
to  "  call  a  halt,"  as  will  be  seen  from  the  foUowii^  passage 
in  a  letter  &om  Mr.  Cadell  to  my  father,  dated  February  &, 
1833,  but  he  was  unwilling  to  intermit  his  labours  until 
he  feit  the  necessity  to  do  so.     Mr.  Cadell  writes : — 

"  Your  letter  to  Sir  Walter  (with  reference  to  Shake- 
speare) wants  one  or  two  most  important  clauses.  The 
first  is  as  to  his  name ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
except  we  have  his  name,  the  book  is  not  worth  paper 
and  print.  Without  it  copy-money  appears  out  of  the 
question.  All  the  books  with  bare  '  Abbotsford'  at  them 
leave  not  one  shilling  to  the  projectors.  I  am  the  more 
particular  about  this,  from  having  heard  that  he  does  not 
intend  giving  his  name, — nay  more,  has  some  intention  of 
keeping  an  interest  in  the  book.  The  next  clause  wanting 
is,  that  we  do  not  wish  this  contract  to  come  in  the  way 
of  the  engagements  already  contracted  for  with  Mr.  Ballan- 
tyue.     I  am  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
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hJB  coniinuiiig  od,  on,  on,  with  bis  vorks  of  fancy,  that 
dariog  the  lost  three  weeka,  TheNlD  I  hare  had  the  com* 
fort  of  aeeiiig  him  almost  every  day,  I  have  throughout 
encouraged  him  by  every  argument  I  could  think  of,  and 
he  has  taken  everything  1  said  with  great  apparent  satia- 
faction.  One  day  he  said — '  We  shall  have  to  call  a  holt 
some  day,  but  we  shall  ride  as  long  as  we  caa'  On  another 
day  he  said—'  I  am  wholly  against  any  hiatua  in  these 
works.  I  have  five  or  six  subjects  in  my  head,  and  were 
I  either  to  delay  in  bringing  them  out,  or  something  to 
intervene,  the  public  will  expect  a  finely  wrought  story, 
etc  etc.,  which  would  work  up  their  expectations,  and 
which  there  is  no  chance  of  their  being  gratified  in;  be- 
sides, some  other  person  may  8t«p  into  the  arena,  and  give 
me  a  heavy  oar  to  work  to  make  up  to  him  again.'  On 
anoHier  occasion  he  said — '  I  am  now  young  and  healthy 
and  strong ;  some  two  or  three  years  hence  it  is  hard  to 
say  how  I  may  be.' 

"  So  completely  is  this  my  own  opinion,  after  the  suc- 
cess of  Feveril  in  fiur  vols.,  and  at  two  gmntas,  that  I 
shall  do  everything  in  my  poor  power  to  accomplish  this 
to  us  most  desirable  end.  I  said  to  Sir  Walter,  one  of 
these  days, '  I  would  as  soon  stop  a  winning  horse  as  a 
successful  author,  with  the  public  in  his  favour.' 

"  It  is  our  interest  in  every  point  of  view  to  encourage 
him  on.  Vol.  l  of  the  new  is  well  on.  It  is  to  be  done  in 
March,  and  (thank  God  for  it !)  two  more  this  year.  He 
says  he  wants  to  write  up  his  engagements,  aud  we  should 
do  nothing  to  impede  them.  On  this  score  I  feel  so  firmly 
entrenched,  and  see  in  it  our  own  advantage  as  a  concern, 
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that  I  tell  yoa  fraakly  I  am  sorry  you  are  stirring  Shake- 
speare just  now.  Kely  on  thia,  Sir  Walter  will  consider 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  neglect ;  had  he  made  a  proposal, 
and  we  had  laid  it  aside,  he  might  have  thought  so.  I 
had  an  idea  that  the  success  of  Peveril,  and  the  "new 
grumbling  at  its  price  and  size,  etc.,  had  struck  you  in  the 
same  way  as  me,  and  that  you  had  resolved  to  be  quiet 
about  Shakespeare  for  a  little.  We  have  large  advances 
to  him  for  work  to  he  doju ;  so  soon  as  these  are  accom- 
plished, and  he  living  and  well,  then  Shakespeare  might  do. 

"  Do  not,  however,  suppose  that  I  am  against  getting, 
from  Sir  Walter,  Shakespeare,  and  whatever  more  we  can. 
I  only  want  our  own  interest  consulted,  in  getting  back 
our  money  advanced  as  fast  as  possible,  and  I  shall  leave 
no  exertion  unmade  to  get  out  the  works  of  fancy. 
Shakespeare,  if  published  to-morrow,  would  only  produce 
some  £5000  at  from  12  to  36  or  i8  months'  credit,  and 
no  gain,  while  one  book  of  three  vols,  will  produce  nearly 
£10,000,  and  great  gain,  and  it  is  this  we  i<equire. 

"  Such  a  clause  as  the  following  might  do : — '  We  make 
this  proposal  under  the  distinot  provision  that  the  work 
is  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  name,  Perhaps  we  may  not 
announce  it  till  the  whole  nine  vols,  are  considerably  ad- 
vanced, or  near  completion,  but  this  we  can  regulate  so  as 
to  be  agreeable  to  you.'  Again, — 'We  think  it  right  also 
to  state  that  this  arrangement  is  not  considered  by  us  as 
entitled  to  come  in  the  way  of  any  of  the  contracts  made 
with  Mr.  James  Ballautyne,  but  to  proceed  with  the  speed 
your  other  engagements  allow  you  to  give  to  it' 

"  Without  his  name  the  undertaking  appears  to  me 
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wholly  oat  of  the  qnestioD.  Piay,  obBerve  this  :  I  am 
not  against  this  book ;  I  am  ooly  f^ainst  it  withoui  Sir 
Walter's  name,  and  ^^net  it  comii^  in  the  way  of  more 
important  nadertakinga.    If  he  lives  we  shall  get  Shake- 


The  earliest  su^eation  of  a  "  Scott "  Shakespeare  had 
lieeiL  made  by  my  father,  in  his  letter  from  Castlebeare 
Park,  of  February  16,  1822,  and  appears  to  have  been 
renewed  from  time  to  time  in  personal  interviews.  The 
following  letters  on  the  subject  will  be  read  with  interest 
in  sequence.  Three  volumes  of  the  edition  were  completed 
before  die  sad  crisis  in  1626,  but  then  laid  aside ;  and  ulti- 
mately, I  have  been  told,  t?ie  theets  were  sold  in  London  as 
waste  paper!  It  is  even  doubted  whether  one  copy  be 
now  in  existence. 

Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Mr  Constahle. 

"ABBovarOKD,  I9lh  October  1822. 

"Deak  Cokstable, — I  have  been  thinking,  ever  since 
you  left  me,  of  your  literary  projects.  The  Foema  I  can- 
not bring  my  mind  to.  My  own  &shion  of  poetry  is  at 
present,  from  various  imitations  and  other  dicumstances, 
rather  out  of  the  mode,  and  were  I  to  adopt  another,  men 
would  say  that  I  had  succeeded  ill,  because  it  was  not  in 
my  own  taste ;  for  the  present,  therefore,  this  is  out  of 
the  question,  though  should  I  see  an  opening  I  have 
not  entirely  renounced  the  Muses. 

"  The  Shakespeare  plan  I  like  much  better,  and  coold 
conduct  it  without  interfering  with  other  engagements, 
since  I  could  have  Lockhart's  powerful  assistance  as  to 

VOL,  in.  Q 
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Philology,  in  whicli  he  is  very  perfectly  ekiUed — as  mudi, 
indeed,  as  any  one  I  ever  knew.  But  there  is  this  grest 
objection.  If  I  am  to  give  my  name  to  euch  a  work, 
people  would  expect  that  there  should  be  something  added 
to  the  mass  of  information  already  heaped  t<^ther  on  the 
subject,  and  would  be  disappointed  when  they  found  I  had 
only  performed  the  hnmble  but  very  useful  task  of  con- 
densing the  information  previously  collected,  reb«uc^ii^ 
the  notes  to  a  reasonable  compass,  and  making,  I  sbonld 
hope,  a  very  useful  popular  edition.  The  only  novelty  I 
could  give  would  be  by  availing  myself  of  the  various 
foreign  commentators  who  have  now  exercised  their  in- 
genuity upon  Shakespeare,  and  many, — as  Schlegel  par- 
ticularly, with  considerable  success.  Still  this  would  not 
give  much  novelty,  and  I  fear  the  public  would  form 
erroneous  views  of  the  purpose  of  such  an  edition,  and 
would  of  course  be  disappointed. 

"  I  have  always  observed  that  few  things  ore  more 
against  a  work  than  any  extravagance  of  expectation  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  prevent 
that  from  being  excited  where  an  author  of  some  name 
seta  about  such  a  task  as  you  propose.  On  the  other 
hand,  without  a  name,  the  book  might  never  take  ground 
at  all  I  have  the  matter  veiy  sincerely  at  heart ;  it  oould 
go  on  slowly  (for  &st  it  could  not  proceed),  and  would 
scarce  interfere  with  other  things,  for  that  sort  of  labour 
is  rather  an  amusement  to  me  as  otherwise.  Perhaps  if  I 
were  to  bring  a  play  or  two  by  way  of  experiment,  you 
could  better  judge  what  was  like  to  come  of  it  I  have 
most  of  the  books  that  would  be  neoeBsaiy,  for  the  old 
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editions  have  been  all  ransacked,  aod  the  ordinary  vari- 
orum editions  mention  the  varieties  of  the  text,  so  as  to 
make  collation  in  most  cases  unnecessary.  No  doubt  a 
most  popnlai  book  might  be  made  by  putting  the  notes 
into  an  entertaining  and  popular  shape,  and  with  my  son 
Lockhart^B  assistance  for  the  fa^  I  would  have  great 
pleasure  in  doing  it.  But  on  both  onr  accounts  I  am 
much  staggered  by  the  objection  which  I  state  to  yon. 
Were  that  out  of  the  way  I  have  little  doubt  upon  other 
points,  for  really  sach  a  work  is  peculiarly  wanted.  You 
may  consider  all  this  in  your  own  mind,  and  let  me  hear 
from  yon  at  leisure,  for  there  is  nothing  presses  on  the 
subject,  as  it  would  take  two  or  three  years  to  bring  out 
such  a  book  creditably. 

"  I  hope  this  will  find  you  continuing  on  the  mending 
hand,  and  taking  care  of  yourself  I  am  now  near  coming 
to  Edinburgh,  and  shall  take  leave  of  this  place  with  more 
than  my  usual  regret — Tours  very  truly, 

"  Waltee  Scott." 

Mb.  Constable  to  Sm  Waltee  Scott. 

■■  Febnary  1S2S. 

"  Deab  Snt  Walteb, — Although  1  have  not  had  the  plea- 
sure of  communicating  with  you  since  receipt  of  your  letter 
in  October  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  projected  edition  of 
Shakespeare,  yet  it  has  had  a  good  deal  of  my  tbouf^ts, 
and  my  anxious  wish  to  see  such  a  work  executed  con^ 
tiunes  unabated.  Of  the  safety  of  the  undertaking  to  tbe 
bookseller  there  cannotv  I  think,  be  any  question,  and  in 
the  hope  that  the  terms  and  plan  which  have  occurred  to 
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me  may  merit  your  furtber  considBTfttion,  I  would  now 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  lay  tbem  before  you. 

The  work  which  I  would  propose  should  be  limited  to 
ten  vols.  8vo,  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  specimen  which 
I  cow  enclose ;  the  type  being  the  same  as  that  used  for 
the  edition  termed  Ballantyne's  Shakeepeate.  The  pro- 
portions which  the  notes  bear  to  the  text  would,  at  my 
rate  of  calculation,  be  less  than  one-third  and  more  than 
one-fourth, 

"  Suppose  the  work  extended  to  ten  vols.,  say  voL  L  in- 
troductory matter,  34  sheets,  or  544  p^ea. 

"  Thus  the  introductory  matter  and  text  might  be  said 
to  consist  of  eight  vols. 

"  Two  volumes  of  notes  interspersed  throtigb  the  pages 
would  extend  the  whole  to  ten  vols, 

"  The  notes  being  printed  on  a  smaller  type  than  the 
text,  and  the  average  in  each  page  reckoned  at  eleven  lines, 
occupying  the  space  of  nine  lines  of  text,  being  exactly 
one-fourth  of  what  would  be  contained  in  each  page  of  the 
seven  vols,  of  text  as  above  estimated,  it  is  apprehended 
there  might  besides  be  suflScient  space  at  the  end  of  the 
tenth  vol  for  the  Poems  of  Shakespeare. 

"  These  are  professional  details,  but  they  are  necessary 
to  be  kept  in  view  at  commencing  such  an  undertaking. 
I  am  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  impossibility  of  a  uniformity 
of  extent  of  notes,  some  of  the  plays  of  Khakespeare  ad- 
mitting of  more  and  some  of  less  illustration,  but  it  is  con- 
ceived that  the  accompanyii^  eight  pages  might  be  taken 
as  a  fair  specimen  of  the  general  appearance  of  the  whole. 

"  Such  a  work  I  am  aware  would  require  some  time  to 
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execute,  but  with  Mr.  Lockharfs  powerful  aaeifitance  ia 
the  notes,  I  thiuk  jow  would  together  not  find  much 
dif&culty  in  overtaking  it  within  a  reasonable  period — 
6ay  two  yeara  after  it  was  begun.  The  introductoiy  voL 
would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  the  last  printed.  As  to 
terms,  I  would  submit  the  following  to  your  considera- 
tion : — Suppose  the  copyright  estimated  at  Two  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds — that  we  pay  One  hundred  pounds 
at  a  period  to  be  agreed  on  after  the  completion  at  press 
of  each  of  the  last  nine  vols.,  and  One  hundred  pounds 
for  books  and  incidents  as  required,  the  balance  of  Fifteen 
hundred  pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  conclusion,  at  dates  to 
be  fixed. 

"  Having  stated  formerly  my  ideas  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  edition  of  Shakespeare  proposed,  I  need  not  again  re- 
peat them,  or  presume  to  offer  my  opinion  farther  as  to 
the  literary  mode  of  its  execution.  It  will  give  Toa  much 
pleasure  to  find  you  favourably  disposed  to  the  arrange- 
ments suggested  in  this  letter. — And  I  am  with  the 
utmost  respect,  dear  Sir  Walter,  your  obliged  and  &ithful 
servant, 

"  F.S. — I  wonld  limit  the  first  edition  to  1250,  and  not 
to  exceed  ICOO  copies,  without  any  embellishment,  ex- 
cepting, perhaps,  a  portrait  of  Shakespeare.  I  have  a 
curiosity  to  show  you — an  old  key  from  Shakeapeare'e 
house  at  Stratford- upon- A  von;  its  authenticity  is  vouched 
in  a  manner  I  Uiink  to  satisfy  the  most  scrupulous 
antiquary."  ^ 

1  Thi«  key  ia  now  in  tbe  MtiMttni  of  The  Society  of  AntiqnuieB. 
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Mr.  Locehabt  to  Mb.  Cohstaslb. 

"AxBOTSiosD,  Moadag,  April  28,  1S23. 

"  Mt  dear  Sir, — I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  conver- 
aation  with  Sir  Walter  Scott  about  the  Shakespeare, 
and  I  believe  there  will  be  no  difficulty  to  the  plan 
started  by  either  of  aa,  in  case  you  have  quite  made 
up  your  mind.  It  ia  indeed  quite  impossible  that  any- 
thing should  be  handsomer  than  your  proposed  arrange- 
tnents,  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  honestly  believe  you 
are  the  only  bookseller  the  world  ever  saw  that  was 
capable  of  conceiving  and  executing  such  schemes.  Long 
may  you  bath  coaceive  and  execute ! 

"As  we  shall  all  be  in  town  so  soon,  it  was  perhaps 
scarcely  worth  while  to  write  at  present,  but  I  thought 
it  was  a  pity  you  should  loee  any  time,  in  case  you  had 
any  anangements  of  other  sorts  that  might  by  possibility 
cross  or  conflict  with  this  matter. 

"  X  should  be  happy  if  you  would  order  ^  ^V7  ^^ 
Johnson's  and  Steevens's  to  be  interleaved  with  quarto 
paper,  for  I  think  that  will  he  the  likeliest  way  for  Sir 
Walter  to  read  over  and  add  to  my  notes,  without  too 
much  trouble ;  and  I  should  think  that  a  considerable 
part  of  the  Plays  might  be  put  into  order  by  the  be- 
ginning of  the  winter. 

"  The  Baronet  and  all  the  family  here  are  as  well  as 
possible.  My  httle  boy  has  apparently  quite  got  out  of 
his  influenza.  Mrs.  Lockhart,  who  sits  l^  me,  sends  her 
compliments. — Yours  veiy  eincerely, 

"J.  G.  LOCKHABT," 
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Mb.  Gadbll  to  Sib  Walteb  Scott. 

"  nOt  Harch  1624. 

"My  dkae  Sib  Walter,— I  take  the  opportuni^  of 
this  paroel  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  subject  which  Mr. 
Ballantyne  mentioned  to  me  shortly  before  he  left  this 
for  London ;  that  subject  is  Mr.  Constable's  projected 
edition  of  Shakespeare. 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  fVankly  that  so  far 
&om  being  averse,  I  am  throi^hout  friendly  to  the 
scheme,  provided  that  your  other  and  more  valuable 
avocations  were  not  impeded  by  it.  With  the  plan, 
however,  of  Mr.  Lookhart  taking  the  work,  and  your 
hand  having  the  introductory  volume  only  to  do  at  your 
own  time,  and  while  the  press  ia  occupied  with  vol 
second  and  its  sucoessors,  the  undertaking  cannot  be 
too  soon  commenced,  and  you  have  only  to  state  to  me 
your  own  views,  to  meet  the  most  prompt  concurrence 
on  my  part 

"What  I  mean  I  may  perhaps  explain  better  by 
stating  that  you  have  only  to  mention  your  own  ideas 
as  to  the  time  at  which,  with  perfect  convenience  and 
comfort  to  yourself,  you  could  have  the  volume  about 
Shakespeare  ready  for  the  printer. 

"  I  would  next  aak  when  Mr.  Lockhart  can  go  to 
press  with  ease  to  himself 

"  What  remains  with  respect  to  the  mechanical  part 
I  shall  give  every  attention  to|  but  pray  obhge  me  by 
believing  I  would  not  wish  certain  works  stopped  one 
day  t^  this  andertoking.    If  it  could  be  so  managed  as 
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to  appear  in  the  winter  of  1624-2S   it  would  be  well, 
but  you  must  decide  thie. — I  lemain,  etc., 

"  Robert  CadelLj/ot  A.  C.  and  Co." 

Quentiu  Durward  was  already  beguD,  but  Sir  Walter's 
progress  in  the  composition  of  it  vaa  retarded  by  the 
dif&culty  of  procuring  accurate  geographical  and  statis- 
tical information.  He  wrote  as  follows  to  my  father  od 
the  18th  December  1632  : — 


"My  dear  Constable, — Books  of  history  help  me 
little,  except  Gommines.  I  think  there  must  be  some 
description  of  the  village  and  castle  of  Plessis-les-Touis 
in  some  of  the  numerous  works,  or  in  some  of  the  old 
gec^raphical  and  statistical  accounts  of  France.  There 
are  '  D^ces  de  la  France,'  and  hooks  of  that  kind.  If 
you  will  send  your  porter  before  dinoer  to-day,  I  will 
return  the  books  you  kindly  sent  me.  It  is  topography 
that  I  would  fain  be  at  Hamilton's  illness  has  impeded 
matters  much.  I  have  had  three  long  Interlocutors  of 
full  about  16  pages  each,  to  write  with  my  own  hand ; 
notwithstanding  I  will,  I  hope,  be  done  on  Wednesday  aa 
I  proposed. — ^Yours  truly,  Walter  Scott." 

With  reference  to  the  same  novel  my  father  writes  : — 

"  Pake  Pi.acr,  22d  Januanf  I82S. 

"  I  am  sorry  I  have  been  uneuccessfnl  in  my  inquiries 

after  '  the  Plans  or  Views ; '  there  is  no  work  of  the  kind 

in  any  of  the  libraries  here,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 

get  such  in  London,  where  I  employed  a  very  intelligent 
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person  for  the  purpose  ;  this,  I  think,  is  somewhat  singu- 
lar, but  so  it  is. 

"  In  Gough's  BiMiotheca  Topographica  Britannwa  there 
is,  among  many  very  ciirious  articles,  the  Memoirs  of  Sir 
John  Ha«kwoo<],  on  English  archer,  about  the  period  you 
mentioned,  and  vho  made  some  f^ure  in  tha  French 
vara  ;  perhaps  you  might  wish  to  see  it.  This  collection 
of  Goi^h's  is  in  B  good  many  volumes,  and  must  be  in 
the  Advocates'  Library.  I  am  uncertain  of  the  volume 
which  contains  Hawkwood,  but  I  can  examine  the  book, 
and  borrow  it  if  ^reeable  to  you." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  Cabtlk  Stkxbt,  Thursday,  23d  January  1823.    ' 

"  Mt  dear  Constable, — It  is  a  vile  place  this  village  of 
Plessis-les-Touis,  that  can  baffle  both  yon  and  me.  It  is  a 
place  famous  in  history,  and  moreover  is,  as  your  Gazetteer 
assures  us,  a  village  of  1000  inhabitants;  yet  I  have  not 
found  it  in  any  map,  provincial  or  general,  which  I  have 
consulted.  I  think  something  must  be  found  in  Malte- 
Brun's  geographical  works.  I  have  also  su^ested  to  Mr. 
Gadell  that  Wraxall's  History  of  France,  or  his  Travels, 
may  probably  help  as ;  iQ  the  meantime  I  am  getting  on, 
and  instead  of  description  holding  the  place  of  sense,  I 
mast  try  to  make  such  sense  as  I  can  find  hold  the  place 
of  description. 

"  I  send  the  very  curious  account  of  Scotland,  which  I 
take  to  be  unique.  I  also  return  History  of  Buccaneers, 
2  vols.,  belonging  to  Mr.  David. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  when  our  colds  permit  us  to  meet. 
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"I  knew  Hawkwood'a  Btoiy.  He  was  origmally,  I 
believe,  a  tailor  in  London,  and  became  a  noted  leader  ot 
condottieri  in  Italy. 

"  I  Till  be  obliged  to  Mr,  David  to  get  from  the  Library, 
and  send  me,  the  lai^  copy  of  Philip  de  Commines,  in 
4to.  I  returned  it,  intending  to  bring  mine  from  Abbots- 
foid,  but  left  it  in  my  hurry,  and  the  author  is  the  very 
key  to  my  period.  I  am  delighted  all  ia  going  on  so  weU. 
Yours  very  sincerely,  Waltbe  Scott." 
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Article  "  Bomanoe"  In  Ene7clapBdl&— Letter  tiola  EMt  Walter,  with  gift  uf 
Uaonsoripta,  uid  my  tkther'i  reply  In  acknowledgment — First  snggestion 
of  Magtwnt  Opw«— Eeath  of  Mr.  ThomM  Seott— Dialogue  on  Popular 
SnpentitiDna— Letter  from  my  Father— The  Cnise  ol  Scotlaad— Unionc- 
tioned  drunatizlng  of  WiTnrlsy  Novels— Letter*  from  Sir  Walter  Scott 
tm  Tariniu  ■nbjenta—Qnentia  Dnrwatd  "  frostbitten  "—Sir  Walter  Bcott 
and  Hr.  Loekhart  an  the  qneation  of  longer  interralg — "The  Boglea" 
— PnbllcatloD  of  QneDtin  Durward — Hr.  Cadell  quote*  ■  note  from  Sir 
Walter  Soott  to  Mr.  Ballantyne,  and  givea  hi*  own  view*  aa  to  the  htnn. 


At  no  period  of  their  intetcouise  does  theie  appear  to 
have  existed  a  kindlier  feeling  between  Sir  Waiter  and 
mj  father  than  at  this  time.  It  was  on  the  10th  March 
1323  that  he  wrote  the  following  letter,  presenting  to  his 
pabliaher  the  original  hss.  of  all  his  works  which  were 
then  in  his  possession.  The  '  Bomance'  alluded  to  in  the 
coacluding  sentence  is  the  essay  on  that  subject  which 
Sir  Walter  contributed  to  the  Supplement  of  thb  Encyclo- 
pcedia  Britannioa : — 

"Oastu  Stbxbt,  km  March  1823. 
"  Deae  Constable, — ^You  who  have  so  richly  endowed 
my  little  oollectioD  cannot  refuse  me  the  pleasure  of  add- 
ing to  yonrs.  I  h^  your  acceptance  of  a  parcel  of  hss. 
which  I  know  your  partialities  will  give  more  value  to 
than  they  deserve,  and  <Hily  annex  the  condition  that  they 
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ahaH  be  acrupnloosly  concealed  during  the  authoi^s  life, 
and  only  made  fortlicommg  wlieti  it  may  be  necessary  to 
assert  his  right  to  be  accounted  the  writer  of  these  novels. 

"I  enclose  a  note  to  Mr.  Gnthrie  "Wri^t,  who  will 
deliver  to  you  some  of  them  which  were  in  poor  Lord 
Eiunedder'a  possession ;  and  I  will  send  some  from  Ab- 
botsford,  which  will,  I  think,  nearly  complete  the  whole, 
though  there  may  be  some  missing  leaves. 

"  I  will  set  about  the  Bomance  immediately,  which  will 
zelieve  my  other  labours.  I  hope  you  are  not  the  worse 
of  our  very  merry  party  yesterday. — Touts  truly. 

"  Walter  Scott." 

The  original  of  this  valuable  letter  lay  long  in  the  hands 
of  the  late  Mr.  Cormack,  S.9.C,,  to  whom  it  had  been 
intrusted  for  purposes  connected  with  the  bankruptcy  of 
my  father's  house.  In  a  letter  of  September  29,  1829, 
Mr.  Cormack  wrote  to  my  brother  David,  with  reference 
to  the  document : — "  I  shall  take  care  that  Sir  Walter 
Scott's  letter  is  preserved  for  you."  The  letter  was  seen 
by  me  some  years  ago  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cormack, 
but  since  his  death  it  has  mysteriously  disappeared ;  and 
I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  request  that  any  person 
into  whose  hands  it  may  fall  will  kindly  restore  it  to 
myself,  who  claim  to  be  its  legal  owner,  intimating  at  the 
same  time  that  I  shall  gladly  reward  my  benefactor  with 
another  autt^raph  letter  of  the  distinguished  writer,  or  by 
a  handsome  gratuity. 

On  t^e  envelope  of  the  above  letter  my  father  wrote 
— "  The  most  kind  and  valuable  letter  I  ever  received," 
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and  on  the  25Ui  March  ]823  he  wrote  the  following 
reply  :— 

"  Deab  Sir  Walter, — I  need  not  attempt  to  ezpiees 
how  much  I  feel  giatified  hy  yoar  veiy  kind  letter  of  the 
lOth  inst,  accompanying  maQuscripts*  to  which  it  refers. 
I  have  since  received  the  additional  parcel  &om  Abbots- 
ford,  and  I  'am  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  those 
which  were  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Kiunedder.  I  shall 
have  great  pride  in  preserving  these  invaluable  treasures 
as  memorials  of  your  liberality  and  confidence ;  indeed, 
the  gift  is  such  as  you  only  coold  bestow, — and,  you  will 
forgive  me  for  adding,  such  as  yourself  only  would  have 
made.  The  whole  shall  be  carefidly  arranged  with  my 
own  hand,  and  be  forthcomii^  when  required. 

"The  possession  of  these  inestimable  originals  has 
occasioned  me  some  anticipations  as  to  what  may  happen 
at  a  fatnre  day  ;  for  it  need  not  be  disguised  that  there 
has  been  nothing  produced  in  llie  literaiy  world  at  any 
period,  about  which  there  will  be  hereafter  so  much  said, 
written,  and  published,  as  the  works  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley.  There  will  be  attempts  at  illustrations,  etc., 
notes  of  all  sorts,  kinds,  and  descriptions,  fuU  of  absur- 
dities and  blunders ; — and  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  author 
only  who  could  do  anything  at  all  acceptable  in  the  way 
of  genuine  Ulustration.  The  characters,  incidents,  and 
descriptions  in  which  aU  of  them  so  fully  abound  have 
either  originated  in  what  may  be  termed  reality,  or  are 
drawn  from  sources  but  little  known.     I  would  respect- 

1  A  lut  n[  theM  will  be  fonnd  ftt  pttgs  442  of  tbe  [iTeMiit  Tolnine. 
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fullj  snbmit  this  to  yoa  as  a  ptoject  for  consideration  ; 
and  if  you  vill  permit  me,  I  shall  have  a  set  of  all  the 
Tales,  Novels,  and  Bomauces  interleaved,  and  neatly  done 
np,  to  be  placed  in  a  suitable  cabinet  in  your  private 
study,  or  wherever  you  may  think  proper. 

"  I  am  taking  a  great  liberty  in  these  su^stions,  but 
yQU  receive  everything  from  me  with  so  much  kindnesa 
that  I  cannot  resist  them.  It  might  perhaps  amuse  yoa 
in  your  leisure  to  renew  your  acquaintance  with  Flora 
Mac-Ivor,  the  Laird  of  Balmawhapple,  my  friend  Dnmbie- 
dykes,  and  our  other  recorded  worthies.  The  book  so 
Ulustrated  would  be  a  valuable  present  to  posterity,  but 
would  probably  only  be  available  as  literary  property  at  a 
distant  day. 

"  I  have  read  the  first  volume  of  Quentin  Durward  with 
great  delight,  and  it  will  please  the  numerous  admireiB  of 
all  that  has  gone  before  it  If  the  three  vols,  could  be  got 
ready  next  month,  the  work  would  appear  in  London  in 
the  full  season,  and  I  should  be  on  the  spot,  and  have  the 
pleasure  of  witnessing  its  reception,  as  I  propose  going 
south  next  week.  I  expect  the  journey  will  do  my  health 
good,  and  there  are  some  matters  of  business  in  prospect 
over  which  I  am  desirous  of  having  a  superintending  eye. 
I  shall  limit  the  objects  of  my  visit,  as  I  am  not  fit  for 
hustle  as  formerly ;  and  I  hope  to  return  home  about  the 
banning  of  May.  I  trust  yoa  will  have  some  commands 
for  me,  and  if  Lady  Scott  has  any  commissions  it  will  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  execute  them. 

"  I  forwarded  the  letter  to  Miss  Edgar  with  my  best 
compliments,  and  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  promote  the  sub- 
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scriptioii  for  her  Poems.     I  have  seen  Major  M 

freqneDtly,  hot  I  fear  I  must  dissuade  him  from  reprinting 
Chia-zica, — he  la  a  modest  man,  but  a  determined  poet ; 
and  I  have  prevailed  with  Mias  Croom  to  remain  in 
Limerick  for  the  piesemt. 

"  A  complete  set  of  honest  John  Nichols'  literary  anec- 
dotes shall  be  sent  you.  The  variorvmi  Classics  may  as 
well,  I  suppose,  remain  here  till  the  library  is  ready  at 
Abbotsford.  I  lately  met  with  an  article  of  considerable 
rarity — a  pack  of  playing-cards,  fifty-four  in  number,  with 
the  arms  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland  engraved  upon  them  by 
Walter  Scott,  goldsmith  in  Edinbnigh,  1691.  I  had  seen 
a  card  a  great  many  years  ago,  and  never  expected  to 
meet  with  a  perfect  set  of  them.  I  am  making  inquiry  as 
to  Walter  Scott,  and  I  shall  ere  long  have  the  pleasure  of 
o£fermg  you  the  cards,  and  at  the  same  time  the  par- 
ticulars of  anything  I  may  learn  respecting  him. — I  am, 
etc,  Abchd.  Constable." 

In  this  letter  from  my  father  we  have  the  earliest  eug- 
geation  of  the  annotated  edition  of  Sir  Walter  Scotf  s 
worka,  that  ojyus  magnvm  as  it  has  been  jnstly  called, 
which  proved,  as  the  great  man  himself  anticipated,  "  a 
mine  of  wealth  for  his  creditors,"  enabling  him  to  leave 
the  world  the  grand  moral  example  of  an  intellectual  hero 
labouring  successfully  for  the  extinction  of  pecuniary 
claims  which  neither  law  nor  justice  would  otherwise 
have  demanded.  In  his  diary  of  Januaiy  19th,  1826,^  he 
alladea  to  this  gieat  scheme  as  being  my  other's  sngges- 

'  3m  Life,  voL  vi.  p.  193. 
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tiou,  but  in  December  17,  1627,  in  forgetfalness  of  the 
letter  just  quoted,  he  'writes  dT  it  aa  "  Cadell's  plan," '  and 
Mr.  Lockhart  seems  also  to  have  r^arded  it  as  such ;  * 
but  Bfi  Mr.  Cadell  was  privileged  to  reap  die  solid  iraits 
of  the  undertaking,  I  ma;  be  pardoned  if  I  eeek  to  vindi- 
cate foi  my  father  any  praise  tJiat  may  be  due  to  the 
original  suggester. 

"  ABBonroKO,  26A  Jfareh  1883. 

"  Deae  Constablk,--!  had  your  kind  letter  to-day.  I 
have  been  something  disconcerted  by  the  melancholy 
tidings  of  my  poor  brother  Tom's  death.  When  you  are 
separated  &om  the  only  human  being  to  whom  the  events 
of  your  early  youth'  and  boyhood  can  have  a  mutual 
interest,  it  is  fm  uncommonly  bitter  recollection.  Be- 
sides, thoiigh  differing  iu  many  respects,  we  always  main- 
tained a  sincere  regard  for  each  other ;  and  though  I  had 
long  laid  my  account  with  mj  never  seeing  him  again, 
yet  the  stroke  which  has  rendered  it  impossible  has  its 
own  proper  pain.  ...  He  was  completely  possessed  of 
his  mind  to  the  last,  and  died  like  a  man,  firmly  and 
quietly,  his  last  hours  employed  iu  comforting  his 
family. 

"I  have  no  doubt — to  come  to  other  matters — tbat^ 
with  corresponding  exertion  on  the  part  of  our  fat  friend, 
Durward  will  be  out  in  the  time  you  mention,  the  third 
volume  as  well ;  and  Dothing  relieves  the  heartache  like  a 
little  task-work. 

"  I  am  thinking  of  a  thing  in  the  way  of  a  super- 
numerary exertion,  which  is,  revising  and  putting  together 

»  See  Life,  toL  tu.  p.  »4.  » Ibid.  p.  97. 
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what  I  hftTfl  had  by  me  foi  some  years — a  dialogue  on 
Popular  SupeTstitions.  An  essay  vos  read  on  this  suV 
ject  in  the  Boyal  Socie^,  which  pnt  me  in  mind  that  I 
had  some  sheets  on  the  subject.  There  are  a  good  many 
natTatives  in  the  vork,  and  the  whole  is  at  the  fireside ; 
still  yon  may  believe  I  do  not  mean  '  Enguirens  Pkil- 
aUthei '  kind  of  speakers ;  but  when  I  say  a  dialogue  I 
mean  a  conversation  among  persons  enstaining  different 
characters,  and  illustrating  their  opinions  according  to 
these  choracteia  I  have  a  notion  such  a  thing  as  this 
might  help  my  getting  Walter  on  full-pay  as  lieutenant, 
which  I  am  now  negotiating.  I  shoold  wish  the  work  to 
be  strictly  aoonymons,  and  beg  your  opinion  as  to  the  form, 
and  80  forth.  I  presume  Mis.  Constable  goes  to  the 
south  with  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  take  Abbotsford  on 
your  way,  and  spend  a  day  or  two  with  us,  which  will 
give  Lady  Scott  and  me  great  pleasure,  besides  giving  us 
an  opportunity  of  talkiug  over  old  scores  and  new  plans. 
I  am  not  engaged,  except  irom  the  2d  April  to  the  5th, 
inclusive,  when  the  Circuit  coines  in  the  way ;  pray  think 
of  this.  I  am  most  extremely  interested  in  the  pack  of 
cards,  and  my  namesake  who  published  them.  It  is  odd 
that,  living  just  at  the  time  of  Satchel,  he  should  have 
escaped  that  worthy  enumerator  of  the  right  honourable 
and  rough  clan. 

"  One  thing  I  am  extremely  curious  to  know :  whose 
■rms  are  upon  the  Nine  of  Diamonds  ?  I  think  that  cir- 
cumstance will  ascertain,  what  I  never  heard  well  ac- 
counted for,  namely,  why  the  card  is  called  the  Curse  of 
Scotland. 

TOU  IlL  B 
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"  It  is  generally  supposed  to  refer  to  I^rd  Sbiir,  prin- 
cipal ageDt  in  bringing  about  the  Union.  If  it  beats  his 
arme  it  proves  the  fact  Fray  write  to  me  to  let  me  know 
this. 

"  Stave  off  poor  Chin-zica  if  yon  can.  I  do  not,  femi 
my  recollections,  think  it  will  do ;  it  is  only  leading  the 
gentleman,  otherwise  a  man  of  sense  and  perhaps  accom- 
plishment, into  an  idle  delusion. — Dear  Constable,  yonis 
truly,  Walteb  Soora. 

"  I  open  my  letter  again  to  say  that  I  think  your  inter- 
leaved copy  of  the  Novels  would  frighten ;  such  notes  as 
are  worth  making  I  will  either  write  in  my  memoirs  <^ 
my  own  life  and  literary  history,  or  in  a  separate  blank- 
paper  book.  In  the  former  work  I  have  made  some  pro- 
gress, and  the  paper  hooka  shall  be  yours  if  I  go  before 
you  There  ia  hut  little  cnrions  in  the  onUines  given  of 
the  Tales  of  My  landlord ;  only  one  letter  I  have  some- 
where, remarkably  well  written,  but  anonymous,  snggeat- 
ing,  and  indeed  narrating,  tiie  outlines  of  Jeanie  Deans 
and  her  quiet,  unpretending  heroism  The  fiu:ts  are  real, 
and  scene  and  place  (I  think  Dundiennan,  near  Dumfries) 
are  mentioned. 

Mr.  Cokbtable  to  Sm  Walteb  Scott. 

■'  3M  Martk  1823. 
"  Deah  Sm  Waltee, — It  was  with  much  rt^ret  I  received 
the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  your  brother,  Mr.  Tbranas 
Scott,  He  possessed  excellent  talents  and  great  goodness 
of  heart,  which,  with  other  advantages,  promised  to  h«ve 
done  much  for  his  advancement  in  life ;  but  his  lot  was 
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not  an  tmconuuon  one.  He  vas  a  firm  friend  of  mine  at 
an  eaily  period  of  m;  career.  ...  I  am  very  bapj^  to 
find  70U  intend  publishing  a  volume  on  tbe  Popular 
Superstitions,  which  I  know  has  long  been  a  favourite 
subject  of  70UTB.  The  text,  I  suppose,  will  be  illustrated 
by  narratives  and  notes.  I  would  suggest  making  it  a 
post  8vo  volume  in  rather  a  better  style  of  printing  than 
Ivaoboe,  eta,  and,  if  agreeable  to  you,  we  shall  be  happy 
to  consider  the  anm  of  £600  for  the  copyright  at  your 
command,  at  any  date  to  be  mutually  airanged,  to  meet 
the  object  which  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  bear  you 
have  in  view  for  the  disposal  of  it  A  volume  baa  just 
appeared  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Grant  Stewart,  of  which  a 
copy  shall  be  sent  yon  by  first  opporttmity,  and  Dr.  Hib- 
bert  ia  printing  an  amplified  edition  of  the  essay  read 
before  the  Koyal  Society ;  the  subject  is  thus  likely  to 
attract  considerable  notice.  I  shall  request  Mr.  Ballautyne 
to  be  prepared  for  your  work  whenever  you  may  find  it 
convenient  to  send  manuscript,  and  it  shall  be  brought 
out  strictly  anonymously. 

"  I  have  looked  at  the  Kine  of  Diamonds,  which  urn- 
tains  the  arms  of  the  Earls  of  Boxbuighe,  Kellie,  and 
Haddii^;ton,  who,  I  believe,  were  acaithless  noblemen  of 
their  day.  I  expected  to  find  it  contain  those  of  Viscount 
Stair.  The  Nine  of  Diamonds  is  universally  called  the 
Curse  of  Scotland.  I  remember  hearing  from  Geotge 
Faton,  a  number  of  years  ago,  that  this  card  had  been  so 
named  from  one  of  them  having  been  used  for  the  order 
to  massacre  the  Hacdonalds  of  Glencoe  in  the  year  1692, 
which  took  place  the  year  following  the  publication  of  the 
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Ooldsmith'a  Carda.  I  am  not  sure  bnt  the  circamstaQce 
is  noticed  in  some  of  the  pamphlets  which  appeared  at 
the  time ;  at  all  events,  I  think  ve  may  conclude  that  it 
would  be  one  of  the  Peers'  cards  that  would  be  at  hand 
and  used  on  the  occasion.  There  is  a  game  often  played 
by  young  folks  called  Pope ;  the  Kine  of  Diamonds  stands 
for  Pope  Joan,  and  takes  all ;  but  this,  of  course,  is  known 
to  you,  and  whether  it  can  hare  an  allusion  to  any  event 
in  our  history.  I  would  hare  sent  the  pack  to  you  at 
once,  but  delay  a  few  days  till  a  suitalde  case  is  made  for 
them.  I  daresay  a  set  of  them  is  nowhere  else  to  be 
found.  I  am  surprised  Satchel  took  no  notice  of  his 
namesake,  but  perhaps  the  Edinburgh  citizen  bad  not 
come  into  vogue  when  the  old  soldier  dictated  his  metrical 
history  of  the  dan. 

"We  might  now,  if  agreeable  to  you,  announce  Durvaid 
(I  am  rather  partial  to  '  Qnentin  Ihtrwaid,'  it  reminds  one 
of  Ouy  Mannering)  ;  indeed,  it  might  be  uaefiil  to  do  so 
without  delay.  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  throwing  out 
rtiia  hint. 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  the  dramatic  pieces  which 
have  lately  come  out  in  such  abundance  have-  attracted 
your  notice.  I  have  a  volume  of  them  to  send  you, 
printed  by  a  Mi.  Euie,  and  Mr.  Murray  has  published 
his  drama  of  George  Heriot,  and  Uiere  is  another  in  Hnie's 
collection.  The  two  publishers  are  squabbling  about  what 
they  call  the  copyright,  and  have  now  a  process  before  the 
Sheriff  on  the  subject  The  printed  pieces  are  almost 
verbatim  ttom  the  original  works,  which  no  one  can  use 
without  the  consent  of  those  to  whom  the  copyrights  be- 
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long,  And  I  rather  think  that  this  eubject  is  too  important 
to  be  longer  overlooked ;  indeed,  I  have  an  idea  that  it  is 
tiirowing  away  advantages  that  others  would  not  allow. 
Might  there  not  be  an  arrangement  made,  so  as  to  secure 
in  the^rs^  instance  the  right  of  any  dramatic  performance 
r^arding  Quentin  Durward;  at  all  events,  the  attempt 
would  be  worth  making.  An  English  gentleman  now 
here,  who  had  dramatized  Ivanhoe,  told  me  that  he  had 
got  (I  think)  from  £300  to  £400  for  it  at  Covent  Garden. 
I  have  for  some  time  been  of  opinion  that,  permitting  so 
many  publications  under  the  very  titles  of  the  works  of 
the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  composed  entirely  either  of 
the  very  words,  or  at  all  events  of  abridgments  of  the 
originals,  may  have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  circulation 
of  the  larger  works.  I  used  to  consider  them  formerly  ae 
acting  to  a  considerable  extent  as  advertisements;  but 
tiie  thing  now  aaaames  a  more  formidable  aspect,  and  you 
will  perhaps  be  of  opinion  that  what  I  am  now  stating  is 
worthy  your  early  consideration.  The  theatres  are  en- 
tirely supported  by  these  works.  I  am  fiilly  awaie  that 
the  author  will  not  propose  any  illiberal  restrictions,  but 
there  is  -no  need  of  fortunes  being  allowed  to  pass  into 
other  hands  without  a  share  coming  to  those  who  best 
deserve  them. 

"  With  regard  to  my  going  to  London,  I  think  I  shall 
leave  this  about  Wednesday,  9th.  It  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  wait  upon  you  at  Abbotsford.  I  was  anxious 
that  Mrs.  Constable  should  accompany  me  to  London,  but 
tJie  journey  would  be  attended  with  more  fatigne  than 
she  is  quite  able  to  undertake.    She  is  to  give  me  a  Soots 
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convoy,  hovevei,  and  will  be  with  me  at  Abbotsford  on 
the  9tli,  agreeably  to  yoor  kind  invitation.  I  feai  yon 
will  say  I  vrite  yon  too  long  letters.  I  wish  I  could 
make  them  more  concise ;  and  I  am,  etc. 

"  AECHIBALD  CONSTABtK." 

SlB  WlLTEB  SCOIT  tO  Mb.  CONSTABLE. 

"  ABBOtaroRD,  IM  April  1823. 

"  DlAR  COHSTABLE, — I  write  chiefly  to  say  that  the 
only  day  in  which  we  aie  compelled  to  be  absent  &om 
home  foi  a  day  (retnming  at  night)  is  Wednesday,  9th ; 
and  as  you  propose  setting  ont  about  that  time,  we  will 
hope  to  see  you  at  Abbotsford  on  Thnrsday,  10th,  to  lie 
by  and  rest  at  least  the  next  day.  Mrs.  Constable,  I  trust, 
will  be  able  to  accompany  you,  and  you  may  believe  will 
find  a  cordial  welcome  at  Abbotsford. 

"  What  you  say  about  theatrical  matters  seems  ez- 
tr^nely  reasonable  in  one  sense,  but  there  are  such  great 
objections  to  interferii^  with  these  matters  as  incline  me 
at  present  to  think  differently.  We  will  talk  this  over 
with  our  goblets,  etc.,  when  yon  come  here. 

"  The  Curse  of  Scotland  is  a  queer  puzzle ;  I  cannot 
believe  Glencoe  is  concerned,  which,  though  a  shocking 
thing,  could  not  be  termed  a  grand  or  national  calamity. 
I  rather  think  it  had  some  relation  to  the  TTnion. 

"  My  pen  and  eyes  are  both  wearied,  or  I  would  send 
you  a  longer  letter,  having  much  to  say. — Tours  truly, 
"  Walteb  Scott. 

"  I  roup  six  parks  on  18th ;  there  is  importance  for 
you !" 
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While  in  London  my  father  received  several  commimi- 
catione  from  Sir  Walter,  from  which  I  make  the  following 
quotation : — 

"Bdinbubsh,  2ith  May  1823. 

"Mt  dkae  Constable, — I  received  your  kind  letter, 
and  troBt  you  have  aince  had  mine,  oppreBsing  you  with 
all  sorts  of  commissions,  to  which  I  need  not  refer,  except- 
ing in  80  far  as  it  was  incomplete,  from  my  not  recollect- 
ing one  or  two  hooks  to  add  to  my  list.  I  think  I  men- 
tioned the  Kii^  of  France's  Escape,  in  fVench.  Also,  I 
see  advertised  true '  Ghost  Stories/ — a  catchpenny,  I  dare- 
say. I  wonder  if  it  be  possible  to  pick  up  among  the  rub- 
bish' of  circulating  libraries  '  Edwin  and  Anna,'  a  North- 
nmbriiin  tale,  in  two  volumes.  As  I  remember,  for  it  is 
many  years  since  I  saw  it,  it  contains  some  singular  parti- 
culars about  incidento  and  families  in  the  east  Border, 
about  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago.  Terry  is  not  unlikely 
to  grub  Up  this,  as  he  has  done  other  recondite  works.  I 
will  hope  to  hear  from  you  when  you  and  he  have  talked 
over  my  very  important  ccomnissions. 

"I  have  a  very  polite  letter  from  Mr.  Petizon,^  who 
meant  bis  matters  quite  right,  but  does  not,  I  suppose, 
onderstand  the  value  of  certain  volumes.  Of  course  the 
thing  la  to  be  taken  aa  it  was  meant,  kindly  and  civilly. 
I  will  not  taste  the  stuff,  which  I  believe  is  capital,  until 
you  come  back  to  do  me  reason  in  a  bumper.  I  have 
foolishly  forgot  thename  of  his  correspondents,  but  Messrs. 
Hurst  and  lUibinson  will  know  them,  and  have  the  good- 
ness to  forward  the  enclosed. 

>  Sir  Wkher  hers  refsra  to  a  nnaU  oaw  of  dumpagne,  sent  in  ez- 
chuige  for  »  set  of  the  Waverley  Novels. 
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"  I  have  got  Walter  home  as  large  as  life.  Poor  fellow  ! 
he  has  got  the  inflaenza,  with  some  fever,  but  I  hope  will 
be  800Q  well.  I  hope  to  see  him  and  Oharles  nnited  to 
my  family,  aad  with  Loekhait  aod  Walter  the  Leaa,  who 
will  be  down  at  liie  same  time,  my  board  will  make  a  very 
patriarchal  appearance.  I  hope  to  aee  you  there  before 
all  my  flock  are  dispersed  again.  I  have  some  reason  to 
be  proud  as  a  father  of  their  appelrance  and  dispositioii. 
Pray  write  soon,  and  let  me  hear  all  the  news.  I  have 
none  to  send  you  from  this,  saving  that  voL  i.  is  pushing 
on  at  a  handsome  rat«,  and  our  fat  friend  pretsin^  and 
pufing  in  no  small  style. 

"  My  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Constable. — Believe  me, 
always  most  truly  yours,  Walter  Scott. 

"  On  Saturday  31st,  please  God  Walter  be  well,  I  shall 
take  a  peep  at  Abbotsford  to  prepare  barracks  for  my 
troops." 

"  Castlb  Strebt,  Jme  18,  1623. 
"  My  dear  Cohstable, — Your  valuable  present  of  rare 
tracts  reached  me  safe,  and  forms  a  most  carious  and  im- 
portant addition  to  the  Jacobite  and  religious  collection, 
not  forgetting  those  of  Diablerie.  What  are  your  motions 
to  be  ?  Do  you  remain  in  the  south  a  month  or  two,  or 
oome  down  immediately  ?  If  after  the  12th,  I  hope  you 
will  make  a  stage  at  Abbotsford,  now  that  Mrs.  ConstaUe 
has  learnt  the  way  there.  I  wish  you  could  have  dined  in 
Castle  Street,  4th  July,  with  Committee  of  Bannatynians. 
We  shall  have  haggis  and  whisky,  and  claret  in  the  silver 
stoup, — more  maj'orum.     What  a  pity  old  Greysteel  is 
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under  the  aod !    We  ahall  misa  our  fet  friend  too,  who  I 
believe  goes  to  Harrogate  nest  week. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  find  onr  friend  Q.  D,  is  somewhat  ./^w/- 
hit,  which  I  did  not  expect  If  on  consideration  it  is 
thought .  necessary  to  have  greater  intermission  betwixt 
these  afiairs,  which  I  think  may  be  the  result,  we  must 
keep  the  mill  goii^  with  something  else.*  I  have  to  tell 
you,  on  Lady  Scotf  s  part,  that  there  wiU  be  clamours  aboat 
the  bed  you  undertook  to  look  out  for.  I  mentioned  a  few 
books  which  I  wanted  from  LondoD.  Modem  publications 
are  little  worth,  but  which  we  must  have  to  keep  up  stock. 

*  "  Very  ihoiilj  before  the  bi)ok*eIIer  left  Edinbnrgh  he  h&d  con- 
clnded  Boother  bar^un  (Ida  kit  of  the  wirt)  for  the  piitcfaaaa  of 
WKTerlej  copfrighto — mcquiriiig  the  anthor*!  pnipeily  in  The  Pirate 
Nigel,  Pereril,  and  alto  Quentio  Dorward,  oat  and  ont,  at  the  price  of 
five  thonund  gnineaa.  He  bad  tlms  paid  for  the  copyright  of  norela 
(over  and  above  the  hftlf  proflta  of  the  eariy  Bepante  editions)  the  aom 
of  £22,500  ;  and  hia  advancea  upon  'worka  of  fioiioii*  atiU  in  embryo, 
amonntad  at  this  moment  to  £10,000  more.  He  began,  in  short,  and 
the  wonder  ia  that  he  begao  ao  late,  to  anapeot  that  the  prooeaa  of 
creation  was  moving  too  mpdij.  The  pablication  of  different  aeta  of 
tb«  noveU  in  a  oollectiTe  form  may  probably  have  had  a  ahare  in  open- 
ing bia  eyea  to  tbe  fact,  that  the  voluminonBiieaa  of  an  author  ia  aay- 
thing  but  faTourable  to  the  rapid  diffnaion  of  hia  worka  m  library 
booka — tbe  great  object  with  any  pnbliaher  who  aapirea  at  fonnding  a 
aolid  fortnn&  But  he  merely  intimated  on  tbia  occaaioa  that  he  tbonght 
Uie  pecuniary  tranaactioDa  between  Scott  aud  himaelf  bad  gooo  to  aooh 
an  extent,  that,  oonaidering  the  uaual  chancea  of  life  and  bealtb,  b« 
moat  decline  conb»cting  for  any  more  novela  nntil  thoaa  already  bar- 
gained for  aboold  have  been  written. 

"  Scott  himaelf  appear*  to  have  admitted  for  a  moment  tbe  anipioion 
that  he  had  been  overdoing  in  the  field  of  romance ;  and  opened  to 
ConataUe  the  tcbeme  of  a  work  on  Popular  Supentatuma,  in  the  form 
of  dialogne,  for  which  he  bad  long  poaaesBed  ample  materiala  in  his 
thorough  maatery  of  perhi^  tbe  moat  oorioaa  libntry  of  diabUrie  that 
ever  man  collected."— See  lifet  vol  v.  p.  270. 
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I  will  be  happ7  to  hear  &om  you  at  jour  leifltue.  If  ^on 
come  down  in  July  we  shall  be  at  Abbotsford,  and  in  pos- 
seasion  of  our  new  housa  I  Bend  this  under  cover  to 
Terry,  and  am  always  most  truly  yonis, 

"  Walter  Scott." 

The  offer  by  my  father  of  £500  for  the  copyright  of  a 
work  on  Popviar  Swptrttitiona  had  not  been  satdsfoctoiy, 
and  I  extract  the  following  passage  with  reference  to  it 
from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Cadell'B,  dated  May  13,  1823  :— «  Sir 
Walter  haa  just  been  here  in  great  glee.  He  has  begun 
theNew — itisaScotchstoiy.  IhaTejustBeenEallantyna 
I  fear  the  Bogles  are  dormant  in  the  meantime.  When 
Ballantyne  last  aaw  him  he  said, '  Well,  James,  I  have 
copy  ready  for  you.'  R  said, '  Is  it  ^  BogUs,  Sir  Walter, 
or  a  new  work  V  '  No,  no,'  replied  Sir  Walter, '  it  is  not 
the  BogUt;  I  got  no  encouragement,  the  offer  was  inade- 
quate,— hoot,  man,  it 'b  no'  the  Bogles' " 

Mr.  Cadell'B  letter  of  May  19th  tells  us — "I  do  not 
think  Sir  Walter  will  be  easily  turned  aside  from  writing 
these  books.  I  had  a  long  crack  with  him  on  Thursday 
last.  Among  other  things,  he  Baid  they  were  no  konble 
to  him,  from  systematic  labour.  I  hinted  at  the  Bogles.  He 
said  he  would  take  it  up  some  day.  I  said, '  Sir  Walter, 
perhaps  we  did  not  offer  you  bo  much  as  it  might  be  wortJi; 
the  beat  way  may  be  to  try  2000  or  3000  copies,  and  see 
what  our  friends  the  public  say.'  He  answered, '  I  dare 
say  we  will  just  do  that  some  day;  but  I  find  no  such 
profitable  way  of  employii^  my  time  as  the  present 
trade.'" 

On  the  16th  May  1623  Quentin  Durword  reached  the 
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metropolis,  and  early  in  the  fotenoon  of  the  17th  the 
LondoD  bookseUera  had  all  received  their  full  supply.  So 
writes  my  &ther  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  a  week 
later,  on  the  23d  inst,  he  adds : — "There  are  1600  copies 
left  this  morning,  and  few  second  orders  have  yet  come  in. 
People  in  the  coontry  hardly  believe  that  another  work 
ean  he  so  soon  after  Peveril ;  they  have  apwaida  of  1 100 
Fereril  still  on  hand,  consequently  1000  mast  still  go  off 
to  make  the  sale  of  both  equal  with  H.  B.  and  Co.  There 
ia  no  satisfying  the  public,  and  in  the  midst  of  much 
applause  of  Quentan  I  sometimes  hear  murmnra  abont  its 
coming  too  quie&  for  the  pocket.  There  is  unparalleled 
genius  in  the  works  of  the  Author  of  "Waverley, — but 
novelty  has  helped  Uieir  sale." 

On  the  12th  June  I  find  Mr.  Cadell  quoting  aa  follows 
to  Mr.  James  Ballantyne  firom  a  letter  of  Hurst  and  Co. : 
— "  We  regret  to  say  that  we  have  no  orders  for  Q.  D. 
Be  the  cause  what  it  may,  I  assure  you  this  is  the  fact 
Our  sale  is  deficient  1000  copies,  and  yef  the  book  is  more 
admired  than  any  one  since  Ivanhoe.  I  think  it  proper 
to  place  this  before  you,  that  you  may  state  it  in  your  own 
way  in  the  proper  quarter.  But,  under  these  circam- 
'  stances,  I  would  honestly,  as  a  prudent  man  of  business, 
say  that  we  ought  to  delay  making  a  new  bai^ain  till  we 
try  our  good  firiends  the  public  with  the  book  now  in  pro- 
gress, and  perhaps  another.  We  may  gorge  the  publie. 
Bank  of  England  notes  fiill  in  value  by  an  over-issue;  and 
with  four  works  contracted  for,  which  will  in  time  make 
another  £9000  series,  perhaps  there  is  enough  in  the 
meantime,  not  to  create  repletion. 
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"  Our  best  and  auxioas  exertioos  shall  not  be  vantdng 
to  fill  up  tbe  bole  this  may  make  in  yonr  July  arrange- 
meats,  and  this  we  shall  easily  arrange — pray  state  Has 
to  Sir  Walter ;  bnt  it  would  be  un&ir  towards  bim  not  to 
state  frankly  the  set  of  the  current" 

Coincidence  of  opinion  as  to  increase  of  the  interval 
between  the  appearance  of  successive  novels,  and  further 
consideration  of  the  subject,  bad  led  Mr.  Cadell  to  adopt 
bia  partoei's  views,  and  on  the  12tb  and  13th  June  I  find 
bim  wnting  to  my  father  as  follows : — 

"  I  am  at  present  going  into  the  July  matters  with 
James  Ballaotyne,  as  he  is  compelled  on  account  of  health 
to  go  to  Harrogate.  I  expect  before  closing  this  to  have 
something  more  to  say  about  them ;  and  if  I  succeed  in 
my  plana  I  think  you  will  commend  what  I  am  doing.  I 
am  moat  cordially  seconded  by  James  B.  .  .  . 

"  About  ten  days  ago  James  Ballantyne  hinted  at  a  new 
baigain  to  help  their  July  payments.  I  was  annoyed  at 
it,  but  said  little ;  but  on  Wednesday  last,  when  he  told 
me  he  was  going  south  in  a  few  days,  and  that  he  was 
going  to  arrange  July  and  take  in  a  new  bargain,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  have  a  serious  conversation  on  the  point  I 
was  well  backed  in  this  by  your  letter,  Bobinson's,  and  a 
letter  of  Chamley's,  which  I  enclose ;  these  I  went  for 
and  read  to  Ballantyne.  He  was  forcibly  struck  with 
them  all,  and  we  cordially  i^reed  to  table  the  matter  to 
the  author,  and  he  assured  me,  if  clearly  done,  it  would 
have  the  best  possible  effect  I  consequently  wrote  the 
letter  yesterday  momii^  of  which  you  have  a  copy  with 
this.     Chamley's  letter  I  sent;  but  it  may  be  right  to 
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remark  here  that  Cbamley  complains  without  caaee, — 
apparent  at  any  rate  to  me,  and  this  I  told  him.  He  has 
got  twenty-five  of  each  of  the  three  last,  and  on  the  eame 
sheet  on  which  he  complains  of  Quentin  he  orders  <me 
more ;  hat  you  will  see  that  I  did  not  allade  to  this  to 
James  Ballantyne :  Chamley's  was  too  good  a  letter  for 
my  pmpose,  oTid  it  has  done  the  deed.  I  have  much  plea- 
sure in  saying  that  I  have  carried  my  purpose.  Ballan- 
tyne has  just  caUed  in  passing,  and  pat  into  my  hands 
Sir  Walter's  answer,  of  which  what  follows  is  -a  copy 
verbatim ; — 

" '  D£AB  James, — I  am  going  out  of  town  at  three 
o'clock,  and  do  not  return  till  Monday  or  Tuesday.  I  will 
call  at  the  office  and  talk  over  tiiese  letters,  which  neither 
surprise  nor  dismay  me. 

"  The  mouae  tIid  only  tnuto  to  one  poor  hole, 
Cui  Dover  be  a  mouse  of  tmj  eonl.' 

" '  I  will  carry  the  proof  with  me,  and  return  it  by  post 
from  Fife. — Yours,  W.  Scott. 

" '  CiBTVK  SVKEXt,  2  o^dodc,  ThuTiday.' 

"  Ballantyne  thinks  the  matter  has  got  a  quietus,  and 
be  and  I  were  t^reed,  before  mooting  the  matter,  that  now 
was  the  time.  An  excellent  book,  hut  still  the  public  not 
well  pleased.  If  it  bad  been  done  on  the  heels  of  a  had 
book,  Ballantyne  thinks  he  would  have  said, '  Never  fear, 
the  next  shall  be  better ; '  but  from  his  general  conversa- 
tion Ballantyne  was  confident  he  would  take  it  well  Bal- 
lantyne's  inter^t  in  the  matter  is  as  gieat  as  oois — to  get 
off  from  advancing  money — the  more  when  four  bargains 
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atill  exist,  it  will  be  most  important  for  nsto  get  off 
advances  and  get  out  our  baigaios.  I  saw  there  was  no 
time  to  be  lost,  and  I  therefoie  exhibited  the  whole  athiz 
promptly  and  strongly.  You  will  see  I  alluded  to  your 
and  Joseph  Ogle  Bobioson's  letter  received  yesterday, 
for  the  sake  of  effect  and  kitttv^  the  ^ail  home.  I  have 
had  some  anxiety  since  yesterday  on  this  score,  and  ieel 
great  relief  at  the  result,  in  which  I  daresay  you  will 
participate.  .  .  . 

"  In  case  you  should  think  Sir  Walter's  moose  rhyme 
alludes  to  changing  his  hole,  rely  on  it  there  is  no  fear  of 
that    Ballantyne  thinks  he  baa  taken  my  letter  vxll" 

On  the  17th  June  Mr.  Cadell  recurs  to  the  subject 
thus : — 

"  I  have  just  had  a  long  conversation  with  Ballan- 
tyne, with  whom  Sir  Walter  was  for  some  hours  this 
forenoon.  He  returned  from  the  country  yesterday.  K 
says  that  Sir  Walter  was  very  serious  on  the  subject  of 
my  letter  of  the  1 2th,  and  said, '  This  does  surprise  me, 
only  by  Quentin  being  so  much  admired ;  if  it  had  been  a 
bad  book  I  would  not  have  cared,  but  we  must  think 
what  is  to  be  done.  We  cannot  wipe  any  sum  off  July,  as 
I  calculated  on ;  that  is  no  matter,  but  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  public  1  I  shall  call  on  Cadell  and  convene 
with  him  on  the  subjects' 

"  The  foregoing  was  the  substance  of  what  he  said,  so 
that  there  wUl,  I  trust,  be  no  proposition  for  a  new  bar- 
gain for  some  time  to  come,  if  at  all ;  at  any  rate  till  those 
contracted  for  are  written.  I  expect  a  call  from  Sir 
Walter  to-morrow,  or  some  of  these  daya     I  shall  d<> 
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nothing  more  to  damp  him ;  enov^  is  attained  in  the 
meantime,  but  I  shall  not  wait  for  his  asking  mj  advice. 
I  shall  stnte  to  him  with  candour  that  he  must  not  atop 
with  ibai  now  in  bond.  He  must  not  allow  himself  to  be 
beaten,  oi  appeal  to  be  beaten.  He  calonlated  on  it  being 
ready  in  August.  ,1  shall  coimsel  to  go  on  and  finish  it 
by  October  (toL  L  is  almost  done),  but  if  he  could  at  the 
same  time  do  the  book  on  Boglea,  let  them  be  printed  at 
the  same  time,  and  come  out  as  soon  after  as  he  chose,  or 
at  the  same  time.  As  he  can  do  more  than  the  novel,  he 
may  as  well  do  this.  I  shall  farther  say  to  him, '  Go  on. 
Sir  'falter,  with  a  novel,  so  soon  as  that  now  in  hand  is 
done;  but  perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  to  calculate  on  its 
employing  you  say  for  six  months.  You  can  in  the 
vacant  space  perhaps  give  your  time  to  the  History  of 
Scotland,  which  will  give  you  no  trouble.  The  Author  of 
Waverley  will  not  appear  therefore  to  have  stopped  writ- 
ing, but  bring  out  his  books  more  leisurely,  and  diversify 
the  scene  with  something  new,'  Tliis,  of  course,  you  may 
suppose  I  shall  state  as  respectfully  as  it  is  practicable ; 
but  after  conversing  with  Ballautyne  most  folly  I  have 
resolved  on  a  tone  such  as  this — and  one  reason  is  tiiia, 
he  is  damped  at  the  idea  of  no  resources  coming  in ;  now 
the  ^ogUa  will  in  time  bring  resources,  and  so  will  the 
History,  and  largely  too.  At  the  same  time,  our  own 
interest  will  be  kept  in  view  in  writing  up  his  bargains, 
which  it  is  important  not  to  let  fall  asleep. 

"  One  thiag  is  attained — the  author  is  convinced  that 
it  is  prudent  to  have  no  more  contracts  in  the  meantime*; 
but  he  must  not  be  too  mu<^  damped,  and  when  I  come 
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upon  the  sabject  with  him  I  ehall  take  care  not  to  say  too 
much  in  that  tone." 

In  my  father'a  letter  from  London  of  the  aame  date,  I 
find : — "  I  had  yoor  long  lettei  dated  I2th  and  13th,  ye»- 
terday.  Yout  commnnication  with  Mr.  Ballantyne  re- 
specting a  /^h  work  &om  the  Aathor  pf  WaTeiley  was  in 
all  respects  proper ;  and  I  sincerely  hope,  for  the  sake  of 
all  concerned,  tJiat  any  further  proposition  will  be  allowed 
to  rest  a  while.  I  have  much  to  say  on  the  subject  of 
our  interest  in  these  important  matters,  which  I  need 
not  attempt  to  detail  in  this  letter." 

On  June  1 8th  Mr.  Cadell  writes : — "  .  .  .  James  Bal- 
lantyne,  who  has  been  with  Sir  Walter  for  some  houis, 
has  just  caLLed,  and  reports  that  the  Baronet  is  quite  satis- 
fied with  the  course  I  bare  punned, '  only,'  said  he,  '  he 
must  manage  youi  July  matters  for  you.'  I  am  there- 
fore, at  Sir  Walter's  request,  to  take  in  charge  James 
Ballantyne  and  Ca's  matters  till  the  Harn^te  trip  is 
over,  and  I  think  I  shall  call  on  Sir  Walter  to-day  or 
to-morrow  if  he  does  not  call  here.  James  repeated  his 
and  my  conversation  yesterday,  and  on  sajdng,  '  Mr. 
Cadell  is  quite  decided,'  he  observed  Sir  Walter  knit  his 
brows  and  look  as  if  displeased,  supposing  perhaps  that 
somethii^  disagreeable  was  coming.  Ballantyne  went  on, 
'  Mr.  Cadell  is  quite  decided  as  to  yonr  not  stopping  with 
the  book  now  in  progress ;  but  in  place  of  finishing  it 
in  August,  finish  it  in  October.'  The  Baronet's  face 
brigbteDod  np  instantly,  and  he  said,  '  that  is  exactly  my 
own  conclasion ;  I  shall  write  three  sheets  a  week,  which 
is  mere  amusement  to  me,  hut  between  this  and  October 
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I  shall  think  of  something  else.'  He  said  afterwrads, '  I 
will  not  stop  the  novels ;  I  ma;  take  them  more  leisurely, 
hat  we  must  have  eomethiog  else  to  make  up  the  blank.' 
Thus  the  matter  reste.  I  have  given  you  the  whole  affair 
almost  verbatim.  Ballantyne  is,  you  know,  a  little  thea- 
trical in  his  conversation ;  what  is  od  the  other  side  is  as 
nearly  his  words  as  I  can  recollect  He  left  me  with  the 
expression, '  Sir  Waller  is  quite  pleased.' " 
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Latters  from  my  fathar  nguding  pecuniKry  nutten — Sir  Walter's  reply — 
Hawra.  CoiuUble  And  Co.  to  Sir  Walter  Scott— Fostpouement  of  viait  to 
Abbotafopd— Letter  from  Sir  W»lter  Bcott  on  flDancial  nutten,  wltli  my 
fatfaar'a  reply— Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Ueura.  CoDstabla  and  Co. ,  with  thur 
reply— Sir  Walter  Scott  to  my  bther— Statement  of  billa  and  connter- 
bllU. 

Concurrently  with  the  consideration  of  Sir  Walter's 
literary  engagementa,  and  in  direct  connexion  with  these, 
bis  pahlishers  had  been  laying  to  heart,  even  mors 
seriously  than  usual,  their  pecuniary  involvements,  espe- 
cially with  James  Ballantyne  and  Co,,  and  on  Sir  Walter 
Scott's  account 

On  the  8th  of  August  1823  my  father  wrote  to  Sir 
Walter  Scott  from  Hatton,  near  Edinburgh,  whither  he 
had  removed  with  his  family  for  the  summer  months : — 
"  Moat  Private. 

"  Dea£  Sm  Walter, — I  am  remaining  here  for  a  few 
days  in  quiet,  thinking  over  many  things  of  importance. 
Now  that  the  state  of  my  health  enables  me  to  look  a  little 
more  into  matters  of  business  than  has  unfortunately 
been  thotcase  for  some  years,  nothing  ongbt  to  have  a 
greater  share  of  my  attention,  or  is,  indeed,  so  well  en- 
titled to  it,  as  the  undertakings  in  which  it  has  been  my 
fortune  to  embark  with  you.     It  has  always  afTorded  me 
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the  most  peculiar  pleasure  to  find  the  results  so  mutually 
satisfactory,  and  it  will  be  the  pride  and  hest  exertion  of 
my  future  life  to  preserve  them  so.  On  looking  into  the 
state  of  the  dealings  of  my  house,  however,  with  that  of 
OUT  friends  Jamea  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  I  cannot  help  re- 
marking that  they  might  be  placed  ou  a  more  manageable 
and  less  expensive  footing,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
money  transactions,  of  the  magnitude  of  which  I  have 
only  just  now  become  fully  aware.  I  have  different  plans 
in  view,  by  which  I  think  this  might  be  effected  to  the 
safety  and  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  hut  find  it  im- 
possible to  go  more  fully  into  the  thing  in  this  letter,  and 
only  make  the  present  personal  private  and  confidential 
communication  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  these  important 
points  to  some  farther  discussion  (at  all  events)  between 
yourself  and  me. 

"  I  need  not  say  that  I  am  sure  you  will  not  miscon- 
ceive the  motive  which  has  induced  this  letter,  and  yon 
will,  I  hope,  grant  me  the  favour  I  now  request,  which  is, 
that  you  take  an  early  opportunity  of  requiring  A.  Con- 
stable and  Co.  to  furnish  you  with  your  own  account- 
current,  also  that  with  James  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  that 
you  may  have  before  you,  in  one  view,  a  full  statement  of 
the  transactions  they  contain.  I  am  prompted  to  this 
from  reasons  which  apply  to  the  interests  of  all  concerned, 
and  from  no  other. 

"  If  you  favour  me  with  a  reply  to  this  letter,  which  is 
altogether  between  ourselves,  I  would  request  it  to  be  ad- 
dressed as  above,  and  I  am,  etc.,  A.  C." 

Again,  on  the  17th  inst,,  he  writes  :  — 
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"  EmvBDRaH,  nth  Aug.  1823. 

"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — Being  anxious  to  have  some  con- 
versation with  you  on  certain  points  of  business,  particu- 
lailj  the  present  state  of  our  mutual  money  transactions. 
— the  amount  of  which  fallit^  due  this  year  appears  to  me 
so  considerable  that  I  think  it  vould  be  prudent  to  take 
early  measures  for  putting  them  on  a  more  manageable  foot- 
iug,— it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  wait  upon  yon 
at  Abbotsfoid  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  next,  if  either 
should  suit  your  engagements.  I  mention  those  days  as 
the  most  convenient  to  myself,  but  I  will  be  at  your  com- 
mand on  any  other. 

"  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  my  motive  in 
writing  the  present  letter,  and  proposing  troubling  you  so 
soon  again  at  Abbotsford,  arises  entirely  from  a  wish  to 
discharge  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and  ability  the  duty 
which  I  owe  you  in  matters  so  important  to  the  comfort 
and  welfare  of  us  alL  Perhaps  yon  will  do  me  the  favour 
to  write  two  lines  in  course,  and  I  am,  etc.,  A.  C." 

To  this  letter  Sir  Walter  Scott  replied  as  follows  : — 

"  Mt  dear  Sis, — I  will  be  happy  to  communicate  with 
you  on  the  subject  you  mention,  so  important  to  ns  aU. 
I  have  a  complete  state  of  these  affairs,  made  up  at  Whit- 
sunday, and  have  knowledge  also  of  what  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  reduction  in  addition  since  that  time.  I 
am  therefore  quite  prepared  to  receive  your  opinion  and 
the  advice  your  experience  may  enable  you  to  afford. 
Had  matters  continued  in  their  usual  train,  the  redaction 
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wonld  have  been  greater ;  as  yon  see,  it  is  very  consider- 
able. I  will  be  glad  either  to  bear  from  or  to  Bee  you  on 
these  subjects,  uid  am  always  very  truly  yours, 

"  Waltee  Scott." 

On  the  18th  August  my  father  made  the  following 
intimation  to  Mr.  Cadell : — "  I  have  written  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott  of  my  intended  visit  to  Abbotsford,  and  enclose  copy 
of  the  letter,  which  be  so  good  as  order  into  the  quarto 
letter-book.  My  wish  is  to  lay  a  full  view  of  all  the  proa 
and  cone  and  engagements  of  every  description  before  Sir 
Walter,  and  I  shall  show  you  to-morrow  what  I  propose. 
It  is  made  up  as  at  Ist  Ai^st,  date  of  the  last  document 
you  gave  me.  I  wish  you  would  make  up  the  state  which 
you  proposed  laying  before  him — ^that  both  may  be  con- 
sidered." 

Messrs,  Constable  and  Co.  to  Sm  Walter  Scott. 

"  IQIA  ^.lujTUjf  1823. 

"  With  reference  to  onr  Mr.  Constable's  letter  to  you 
of  the  1 7th,  perhaps  we  may  as  well  place  before  you 
distinctly  what  was  then  adverted  to. 

"  It  is  now  some  months  since  we  placed  before  Mr. 
Ballantyne  the  state  of  the  bills  current  betwizt  his  and 
this  firm  without  value,  and  expressed  then  the  propriety 
of  abating  the  amount  as  far  as  possible ;  we  are  the  more 
especially  struck  with  this  at  present,  from  the  chances  of 
ill-health  or  otherwise  overtaking  our  iiiend  at  Paul's 
Work,  or  of  anything  coming  in  the  way  of  these  opera- 
tions being  smoothly  conducted,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
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yon  vill  consider  it  pmdent  in  ub  to  state  our  views  on 
the  sabject 

"  The  current  bills  of  the  nature  alluded  to  amount  jost 
now  to  about  £20,000.  With  the  kindest  wishes  that  men 
can  have  to  do  everTthing  for  you  that  it  is  in  their  power 
to  do,  we  b^  respectfully  to  state  that,  if  at  all  pos- 
aible,  during  the  next  six  months  a  considerable  redaction 
should  take  place  in  this  amount ;  it  is  too  large  to  go 
round  with  comfort ;  it  is  attended  with  risks  and  annoy- 
ances, and  is  expensive. 

"  We  have  not  a  doubt  that  you  will  agree  with  us  in 
all  this ;  to  reduce  the  amount  woTild  enhance  the  name 
and  respectability  of  all  the  parties. 

"  Perhaps  it  may  be  well  to  give  you  a  view '  of  what 
are  current  at  Ist  September,  which  we  now  do  on  the 
other  side.    August  is  provided  for,  and  we  shall  therefore 

1  The  view  aQnded  to  ia  u  follows  :_ 
1823. 

Snma  dne  in  Septr £3,148  II  0 

Octr. 4,587  17  4 

Not 0,3M  17  10 

Deer 6,34B  10  0 

1624. 

Soma  doe  in  Jmj, 2,194  14  0 

Feb. 840     0  0 

«21,436  13     8 

Angt 2,911   12     0 

3,000     0     0 

£27,347     5     2 
£21,435  13     2 
3,000    0    0        June,  Sept,  Deer,  1824. 

£24,435  13     2 


.dbvGooyk" 


LETTER  PROM  CONSTABLE  AND  CO.  279 

start  at  Ist  September,  the  amount  at  which  date  appears 
to  be  £21,435,  15e.  2d  We  shall  suppose  there  is  a  part 
of  this  sum  unused  by  Mr.  Ballantyne,  say  £1 435, 15a  2d., 
leaving  a  floating  sum  in  the  hands  of  the  banks  of 
£20,000. 

"  From  what  the  writer  of  this  knows  of  Mr.  Ballantyne'B 
matters,  there  will  be  a  reduction  up  to  1st  October  of  say 
£lt!00,  there  being  very  little  to  do  in  September,  but  at 
Ist  October  the  current  earn  wDl  be  £18,600  or  thereby. 

"  If  by  persevering  reduction  this  sum  could  be  brought 
down  to  £8000  or  £10,000,  everything  would  more  com- 
fortably and  easily ;  but  it  muBt  be  apparent  to  youi  own 
excellent  understanding  that  the  sums  in  October,  Novem- 
ber, and  December  are  very  large.  The  work  now  in 
pn^ress  would  assist  very  considerably,  and  we  would 
surest  that,  if  in  your  power,  it  should  appear  early  in 
November ;  if  its  successor  were  to  appear  in  February  or 
March  a  farther  sum  wiU  come  in,  and  we  m^ht  say  that 
in  December  or  January  a  new  contract  might  come  into 
play,  and  with  these  operations  the  whole  thing  exhibit  a 
more  moderate  appearance. 

"  Such,  Sir  Walter,  are  the  viewa  we  have  taken  of  these 
matter&  We  have  stated  them  broadly  to  you ;  we  have 
thought  it  prudent  to  do  sa  Till  October  there  is  nothing 
to  give  you  or  vs  any  uneasiness,  but  after  that  the  amus 
are  la^e  and  numerous,  and  will  require  prudence  and 
foresight  in  the  management— -We  are,  etc, 

"  A.  C.  AND  Co." 

A  day  having  been  fixed  for  a  meeting  at  Abbotsford, 
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my  father  found  it  necessary  to  postpone  it  in  consequence 
of  the  illneBS  of  Mrs.  Constable,  and  on  the  20th  August 
he  writeB : — 

"Dear  Snt  Waltek, — I  am  sorry  that  sickness  in  my 
family  will  prevent  my  leaving  home  as  I  proposed,  and  I 
cannot  therefore  have  the  pleasuTe  of  waiting  upon  yoa 
at  Abbotsford  to-morrow,  but  I  can  communicate  further 
with  you  on  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  the  1 7th,  and  talk 
over  the  subject  as  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  when  we 
next  meet 

"  Mrs,  Constable  was  rather  seriously  ill  last  week — 
got  better,  and  has  been  indisposed  ^ain  since  Sunday. 
— I  am,  etc.  A,  C. 

"F.8. — I  have  sent  twenty-six  additional  tracts  on 
Witchcraft  per  coach.  The  interleaved  copy  of  Shake- 
speare will  be  forwarded  this  week." 

Sir  Walter  replied  as  follows  : — 

"  Abboibtobd,  21tl  Augtal  1823. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  sorry  at  the  disappointment  of 
to-day,  still,  more  at  the  cause.  I  hope  Mrs.  Constable's 
health  will  be  soon  re-established.  There  is  much  may 
be  better  said  than  written  upon  our  matters ;  not  that 
the  essential  part  cannot  be  as  well  expressed  on  paper, 
but  a  personal  interview  between  Aiends  leads  them  more 
perfectly  to  understand  the  tone  of  feeling  on  which  the 
resolution  rests.  The  first  question  I  should  candidly 
have  asked  you  was,  whether  the  cause  of  your  present 
correspondence  arose  merely  out  of  the  extent  of  those 
pecuniary  transactions  which  I  am  as  desirous  as  you  to 
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abridge,  or  whethei  the  deficiency  of  the  sale  of  Quentio 
Durward  has  diminished  your  general  confidence  in  this 
sort  of  literature,  and  inclined  you  to  restrict  on  all  points 
oar  hitherto  very  extensive  concema?  Do  not  suppose 
ine  selfish  enough  to  be  vexed  or  angry  if  the  latter  should 
he  the  case ;  and  pray  be  candid  and  speak  it  out  at  once. 
I  cannot  expect,  and  do  not  vish,  you  to  bestow  the 
capital  your  skill  and  industry  have  acquired  upon  that 
which  does  not  promise  profit ;  nor  do  I  think  that,  be- 
cause oar  former  intercourse  has  been  lucrative,  I  have 
acquired,  or  would  wish  to  exercise,  any  right  to  put  my 
hand  into  yoar  pocket  deeper  than  yon  desire.  You  ob- 
aerve  that  very  different  arrangements  must  be  thought 
upon  in  these  two  different  cases,  I  will  not  deny  that  I 
sincerely  wish  that  yonr  letters  may  bear  the  fiUl  meaning 
of  your  present  correspondence ;  because,  though  I  should 
not  be  surprised,  yet  I  should  be  sorry  that  there  was  a 
deeper  cause  lurked  in  your  mind  than  that  which  you 
bave  assigned. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  accommodations — supposing 
that  the  only  subject  of  discussion  between  us — I  would 
have  shown  yon  my  own  calculations  for  reducing  them, 
the  operations  of  which  have  been  only  postponed  by  the 
delay  of  publishing  Una  new  afi&ir — a  dday  which  shall 
cease  immediately,  as  I  have  finished  Mr.  Napier's  article, 
which  proved  a  tot^her  piece  of  work  than  I  expected.' 

"  "When  that  affair  is  published,  say  in  the  end  of  Octo- 
ber, I  will  have  £4000  of  bills  instantly,  and  if  you  incline 
to  contract  for  another  work  as  hitherto,  I  shall  bave  be- 
'  Tbe  Enay  ou  "Ronuiaw." 
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tween  £7000  and  £8000.  Out  of  this  sum  I  have  no 
occasion  whatever  for  more  than  aboat  £1200,  vhich  I 
wish  to  pay  an  old  debt  with ;  bat  even  this  is  not  press- 
ing. The  application  of  £6500  of  these  receipts  to  the 
floating  balance  would  bring  down  the  accommodationB  to 
£12,000,  and  I  could  easily  reduce  it  within  the  space  of 
the  next  three  months  to  £8000  or  £10,000,  the  sum 
mentioned  in  your  letter.  Yon  mentioned  to  me  that  an 
accommodation  of  £6000  could  be  had,  and  such  might  be 
used,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  turn  into  cash  the  long-dated 
bilb  which  I  mentioned,  accruing  to  me  on  the  publica- 
tion of  St  Bonan's.  I  have  no  debts  here  of  the  least 
annoyance,  my  land  being  almost  all  paid  for.  My  house 
is  also  so  far  cleared,  as  I  have  paid  £4000  to  account,  and 
my  personal  income,  free  of  interests,  etc.,  is  amply  suffident 
for  my  own  expenses ;  besides  which,  most  of  my  land  is 
let,  or  will  be  let,  next  Whitsunday.  If  you  had  been 
here  I  should  have  had  no  reluctance  to  confide  to  you 
the  most  minute  particulars  of  my  own  affairs,  and  show 
you  that,  with  moderate  deductions  for  certain  purposes, 
X  propose  that  the  whole  produce  of  my  literary  labours 
shall  go  to  extinguish  these  accommodations,  which  have 
accumulated  far  beyond  my  wish.  If  yon  think  these 
explanations  and  this  plan  of  proceeding  satisfoctory,  you 
will  let  me  know.  If  the  grounds  of  the  anxiety  you  have 
expressed  be  deeper,  I  shall  be  no  less  desirous  to  know 
them ;  and  I  entreat  you,  for  the  sake  of  all  concerned,  to 
be  explicit  on  the  subject,  and  to  rely  that  whatever  fur- 
ther courses  we  may  either  of  us  think  of  adopting,  my 
efforts  to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements  will  be  as  zealous 
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as  ever. — I  am,  in  haste  to  ssve  post,  dear  ConstaWe, 
very  truly  yours,  Walter  Scott. 

"  I  thought  it  better  to  write  thus  explicitly  without 
delay.  It  is  putting  something  off  both  our  minds.  When 
Mrs.  CoDfitable's  health  will  permit,  we  will  be  happy  to 
see  you  here,  to  talk  aSairs  more  fully  over.  You  are 
quite  at  liberty  to  show  this  to  Mr.  CadelL  I  should  be 
sorry  he  thought  I  was  acting  unwisely  is  my  own  affairs 
or  in  yours.  In  saying  I  receive  £1000, 1  count  only  on 
making  about  £2200  or  £2300  effectual,  because  there  are 
expenses  of  print  aod  paper  to  repay  out  of  the  gross 
sum." 

Mr.  Constable  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"  EpniBOiWH,  221^  Avgtut  lS2a 

"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — I  am  greatly  obliged  by  your 
kind  letter,  which  I  have  just  received,  and  in  reply  I  can 
at  once  assure  you  that  I  entertain  no  fears  of  any  kind 
on  the  subject  of  the  literary  plans  and  undertakings  in 
which  my  house  is  fortunately  engaged  with  you,  and  it 
will  unquestionably  afford  myself  and  my  partner  the 
greatest  satisfaction  to  do  all  things  and  everything  within 
our  commaud  which  you  can  desire  in  continuing  and 
extending  the  number  of  them.  It  was  no  dread  of  failure 
in  these  matters,  conducted  as  they  hitherto  have  been, 
which  induced  our  present  correapondence ;  the  motives 
were  entirely  confined  to  the  extent  of  the  money  transao' 
tions,  and  the  expense  and  contingencies  unavoidably  con- 
nected with  them,  and,  I  may  also  add,  the  great  anxiety 
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I  have  long  had  to  see  your  high  name  entirely  free  from 
the  botheration  of  mercautQe  afiidia. 

"  A  sum  of  £8000  or  £10,000  could,  I  have  no  doubt, 
be  managed  with  comfort ;  and  to  reduce  the  traDsactions 
to  that  amount  every  facility  in  the  power  of  this  honse 
will  be  afforded ;  indeed,  the  matter  ia  equally  important 
on  both  Bides,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  prudently  act 
right.  Had  it  been  in  my  power  to  have  left  home  yester- 
day, and  to  have  waited  on  you  at  Abhotsford,  there  were 
some  plans  connected  with  our  money  transactions  which 
I  would  have  taken  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you,  and 
whenever  it  ia  altogether  suitable  to  your  engagements, 
nothing  could  afford  me  more  pleasure  than  to  go  to  you 
on  the  subject ;  in  the  meantime,  I  am  fully  sensible  of 
the  kind  manner  in  which  you  received  what  has  just 
passed. — I  am,  etc.,  A.  C." 

SiK  Waltee  Scott  to  Messes.  Constable  and  Co. 

"  Abbotbtobs,  Z3d  Augatt  1823. 

"  Gentlehen, — I  am  duly  favoured  with  your  letter, 
and  adverting  to  the  statement  yon  there  made,  I  quite 
agree  with  yon  in  the  propriety  of  abridging  those  trans- 
actions which  are  founded  on  accommodation.  With  this 
purpose  I  have  adopted  and  maintained  a  system  of  re- 
trenchment, which  has  reduced  £6000  since  April  last.  ^ 
will  appear  from  your  books.  I  propose  to  have  this  pre- 
sent work  out  of  hand  by  the  end  of  October,  and  propose 
you  should  then  contract  for  another  on  the  same  terms, 
the  money  to  be  applied  to  retire  the  same  value  of  accom- 
modation-bills.    I  shall  have  at  the  same  time  the  corn- 
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mand  of  sbont  £4000,  long-dated  bills,  which  may  go  to 
the  same  purpose,  as  far  aa  they  can  be  discounted,  and 
lietwixt  these  two  resoarces  I  imagine  there  will  be  little 
difficulty  in  clearing  off  £6000  or  thereabouts  at  Martin- 
mas ;  and  such  being  the  case,  the  sum  will  be  brought 
down  to  £12,000,  and  I  have  little  doubt  of  bringing  it 
entirely  within  your  bounds  (indeed,  very  much  within 
them)  by  Whitsunday.  I  look  forward  to  this  without 
the  least  doubt  or  shadow  of  anxiety ;  only,  if  Mr.  Con- 
stable's experience  and  knowledge  of  these  matters  can 
suggest  any  mode  of  bringing  over  £4000  or  £5000  till 
"Whitsunday,  it  would  save  expense  or  even  the  probability 
of  inconvenience.  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Constable  in  a  pri- 
vate letter  that  I  might  need  about  £1200  or  £1400  to 
pay  off  some  of  the  very  little  personal  debts  that  remain 
due  by  me ;  but  should  that  sum  impede  the  operation  of 
our  scheme  of  retrenchment  too  much,  it  must  lie  over. 

"  I  hope  we  understand  each  other  perfectly,  and  am 
in  haste.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  Walter  Scott." 

Messes.  Cokbtable  and  Co.  to  Sje  Waltek  Scott. 

"TUhJuffiat  1823. 

"  Deak  Sir, — We  were  yesterday  favoured  with  your 
esteemed  letter  of  the  23d  inst,  and  are  happy  to  find 
that  it  is  your  determination  to  have  the  work  (now  at 
press)  ready  in  October,  in  excellent  time  for  publication, 
which  in  important  respects  would  answer  all  purposes. 

"  The  reductions  of  the  bills  already  alluded  to  will  be 
attended  with  mutual  advantage.     It  can  be  done  gradu- 
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ally,  and  to  suit  your  'wishes  or  arrangements,  and  we 
shall  most  readily  agree  to  the  eonttact  you  propose  on 
the  completion  of  St.  Bonan'a. 

"  We  BhaU  arrange  icith  Mr.  Ballantyne  for  the  months 
that  appear  heavy,  and  in  a  way  to  make  matters  as  light 
to  him  as  possihle.  Perhaps  October  may  he  done  much 
in  the  iisual  way,  and  more  force  can  be  applied  to  the 
following  months,  when  the  busy  season  commences,  and 
returns  can  be  more  surely  calculated  on.  We  shall  try 
also  to  manage  at  as  long  dates  as  possible  to  avoid 
renewals. 

"  With  regard  to  the  sum  you  mention  for  a  private 
purpose,  we  hope  you  will  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  doing 
in  it  what  will  he  agreeable  to  yoursell  The  sum  is  not 
worth  your  giving  yourself  any  uneasiness  about  while  we 
are  at  hand.  Sesides  St.  Eonan's  and  the  new  bargain, 
Mr.  Constable  may  be  able  to  obtain  a  few  thousands  for 
a  few  months;  but  he  would  look  forward  to  the  pleasnre 
of  a  personal  communication  on  the  subject.  In  the 
meantime  our  operations  can  be  conducted  on  the  more 
ready  means. — We  remain,  etc.  A.  C.  asd  Co." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Mr.  Cohstablk. 

"  Friday/,  29A  AvgnM  182$. 
")Iy  DEA.B  CoK&TABLE, — I  received  your  letter  last 
week,  and  need  not  say  that  it  was  entirely  satisfactory. 
I  have  now  got  so  well  forwarded  at  the  printers'  t^at  I 
have  my  time  under  my  own  command,  so  that  I  will  be 
del^hted  to  see  you  any  day  next  week  which  will  best 
suit  you,  Monday  excepted.    I  hope  Mrs.  Constable's 


.dbvGooyk" 


LETTER  FMOM  MR  CONSTABLE.  287 

health  vill  be  no  longer  an;  objection  to  this  trip,  which 
will  do  you  good,  besides  the  business  we  have  to  trans- 
act together. 

"  There  are  two  books  I  wish  much  to  have — Recollec- 
tions on  the  Peninsula,  and  The  Sexagenarian,  1816. 

"  I  have  to  thank  you  for  a  most  splendid  collection  of 
Witches,  which  I  trust  to  turn  to  good  accompt  Shake- 
speare arrived  safe. — Yours  truly,  W.  Scott," 

My  father  visited  Abbotsford  in  the  first  week  of  Sep- 
tember, and  on  the  26tb  September  wrote  to  Sir  Walter 
Jrom  Edinburgh  as  follows : — 

"Dbae  Sib  Waltee, — On  looking  into  the  memoran- 
dum of  acceptances  for  October,  I  find  the  amoimt  for 
which  A.  C.  and  Go.  are  under  acceptance  to  be  £1537, 
17b.  4d.,  and  the  amount  of  contra  acceptances  of  J.  R 
and  Ca  £4408,  8s.,  in  following  sums  and  dates ; — 

ipay— 


.    A.  C.  and  Co.  IwT. 

,toi«y-                J 

.  B.  nd  Co.  ha^ 

■at. 

Oct.     3,toJ.B.udCo 

.,  £781  14    0 

£749  18 

„     10,  to  Sii 

■W.S., 

TfiO    0    0 

750     0 

„     U,  to 

do. 

840    0,  0 
833    B    S 

80O     0 

„      2S,to 

do. 

803  10 

„     30,  to 

do. 

S33     «     8 

BOfl     0 

„     30,  to 

do. 

SOO    0     0 

000    0 

£4637  17     4 

£4408     8 

0 

"There  is  a  difference  of  £129,  98.  4d.  against  A.  C. 
and  Co.,  but  that  amount  will  be  balanced  by  sums  due 
in  November  and  December. 

"  Now,  what  I  b^  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  in 
regard  to  renewals  for  these  sums  is  this — 
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"A.  C.  and  Co.  have  to  provide  £4537,  ITa.  4d,  of 
which  I  would  propose  carrying  on  £3150  thus — 

8sy  10  Septr.  5  mootha'  date.        .         .         .      £787  10  0 

10     „       6  moutha'dnte,  787  10  0 

10    „       7  tnontliH'  data,  .         787  10  0 

10    „      8  numthe' date,  .  787  10  0 


£3150    0    D 


and  that  you  should  draw  these  from  Abbotsford,  dis- 
counting all  at  once  yourself  without  the  interference  of 
any  other  party.  I  have  no  doubt  you  would  have  only 
to  ask  Sir  W.  Forbes  and  Co.  the  question  to  get  the 
money,  which  you  could  apply  during  October,  as  J.  B, 
and  Co.'s  acceptances  were  to  provide  for.  The  difierence 
between  £3150  and  £4408,  8s.  would  be  made  up  by 
payments  from  A.  C.  and  Co.  to  account  of  the  £3000 
long  bills  done  iu  London.  There  would  be  many  ad- 
vantagea  to  the  credit  of  both  concerns  from  this  plan,  if 
you  find  it  agreeable  to  adopt  it.  . 

"  The  new  bargain  would  come  in  to  assist  you  witJi 
the  November  pajrments,  which  are  heavy — onrs  £63S4, 
19b.  lOd.,  yours  £5623,  17s.  6d.  With  regard  to  that 
month,  I  would  suggest  your  drawing  again  in  your  own 
name  for  whatever  was  required,  payable  in  London,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  Messrs.  Coutts  and  Co.  would  give  the 
cash  for  them.  ....  I  am,  etc  etc., 

"  A.  COHSTABLK." 
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William  Laidlaw  uid  81  Bonui'i  Well— Critiqoe  bj  SydDc;  Smith— Bad- 
gauntlet— Tbe  Fnrvirvmj— Letter  from  107  hther,  vith  Sir  Walter'! 
nplf,  accompaaying  Cribb,  a  Daod;  Diomont  terrier,  and  requiring 
genealogical  information— My  father's  reply— X*tter  to  Sir  Walter,  with 
books  and  articlee  for  the  UoBeum  at  Abbotaford- Lettera  ftvm  Sir  Walter 
Scott ;  he  nndi  Epilogue  on  Qneen  Har; — I^etter  ftrom  my  father— Death 
at  bia  danghter  Catherine. 

It  is  to  William  lAidlaw  that  the  public  owes  a  Scot- 
tish subject  chosen  foi  the  aezt  of  Sir  Walter's  wouderful 
creations ;  and  although  perhaps  there  is  not  one  of  these 
with  regard  to  which  opinion  more  widely  varied,  the 
verdict  of  the  highest  critical  authorities  was  always 
favourable  to  St.  Bouan's  Well  Sydney  Smith  writ«a  as 
follows  after  readmg  it : — 

"Ikixmbtr2S,  1823,  Fom«»,  Yobk. 

"DXAIt  Sib, — Many  thanks  for  St,  Bonan,  by  far  the 
best  that  has  appeared  for  some  time, — X  mean  the  best 
of  Sir  Walter's,  and  therefore,  of  course,  better  than  all 
others.  Every  now  and  then  there  is  some  mistaken  and 
overcharged  humour — but  much  excellent  delineation  of 
character, — the  story  very  well  told,  and  the  whole  very 
interesting.  Lady  Binka,  the  old  landlady,  and  Touch- 
wood are  all  very  good.  Mrs.  Blower  particularly  so.  So 
are  MacTurk  and  Lady  Penelope.  I  wish  he  would  give 
his  people  better  names :  Sir  Bingo  Binka  is  quite  ridicu- 
VOL,  in.  T 
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loos.  I  waa  very  glad  to  find  Dryasdust  and  M^  Merri- 
liea  excladed ;  one  was  never  good,  and  the  other  too 
ofben  good.  The  curtain  should  have  dropt  on  finding 
Clara's  glove.  Some  of  the  serious  scenes  with  Clara  and 
her  brother  are  very  fine, — the  knife  scene  masterly.  In 
her  light  and  gay  moments  Clara  is  very  vulgar ;  but  Sir 
Walter  always  foils  in  well-bred  men  aud  women, — and 
yet,  who  has  seen  more  of  both  ?  and  who  in  the  ordinary 
intercourse  of  society  is  better  bred  ?  Upon  the  whole, 
I  call  this  a  very  successful  exhibition.  I  hope  you  are 
rich,  healthy,  and  thinner. — ^Yours  truly, 

"  Sydney  Smith." 
St  Ronan'a  Well  was  published  in  December  1S23,  and 
immediately  after  its  conclusion  Sir  Walter  began  another 
novel.  The  title  originally  intended  for  this  work,  Mr, 
Loekhart  tells  us,  was  "  Herries,"  but  that  by  the  advice 
of  his  publisher  and  printer  he  was  induced  to  adopt  that 
of  Sedgauntlet.  It  would  appear  from  the  following 
passage  in  a  letter  firom  my  father  to  Mr.  Cadell  (Sept  9, 
1823)  that  a  more  startling  name  had  once  been  thought 
of : — "  I  went  to  Abbotsford  on  Saturday  after  twelve 
o'clock,  and  returned  early  yesterday,  I  found  Sir  Walter 
in  the  best  health,  and  in  no  respect  offended  with  me,  or 
at  our  late  correBpondeuce ;  and  what  passed  on  the  occa- 
sion was  calculated,  I  hope,  to  do  no  harm,  but  to  cement 
and  add  to  the  etabili^  of  our  future  dealings.  St 
Itonan's  advances,  and  the  next  after  it  is  already  chalked 
out;  it  is  to  contain  the  QobUnt,  and  to  be  called  'The 
Witeh,' — the  materials  for  which,  in  his  extraordinaiy 
head,  are  very  abundant." 
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Mr.  jLockhart  thus  alludes  to  the  fact  that,  coatrary  to 
custom,  SedgauDtlet  was  the  only  novel  of  1824  : —    . 

"This  yeu — mfroitJedtcto/— prodooed  but  one  novel;  and  it  U  not 
impooible  tbat  the  knthor  had  taken  deeplf  into  hi*  mind,  thongh  he 
wonld  not  immediaieij/  act  upon  thnn,  certain  hint*  about  the  danger 
of  'overcropping,'  which  had  been  alluded  to  as  dropping  from  hia 
pnblishcn  in  1623.  He  had,  however,  a  labour  of  some  weight  to  go 
Utrongfa  in  pMpsring  for  tiie  preu  a  Second  Edition  of  his  volnminoiu' 
Swift.  The  additions  to  this  reprint  were  numeroDi,  and  he  corrected 
Ma  notes  and  the  Life  of  the  Dean  throughont,  with,  considerable  c«re." ' 

The  following  letter  from  Sir  Walter  to  my  father 
acknowledges  the  gift  of  a  set  of  Variorum  Classics ; — 
"  ABBoravoitii,  6th  January  1S24. 

"Mt  deae  Sib, — Yesterday  I  had  the  great  pleasure 
of  placing  in  my  provisional  library  the  most  splendid 
present,  as  I  sincerely  helieye,  which  ever  an  author' 
received  from  a  hookseller,  in  the  shape  of  the  inimitable 
Vatioruma.  Who  knows  what  new  ideas  the  classics 
may  suggest  ?  for  I  am  determined  to  shake  off  the  rust 
which  years  have  contracted,  and  to  read  at  least  some  of 
the  most  capital  of  the  ancients  before  I  die.  Believe  me, 
my  dear  and  old  friend,  I  set  a  most  special  value  on  this 
work  as  coming  {torn  you,  and  as  being  a  pledge  that  the 
long  and  coufidential  intercourse  betwixt  us  has  been 
agreeable  and  advantageous  to  both. 

"  I  Come  to  town  on  Monday,  and  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  eeeiog  how  the  new  year  comes  in  with 
you ;  that  it  may  begin  with  the  prospect  of  renewed 
health  and  strength  is  the  sincere  wish  o(  dear  Constable, 
yours  always  truly,  Walter  Scott." 

1  See  Lite,  vol.  v.  p.  320.     Bedgauntlet  was  published  in  June  1834.' 
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Mr.  Cohstablb  to  Sir  Waltbe  Scott. 

"  3  Pask  Puci,  Janiary  \9lk,  1824. 

"  Dear  Sir  Waiter, — I  am  sorry  I  had  not  tbe  honour 
of  seeing  you  when  you  were  so  kind  as  make  inquiry  for 
me  here  on  Monday.  I  have  been  Tecommeoded  by  m^ 
medical  advisets  to  see  as  few  of  my  friends  as  possible ; 
if  I  had  been  aware  of  your  return  to  Edinburgh,  I  should 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  might  be 
admitted,  as  it  would  be  a  high  gratification  to  me  to 
have  half-an-bour's  conversation ;  and  whenever  you  find 
it  agreeable,  any  day  after  twelve  o'clock,  you  would 
oblige  me  much  1^  favouring  me  with  an  opportunity. 

"  With  r^ard  to  my  health,  I  really  have  been  very 
ill,  as  I  shall  explain  to  you.  I  hope  I  am  under  favour- 
able treatment,  and  likely  to  recover,  though,  I  confess, 
my  own  expectations  are  not  very  great.  Among  the 
many  things  I  had  to  think  of  in  oitr  important  inter- 
course, there  were  one  or  two  not  so  complete  as  I  could 
have  wished,  particularly  the  bargain  about  Shakespeare, 
which  we  must  get  put  in  form. 

"  I  have  never  received  the  Mss.  which  were  in  Lord 
Kinnedder's  possession.  I  wished  to  treat  that  matter 
with  the  delicacy  which  the  nature  of  it  and  my  respect 
for  our  late  worthy  friend  required,  but  I  fear  Uiia  may 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  lead  some  of  the  parties  concerned 
to  a  conclusion  of  my  little  anxiety  about  them.  I  had 
the  honour  of  delivering  your  letter  to  Mr.  Guthrie 
Wright  on  the  subject,  and  I  afterwards  applied  to  Mr. 
Alexander  Young,  who,  I  found,  was  Lord  K.'8  executor. 
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but  he  was  aQwilliog  to  interfere  till  Mr.  Erskioe  should 
arrive  from  Prince  of  Wales'  Island.  On  bearing  of  Mr. 
E-'s  return,  I  made  several  unsuccessful  attempto  at  see- 
ing him ;  he  was  either  from  home  or  in  the  country,  and 
I  latdy  addressed  a  letter  to  faim  requesting  possession  of 
the  Hss.,  but  with  as  little  success,  he  being  now  in  London. 
"I  need  not  say  bow  anxious  I  am  to  get  those  Msa.  to 
place  them  along  witti  the  others,  and  have  thought  it 
proper  to  state  the  circumstaDces  to  you,  in  the  con- 
fidence of  your  assisting  me  in  the  acquisition,  or  at  all 
events  to  satisfy  you,  that  their  not  being  already  in  my 
hands  does  not  arise  from  any  remissness  on  my  part  in 
obtaining  those  invaluable  treasures. — I  am,  etc., 

"A.C." 

Sir  Waltbb  Scott  to  Mb.  Constable. 

»  Abbotstors,  ittlh  March  1824. 

"  My  dbar  Cohstable, — Since  I  received  your  letter  I 
have  been  ou  the  look-out  for  a  companion  for  you,  and 
have  BOW  the  pleasure  to  send  one  bred  at  Abbotsford,  of 
a  famous  race.  His  name  has  hitherto  been  Cribb,  but 
you  may  change  it  if  you  please.  I  will  undertake  for 
his  doing  execution  upon  the  rata,  which  Polton  was  well 
stocked  with  when  I  knew  it  some  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years  b^.  You  must  take  some  trouble  to  attach  Mr. 
Cribb,  otherwise  he  wiU  form  low  connexions  in  the 
kitchen,  which  are  not  easily  broken  ofT.  The  best  and 
most  efj^ual  way  ie  to  feed  him  yourself  for  a  few  days. 

"  I  congratulate  you  heartily,  my  good  old  friend,  on 
your  look  forward  to  domestic  walks  and  a  companion 
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of  this  sort ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  your  health  will  gradu- 
ally be  confirmed  by  it  I  will  take  an  early  opportunity 
to  see  you  when  we  return  to  Edinburgh.  I  like  the 
banks  of  the  Esk,  which  to  me  are  full  of  many  remem- 
brances, among  which  those  relating  to  poor  Leydea  must 
come  home  to  you  as  well  aa  to  me.  I  am  ringingin  my 
improvements — painting  my  baronial  hall  willi  all  the 
scutcheons  of  the  Border  clans,  and  many  similar  device& 
For  the  roof-tree  I  tried  to  blazon  my  own  quarterings, 
«nd  succeeded  easily  with  eight  on  my  father's  side ;  but 
on  my  mother's  side  I  stuck  fast  at  the  mother  of  my 
great-great-grandfather.  The  ancestor  himself  was  John 
fiutheiford  of  Gmndisuock,  which  is  an  appanage  of  the 
HuQthill  estate,  and  he  was  married  to  Isabel  Ker  of 
Bloodylaws.  I  think  I  have  heard  that  either  this  John 
of  Grundisnock  or  his  father  was  one  of  the  nine  sons  of 
the  celebrated  Cock  of  HunthiU,  who  seems  to  have  had  a 
reasonable  brood  of  chickens.  Do  you  know  an3rthing  of 
the  pedigree  of  the  Hunthills  ?  The  £arl  of  Teviot  was 
of  a  younger  branch,  Rutherford  of  Quarrelboles,  but  of 
the  same  family.  If  I  could  find  out  these  Eutherfoids 
and  who  they  married,  I  could  complete  my  tree,  which  is 
otherwise  correct ;  but  if  not,  I  will  paint  clouda  on  these 
three  shields,  with  the  motto  Vvxicrunt  fortes  aTile,  These 
things  are  triHes  when  correct,  but  very  absurd  and  con- 
temptible if  otherwise.  Edgerstane  cannot  help  me ;  he 
only  knows  that  my  grandfather  was  a  cousin  of  his — and 
you  know  he  represents  Hunthill.  My  poor  mo^er  has 
often  told  me  about  it,  but  it  was  to  regardless  ears. 
Would  to   God   I   had  old  Mrs.  Keddie  of  Leith,  who 
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screeded  off  all  the  alliancea  between  the  Andersons  of 
Ettiick  House  and  the  Andersons  of  Ettrick  Hall,  though 
Michael  was  the  name  of  every  second  man,  and,  to  com* 
plete  the  mesa,  they  intermarried  with  each  other. — Yours 
truly,  Waltes  Scott." 

Mb.  Constable  to  Sie  Walter  Scott. 

"  POLIOEI,  Kt  htBBVASt,  \&th  AprU  1884. 

"  Dear  Sie  Waltee, — I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
yooi  last  kind  letter  some  days  previously  to  my  retaov- 
ing  here.  1  thank  yon  most  heartily  for  Cribb,  who 
promises  to  be  everything  I  could  wish.  I  could,  have 
desired  to  have  made  a  monopoly  of  his  attentions,  but 
the  bairns  will  not  allow  this.  The  little  car  is  already 
a  favourite  with  everybody. 

"  I  have  been  thinking  of  the  Hunthills ;  it  would 
appear  there  is  some  dispute  as  to  the  representative  of 
that  ancient  family.  I  have  not  at  present  the  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  Wood's  Peerage,  but  I  &inoy  the 
genealogies  are  pretty  fully  detailed  there.  I  have 
borrowed  two  books  from  my  son,  which  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  sending  for  yoor  perusal  The  first  edition 
of  The  Moores  Baffled,  with  Hollar's  cuts,  is  extremely 
rar&  The  reprint  by  Lord  Butherfurd  contains  a  brief 
genealogy  of  the  Butberfurds  at  the  end  of  it,  and  may 
probably  afford  you  some  hints.  I  suppose  the  Buther- 
furd who  sold  Hunthill  had  been  the  representative  of 
the  fiamily.  He  had  been  in  the  army,  and  resided,  some 
twenty-five  years  ago,  near  Gurrie,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Edinburgh.     He  left  a  fomily.     His  wife  was  a  Miss 
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Edgar,  daiighter  of  Mr.  E^ar  of  the  Excise.  I  remember 
the  younger  brother  of  this  Cftptain  Rutherfurd,  a  cleric 
in  the  Custom-house,  where,  I  believe,  he  still  ia 

"  From  Mr.  Batherfnrd,  as  heir  of  old  Beau  Lauder  of 
Carrol-side,  to  whom  he  was  nearly  related,  I  purchased, 
some  time  about  the  year  1797-98,  Carrol-aide's  library 
after  his  death.  It  was  in  that  collection  I  found  the 
Family  Bible  of  your  ancestors  the  Halibnrtona  of  New- 
mains,  which  I  have  frequently  mentioned  to  you  as  caa- 
taining  a  HS.  pedigree  of  the  family.  I  sold  this  Bible  to 
a  London  bookseller,  and  have  repeatedly  made  fruitless 
inquiries  after  it  Some  fortunate  incident  may,  how- 
ever, perhaps  lead  us,  at  a  future  day,  to  ita  present 
destination.  It  was  Barker's  edition,  in  black-letter, 
printed  early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

"  On  the  subject  of  this  Captain  Kutherfurd,  I  have 
still  something  farther  to  mention.  He  is  heir  of  entail 
to  the  estate  of  Dean,  and  raised  a  process  against  the 
present  Sir  John  Kisbett,  with  a  view  to  bastardize  him, 
in  which  be  did  not  succeed.  Sir  John's  mother  was  his 
father's  mistoess,  but  the  acknowledgment  of  her  as 
I^dy  Nisbett  in  Scotland  was  proved  by  many  witnesses. 
I  am  not  sure  whether  the  papers  in  this  process  do  not 
contain  something  concerning  the  Butherfnrds  of  Hnnt- 
hilL  It  was  in  the  Court  of  Session  some  time  between 
1793  and  '99,  The  proof  was  a  very  bulky  paper,  and 
contained  many  curious  things.  I  remember  being  much 
amused  with  the  evidence  of  an  old  lady,  Mrs.  Hamilton 
of  Fencaitland.  It  might  be  worth  your  while,  perhaps, 
to  look  into  this  process.    Mr.  Balderston,  W.S.,  was  Sir 
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John's  agent,  and  I  ha.Te  no  doubt  the  whole  paperB  vill 
be  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Scott,  W.S.,  the  late 
John  Scotf  a  son.  I  fear  you  iriU  think  this  tedious  kind 
of  gossip,  but  r  trouble  you  with  it  with  the  less  compunc- 
lion,  as  affordii^  some  evidence  that  I  am  now  so  well  as 
to  be  able  to  think  and  divert  myself  abont  old  stories. 

"  I  have  got  B  very  excellent  leaidence  hen.  You 
know  its  situation  to  be  particularly  interesting  from  its 
vicinity  to  Roslin  and  Hawthomden.  A  certain  spot  on 
the  opposite  bank  (which  at  a  future  day  wHl  be  eagerly 
inquired  after)  brings  daily  to  my  nmembiance  a  visit 
which,  along  with  John  Leyden,  I  had  the  honour  of  pay- 
ing you  fully  more  than  twenty  years  ago. 

"  I  hear  &om  headquarters  that  literary  matters  con- 
tinue to  tbriva  I  hve  in  the  hope  of  being  yet  able  to 
assist  their  progress,  but  I  am  here  in  quiet  in  the  mean- 
time, and,  considering  how  ill  I  was  so  very  lately,  my 
convalescence  looks  to  myself  as  if  magic  had  been  em- 
ployed in  eETecting  it  I  send  you  a  parcel  &om  worthy 
Peter  Coxe,  brother  of  the  Archdeacon.  If  you  have 
occasion  to  pay  him  for  his  book,  which  is  most  beanti- 
fully  embellisbed,  I  shall  be  glad  to  take  charge  of  that 
matter  for  you.  You  will  also  receive  a  small  volume, 
CatUUv/m,  Huitomicwm,  written  by  Mr.  George  Todd,  the 
intelligent  bookseller  at  York. — I  am,  eto, 

"  AfiCHiBALD  Constable." 

Me.  Constable  to  Sir  Waltee  Scott. 

"PoLTOir,  1th  September  1824. 
"Dear  Sir  WaLTeb,— I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending 
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jon  a  copy  of  Mr.  Dibdin's  Library  Companioo,  in  which 
there  is  some  amnsemeat,  but  I  do  not  think  of  the  use- 
ful kind  that  might  have  been  expected.  You  will  also 
receive  three  volumes  of  Lettera  iilustn^ve  of  English 
History,  published  from  the  or^nals  by  Mr.  Ellis  of  the 
British  Museum, — extremely  curious  and  weE  edited.  I 
hope  ve  may  liave  more  from  the  same  source.  These 
are  the  only  things  which,  during  my  recent  short  stay,  I 
thougbt  likely  to  interest  you,  and  I  did  not  see  any 
articles  of  the  olden  time  much  worthy  of  notice.  Bare 
books  appear  to  be  rising  in  price,  and  the  number  of 
collectors  greater  then  ever.  I  met  with  valuable  tracts 
of  Itahan  Poetry,  with  the  autograph  of  Dnunmond  of 
Hawthomden,  which,  on  its  arrival,  I  shall  send  for  your 
inspection.  I  got  home  on  Saturday,  after  an  agreeable, 
and,  I  tmat,  not  an  unproductive  journey,  with  my  health 
stiil  in  an  improving  state.  Mrs.  Constable  and  Miss 
White  were  somewhat  unwell  at  York,  which  detained  me 
three  days  there.  This,  however,  enabled  me  to  make  an 
excursion  to  Sheriff  Hutton  Castle — the  magnificent  ruin, 
in  which  the  apartment  is  still  shown  where  Elizabeth  of 
York,  mother  of  our  Maqi;aret,'  was  imprisoned  in  the  time 
of  Bichard  m.  I  also  saw  a  fine  collection  c^  pictures 
at  Mr.  Thomson's,  Sheriff  Hutton  Park,  in  which  were 
several  of  Holbein,  Vandyke,  etc.,  and  among  many  others 
an  original  portrait  of  Ben  Jonson. 

"  A  Iriend  in  London  was  so  good  as  give  me  for  your 
Museum  some  relics  recently  brought  from  Fern,  found 
in  the  tomb  of  one  of  the  Incas.    By  this  time  I  expect 
'  Uarguet,  the  QHe«n  of  Jkme*  vr. 
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the  boi.  coataimug  them  will  have  reached  AbboUford. 
When  your  eDgagements  allav  with  parfect  conTeDifiuce, 
I  shall  be  very  happy  to  wait  upon  you,— and  I  am,  etc, 
"  Abchibald  Constable." 

Sm  Walteh  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"A3om:sroKI>,8al^a■daJ/,l9ll^Sept.  1834. 

"  My  heae  Constable, — The  books  yesterday  received 
are  most  welcome,  and  quite  in  my  way.  The  Mexican 
curiosities  came  safe,  and  I  am  at  some  loss  to  guess  what 
kind  friend  has  remembered  my  bobby  here ;  only  I  ex- 
pected yiHi  to  be  the  benevolent  fairy.  Last  week  our 
house  was  quite  full,  but  our  visitors  have  now  left,  or  aro 
leaving  us;  so  if  Mrs.  Constable  and  you,  with  Miss 
White,  can  come,  any  day  you  please,  we  will  be  moat 
happy  to  see  you  all.  My  mighty  works  are,  I  think, 
now  completed ;  and  such  has  been  the  curiosity  of 
tourists  that  I  am  obliged  to  shut  my  doors  against  all 
but  friends,  otherwise  we  should  not  have  a  moment's 
quiet  In  the  hope  of  seeing  you  one  day  soon,  I  am 
very  truly  yours,  Walter  Scott." 

The  Same  to  the  Same. 

"  Abboistobd,  2Sd  Oa.  1324. 

"Ut  deab  Constable, — I  recovered  the  above*  with 
great  difficulty.  I  believe  it  was  never  spoken,  but 
written  for  some  play,  afterwards  withdrawn,  in  which 
Mrs.  Henry  Siddons  was  to  have  spoken  in  the  character 
of  Queen  Mary,  It  is  at  your  service,  if  you  think  it 
worth  while  to  insert  it 

'  Epilogne  Ml  Qn««o  Hkrj. 
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"  I  am  anxious  to  see  Medwin's  account  of  Lord  Byron, 
which  seems  to  he  aa  authentic  as  such  recollections  cao 
he,  thou^  full  of  i  naccuraciea  from  imperfect  remem- 
brance or  communication.  One  always  looks  to  what 
concerns  themselves.  He  says  very  truly  that  I  received 
much  instruction  from  poor  Mat  Lewis ;  bat  it  related 
almost  entirely  to  the  rhymes,  in  which  he  was  greatly 
superior,  and  to  the  structure  and  versification,  for  which 
the  poor  monk  had  a  most  excellent  ear.  He  wrote  no 
part  of  The  Fire  King,  which  I  finished  in  one  evening 
after  dinner,  with  Heber  and  Leyden  sitting  beside  me. 
Nor  do  I  think  he  ever  helped  me  to  a  line,  save  one  in 
which  I  made  a  false  quantity,  rendering  Jfily,  July. 
But  poor  Mat  wrote  many  better  things.  I  will  send 
the  autograph  of  the  Epilogue  to  David,  the  secretaiy,* 
to  reclaim  an  old  promise. 

"  Farewell,  my  good  friend ;  I  hope  this  will  find  you 
well.— I  am  truly  yours,  Walter  Scott." 

Mk.  Constable  to  SiE  Walter  Scott. 

"PoLTON  HoiTBZ,  SIh  Novr.  1824. 

"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — The  communication  of  the  Epi- 
I<^e  has  conferred  a  particular  favour  on  me,  and  as  such 
will  be  felt  also  by  Hurst  and  Bobinson.  It  is  beautiful, 
and  with  your  permission  I  would  wish  to  include  it  in  the 
octavo  edition  of  the  Poetical  Works  now  going  to  press. 

"  Capt  Medwin's  Conversations  of  Lord  Byron,  &om  the 

'  The  Secretary  oF  the  Bamutyne  Club  wu  the  invaluable  David 
Laiog,  LL.D.,  whoae  treaanry  of  Icnowledge  ia  an  open  book  of  Teferanca 
to  all  who  need  to  be  informed  on  uty  aubject. 
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extracts  in  the  newspapere,  appears  curious,  and,  I  should 
think,  on  the  whole  as  fiuthful  as  snch  a  work  can  be 
expected  to  be.  I  cannot  help  being  amused  with  what 
is  Baid  of  the  most  nervous  of  *  God's  Booksellers ;'  in 
some  respects  this  nervous  gentleman  could  be  matched, 
in  otheis  I  fancy  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  his  parallel ; 
it  will  be  regretted  that  some  of  the  occurrences  referred 
to  should  be  doomed  to  such  permanent  record ;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  displays  many  traits  of  honourable  character 
to  which  it  will  not  be  questioned  Lord  Byron  was  well 
entitled. 

"  I  have  sent  you  in  a  parcel  by  the  coach  the  relic  I 
mentioned  formerly  from  Jonson's  Willow — it  is  a  part  of 
one  of  the  branches  etmck  off  by  lightning  some  years  ago 
— and  along  with  it  the  Adventures  of  John  Daniel,  an  odd 
book,  with  a  letter  from  your  old  correspondent,  Henry 
White.  Tour  collection  of  BiaUme  is  very  extensive, 
but  I  lately  picked  up  what  I  expect  will  pivve  an  addi- 
tion to  it — The  Devil's  Cloven  Foot,  by  John  Bowdler, 
printed  at  Bristol  above  an  hundred  years  ago. 

"  My  health  has  been  -v^  good  till  within  the  last  few 
days,  when  I  have  had  a  slight  rheumatic  attack,  just,  I 
hope,  to  remind  me  how  careful  I  ought  to  be  in  cold 
weather, — I  am,  etc.,  Abchibald  Constable." 

On  the  26th  December  1824  my  father  suffered  severe 
affliction  by  the  death  of  a  mnch-loved  child,  his  dat^hter 
Catherine,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  She  had  always 
been  intellectually  precocious,  and  the  tenderness  of  her 
heart  was  as  remarkable  as  the  brightness  of  her  mind. 
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If  my  father  had  a  favourite  among  his  children  it  was  she, 
and  his  love  vaa  fondly  returned.  I  shall  never  forget 
their  parting  on  the  momiog  when  with  a  devoted  siatcr 
she  left  Polton,  never  to  letam, — it  was  indeed  my  own 
first  sorrow,  to  be  parted  thus  from  the  constant  com- 
panion of  my  childhood. 

Catherine  fell  a  victim  to  conffnmption.  She  died  at 
Clapham,  under  the  tender  care  of  her  eldest  brother  and 
Bister ;  but  though  her  father  had  the  comfort  of  knowing 
that  she  was  tenderly  cherished  to  the  last,  and  was  quite 
resigned  to  die,  he  never  ceased  to  mourn,  and  the  thought 
of  rejoining  her  was  in  bis  mind  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  he  died. 


.dbvGooyk" 


CHAPTER  XV. 

The  t^]-cIop>dU  far  Yoath— Letters  on  the  subject  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  and 
Mr.  Syduej  Smith,  with  Mr.  Smith's  reply—"  Conetahlo'e  MiBcslUny  "— 
Letter  from  Mr,  Lockhait  re^rdiDg  it  and  a  varioncm  Shakespeare  by  Hr. 
OtSbrd — Hjr  father  eipoands  it  Abbotstordbli  scheme  of  "The  Mlscel- 
laay  "— Ur.  Lockhirt's  vernon  of  the  scene—My  lather  and  not  Sir 
Walter  Scott  the  aaggester  of  a  Life  of  NapDleoo—Hr.  Lpekhart  inent 
"  Uiscellanj  "—The  Tales  of  the  CmtBdera,  letter  &am'iny  father— Sir 
Walter  Scott  naits  Iielaod ;  Letters  from  Hr.  Lockhart  and  Sir  Walter. 

One  of  the  projects  that  my  father  at  this  time  had  in 
view  waa  the  Encyclopaedia  for  Youth,  ia  which  of  course 
he  hxtked  for  the  co-operation  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and 
in  the  following  letter,  dated  Polton,  23d  February  1825, 
he  suggested  a  few  congenial  subjects : ' — 

1  To  the  Baverend  Sydney  Smith  ray  fftther  alao  wnrte  on  the  aame 
tabjeot  on  the  7th  February  1826.  I  give  the  foUowiog  eitraot  from 
his  letter,  with  Mr.  Smith's  characteriBtic  reply  : — 

"  I  expect  to  commeooe  printing  in  May  fint^  and  to  complete  the 
whole  within  eighteen  montlit  from  thkt  time ;  the  materials  being 
only  reqnired  gradually,  but  acceptable  aa  soon  as  they  can  be  fur- 
nished. In  regard  to  the  pecuniary  remnneration,  one  pound  for  each 
printed  page  has  been  considered  as  the  rate  for  contributions  of  the 
Srrt  olttBi,  in  which  I  trost  I  may  be  permitted  the  honour  of  adding 
your  name ;  at  any  rate,  I  am  sura  you  will  forgive  the  freedom  of  my 
troubling  yon  with  these  detail*. 

"  Toa  have  been  ao  kind  aa  to  inquire  after  my  health,  which  has 
for  the  iMt  four  yean  been  rery  indifferent ;  but  1  am  thankfnl  to  say 
I  am  very  well  at  present,  and  able  once  more  to  attend  my  former 
L. calling,  and  look  forward  to  the  pleaBure  at  a  future  day  to  remind 
you  of  your  promiae  that  I  should  one  day  publish  your  works  in  folio, 
or  in  any  other  die  snitahle  to  the  taate  of-  the  timea ;  but  we  ahaQ 
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•'  PoLroH,  23  POg.  1825. 

"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — I  have  not  mentioDed  anything 
to  you  lately  of  my  plan  of  the  Encyclopiedia  for  Youth, 
from  a  wish  of  not  plaguing  more  than  can  be  avoided ; 
but  I  have  been  arranging  fot  the  materials,  and  I  hope 
Buecessfultj.  Dr.  Gi'eville  promisea  to  make  an  excellent 
kapp  to  the  folio  if  yon  insist  upon  it.  This  will  conTinoe  yon  that  I 
sm  tiiit  entirely  unmindful  of  the  good  yon  predicted  nie  some  three-and- 
twanty  ye&rs  ago.  Much  of  it  has  been  realised ;  and  the  evil  which 
you  threatened  should  be  entirely  mine,  the  PUiory,  I  hilTe  fortunately 
eacaped.  It  would  be  more  gratifying  to  me  than  I  shall  trouble  yon 
by  eipresmng  at  present,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  rendering  yon  an 
acoonnt  of  our  literary  doings  here,  and  I  shall  certainly  neit  time  I 
go  aoDth  take  the  liberty  of  paying  my  reapecta  to  you  at  Foatm. — I 
am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  dear  Sir,  yours,  etc. , 

"  Ahchd.  Constabu.'' 
Ur.  Sutk  to  Mb.  CoKStAsix 

"FoctvoH,  Marth  3,  1825. 

"  Dub  8m, — I  think  the  plan  of  the  propoaed  work  and  the  choice 
of  the  editor  very  good,  and  likely  to  succeed.  I  am  very  sorry,  how- 
ever, that  my  oocupattons  here  (which,  though  frivolous,  are  still  neces- 
sary and  nnmerous)  will  prevent  me  from  beoomiog  a  contrifantor.  It 
will  have  my  good  wishes,  however,  if  it  has  not  my  Incnbntiona,  and 
the  first  are  perhaps  of  more  value  than  the  laat 

"  I  am  very  glad  my  predictions  of  your  sucoess  are  rerified.  I  have 
hardly  had  fair-play  respecting  the  Pillory,  as  it  waa  aboliahed  ao  long 
before  your  decease.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  T  think  the  reviewers 
would  have  seen  you  in  the  wood ;  and  I  have  often  heard  Mr.  Jefilray 
and  Mr.  Murray  ssy  (though  I  know  they  have  both  a  great  regard  for 
you)  that  they  should  probably  be  led  away  in  that  case  by  the  examgde 
of  the  nob,  and  that  they  conld  not  avoid  indulging  in  an  egg  or  twfc 
Mr.  Brougham,  with  his  accustomed  acuteneas,  suggested  that  decayed 
egp  would  answer  the  purpose  as  well  as  fresh  onea.  Thia  was  the 
waggish  way  in  which  in  fcamer  days  we  nsed  to  make  merry  with  o«r 
publiaber. 

"  I  still  maintain  a  partiality  for  the  folio  form,  so  expect  no  other ! 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  you  in  yonr  way  to  or  from  the  sonth. — I 
remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly,  _    __^         Stdrxt  Smitb." 
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editor  of  the  work,  and  all  my  literary  tiiends  to  whom  I 
have  yet  applied  agree  to  support  it  Miss  Edgeworth, 
with  whom  you  were  so  kind  as  use  influence  in  my  behalf, 
ia  of  the  distinguished  number. 

"  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  list  of  the  pro- 
posed contents,  t  must  not  look  for  much  of  your  aid.  I 
hope,  however,  if  leisure  permits,  you  might  find  a  plea- 
sure in  preparing  a  few  short  articles  on  familiar  topics, 
sach  OS  the  following,  which  I  would  use  the  freedom  to 


"The  Spanish  Armada — Sir  Andrew  Barton — Lord 
Byron — Bannockbum — Bruce,  King  Robert — Charles  L 
of  i^gland,  as  a  Prince  of  fine  taste  and  great  misfortune 
— Drummond  of  Hawthornden — Guy,  Earl  of  Warwick 
— Mary  Queen  of  Scots — ^Dr.  Archibald  Pitcaim — Isaac 
Walton. 

"  The  work  wiU  go  to  press  in  about  three  months,  and 
be  completed,  I  expect,  within  two  years.  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  send  yon  a  delightful  specimen  of  the  first 
sheet  of  Shakespeare. — ^Yours,  eto., 

"  Archibald  Constable." 

The  grand  scheme,  however,  that  now  chiefly  engaged 
my  father's  attention  was  his  "  Miscellany,"  undoubtedly 
the  pioneer  and  suggester  of  aU  the  various  "  Libraries  " 
which  sprang  up  in  its  wake,  and  which,  after  the  inspira- 
tion and  management  of  its  projector  had  been  withdrawn, 
may  be  said  to  have  run  it  down.  It  extended,  however, 
to  seventy-six  volumes,  and  I  believe  is  admitted  on  the 
whole  to  be  equal  in  literary  excellence  and  interest  to 
any  similar  collection  yet  given  to  the  public. 

VOL  m.  V 
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Tha  foUowing  letter  from  Mr.  Loekhart  to  my  father 
allodes  to  it,  and  to  the  edition  of  Shakespeare,  vhich, 
in  coDJanctioa  with  his  fether-in-law,  he  had  agreed  to 
edit: — 

"  OnuHBrocN,  Glaboow,  May  S,  182G. 

"  Mt  Deab  Sm, — I  Buppose  you  have  ere  this  time 
heard  from  Sir  Walter,  but  in  caae  you  have  not,  I  can  do 
no  great  harm  by  mentionii^;  that  when  I  told  your  plan 
to  him,  he  aaid  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  &y  far  the  best  he 
had  heard  of.  His  woida  I  think  were,  'This  is  the 
cleverest  thing  that  ever  came  into  that  cleverest  of  all 
hibliopolic  heads.'  I  trust  yoa  will  one  day  have  good 
reason  to  congratulate  yourself  on  this  magnificent  con- 
ception, and  shall  certainly  think  it  a  fine  day  that 
witnesses  the  execution  of  it  b^un. 

"  By  the  way,  I  suppose  you  must  print  these  books,  if 
not  even  the  Novels  themselves,  henceforth  in  Paris.  I 
don't  think  even  you  are — certainly  no  one  else  is — 
sufficiently  interested  by  the  proposed  changes  as  to  the 
duty  on  exported  books.  If  it  goes  on,  certainly  Ballan- 
tyne,  and  Davison  and  Co.,  may  turn  off  half  their  hands. 
Indeed,  I  hear  some  of  your  brethren  in  London  have 
already  made  prospective  arrangements,  on  a  large  scale, 
with  the  Didots,  and  John  Smith  here  has  collected  some 
curious  materials  about  these  matters.  I  wish  much 
ha  would  print  them  in  some  shape  ere  the  Act  passes. 

"  'What  is  this  announcement  of  a  variorum  Shakespeare 
&om  Mr.  Gifford  ?  It  is  very  \mfortunate  if  two  such 
works  come  out  about  the  same  time,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  be  must  have  a  great  deal  of  valuable  matter 
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to  produce.  However,  he  haa  been  ten  years  about  Foid 
and  Shirley,  and  I  daresay  he  will  never  see  a  Shakespeare 
out,  even  if  he  lives  tea  years  more.  For  the  rest,  it  is 
perhaps  a  mere  trick  of  some  professional  enviewx,  and  at 
the  worst  he  will  scarcely  match  our  prolegomena.  I  shall 
however  be  anxious  to  hear  what  Mr.  Cadell  says  as  to 
this  business,  from  Loudon,  and  will  call  on  you  when  I 
get  back  to  Edinburgh,  in  the  beginning  of  the  week. — 
Yours,  etc.,  J.  G.  Lockhabt." 

The  occafiion  at  Abbotsford  a  few  days  later,  when  my 
father's  great  project  was  fully  explained  to  Sir  Walter, 
to  his  son-in-law,  and  Mr.  fiallantyne,  has  been  very 
graphically  delineated  hy  Mr.  Lockhart  in  his  life  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott  There  is  a  good  deal  that  naturally  is  dis- 
tasteful to  my  filial  reverence  in  his  familiar  treatment  of 
a  man  whose  genius  he  acknowledged,  and  towards  whom 
when  in  presence  he  was  accustomed  to  behave  with 
marked  respect ;  but  Mr.  Lockhart's  contempt  for  a  dead 
lion  was  complete,  and  his  narrative  is  perhaps  mainly 
true.     I  shall  give  it  in  his  own  words :  ^ — 

"  Sir  Walter  couidered  his  publiiber*!  new  pluu  worthy  ot  very 
ample  deliberatioD.  CoDstable  now  opened  them  itt  fnlosM  of  detail, 
and  explained  hia  views  in  t,  maimer  that  mig^t  well  eidte  admiration, 
not  uomiied  with  aUnn.  Constable  was  meditating  nothing  leae  than 
a  total  revolation  in  the  art  and  trafSc  of  hookaelliDg  ;  and  the  exult- 
ing and  bhudng  fanoy  with  which  he  expanded  and  embellished  his 
visioDj  of  snooeas,  hitherto  undreamt  of  in  the  philosophy  of  the  trade, 
might  almoet  have  indnoed  seriona  eaejuciona  of  his  aanity,  bnt  for  the 
cnrionj  acomniilation  of  pregnttit  facta  on  which  he  retted  hia  justifi- 
catioD,  and  the  deiteroiu  sagacity  with  which  he  uncoiled  hii  practical 

'  See  Life,  vol  ri.  )>p.  28-33. 
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infemcaa.  He  rtartled  ni  at  tiie  ontcet  bj  uying,  *  litenrj  gouiu 
majr,  or  nay  not^  bdve  done  ita  best ;  bat  printing  and  bookMlIin^  aa 
uutrnmenti  for  enlightening  and  ontNtaining  mankind,  and,  of  oonzBe, 
for  making  monejr,  are  a>  yet  in  mere  infaooy.  Yea,  the  trade  are  in 
their  oradle.'  Soott  eyed  the  florid  bookseller'i  beaming  countenanoe, 
and  the  tolemn  itare  with  wbicb  the  aqnally  portly  printer  waa  listen- 
ing, and  pnahing  round  the  bottlaa  with  a  hearty  chuckle,  bade  me 
■  Give  onr  twa  tontie  IxMia  a  drap  mother'a  milk.'  Constable  ancked 
in  freah  iiupii»tioD,  and  proceeded  to  lay  that,  irild  at  we  might  think 
him,  bia  new  plana  had  been  ioggected  by,  and  were  in  fact  mainly 
grounded  npon,  a  ai^ciently  proaaic  authority — namely,  the  annual 
•ohedule  of  aaaeaaed  taiea,  a  oopy  of  which  interesting  document  he 
drew  from  his  pocket,  and  8tilD«titated  for  hii  D'Ofleg.  It  waa 
copionaly  diveraified,  text  and  margent,  by  figniea  and  calculations  in 
hii  own  handwriting,  which  I  for  one  might  have  regarded  with  lesa 
nverence  bad  I  known  at  the  time  thia  great  arithmeliaiaii'i  rooted 
arenion  and  contempt  for  all  examination  of  hia  own  baUooe-abeet. 

"  Bia  lecture  on  these  column*  and  ciphers  waa,  however,  aa  profound 
aa  ingenioue.  He  had  taken  vait  pains  to  &I1  in  the  number  of  persona 
who  might  fairly  be  auppoeed  to  pay  the  taxes  for  each  separate  article 
of  luxury ;  and  his  ooudasion  waa,  that  the  immense  msj<nity  of 
British  families  endowed  with  liberal  fortunes,  had  never  yet  conceived 
the  remotest  idea  that  tiveir  domeatia  arrangements  were  incomplete, 
onlesa  they  expended  some  considerable  snm  annually  upon  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  'Take,'  said  he,  'this  one  absurd  and  oontemptiblo 
item  of  the  tax  on  bair-powder ;  Oka  nae  of  it  is  almoet  entirely  gone 
out  of  fashion.  Bating  a  few  parsons'  and  lawyers'  wigs,  it  may  be 
said  that  hair-powder  is  confined  to  fitaJcegi,  and  indeed  to  the  liveiy- 
servants  of  great  and  splendid  houses  siolasively ;  nay,  in  many  even 
of  theae  it  is  already  quite  laid  aside.  Nevertheless,  tai  each  head 
that  is  thus  vilified  in  Qre*t  Britain,  a  guinea  is  paid  yearly  to  the 
Exchequer ;  and  tbe  taieea  in  that  schedule  are  an  army,  oompered  to 
the  pnrcbaaen  of  even  the  best  and  moat  popular  of  books.'  He  went 
on  in  the  same  vein  about  armorial  bearings,  banters,  raeen,  and  four- 
wheeled  carriagea ;  and  having  demonstrated  that  hnndreda  of  titOB- 
sands  in  this  magnificent  country  held,  as  neoeaaary  to  their  peraonal 
comfort,  and  tbe  maintenance  of  decent  station,  articles  upon  artidea 
of  coetiy  elegance,  of  which  their  forefabhera  never  dreamt,  said  that 
on  the  whole,  however  usual  it  waa  to  talk  of  the  extended  scale  of 
literary  transactions  in  modem  days,  our  self-love  never  deceived  us 
more  grossly  than  when  we  fancied  our  notions  as  to  the  natter  of 
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books  had  advuioed  in  at  all  b  comaponding  proportiaiL  '  On  tbe 
contrary,'  cried  Constable,  '  I  am  Batiafied  that  the  demand  for  Shako- 
■peare'i  p1a;«,  oontemptible  m  we  hold  it  to  have  beeii,^in  tbe  time  of 
Elizabeth  and  Jamea,  was  more  creditable  to  the  claasea  vbo  really 
indulged  in  any  Bort  of  elsganoe  then,  than  the  sale  of  Childe  HanM 
or  Waveriey,  trinmpluuitly  aa  peofde  talk,  ia  to  the  alleged  eipanaion 
of  tarte  and  inteUigeDoe  in  thii  niiieteeatb  oentnry,' 

"  Scott  bel^  bun  on  by  iaterposing,  tb«t  at  that  moment  ha  had  a 
rich  vjftUey  crowded  with  handaome  booBei  under  bia  view,  and  yet 
mncb  donbted  whether  any  laird  within  ten  miles  spent  ten  poandi 
per  annum  on  the  literature  of  the  day — wbiob  he,  of  course,  diatin- 
gniahed  from  its  periodical  preaa.  '  No,'  said  Conatable,  '  there  ia  no 
market  among  them  that  is  worth  one's  thinking  about.  Tbey  are 
contented  with  a  review  or  a  m^jarine,  or  at  beat  with  a  paltry  aub- 
Bcription  to  tome  circulating  library  forty  miles  off.  But  if  I  live  for 
half-a-doxen  years,  I  '11  make  it  as  impossible  that  there  ahonld  not  be 
a  good  library  in  every  decent  house  in  Britain  aa  that  the  ibepherd'a 
ingle-nook  should  want  the  tatitpoix.  Ay,  and  what's  that! '  he  con- 
tinued, warming  and  puffing ;  '  why  should  the  ingle-nook  itaeU  want 
a  shelf  for  Ae  notsb  t ' — '  I  see  your  drift,  my  man,'  says  Sir  Walter ; 
— '  you  "re  for  being  like  Billy  Pitt  in  Oilray's  print — you  want  to  get 
into  the  Bait-box  yoonell' — '  Yea,'  he  responded, — '  I  have  hitherto 
been  thinking  only  of  the  wax-lights,  but  before  I  'm  a  twelvemonth 
older  I  shall  have  my  hand  upon  the  tallow.' — 'Troth,'  saya  Scott, 
■  you  are  indeed  likely  to  be  "  The  grand  Napoleon  of  the  realms  of 
prmt."  ' — '  U  you  outlive  me,'  says  Constable,  with  a  ragal  smile,  '  I 
bespeak  that  line  for  my  tomb-stone  j  but,  in  the  meantime,  may  I 
preanme  to  ask  yon  to  be  my  right-hand  man  when  I  open  my  cam- 
pMgn  of  Uarengo  I  T  have  now  settled  my  outline  of  operations — a 
three-BhilliDg  or  half-crown  volume  every  month,  which  must  and  shall 
eell,  not  by  thousands  or  tena  of  thousanda,  bnt  by  hundreds  of  thoa- 
•ands — ay,  by  mOliont  1  Twelve  volumes  in  the  year,  a  halfpenny  of 
profit  upon  every  copy  of  which  will  make  me  richer  than  the  posses- 
don  of  all  the  copyrights  of  all  the  quartoe  that  ever  were  or  will  be 
hot-preised  1 — twelve  volumes,  so  good,  tbat  milliona  must  wish  to  have 
them,  and  «a  cheap  that  every  bntcher'a  calUnt  may  have  them,  if  he 
pleases  to  let  me  tax  him  nxpenoe  a  week  1 ' 

"  llany  a  previous  consultation,  and  many  a  solitary  meditation,  too, 
prompted  Scott's  answer. — *  Your  plan,*  said  he,  '  cannot  fail,  provided 
tbe  books  be  really  good ;  but  yon  must  not  start  until  yon  have  not 
only  leading  columns,  but  depth  upon  depth  of  reserve  in  thoroo^ 
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order.  I  am  williog  to  do  my  put  in  tbii  grand  trnterprita.  Often, 
«f  Ute,  hsTs  I  felt  that  the  vein  <A  fiction  ma  nearly  worked  ont ; 
often,  ai  you  |^  know,  have  I  be«n  thinking  ■erfooaly  of  taming  my 
band  to  history.  I  am  of  opinion  that  hiatorical  writing  haa  no  more 
been  adapted  to  the  demanda  of  the  increaaed  oirolea  among  which 
literatnre  doei  akeady  find  iti  way,  than  yon  allega  M  to  tiia  sh^M 
and  price  of  booka  in  generaL  What  i^  yoa  to  taking  the  field  with 
•  life  of  the  oOuT  Napoleon  I ' 

"  The  reader  doM  not  need  to  be  told  that  the  aeriea  of  .obe^ 
Ttdiunea,  enbeeqaently  iuaed  under  the  title  of  'Conatable'a  Miscel- 
lany,' waa  die  aoheme  on  which  tbi*  great  bookaeller  waa  brooding. 
Before  he  left  Abbotaford,  it  waa  arranged  that  the  Stat  Numbco'  of 
this  oollection  ahonid  conaiat  of  one-balf  of  Waveiley ;  tlw  aecond,  of 
the  flnt  teotioa  of  a  '  life  of  Napoleon  Bacoiaparte  by  the  Author  of 
Waverley  ; '  that  this  life  should  be  oompriaed  in  four  of  theae  Num^ 
bera  ;  and  that,  nntil  tbe  whole  aeriea  of  hia  novala  ahonid  have  been 
iaaued, — a  volume  every  aeoond  month,  in  this  new  and  nnoosUy  form, 
— he  ahoold  keep  the  Ballantyne  preaa  going  with  a  aeriea  of  hiatorieal 
worka,  to  be  iasDed  on  tbe  alternate  months.  .  Snch  were,  as  far  as 
Seott  was  conoemed,  the  fint  oatlinee  ol  a  daring  plan  never  deetined 
to  b«  carried  into  execDtion  on  the  gigantic  scale  or  with  tbe  grand  ap- 
plianoea  whldh  the  projector  contemplated,  bnt  destined,  neTerthelea^ 
to  lead  the  way  in  one  of  tbe  greatest  revolationa  that  literary  history 
will  ever  have  to  reoord — a  revolntiott  not  the  Icaa  anre  to  be  com- 
pleted, thongb  as  yet,  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  yeaia,  we  eee  only  ita 
beginnings."  ' 

FVom  the  following  eztiact  &oiu  legal  queiias  put  to  my 
iather  after  the  sequestration,  with  reference  to  the  life 
of  Napoleon,  it  would  appear  that  the  earliest  au^estion 
of  that  work  had  been  made  by  him,  and  not  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott  :— 

"  Q.  About  what  period  was  it  agreed  that  Sir  Walter 
Scott  should  write  a  Life  of  Buonaparte  1 — A.  To  tiie  best 
of  my  recoUectioQ,  some  time  between  the  20th  May  and 
20th  June  last  year. 

1  Constable's  Miacellany  also  inangarated  the  cloth  bindii^  which 
are  now  aniveraally  adopted  in  our  osrn  and  other  countries. 
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"  Q.  Did  you  apply  to  Sir  Walter  to  write  this  work  ? — A. 
I  did,  and  I  will  atote  the  object  in  view.  I  had  projected  a 
periodical  work  entitled  '  CoQstable'a  Miscellany,'  tiie  plan 
of  wbicli  met  with  Sir  Walter  Scott'a  hearty  approbation. 
Id  the  list  of  worka  contained  in  the  prospectus  of  this 
Miscellany,  I  had  inaerted  a  Life  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte 
in  four  toIb.,  which  list  waa  submitted  to  several  of  the 
literary  frienda  of  the  house.  In  the  course  of  showing  it 
to  Mr.  Lockhart,  who  had  undertaken  to  write  the  life  of 
Bums,  I  au^ested  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain 
a  Life  of  Kapoleon  from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  it  was 
throu^  this  medium  that  the  proposal  was  first  made  to 
him.  Sir  Walter  thought  favourably  of  the  project,  and, 
within  two  or  three  days  after  this  meeting  with  Mr. 
Lockhart,  I  saw  Sir  Walter  on  the  subject,  when  it  waa 
^p-eed  that  the  work  should  consist  of  four  vols.,  aud  be 
brought  out  under  the  name  of  the  Author  of  Waverley, 
in  such  form  and  size  as  might  be  deemed  most  expedient. 
The  terms  to  be  the  same  as  those  entered  into  for  the 
Crusaders,  for  instance.  I  stated  to  Sir  Walter,  that  as 
this  work  would  likely  meet  a  more  extensive  demand 
than  a  work  of  fiction,  it  had  occurred  to  me  that  airange- 
menta  could  be  made  entitling  ua  to  give  him  a  much 
lai^  sum  of  money.  His  r^ly  was — '  Let  us  bring  out 
the  first  edition,  and  the  more  of  it  that  can  be  sold  it 
will  be  the  better  for  all  of  ua.  You  know  we  do  not  deal 
iu  hard  baigain-maMng  with  each  other.  la  the  mean- 
time let  us  get  materiala ;  insert  the  Memoirs  in  the  list 
of  your  Miscellany,  giving  the  name  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  as  the  author.'    This,  to  the  beat  of  my  recol- 
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lection,  is  the  substance  of  what  passed  at  the  first  meet- 
ing betveen  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  myself  on  tbe  sulxiect 
of  the  Memoiis  of  Napoleon. 

"  Q.  Did  you  communicate  this  arrangement  to  any 
one  ? — A.  I  did.  Mr.  Gadell  waa  not  in  the  shop  at  the 
time,  but  I  thought  the  matter  so  important  that  I  left  a 
line  for  bim  that  he  might  know  of  our  good  fortune  with- 
out delay.  Mr.  Gadell  and  myself  bad  afterwards  a  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Ballantyne,  who  was  immediately  to  give  us 
an  offer  of  the  work  in  the  usual  form,  and  I  think  Mr. 
Ballantyne  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  scroll  of  the 
agreement. 

"  Q.  Was  that  agreement  extended  ? — A.  A  scroll  or 
copy  of  it  was  afterwards  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Gadell ; 
but  it  was  not  immediately  extended,  as  I  understood, 
owing  to  these  existing  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the 
form  in  which  the  book  should  first  appear.  Mr.  Ballantyne 
furnished  estimates  of  it,  both  in  the  post  size  as  a  four- 
volume  book,  and  in  the  demy  octavo  size  as  a  three- 
volume  book.     A  quarto  edition  was  alao  thought  of. 

"  Q.  Was  the  extent  of  the  book  fixed  at  four  vols., 
and  were  you  to  pay  the  author  for  it  the  same  as  for  the 
Grusaders,  for  instance  1 — A.  I  understood  Sir  Walter  as 
undertaking  to  give  us  a  work  in  four  vols.,  and  that  we 
were  to  have  the  same  number  of  copies  for  the  same 
money  as  of  the  Grusaders.  I  proposed,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  extension  beyond  four  vols.,  that  the  size  of  page 
should  be  somewhat  increased,  so  as  to  give  us  three  vols, 
in  octavo  of  about  500  pages  each,  similar  to  the  Novels 
and  Tales  of  that  size,  and  the  work  is  now  printing  in 
post  octavo  on  that  plan. 
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"  Q.  When  waa  the  poet  octavo  size  determined  on  ? — 
A,  Some  time  in  October  last,  when  I  vas  in  London,  and 
irom  communications  with  the  trade  having  found  that 
the  post  size  should  be  adopted  in  the  first  instance.  I 
commanicated  this  to  Mr.  CadeU,  and  the  work  went  im- 
mediately to  press. 

"  Q.  Was.tbo  regulation  of  the  size  entirely  with  yont 
— A.  I  considered  it  was  so — Sir  Walter  Scott  having  left 
it  to  my  decision. 

"  C-  Did  Sir  Walter  Scott  do  so  in  conveiaation  or  by 
letter  ? — A.  He  did  it  by  letters  from  Abbotaford  early  in 
the  month  of  September,  and  he  did  it  afterwards  in  con- 
versation early  in  October  at  Abbotaford  when  on  my  way 
to  London. 

"  Q.  What  impression  is  now  printing? — A.  I  under- 
stand the  impression  to  be  8000  copies  ;  it  was  my  wish 
in  tbe  first  instance  to  have  printed  only  6000  in  this  size, 
and  to  have  had  3000  in  octavo ;  these  two  quantities  I 
considered  to  be  all  that  was  bargained  for  in  the  first 
instance  with  tbe  author,  and  I  cannot  say  why  this  plan 
was  departed  from. 

"  Q.  Was  there  any  bargain  for  future  editions ;  the 
insertion  of  the  work  in  your  Miscellany  for  instance  ? — 
A.  None ;  aU  the  transactions  wiUi  Sir  Walter  Scott  and 
the  house  were  uniformly  conducted  by  him  in  a  manner 
BO  accommodating  and  liberal,  that  stipulations  which 
would  have  been  necessary  in  other  cases  were  not  at- 
tended to  in  dealings  with  him.  I  may  here  mention, 
that  I  was  so  sanguine  as  to  the  success  of  tbe  Memoirs 
of  Ifapoleon  by  the  Author  of  Waverley,  that  I  did  not 
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hesitate  to  exprefls  it  as  my  opinioD  that  I  had  much  con- 
fidence in  its  producing  him  at  least  £10,000 ;  and  this,  I 
have  no  donbt,  I  observed  aa  mj  expectation  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott  at  least  once. 

"  Q.  Did  you  furnish  Sir  Walter  Scott  with  any  books 
for  this  undertaking? — A.  I  procured  s  great  many  ;  is 
particular,  a  complete  set  of  the  Monit«wr,  porchased  on 
purpose  by  a  Mend  in  Paris." 

From  Edinbnrgb,  on  the  16tb  May, — more  than  cue 
consultation  having  probably  taken  place  in  the  interval, — 
Mr.  Lockhart  writes  again  to  my  father  on  the  subject  of 
the  Miscellany ; — 

"  Mt  deae  Sib, — I  carried  these  papers  into  the  coontry 
with  me,  and  have  been  thinkit^  a  good  deal  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  have  also  had  some  farther  conversation  with  Sir 
Walter  in  regard  to  several  points  connected  with  it,  and 
am  happy  to  say  that  he  coincides  with  me  as  to  the 
opinion  I  ventnied  to  express  in  relation  to  that  great 
matter,  the  Poetry.  If  fre  be  right  here,  it  would  be  wron^ 
and'indeed  suicidal,  in  you  to  leave  the  rivals  and  imita- 
tors you  are  sure  forthwith  to  have,  to  take  nndistaibed 
poseeBsion  of  such  an  instrument  as  this.  Besides,  yon 
would,  by  giving  a  selection  of  real  good  English  poetry, 
do  a  thing  which  never  really  has  been  done,  and  you 
have  the  power  here  as  elsewhere  to  set  the  thing  agoing 
with  a  charm  no  one  else  can  command — I  mean  by  print- 
ii^  first  some  of  the  most  popular  poetry  of  our  own  time. 
Of  course,  even  Sir  Walter's  poems  have  scarcely  as  yet 
come   into   familiar  contact  with   the   lower  classes   of 
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readers.  The  Minstrelsy  of  the  Bolder  ought  Barely  to 
be  the  most  popnhtr  work  in  the  world  among  such 
readers,  if  it  were  simply  cut  down  so  as  to  exclade  the 
ballads  that  are  not  good,  hut  only  curionB,  and  the  more 
technically  antiquarian  part  of  the  notes. 

"  I  think,  in  order  to  keep  yourself  as  iiee  as  possible, 
the  title  might  perhaps  stejid  '  Cktnstable's  Weekly  Mis- 
cellany ;  or  Select  Works  of  British  Authors,  chiefly 
Modem,'  stating  in  your  adTertisement  or  prospectus  the 
genend  pniposes  and  plan  of  the  whole  work, — this,  rather 
than  hinting  anything  about  '  readers  of  every  class'  on 
the  title-page  itself,  for  people  though  poor  need  not  have 
their  poverty  continually  thrown  in  their  foces. 

"  Another  suggestion  I  meant  to  make  was,  that  you 
should  get  A  readable  abridgment  of  M'Crie's  Life  of 
Knox,  leaving  out  all  the  contioversial  stuff  and  much  of 
the  angry  feeling, — the  mere  personal  histoiy,  in  short,  of 
a  great  and  good  man,  whose  name  never  can  cease  to  be 
interesting  in  Scotland.  Perhaps  it  m^ht  be  well  to  have 
the  lives  of  Luther,  Calvin,  Knox,  and  some  others,  in  one 
or  more  volumes  t<^ther,  as  '  Lives  of  the  Beformers.' 
Perhaps  I  am  eu^eating  a  thing  which  has  already  been 
don&      * 

"  I  also  thought  of  suggesting  a  book  on  Bruce  and 
Wallace's  history,  hut  on  consideration  I  believe  that  had 
better  remain  for  a  romance  by  the  Author  of  Waveriey, 
Certainly,  however,  I  am  of  opinion  that  much  is  to  be 
done  by  throwing  the  materials  of  history  into  the  ever 
attractive  form  of  biography.  This  X  am  sure  is  true,  and 
I  hope  you  will  think  of  it     I  ht^  when  you  turn  over 
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the  Poetry  in  your  mind  you  will  come  to  the  coDcInsion 
above  stated.  The  Drama,  in  like  montier,  has  never  been 
to  any  purpose  selected.  How  few  authors  do  to  publish 
entire  now-a-days,  and  how  few  are  republished  in  any 
other  way  1 

"  This  age  has  two  propensities  in  literature  which  have 
not  as  yet  been  gratijied  together — the  one  is  to  get  at  the 
narrow  of  the  matter  without  the  bone,  that  is,  to  have 
the  substance  only  of  what  has  been  written ;  the  other  is 
to  have  as  much  as  possible  of  the  original  manner  of  the 
old  writors.  Now,  abrii^ments  hitherto  leave  the  latter 
of  these  wishes  utterly  unsatisfied 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  most  curious  and  lastinglj 
popular  book  of  extracts  from  the  writers  of  British  his- 
tory might  be  made,  and  I  think  nothing  could  better  &11 
in  with  your  great  scheme. 

"  Another  poor  man's  book  that  ought  to  be  done  is  a 
ImO'hook.  You  will  perhaps  laugh  at  this;  but  I  think, 
after  some  reflection,  you  will  agree  with  me  that  they  are 
at  present  curious  in  regard  to  such  subjects,  that  they 
ought  to  be  so,  and  that  it  is  a  shame  they  have  not  the 
means  of  reading  what  concerns  them  all,  in  an  intelligible 
form.  I  have  put  these  few  hints  on  paper,  but  should 
be  happy  to  have  another  conversation  with  yourself  any 
time  you  are  so  disposed. — Yoora,  etc. 

"  J.  G.  LOCKHABT." 

The  Tales  of  the  Crusaders  appeared  early  in  June,  and 
on  the  26th  of  that  month  my  father  writes  reassuringly 
to  Sir  Walter  of  the  favourable  reception  of  both  tales  by 
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the  public,  and  saf^sts  a  visit  to  FariB  in  the  interest  of 
the  Life  of  Napoleon,  now  definitely  Biranged  for : — 

"  Deab  Sik  Walteb, — You  will,  I  am  sure,  excuse  my 
troubling  you  with  two  lines  to  tell  you  something  of  the 
sncceaa  of  the  Crasadere — in  a  word,  it  is  vety  great  AH 
the  copies  we  leserred  for  sale  here  are  gone,  and  we  have 
been  ohhged  to  ordei  hack  some  of  those  sent  to  London, 
and,  what  is  not  less  gratifying,  the  general  opinion,  so 
&T  B3  it  has  reached  me,  is  '  that  both  Tales  are  of  equal 
excellence.' 

"  I  have  been  thinking  of  Kap.,  and  I  know  you  will  not 
be  offended  at  any  suggestion  I  may  venture  respecting 
it.  Nothing,  as  I  have  formerly  ventured  to  say,  has  ever 
appeared  in  the  Hterary  world  to  excite  half  the  interest 
of  this  work,  and  I  am  tempted  to  suggest  your  taking 
a  quiet  trip  to  Paris  to  refresh  your  recollections.  You 
could  move  over  after  your  visit  to  Ireland  without  much 
waste  of  time.  Mr.  Lockhart  could,  I  have  no  doubts 
collect  many  usefal  materials,  et&,  for  which  I  would 
request  permission  to  provide  the  means. 

"  This  matter  has  been  on  my  mind  for  a  good  many 
days,  and  I  cannot  longer  delay  putting  you  in  possession 
of  it  in  case  you  should  entertain  the  project. — I  am,  etc., 
"  ARCHIBALD  Constable." 

While  visiting  Miss  Edgeworth  in  July  of  this  year, 
Mr.  Lockhart  intimates  as  follows  that  lady's  h^h  ap- 
proval of  the  plan  of  the  Miscellany,  and  her  wiUingness 

to  aid  it : — 

"  EjxitwoKtB^tawii,  Julji  31,  1825. 
"  Mt  dzab  Sib, — I  have  communicated  the  message 
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with  wbiob  you  intrusted  me  to  Misa  Edgeworth,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  she  is,  as  I  prophesied  she  would 
not  fail  to  be,  delighted  with  your  gieat  scheme,  which 
she  Bays  is  equaUy  ingenious,  wise,  patriotic,  and  good. 
She  seems  anidons  to  coatiibute  to  the  work  anythii^ 
which  you  should  point  ont,  and  to  which  she  might  feel 
herself  able — which  last  proviso  is  well  understood  by 
everybody  but  herselt  I  have  no  doubt  you  may  eaaUy 
prevail  on  her  to  give  you  hei  name  for  tiie  Prospectus  in 
some  biographical  works,  or  aeries  of  tales.  But  besides, 
she  seems  extremely  desirous  to  see  whether  some  of  her 
'  popular  tales '  could  not  be  got  into  the  work,  and  I  am 
sure  would  write  to  Hunter  on  that  subject  if  you  should 
ask  her.  I  beg  you  will  at  all  events  forward  to  her  a 
proof  of  your  Prospectus. 

"  Miss  Edgeworth  is  going  to  Eillamey  with  our  party 
to-morrow,  but  will,  I  suppose,  return  hither  in  a  few 
days.  Sir  Waiter  Scott  is  as  well  Os  I  ever  saw  him  in 
health,  and  I  think  has  enjoyed  this  tonr  as  one  of  the 
happiest  and  proudest  times  of  his  life.  Indeed,  to  see 
the  way  iu  which  he  is  received  by  all  classes  has  devated 
the  Irish  people  in  my  estimation  to  no  trivial  amount — 
Believe  me,  etc.,  J.  G.  Lockhast." 

From  Windermere,  on  Sunday  22d  August,  SirWalter 
writes ; — 

'*Mt  deab  Constable, — I  am  thus  far  on  my  way 
homeward,  and  shall  be  at  Abbotsford  on  Saturday,  or  at 
furthest  Sunday  next  We  have  had  delightful  weather, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  a  most  interesting  expedition. 
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"  VHien  I  get  home  I  ehall  be  anxious  to  get  to  work 
instantly,  for  to  say  tmth  I  am  tired  of  being  idle,  and 
therefore  I  wrote  to  you  to  forward  such  books  as  you 
think  will  help  me  in  my  new  task.  It  will  be  also 
neoesaaiy  to  settle  the  form  of  the  work,  of  which  you 
can  judge  better  than  I,  I  can  only  say  I  would  sacrifice 
much  profit  to  the  certainty  of  getting  at  once  into  the 
hands  of  the  public,  who  in  this  cam  will  judge  for  them- 
selves, not  from  the  representations  or  misrepresentations 
of  critics — for  I  am  pretly  sure  I  shall  offend  the  highfliers 
both  of  "Whigs  and  Tories,  and  must  expect  treatment 
accordingly,  for  which  I  do  not  care,  so  they  let  me  have 
fair  play  with  the  publia 

"  Yoa  talked  of  my  revising  the  works  you  are  to  re- 
publish, which  I  will  do  with  care.  I  stay  here  \a  spend 
a  ooaple  of  days  with  Mr.  Canning,  whom  I  find  in  high 
spirits,  and  who  looks  much  better  than  I  expected,  I 
shall  then  go  to  Mervells  for  a  day,  and  thereaft«r  return 
to  Abbotsford,  so  as  to  be  home  on  Friday  or  Saturday,  as 
I  said  before. — Yours  truly,  Waltee  Soorr." 
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Letter  from  Chiefswood,  with  reply— Lettar  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  aneDt  Life  of 
NnpoleoD  and  other  mnttdni— Letter  from  Abbotiford—AimannceiDsnt  of 
wriral  of  BBventy-aoven  Yolnmei  of  (he  Monittur—Tba  "  MUoslluiy  "— 
Proposed  dedicition  to  the  King— IJbr«rf  o(  the  late  Oeorge  Chalmera. 

Oh  the  25th  of  August  Sir  Walter  reached  Abboteford, 
and  on  the  following  day  Mi.  Lockhart  addressed  taj 
father  from  Chiefswood : — 

"Mr  DEAR  Sir, — We  reached  Tweedside  yesterday 
evening  in  safety,  after  our  long  and  pleasant  expedition, 
during  the  last  week  of  which  I  had  the  satiafoction  of 
seeing  Sir  Walter  along  with  Wordsworth,  Southey,  aud 
the  other  lights  of  the  lAkes. 

"  I  hope  you  are  ere  long  to  be  at  Abbotsford,  and  per- 
haps here,  if  you  will  so  far  favour  us  ;  but  in  the  mean- 
time I  wished  to  tell  you  that  I  have  found  on  my  table 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Gle^  in  which  he  intimates  his  general 
willingness  to  tmdertake  the  Life  of  Wellington,  aboat 
which  I  had  written  to  htm  at  your  desire,  but  of  course 
be  is  as  yet  in  the  dark  as  to  materials,  extent,  etc., — in 
short,  as  to  all  matters  as  to  which  it  may  be  as  veil  for 
you  and  him  to  communicate  directly  together.  His 
address  is, '  Bev.  G.  R  Qleig,  Ashe,  near  Wingbam,  Kent,' 
and  you  can  write  him  when  and  how  you  please. 
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"  I  hope  you  and  Misa  "Edgdworth  have  been  ere  now 
in  cortespondence. 

"  If  this  reaches  you  in  Ediuburgh,  pethaps  you  would 
take  the  trouble  and  desire  Ballantyne  to  send  me  the 
sheets  of  the  second  volome  of  Shakespeare,  in  so  far  as 
it  is  printed  ofT,  and  to  recommence  his  operations  as  soon 
as  possible. 

"  Hoping  then  to  see  you  very  soon,  I  remain,  etc, 

"  J.  G.  LOCKHAET." 

To  this  letter  my  father  sent  the  following  reply : — 

"  PoLTOB,  3d  S^itembtr  182B, 
"  My  dear  Sih, — I  was  particnlarly  obliged  by  your 
kind  letter  from  Edgeworthstown,  as  well  as  that  which  I 
received  since  your  return  to  Chie&wood.  You  have  in- 
deed had  a  most  interesting  excursion.  I  rejoice  that  Sir 
Walter  Scott  enjoyed  it  so  much.  The  people  of  Ireland, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  appear  to  have  been  much  gratified; 
indeed,  the  numerous  paragraphs  in  newspapers  will 
afford  some  future  antiquary,  like  John  Nicholls,  materials 
for  what  may  be  entitied  Progresaea,  tic 

"  I  have  been  labouring  to  make  the  prospectus  and 
contents  of  my  Miscellany  as  interesting  as  possible 
before  publishing  it.  There  are  still  one  or  two  things  to 
arrange  before  finally  submitting  it  to  you,  which  I  ex- 
pect to  do  in  a  few  days.  This  has  also  pieveuted  me 
from  wTitin^  to  Mies  Edgeworth.  All  her  works  being 
the  property  of  London  booksellers,  there  ia  no  chance  of 
my  being  able  to  obtain  the  privil^e  of  using  any  of 
them ;  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  fix  on  any  new  topic, 
VOL.  III.  X 
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in  wbicli  she  wotild  likely  engage,  but  as  to  this  I  must 
have  the  favour  of  your  advice ;  I  also  delay  writing  to 
Mr.  Gleig  till  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeii^  you. 

"  I  wrote  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  a  long  letter  on  Tuesday 
last,  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  which  I  am  suTprised  had 
not  reached  Abbotsford  when  Mr.  Ballantyne,  whom  I  saw 
yesterday,  left  it,  and  I  am  awaiting  a  call  to  come  to 
visit  you.  In  the  meaotime  I  shall  transmit  a  parcel  for 
Sir  Walter  by  Mr.  Euntly  Gordon  on  Monday. 

"  If  you  will  be  so  good  as  make  a  memorandum  of  any 
books  you  wont  for  the  Life  of  Bums,  they  shall  be  im- 
mediately procured.'  I  have  been  greatly  disappointed  in 
not  being  able  to  convince  certain  London  booksellers  who 
hold  lai^e  stocks  of  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley, 
that  ray  plan  of  a  cheap  edition  would  not  injure  the  sale 
of  those  already  existing,*  and  have,  in  consequence,  been 
obliged  to  abandon  that  point  for  the  present.  I  am  in 
hopes,  however,  of  being  able  to  bring  it  to  bear  ere  long, 
for  which  the  proofs  of  the  other  part  of  the  project  will 
in  the  meantime  pave  the  way.  I  cannot  tell  you  how 
much  mortified  I  feel  at  this  cross  circumstance,  which  I 
could  only  have  avoided  by  taking  upon  myself  a  respon- 
sibility which  it  may  be  prudent  to  avoid  All  these 
works  are  consequently  withdrawn  from  the  list,  but  I  do 
not  intend  telling  anybody  why  they  are  so.  I  have  had, 
I  daresay,  twenty  editions  of  my  prospectus  since  I  saw 
you,  and  I  hope  you  will  allow  to  some  advantage  when 
you  see  it.     If  you  are  to  be  in  town  before  we  have  a 

'  Mr,  Lockhftrt  bad  agreed  to  nrite  a  Life  of  Robert  Bnros  for 
Coostable'a  MUcellany,  *  See  infra,  p.  353  aeq- 
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chance  of  meeting  in  the  country,  I  hope  you  will  let 
me  know,  that  I  may  be  in  the  way, — I  am,  etc., 

"  Archibald  Constable." 

The  letter  above  referred  to,  addressed  to  Sir  Walter,  is 
as  follows,  and  offers  a  visit  at  Abbotsford  : — 

Mr.  Constabls  to  Sie  Walter  Scott. 

"PoLTOH,  3(MA  Attguat  IB2S. 

"Dkae  Sie  Waltee, — I  was  much  gratified  by  your 
letter  of  the  20th  from  the  Lakes.  I  would  hare  written 
to  yon  in  Ireland  had  anything  occurred  in  your  absence 
worth  the  trouble  of  your  receiving  r  letter  from  me. 

"  The  commission  which  I  sent  to  Paris  has  been 
executed,  and  I  looked  daily  for  a  large  caee  of  books  con- 
tainii^  a  complete  set  of  the  Monitewr,  and  every  other 
production  which  was  thought  likely  to  be  acceptable  for 
your  purpose.  I  have  not,  however,  received  any  memor- 
andum of  the  particnlars.  The  annonncement  of  the 
Memoirs  of  Napoleon  has  excited  the  interest  we  antici- 
pated, and  I  have  already  had  various  applications  on  the 
subject  of  French  and  German  editions,  about  which  there 
will  be  Qo  need  for  any  immediate  decision.  I  am  re- 
solved, as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  follow  out  every  measure 
calculated  to  insure  the  unrivalled  circulation  to  which 
all  concur  these  Memoirs  will  unquestionably  be  entitled, 
and  on  this  subject  I  shall  not  easUy  be  diverted  from 
what  I  consider  the  best  commercial  views — the  work  is 
unlike  any  other,  and  will  therefore  admit  of  arrange- 
ments out  of  the  ordinary  routine. 

"  With  regard  to  the  size  and  form  of  printing,  I  would 
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now  leepectfully  submit  my  views :  I  would  commence 
with  an  edition  io  post  octavo,  the  ordinary  size,  but  with 
a  p^  a  degree  fuller  than  ths  Tales  of  the  Crusaders. 
You  will,  perhaps,  have  occasional  notes  at  the  bottom, 
and  the  four  volumes  should  he  of  a  size  to  enable  us 
to  make  three  handsome  octavos,  which  hereafter  wUl  be 
the  standard  fonn  of  the  work.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion 
which  I  formerly  expressed,  that  we  should  have  three 
editions  in  different  sizes  at  once,  if  not  on  the  same  day, 
at  least  close  on  each  other,  and  this,  I  think,  can  be 
managed  to  be  safe  and  profitable,  but  with  the  details  I 
need  not  at  present  trouble  you. 

"  I  had  various  conversations  with  Mr.  Thomson  on  the 
subject  of  Napoleon's  correspondence  with  Josephine. 
Mr.  Thomson  communicated  with  Count  Flabault  for  me 
in  the  view  of  its  being  published,  and  whether  the  letters 
could  not,  in  the  meantime,  be  rendered  accessible.  The 
publication,  it  seems,  under  any  circumstance,  is  by  no 
means  determined  on,  but  should  they  be  given,  the  price 
expected  is  five  thousand  guineas,  which  I  should  imagine 
greatly  too  much.  I  have  an  enumeration  of  the  letters, 
&om  whence  written,  etc     I  shall  subjoin  a  copy  of  it 

"  As  you  desired,  I  have  got  the  Prefatory  Memoiia  and 
other  materials  composing  the  volumes  of  Miscellaneous 
Works  in  a  state  for  being  prepared  for  press,  which  I  shall 
forward  by  the  coach  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  shall 
then  write  to  you  any  particulars  that  may  occur  to  me  re- 
garding them.  Perhaps  you  m^ht  find  it  agreeable  to  have 
the  whole  sent  to  the  printer  very  soon.  They  could  be 
brought  out  speedily,  as  little  or  no  delay  may  be  neces- 
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sary  in  regard  to  proof-eheets.  I  regret  to  say  that  some 
delay  must  take  place  in  my  plan  of  reprinting  in  a  cheap 
fonn  the  Novels,  etc.,  of  the  Author  of  Waverley.  The 
value  of  the  stock  oq  hand  of  the  different  sizes  already 
published,  particnlarly  that  remaining  -with  Hurst,  Eobin- 
eoD,  and  Co.,  is  far  greatei  than  I  had  anticipated ;  and  as 
I  have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  that  firm  that  the  new 
project,  ■while  it  would  be  att«nded  with  immense  and 
new  advant^es,  could  only  in  a  trifling  degree  interfere 
with  the  demand  for  the  existing  copies,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  abandon  the  project  for  the  present,  but  I 
expect  ere  long  the  prepondeiance  of  advantage  will  be 
seen,  and  the  plan  followed  up,  which  I  am  quite  confident 
would  have  been  successful.  I  am  not,  however,  to  be 
discouraged  from  proceeding  in  the  publication  of  a  Weekly 
Miscellany,  as  to  the  contents  of  which  I  am  willing  to 
think  I  have  been  very  successful  in  making  arrangements, 
and  I  hope  to  commence  by  putting  materials  into  Mr. 
Ballanl^e's  hands  before  I  go  to  London,  which,  I  expect, 
will  be  in  the  course  of  next  month.  In  the  meantime, 
you  would  do  me  a  great  favour  if  I  could  be  permitted 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  personally  to  you  all  my 
views  on  this  matter,  the  details  of  which  would  be  too 
lor^  for  any  letter. 

"  Mr.  Lockhart  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  Miscellany. 
His  advice  baa  already  been  of  the  greatest  use  to  me,  and 
I  am  anxious  also  to  confer  further  with  him  about  it 
With  these  views  I  would  be  happy  to  wait  upon  you  any 
day  after  Saturday  first. 

"  Abcuibald  Constable." 
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Sm  Waiter  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  Abbotsfobd,  Friday,  7(A  S^tember. 

"Dear  Cohbtable, — I  am  here  once  more  atationaiy, 
and  received  your  letter  yesterday,  I  want  to  get  to 
work  agaiu  as  soon  as  possible,  for  idleness  does  not  suit 
me.  I  cannot  however  call  myself  idle,  since  I  am  read- 
ing and,  writing  Notes.  I  shall  be  very  desirous  to  have 
the  books  as  soon  as  possible, 

"James  Ballantyne  is  also  very  hungry  for  business, 
and  I  b^  of  you  to  lend  him  a  share  just  now,  which  we 
may  pay  back  another  day  in  some  eciuivalent  piece  of 
kindness.  I  will  be  glad  to  have  the  Prefatory  Memoirs, 
and  with  a  note  of  the  order  in  which  they  are  to  be  pub- 
lished. They  will  occupy  my  leisure  very  well  just  now 
before  I  set  seriously  to  the  Memoirs.'  I  should  therefore 
wish  to  have  them  without  delay  published. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  that  your  talent  and  experience  will 
hit  on  the  best  possible  mode  of  publishing  the  Memoirs. 
I  am  in  my  own  secret  soul  a  little  a&aid  of  quartos,  but 
you  know  the  matter  best,  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 
resign  myself  to  your  better  judgment,  well  aware  that 
you  will  consider  the  credit  of  the  work  and  author  as 
more  important  than  any  immediate  pecuniary  advantage. 

"I  am  sorry  you  find  obstacles  to  executing  your 
admirable  plan  of  the  Miscellany.  I  shall  be  happy  to 
talk  the  matter  over  with  you,  and  for  that  and  many 
other  reasons  of  good-fellowship  I  embrace  your  kind 
offer  of  coming  here,  and  will  be  most  happy  to  receive 

'  Sir  Walter  here  refers  to  the  Frefatoiy  Memoin  reprinted  id  hia 
HuoeUaneoiia  Worka,  mi  to  Hemoira  of  Napoleon  Buon&parte. 
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you  on  Wednesday,  which  day  I  only  name  hecaiise 
Monday  might  be  too  early  for  you.  Tuesday  13  the 
Fotest  Club.  If  Mrs.  Constable  can  accompany  you, 
lady  Scott  will  be  deUghted  to  see  her,  and  claims,  I 
think,  a  promise  of  the  kind. 

"  MiUiken  of  Dublin  was  to  send  a  considerable  package 
of  books  for  me  under  the  chaige  of  your  house.  Ate 
there  any  tidings  of  it  yet  ?  I  want  much  the  memoirs 
of  S^gur,  not  those  respecting  the  Knssian  campaign, 
which  I  have,  but  the  memoirs  of  S^gur  the  father,  who 
was  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  to  Buonaparte.  His  per- 
sonal access  to  the  Emperor  must  have  given  him  many 
opportunities  to  see  and  record. 

"  I  want  also  to  see  a  book  called  '  To-day  in  Ireland,' 
much  spoken  of  in  that  country.  There  is  also  an  old 
picture,  an  qrigioal,  I  think,,  of  Jamie  VL,  eomii^  to  your 
charge  in  a  box.  I  wish  yon  would  open  it,  and  see 
whether  it  would  be  worth  while  to  have  it  a  little  re- 
paired and  framed. 

"  Our  post-hours  here  are  altered,  and  the  day's  post 
reaches  me  betwixt  four  and  five  p,h.  ;  this  for  in- 
formation. 

"  I  will  ask  Lockhart  to  meet  you  on  Friday. — ^Yours 
truly,  Walter  Scott." 

The  two  following  letters  announce,  inter  alia,  the  arrival 
of  seventy-seven  volumes  of  the  Moniteur!  and  give  a 
cheerful  view  of  the  prospects  of  the  Miscellany ; — 

"Fovmn,  iOlh  Srptetaber  1826. 
"  Deak  Sie  Walter, — You  will,  I  hope,  have  received 
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ft  parcel  containiog  the  bookB  from  Paris.  There  are 
others  expected  daily.  The  aet  of  the  MoniUur  has  at 
last  arrived,  commencing  in  Jane  1789,  and  continued  to 
December  1 823,  In  70  Tolnmee,  with  7  volumes  of  analfsis, 
tables,  etc,  in  all  77  volumes.  The  first  volume  has  been 
sent  out  by  the  coach,  the  others  go  by  the  carrier  to- 
morrow. Perhaps  you  might  not  ultimately  desire  to 
retain  this  bulky  article,  which  would  be,  I  should  think, 
acceptable  to  the  Advocates'  library.  There  was  a  similar 
paper  published  in  Germany,  the  title  of  which  I  foi^ 
that  contains  many  documents  which  did  not  find  their 
way  into  the  Moniteur,  and  of  which  also  I  expect  to  pro- 
cure you  a  copy. 

"  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  some  of  tlie 
articles  for  the  Miscellaneous  Works,  but  I  expect  to  get 
most  of  them  before  I  go  to  London,  which  I  trust  may 
be  about  the  end  of  next  week.  The  printing  of  Paul's 
Letters  is  well  advanced,  and  the  additional  appendix  will 
be  required  as  soon  as  possibla  Perhaps  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  send  me  a  few  lines,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Captain  Hall,  on  the  subject  of  Lady  Delancey's  Nana- 
tive,  which  would  form  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the 
volume.* 

"  You  would  be  surprised  at  my  making  no  allusion  to 
your  letter  of  7th  September,  when  I  was  at  Abbotsford 
The  fact  is  you  had  addressed  it  London  instead  of  Edin- 
buigh,  and  I  did  not  receive  it  till  the  day  after  my 
return  here.  I  am  glad  to  say  I  have  had  it  in  my  power 
to  send  Ballantyne  two  or  three  jobs  within  the  last 
'  iJM  ToL  iL  p.  473  *tq. 
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week — one  of  them  the  History  of  the  Picta,  by  our  old 
friend  Ritson.  Shakespeare  ia  getting  on,  and  Captain 
Hall's  Voyages  for  my  Miscellany  will  be  in  hand  eaily 
next  month.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  receive  your  com- 
miasioDS  for  Loudon.  I  shall  have  my  eye  on  materials 
for  the  new  work.  There  are,  I  should  think,  pretty  full 
lists  of  publications  in  Watt's  Bibliotheca,  which  might 
assist  me,  if  I  knew  what  you  already  possess. — I  am,  etc., 
"  Ahchibald  Constable." 

Me.  Constable  to  Sik  Walter  Scott. 

"LomwM,  1I(A  October  I82S. 

"  Deab  Sik  Walter, — I  have  tlie  pleasure  of  sending 
you  along  with  this  the  books  as  per  list  enclosed ;  there 
are  some  others  on  the  same  subject  which  I  expect  to 
procure  immediately. 

"  I  arrived  here  last  week,  and  I  am  truly  glad  to  inform 
you  that  my  plan  of  a  Weekly  Miscellany  meets  with 
great  approbation,  and  I  can  now  proceed  in  the  project 
with  considerable  confidence  as  to  its  success  and  general 
utility.  There  will  doubtless  be  many  imitators  of  my 
scheme,  hut  I  must  endeavour  to  meet  rivalship  by  the 
most  active  exertions.  My  list  of  publications  in  the 
meantime  gives  general  satisfaction ;  indeed,  I  am  most 
sanguine  that  the  publication  will  extend  itself  throughout 
the  country,  because  I  shall  take  care  that  no  work  shall 
appear  in  it  that  is  not  of  first-rate  excellence,  or  that  can 
at  any  time  give  offence  to  the  friends  of  good  order  and 
good  conduct,  and  with  this  view  I  shall  exclude  alt(^thet 
all  books  of  controversy  in  religion  and  politics.     The  suc- 
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cess  of  iny  MiBcellaiiy  vill,  I  trust,  have  a  beneficial  effect 
in  cutting  off  the  trash  vbich,  in  the  shape  of  books,  is  now 
circulated  bj  persons  without  eil^er  character  or  good 
principles  all  over  the  country,  and  who  not  unfreqoently 
lend  their  influence  in  promoting  the  sale  of  cheap  books 
to  corrupt  men's  minds  and  create  mischief  I  need  no^ 
I  am  sure,  repeat  to  you  how  much  I  feel  int^«sted  in 
the  success  of  this  my  &vourite  scheme,  viewing  it  not 
only  as  a  commercial  undertakii^,  but  as  one  which,  I 
hope,  will  tend  to  promote  the  moral  and  inteUectnal 
improvement  of  the  people.  The  sale  of  cheap  hooka  in 
this  country  is  at  present  carried  on  to  an  extent  altogether 
astonishing,  but  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  most 
inferior  class  of  traders. 

"  An  idea  has  been  strongly  working  in  my  mind  for 
some  months,  bat  1  can  hardly  now  muster  courage  to 
mention  it.  It  is  a  dedication  to  the  King.  I  do  not 
mean  a  mere  inscription ;  but  such  an  address  as  should 
explain  the  nature  and  object  of  the  undertaking  in  suit- 
able language,  addressing  the  King  as  the  real  &iend  of 
knowledge,  the  enlightened  promoter  of  the  pn^rees  of 
intelligence  among  all  classes,  as  the  head  of  the  world  of 
letters,  and  this  at  a  moment  when  aU  parties  are  agreed 
as  to  the  propriety  of  diffusing  useful  knowledge.  Thus 
I  could  wish  to  approach  the  throne.  By  a  patronage  so 
illustrious  and  condescending,  I  conceive  the  most  decided 
and  extensive  popularity  would  at  once  be  secured  for  my 
work ;  but  I  have  no  channel  to  ascertain  whether  an 
application  on  the  subject  would  be  likely  to  meet  with 
the  royal  favour,  and  I  know  not  how  I  am  to  set  about 
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it.  I  am  already  in  every  way  ao  greatly  indebted  to  you, 
that  I  am  unwilling,  even  important  as  the  present  matter 
may  be,  to  increase  your  trouble ;  yet  it  would  be  confer- 
ring the  higbest  obligation  on  me  if  you  would  bave  tbe 
goodness  to  advise  or  guide  me  in  this  interesting  and 
most  important  at^.  I  iatend  the  publication  to  com- 
mence on  the  1st  of  January,  and  to  begin  with  Captain 
SasU  Hall's  account  of  Loo-Choo.  I  tiansmit  herewith  a 
specimen  of  tbe  manner  of  printing,  etc,  which  I  believe 
yon  have  not  yet  seen. 

"  I  trust  to  your  usual  kindness  in  forgiving  the  freedom 
which  I  now  use,  and  I  am,  etc, 

"  Abchibald  Constable." 

Me.  Constable  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"POLTOK,  Notvmhar  lUA,  182S. 

"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — Tou  have,  I  trust,  received  sundry 
parcels  of  French  books  which  I  forwarded  from  London. 
I  tetutnod  ou  Monday  evening  well  pleased  with  tbe  suc- 
cess of  my  journey.  I  was  beset  with  inquities  of  every 
sort  and  degree  respecting  a  certain  nameless  forthcoming 
work.'  Tbe  demand  will  quite  justify  my  sanguine 
expectations. 

"  I  bave  secured  large  orders  for  the  Miscellany,  the 
plan  of  which  continues  to  meet  with  almost  universal 
approbation.  My  anxiety  increases  as  to  the  Dedication,' 
which  would  be  a  powerful  aid. 

>  Woodatock. 

■  The  propowd  dedicatioD  of  the  MisceUuiy  to  Ub  MajMt;  Qeorge  ly. 
waa  accepted,  and  on  Uie  20th  December  Sir  Walter,  who  had  nego- 
tiated the  matter,  wrote  to  lay  father  to  anaoance  the  fact. 
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"  I  am  coDfining  myaitlf  heie  for  b  day  or  two  till  I 
overcome  a  slight  attack  of  gout  in  one  of  my  feet,  bnt 
expect  to  be  in  Princes  Street  in  the  beginning  of  nert 
week,  and  trouble  yon  at  present  with  these  few  lines  to 
account  for  your  not  aeeing  me  in  town. 

"  It  will,  I  am  sure,  give  you  infinite  pleasure  to  know 
that  I  have  secured  for  Scotland  the  entire  library  and 
manuscript  collections  of  the  late  Mr.  Chalmers,'  the 
details  respecting  which  would  be  too  tedious  for  a  letter, 
but  I  will  communicate  the  whole  to  you  at  meeting.  In 
the  meantime  the  matter  will  remain  between  ourselves, 
there  being  Bome  circumstances  connected  with  the  pro- 
perty which  render  it  advisable  that  it  should  be  so  jnat 
for  the  present. 

"  When  I  left  London  there  was  a  considerable  ^oom  in 
the  commercial  world  owing  to  some  extensive  fiuluies; 
mote  were  expected,  and  there  appeared  a  sort  of  distrust 
and  more  general  want  of  confidence  than  I  have  had 
occasion  to  hear  of  at  any  former  time.  Literature,  hov- 
ever,  thrives  in  the  midst  of  all  this. — I  am,  etc, 

"  Akchibald  Constabie" 

>  Witti  regard  to  tbii  m^  fmtlier  wma  ■lu>j>poiDted. — Se«  ante,  toI  L 
p.  46& 
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SbulowB  begiii  to  hll— Extnct  latter  from  Joupit  Ogls  Bobiuou,  with  my 

father's  replj — Mr.  RobioaoD'j  BpecaUtloni  In  the  atocli'inarkata — Ho 
icknowtedgu  the  annonncemeat  of  ■  Life  of  Napoleon — Plan  of  Con- 
Btible'a  Ui«cellan7  eiponuded  to  Hr.  Robinaon— He  otyacti  to  the  intro- 
dactioD  of  the  WsTcrla;  NoTeli,  which  are  accordinglf  withdrawn. 

The  day  was  now  near  at  hand  when  ty  the  reckless 
speculation  of  parties  in  close  commercial  coanexion  with 
Archibald  Constable  and  Company,  not  only  was  the  ruin 
to  be  consummated  of  that  firm,  and  of  James  Ballantyne 
and  Co.,  but, — in  consequence  of  his  unfortunate  pecuniary 
relation  to  both, — Sir  Walter  Scott,  the  darling  of  the 
public,  was  to  be  stripped  of  the  splendid  fortune  which 
his  geniaa  had  acquired  for  him,  and  to  be  made  liable  for 
debts  with  which  he  ought  to  have  had  no  concern. 

For  several  years  money  had  been  unusually  pleutlfUl, 
and  under  the  name  and  form  of  Joint-Stock  Companies 
innumerable  schemes  and  projects  had  been  devised  for 
its  profitable  employment  The  result  was  in  the  end 
disastrous,  and,  as  Mr.  Lockhart  says,*  "when  it  was 
rumoured  that  this  great  bookseller,  or  printer,  had  be- 
come a  principal  holder  of  South  American  mining  shares 
— ^that  another  was  the  leading  director  of  a  railway  com- 
pany— a  third  of  a  gaa  company — while  a  fourth  house 
tiad  risked  about  £100,000  in  a  cast  upon  the  most 

1  8e«  Life,  toL  vL  p.  103. 
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capriciona  of  all  ^ricultural  productB — hops,  it  was  no 
wonder  that  bankers  should  begin  to  calculate  balances 
and  pause  upon  discounts." 

We  cannot  more  appropriately  lead  up  to  our  sad  cata- 
stiophe  than  by  quotations  from  the  coirespondence  of 
my  father's  house  with  that  of  their  London  Events. 
Messrs.  Hurat,  Bobinson,  and  Co.,  and  more  especially 
from  the  letters  that  passed  between  himself  and  Mr. 
Rohinson,  the  most  active  member  of  the  London  finn. 
In  the  course  of  1825  Messrs.  Hnrst,  Robinson,  and  Co. 
effected  a  removal  from  No.  90  Cheapside  to  very  extensive 
premises  at  the  comer  of  Waterloo  Place  and  Pall  Mall, 
where  they  contemplated  engaging  largely  in  the  sale  of 
engravings  as  well  as  of  books,  a  project  with  which  my 
father  did  not  sympathize  On  the  25th  December  1824 
Mr.  Sobineon  wrote  a  letter  of  eighteen  pages,  from  which 
I  shall  here  give  an  extract : — 

"...  You  never  object  to  a  little  trade  news,  therefore 
I  may  venture  to  amuse  myself  by  relating  what  is  now 
most  eng^ing  the  attention  of  the  London  trade.  On  the 
16th  Mr.  Murray  had  his  annvai  sale,  which  always 
excites  considerable  interest,  being  only  annual,  and  con- 
taining so  many  new  books,  as  well  as  a  great  many  re- 
mainders. Lord  Byron's  works  sold  very.well ;  much  better 
than  they  have  done  for  the  last  two  years.  The  Sketch- 
Book  sold  most  wonderfully,  as  well  as  the  Domestic 
Cookery.  The  remainders  sold  for  very  little  above  waste, 
though  most  of  these  books  were  published  within  the 
last  eighteen  months ;  and  in  my  opinion,  if  Mr.  Murray 
had  sold  50  out  of  500,  and  wasted  450,  he  would  have 
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put  more  money  in  his  pocket.  The  new  books  ■wers  sold 
7^  to  15  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent,  nndet  sale;  but  I 
think  generally  be  did  not  sell  half  the  number  I  have 
usually  taken  of  your  booka  We  had  a  very  nomeroua 
company  indeed,  and  according  to  my  view  of  the  businesa 
of  the  day  property  was  sold  to  the  amount  of  £20,000. 
,  .  .  Had  the  writer  of  this  been  in  the  hiimour  for  re- 
mainders, he  would  have  bought  every  lot,  they  sold  so 
very  low ;  but  I  have  now  closed  my  buying-book  until  I 
am  settled  at  the  West  End,  anless  it  may  be  a  few  lots 
from  A.  C.  and  Co. 

"...  You  will  herewith  receive  a  particular  statement 
of  onr  entire  stock  of  all  yonr  publications  except  the 
most  important  ones,  the  Encyclopaedia  and  the  Supple- 
ment, and  the  delivery  of  both  these  is  ^  so  very  imper- 
fect that  I  have  no  particolar  state  of  the  stock  to  offer ; 
bat  this  would  not  have  been  the  case  had  we  not  granted 
bills  before  the  completion  of  die  deliveries ;  and  I  am 
sure  these  books  ought  to  have  been  entirely  delivered 
long  long  ago. 

"This  hint,  I  trust,  wiU  be  sufficient,  and  I  may  now 
observe  to  you  that  I  have  lately  been  doing  very  great 
things  indeed  with  the  Encyclopsedia  Britannica,  20  vols. 
It  has  been  well  advertised  in  all  the  provincial  papers  in 
all  the  large  towns  in  the  kingdom,  and  I  have  done  more 
with  it  the  last  six  months  than  I  ever  did  before,  and  in 
London  it  is  advertised  by  one  or  other,  at  one  price  or 
other,  every  day ;  and  what  I  might  spend  on  the  Times 
newspaper  t  am  giving  in  credit  and  odd  books  to  the 
London  trade,  who  are  driving  it  about  daily,  and  I  shall  ere 
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long  have  a  very  favoiirable  report  to  give  yoQ  of  this 
work ;  but  the  SupplemeDfc  I  can't  aay  ao  much  for,  and 
the  truth  is,  this  vork  has  never  yet  been  advertised  aa  a 
complete  -work  la  6  vols.,  and  the  fetgment  that  is  yet 
wanted  tends  greatly  to  injure  the  sale.  Pray  do  give  us 
instructions  to  advertise  the  Supplemeni,  and  that  will  do 
us  all  great  good. 

"  The  Novels  and  Tales,  etc,  by  the  Author  of  Waver- 
ley  : — you  will  find  our  stock  immente,  of  the  detached 
books  most  particularly,  as  we  are  not  now  selling  as 
many  of  thein  annually  as  will  pay  the  inUresi  of  the 
stock  at  the  very  reduced  rates  at  which  I  valued  them  in 
onr  last  balance ;  and  I  need  hardly  tell  you  they  are 
valued  much,  very  much,  under  cost,  and  I  am  very- 
anxious  to  reduce  this  part  of  our  stock,  but  it  will 
be  difficult  to  be  done  without  iujuty  to  some  of  ua. 
However,  something  must  be  done  in  the  course  of  the 
coming  year.  Some  of  these  works,  of  which  we  have 
only  about  300,  and  you  not  above  50,  will  go  at  r^ular 
sale  price,  but  in  those  instances  where  our  stock  of  a 
work  exceeds  1000  copies,  I  fancy  we  shall  need  to  make 
a  greater  sacrifice  than  we  have  yet  done  in  order  to  re- 
duce the  stock  :  therefore  the  one  must  pay  for  the  other, 
and  as  your  stock  is  so  very  small,  the  best  thing  you  can 
do  to  aid  us  is  to  keep  to  sale  price,  as  your  sale  for  them 
is  certain,  and  if  the  price  is  kept  up  in  email  quantities 
it  is  much  easier  for  us  to  e£fect  sales  for  quantities  of  say 
Sfi  or  SO  at  a  time,  by  giving  a  larger  allowance. 

"  With  this  stock  before  you  of  this  authoi's  works — 
above  £10,000, — I  think  you  will  not  consider  it  unreasan- 
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able  ouv  ezpectiDg  the  Crusaders  on  tenns  similar  to  what 
we  had  them  in  fonner  days.  You  must  also  bear  in  mind 
that  you  have  all  the  Irish  trade,  greater  part  of  which  we 
formerly  had.  If  you  think  proper  we  will  take  lOSO 
Novels  and  Tales,  16  vols.  12mo,  and  the  Crusaders,  as 
offered  by  ua  lately,  without  any  other  books ;  but  on  any 
less  advantageous  terms  I  think  you  must  admit  with  our 
present  stock  it  would  be  imprudent  in  us  to  purchase. 
I  think  you  wUl  also  admit  that  no  other  house  in  London 
would  have  epecolated  to  the  extent  we  have  done  in  one 
author's  works,  and  we  are  surely  entitled  to  some  little 
indu^nce  and  liberal  terms  on  this  ground ;  and  further, 
I  might  remark  that  onr  now  taking  1080  Kovels  and 
Tales,  16  vols.  12mo,  is  very  different  to  taking  the  first 
1000  ;  the  trade  and  the  public  are  both  supplied,  and 
the  demand  naturally  reduced  very  much.  I  don't  think 
the  author  is  less  popular  than  ever,  but  it  is  certain  that 
the  set-books  begin  now  to  affect  the  sale  of  every  new 
work  in  its  detached  form, — I  would  ventiu^  to  say  at 
least  to  the  extent  of  1000  copies,  however  good  the  book 
may  be ;  and  this  is  not  a  speculative  opinion,  but  one 
formed  on  actual  eicperience  of  facts. 

"  Scott's  Poetiy,  8vo  :  I  have  lately  had  25  in  exchange 
from  Longman  to  reduce  their  stock,  and  I  should  like  to 
treat  with  you  for  a  new  edition  on  terms  similar  to 
the  Miniature  Foetty.  I  would  always  rather  purchase 
an  entire  edition  than  a  portion  of  it,  and  this  plan  I 
should  like  to  adopt  with  your  new  Pocket  Lyre,  etc — 
Scott's  Shakeflpeare :  pray  how  do  yon  stand  about  this 
latter  book,  and  when  is  it  likely  to  appear  7     I  have  some 

VOL.  in.  Y 


.d  by  Google 


33S  SIB  WALTER  SCOTT. 

Shakespeare  spectJations  on  the  carpet,  and  would  make 
them  in  Bome  measure  subservient  to  your  greater  worka 
I  ought  to  remark  that  the  miniature  hooks  have  not  gone 
as  well  as  you  and  I  contemplated ;  bat  if  we  coiild  but 
first  give  the  detached  Novels  a  drive,  then  I  think  we 
could  drive  the  miniature  books  by  bringing  them  for- 
ward in  parts.  We  have  sold  nearly  8000  of  The  Literary 
Souvenir,  and  it  is  selling  daily.  Next  year  we  shall 
make  it  a  gem  indeed,  with  the  aid  of  lawrence,  WilMe, 
Leslie,  etc.  etc. 

"  This  you  will  consider  a  tedious  epistle,  but  I  most 
give  you  another  letter  shortly,  with  my  remarks  on  Uie 
other  parts  of  our  stock  of  your  publications ;  perhaps 
it  may  accompany  this  parcel. 

**  With  the  compliments  of  the  season,  believe  me,  my 
dear  Sir,  yours  most  &ithfully,  J.  0.  BOBlNBOH. 

"  To  A.  Constable,  Esq." 

The  following  reply  from  my  father,  written  a  month 
later,  will,  I  believe,  be  read  with  interest,  Bumours 
of  Mr.  Eobinaon's  discursive  "  speculations"  had  evidently 
reached  Edinburgh,  and  enterprising  as  he  himself  was 
in  literary  undertakings,  my  fathei^s  pecuniary  specula- 
tions were  rigidly  confined  to  these,  and  he  desired  to 
discourage  in  his  correspondent  all  interference  with  risks 
outside  their  sphere  : — 

"  PoLTOK  HOBSK,  ZSlh  JaTtnary  1826. 

"My  deab  Sm,— Your  long  and  important  letter  of 
Christmas-day  has  met  due  consideration,  though  it  has 
not  been  sooner  entirely  in  my  power  to  reply  to  it 

"  The  account  of  Mr.  Murray's  sale  interested  me  much. 
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He  muBt  have  made  many  sacrifices,  I  piesnme,  and  will 
haye  sbowu  the  fallibility  of  the  greatest  publiaherB.  I 
am  uot  alt^^ther  of  your  opinion  that  it  is  better  to  waste 
largely  than  sell  cheap  and  largely.  I  don't  think  either 
plan,  80  good  as  laying  books  up  snugly  in  a  warehonse 
and  clearing  it  out  occasionally — at  Uie  distance  of  years 
perhaps.  This  would  at  least  be  my  plan,  if  I  could 
affoid  it.  The  choice  of  books  is  no  doubt  very  difBcolt. 
I  have  never  yet  had  occasion  to  sell  so  cheap  as  waste 
any  great  proportion  of  what  I  could  call  my  own  books. 
A  cheap  list,  as  I  think  I  once  said  before,  is,  in  my 
estimation,  a  perfect  hydra  to  literat;  enterprise.  There 
is  no  small  skill  necessary  in  the  selection  of  subjects  for 
publicatiou,  and  there  is  not  less  discriminatioD  necessary 
in  the  disposal  of  the  books.  My  advice  would  be  to 
have  no  cheap  list,  and  to  render  books  waste  paper  as 
seldom  as  p08sibl&  Experience  is  necessary  in  most 
branches  of  business  ;  it  is  unquestionably  so  in  regulating 
the  sale  of  books ;  as  to  this  I  have  yet  much  to  learn.  I 
should  like  to  see  Murray's  Catalogue,  marked.  When  an 
opportunity  occurs  you  will  perhaps  send  it  down  to  me. 

"  The  affair  of  liinghorne's  Plutarch  does  not  surprise 
me ;  but  many  thanks  for  the  history  of  our  young  friend 
— ^he  can  make  money,  but  often  in  a  short-sighted  way, 
I  fear.  To  be  sure,  life  is  short,  he  will  say,  and  it  is  wise 
to  make  the  money  while  he  finds  gulls  to  furnish  means 
of  doing  so.  Much  Stock  Exchange  jobbing  is  nearly  aa 
bad.  I  bear  a  friend  of  mine  tries  bis  hand  occasionally 
in  this  way.  I  should  like  the  profits,  but  I  neither  de- 
sire the  risk  of  loss  nor  the  demoralization  of  mind  &om 
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one's  own  more  proper  pursuits,  which  in  my  opinion  such 
gambling  ever  leads  to — and  we  have  all  beard  of  the 
&te  of  the  Goldsmids  and  others,  even  of  the  most 
fortunate. 

"  The  arrangements  yon  mention  of  your  house  of 
business  in  Pall  Mall  I  have  no  doubt  will  tend  much  to 
your  comfort,  and  enable  you  completely  to  separate  the 
print  and  book  concerns.  I  presume  the  terms  you  get 
for  Cheapside  very  fair,  and  your  plan  of  selling  off 
£10,000  on  the  premises  after  you  quit  them  is  excellent 
You  have  not  said  anything  of  the  amount  of  outlay 
for  tiie  new  concern. 

"  The  print  of  Little  Red  Riding-Hood  is  very  beauti' 
fill.  I  like  the  engraving  better  than  the  figure — the 
head  and  face  represent  a  young  woman,  the  under  part 
that  of  a  child.  The  head  of  the  Duke  of  Totk  is  excel- 
lent ;  but  who  buys  such  ? — this  to  me,  like  many  other 
things  in  the  present  day,  is  altogether  incomprehensible. 
I  can  admire  them,  however,  and  feel  much  indebted  to 
you  for  thinking  of  me  in  this  way  occasionally.  Wbile 
on  this  subject  I  may  mention  that  I  have  arranged  that 
no  print  shall  be  made  from  Leslie's  fine  picture  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott  for  seven  years.  I  hope  you  had  a  glimpse 
of  it  There  is  a  head  of  Sir  Walter  doing  here  by 
Walker,  from  Sir  H.  Baebum's  last  picture.  It  is  merely 
of  the  head  size,  I  believa 

"  With  regard  to  the  Enigrclopaedia,  I  em  most  happy 
the  sale  continues  to  be  so  good ;  indeed,  I  have  no  fear 
as  to  the  nltimate  result  of  that  purchase.  The  copies 
still  to  send — your  odd  volumes,  etc — are  making  up. 
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There  Iieis  been  a  person  engaged  on  this  matter  for  many 
months,  and  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  disturb  the 
books  till  be  has  advanced  a  little  farther.  He  shall  do 
nothing  else  till  the  whole  is  completed,  and  this,  I  hope, 
may  be  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  I  expect  a  good 
many  seta  may  be  made  up  when  the  odd  parts  here  are 
added  to  those  in  your  hands.  Ou  the  subject  of  adver- 
tising, I  would  merely  add  that  your  mode  is  no  doubt  a 
substantial  one ;  but  advertisements  in  the  ordinary  way,  in 
newspapers,  you  may  depend  on  it,  always  pay.  You  may 
think  otherwise,  and  be  told  otherwise ;  but  I  say — ad- 
vertise judiciously  and  you  will  never  fail  to  reap  the 
benefit 

"  The  want  of  these  few  pi^s  of  the  Supplement  so 
long  is  a  sad  botheration ;  they  are  now,  I  hope,  forth* 
coming.  The  instant  they  are  so,  this  book  must  have 
the  most  vigorous  advertising.  It  is  worthy  of  the  best 
consideration  all  of  us  can  give  to  the  subject,  and  miist 
have  it.  The  sale  will  then,  I  hope,  be  what  the  most 
sanguine  of  ua  could  wish  it.  In  the  meantime  the  book 
has,  I  trust,  been  doing  welL  It  is  the  most  valuable 
collection  of  treatises  ever  combined  in  one  work. 
The  moment  the  additional  pages  are  ready  yoa  shall 
hear  &om  us  as  to  advertising. 

"  Your  stock  of  the  Novels,  etc,  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  is  very  great,  but  your  sales  have  been  immense. 
Of  the  books  published  since  you  went  to  Cheapside,  I 
fancy  the  amount  must  be  nearly  £100,000,  independent 
of  the  sets.  I  have  thought  long  and  seriously  of  some 
plan  for  getting  rid  of  the  greater  part  of  the  remainders 
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of  tbese  books.  If  J  had  you  a  week  here  qnietly  bende 
me,  I  Uiink  I  might  devise  something  of  the  kind.  I 
h&ve  snndty  pl&ns  in  cogitation,  which  I  cannot  just  yet 
commit  to  writing.  The  sets  of  different  sizes  are  all 
excellent  property,  and  in  estimating  your  stock,  each 
size  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  separate  book,  and  not  as 
the  writings  of  one  author.  Thus  the  octavo  edition. 
Lord  Byron's  Works ;  the  foolscap  size,  GeofTiey  Crayon ; 
the  miniature  (as  your  Worship  calls  them),  Lindley 
Murray,  Mai^^nall's  Questions,  and  Domestic  Cookery. 

"  I  am  much  disappointed  that  the  small  size  has  not 
gone  off  so  well  as  we  calculated ;  but  remember,  my  good 
sir,  you  printed  the  books  according  to  my  plan,  and  you 
adopted  your  own  plan  in  selling  them.  Something  mnat 
yet  be  done  in  the  way  originally  devised ;  but  it  wilt 
require  no  small  consideratioQ  how  to  set  about  it  I  may 
enlighten  you,  perhaps,  a  little  as  to  this  next  time  we 
meeL  The  prices  of  all  these  books  must  be  kept  up,  or 
much  much  damage  will  follow. 

"  With  regard  to  the  terms  for  The  Crusaders — number 
to  be  taken  by  you,  etc,  I  really  find  I  have  nothing  new 
to  remark.  We  cannot  give  15  per  cent  discount  on  any 
account  whatever.  It  is  altogether  unreasonable  your 
desiring  such  on  an  article  actually  sold  before  it  reaches 
you.  As  to  the  old  affair  of  exchange  for  Peveril,  yon 
ore  still  farther  wrong.  We  were  to  give  you  books  tfien 
txiating,  not  to  exist.  If  your  rule  were  to  be  followed, 
you  might  with  equal  propriety  have  insisted  on  taking 
payment  in  the  first  copies  of  The  Crusaders,  or  any  of 
the  others  already  gone  by.    I  never  wish  to  act  unrea- 
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Bonablj,  and  cannot  coHseot  to  countenance  it  in  you.  It 
is  not  the  amonnt  of  the  matter  taken  by  itflelf,  but  the 
principle  of  it,  Uiat  I  am  looking  at;  and  allow  ine  to 
add,  alao,  my  dear  sir,  that  yoa  hare  repeatedly  assumed 
a  tone  in  regard  to  this  altogetJier  unworthy  of  parties  so 
deeply  and  firmly  interested  in  each  other  as  we  are.  I 
hope  this  will  be  finally  closed  without  farther  ado,  and 
the  hai^ain  for  1000  of  the  foolscap  edition  of  Novels  and 
Tales  along  with  it  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  altogether  con- 
sistent with  the  purest  mercantile  integrity  that  it  should 
bo  thus  finished.  Your  ideas  aa  to  the  popularity  of  these 
most  productive  works  very  much  coincide  with  my  own, 
and  the  iirst  impressions  of  future  works  may  be  regulated 
accordingly.  The  Crusaders  will  not  be  out  so  soon  as  we 
expected ;  for  some  months  perhaps — this  for  your  own 
information  only. 

"The  octavo  edition  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Poetical 
Works  proceeds,  and  will  be  ready  in  a  few  months.  If 
you  don't  ask  too  great  a  pennyworth,  you  may  likely 
have  the  greater  part  of  our  share. 

"  I  was  glad  to  leam  lately  that  you  are  not  to  proceed 
farther  with  Ballantyne's  Novelist's  library.  The  book 
was  on  a  bad  plan,  as  I  believe  I  have  often  told  you.  I 
hope,  however,  that  the  speculation  has  paid,  as  your 
advance  in  the  way  of  copy-money  was  unusually  small. 
We  have  just  purchased  the  final  property  of  the  Bio- 
graphical Sketches  attached  to  this  work,  which  we  shall 
add  by  and  bye  to  the  Miscellaneous  Works  in  Prose  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart,  in  six  voliunes  octavo.  I  daresay 
you  would  consider  1 000  copies  of  such  a  safe  undertaking ; 
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we  shall  make  it  a  haudBotue  book.  This,  yon  are  awaic, 
has  been  a,  favourite  project  with  me  for  some  time. 

"  It  gives  me  gieat  pleaanre  to  tell  you  that  the  fint 
sheet  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Shakespeare  is  now  in  type; 
I  enclose  you  a  specimen  of  the  manner  and  appearance, 
in  regard  to  notes,  etc. ;  it  will  make  ten  volumes.  The 
first  volume  coDtains  the  Life  oC  Shakespeare,  by  Sir 
Walter.  He  ia  to  be  assisted  tn  the  notes  by  Mr.  Lock- 
hart,  who  is  perhaps  the  best  philologist  of  the  present 
day.  We  shall  also  print  an  edition  in  foolscap  octavo, 
and  perhaps  afterwards  one  in  a  smaller  size  of  the  octavo. 
In  the  meantime  we  intend  only  1000  copies — the  greater 
portion  of  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  go  your  way.  This 
I  expect  will  be  a  first-rate  property.  We  have  no  inten- 
tion of  giving  plates,  except  a  head  of  Shakespeare,  and 
probably  vignettes  in  the  title-paga 

"  Materials  for  the  Eucyclopasdia  for  Youth  are  getting 
forward,  and  the  EncyclopEedia  for  Mechanics  ia  likewise  in 
some  progress.  I  must,  il'  possible,  be  in  London  before 
either  of  these  important  undertakings  ia  more  fully  an- 
nounced. The  size  and  style  of  the  elementary  work  I 
consider  as  in  a  great  degree  fixed ;  but  the  other,  as  to 
size,  extent,  etc.,  must  be  r^tdated  by  prospects  of  sal^ 
mode  of  publication,  etc.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  start  with 
considerable  impresBions  of  both. 

"  I  observe  your  remark  as  to  purchasing  entire  editions 
of  books  rather  than  portions  of  them ;  that  I  confess  &lls 
in  a  good  deal  with  my  own  wishes,  and  in  many  in- 
stances might  be  advantageous  to  both  parties ;  but  then 
your  long  credits  and  discounts  are  serious.  We  can  con- 
sider of  this,  and  talk  about  it  when  we  meet. 
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'*  Now,  my  good  friend,  on  looking  at  your  stock  of  our 
books  generally,  I  think,  considering  the  extent  of  our  deal- 
ings, it  is  wonderfully  small,  though  much  more  heavy  in 
some  things  than  I  could  have  wished,  or  indeed  supposed. 
Drydea  must  he  advertised  again,  and  you  have  not  done 
nearly  enough  in  this  way  with  the  small  edition  of 
Novels,  Poetry,  etc  If  it  please  God  that  we  all  live  to 
midsummer,  I  hope  we  shall  see  the  list  greatly  reduced. 
Don't  be  hasty  in  making  waste-paper ;  hut  I  fancy  you 
have  nothing  now  admitting  of  such  treatment — it  is 
what  I  have  never  yet  done  in  any  one  instaiice.  But 
you  will  say,  perhaps,  others  have  done  it  for  me. 

"What  is  the  present  duty  on  books  imported  into 
America?  How  would  it  do  to  make  up  50  or  100 
libraries  of  books  for  that  country  ?  I  should  think  such 
a  scheme  well  worthy  of  consideration ;  but  I  am  ignorant 
aa  to  the  expenses  of  exportation.  By  libraries  I  mean 
collections  of  popular  books.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  be 
done  in  this  way,  I  should  think.  The  Americans  would 
certainly  prefer  our  editions  to  their  own  if  they  could 
get  them ;  but  you  may  have  had  all  this  in  view  already, 
and  may  have  ascertained  its  practicability.  I  am  in 
ignorance  of  the  trade  to  be  done  with  that  country,  and 
merely  drop  this  hint. 

"  I  have  many  other  matters  on  which  I  shall  write  to 
yon  as  occasion  requires.  I  hope  Mrs.  Eobinson  and 
your  famOy  are  again  quite  welL  I  was  much  grieved  to 
hear  that  your  sister.  Miss  Sobinson,  has  not  yet  entirely 
recovered.  I  b^  my  kindest  compliments  to  all  at  your 
fireside  at  Clapham,  in  which  Mrs.  Constable  and  those 
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about  me  unite,  and  I  am,  my  deai  Sir,  evei  failMiIly 
youTB,  Aachd.  Constable." 

In  a  letter  of  Bobioson's  of  April  16,  1825,  I  find  the 
foUo^ring  passage : — "  I  may  mention  here,  that  though 
the  dividends  were  paid  last  Friday,  yet  money  is  by  no 
means  plentiful,  and  the  reason  assigned  is  that  the  Stock- 
jobbing Companies  have  swallowed  much  good  money."  In 
a  letter  of  14th  May  he  writes,  with  reference  to  a  pri^te 
debt  of  my  fath«c'«,  "  I  assure  you  I  feel  much  interest 
about  all  your  private  matters,  aad  if  I  could  personally 
aid  you  to  obliterate  the  annexed  account  it  would  give 
me  great  pleasure.  I  can  only  say  I  am  most  decidedly 
at  your  command,  and  while  I  have  no  more  love  for 
Joint-Stock  Companies  than  yourself,  yet  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  a  few  hundreds  or  thousands  made  honourably 
without  risk  of  loss  in  any  private  matters,  and  not  cal- 
culated in  any  degree  to  injure  the  firm  with  which  I 
stand  connected.  I  have  done  very  little  in  this  way,  but 
since  I  saw  you  I  have  made  a  few  hundreds,  which  I 
find  veiy  useM  in  my  large  family ;  and  1  now  only 
name  these  matters  in  order  to  say  how  active  and  dili- 
gent and  happy  I  sbaU  always  be  to  forward  your  views. 
Now  I  have  said  all  I  can,  and  await  your  commands." 

Of  my  father's  reply  to  this  suggestion  I  possess  no 
copy,  but  its  tenor  may  be  divined  from  the  following 
concluding  sentence  in  the  next  letter  of  Mr.  Bobinson : 
"  I  am  much  amused  with  your  remarks  about  Stock 
markets.  Don't  be  alarmed ;  you  will  never  hear  of  me 
venturing  many  hundreds,"  It  had  been  well  for  himself 
and  others  had  this  assertion  proved  true ! 
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Before  the  let  of  June  mj  father  most  have  made 
known  to  Bobinaon  that  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  undotiakeii 
to  vrite  the  Life  of  Napoleon,  though  apparentlj  as  yet 
withholding  all  intimatioD  of  the  "  Miacellauy."  Mr. 
Kobinson  thoa  acknowledges  the  intelligence : — 

"  LoiTDOir,  Jitne  1,  1826. 

"  Mt  dear  Snt, — I  am  highly  pleased  with  the  com- 
munication respecting  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  no 
doubt  the  work  must  be  highly  interesting  to  every  indi- 
vidual in  every  comer  of  the  globe.  England,  however,  is 
the  great  place  for  the  sale  of  the  work,  to  produce  profit 
to  the  proprietors,  and  therefore  the  mode  of  publication 
requires  great  consideration.  Since  you  have  honoured  me 
by  asking  my  opinion  as  to  this  point,  and  having  thought 
it  over  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  I  can  look  at  it,  I 
now  venture  to  say  that  I  should,  in  the  first  instance,  pub- 
lish in  2  vols,  quarto,  very  handsome,  if  possible,  with  a 
good  portrait,  and  I  would  venture  upon  2000  copies  as  a 
boTui  fide  transaction,  but  then  I  would  sell  within  250 
before  I  even  named  an  octavo  or  any  other  edition ;  and 
if  I  am  right,  the  quarto  would  all  sell  in  one  month  or 
less,  and  the  octavo  might  be  ready  to  be  introduced  at 
a  moment's  notice, — say  3  vols,  demy  octavo,  which,  after 
all,  is  the  best-sized  library  book,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
and  of  this  I  would  at  once  say  6000  copies.  Indeed,  [ 
am  not  sure  if  I  woold  not  even  say  8000  copies,  and 
recommend  you  to  print  10,000 — aSl  this  good  Library  tiae ; 
and  by  printing  this  large  number  the  paper  and  print 
would  come  very  low,  and  produce  you  much  more  profit 
than  by  introducing  all  the  sizes  at  once ;  and  if  the 
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octavo  sold,  as  I  expect  it  vould,  then  a  post  octavo  could 
be  introduced,  and  even  in  due  time  a  miniature  edition ; 
but  it  does  appear  to  me  that  you  Tould  injure  the  sale, 
if  not  entirely  destroy  the  quftrto,  by  announcing  all  the 
sizes  at  once ;  however,  this  I  submit  to  your  better  judg- 
ment and  consideration. 

"  I  am  happy  to  say  that  British,  eopyright  may  be 
seaired  in  Paris  by  publishing  in  Paris  the  same  day,  or 
the  day  before  you  do  in  England,  and  depositing  two 
copies  of  the  work  in  the  National  Library.  I  have  a 
l^al  opinion  taken  in  Paris  now  before  me,  which  shall 
be  sent  to  yon  in  the  first  parcel  I  have  only  this  instant 
received  it,  or  you  should  have  had  it  with  the  Magazines, 
but  no  delay  shall  be  suffered.  Mr.  Mann  is  yet  in  Paris, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  we  may  establish  him  in 
that  city,  or  otherwise  make  such  arrangements  as  shall 
secure  your  interests  as  well  as  our  own. — I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  yours  very  truly,  J.  0.  EOBIHSON." 

The  plan  of  the  Miscellany  is  clearly  and  simply  stated 
in  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Bobinson : — 

"  FoLTOH  Hoiras,  Jum  1829. 

"  My  dear  Sib, — The  great  change  in  the  sale  of  books 
in  r^ard  to  size  and  mode  of  publication  has,  as  you 
know,  engaged  much  of  my  attention  for  the  last  three 
years.  The  demand  in  the  higher  and  literary  classes,  or 
those  who,  not  many  years  ago,  were  the  only  purchasers 
of  books,  and  for  whose  taste  alone  publishers  could  spe- 
culate, I  think  you  allow  continues  to  be  fully  better  than 
ever ;  but  there  has  been,  and  there  exists  at  present^  a 
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desire  of  knowledge  and  a  demand  for  books  in  the  middle 
ranka  and  manuJactnrii^  olasaes  of  Bociety  altogether  un- 
precedented, to  SQppIy  which  will  occasion  a  demand  to 
fully  ten  times  the  amount  of  any  hitherto  existing. 

"  A  leading  ohject  with  me  lately  has  been  how  this 
branch  of  trade  could  be  got  at— by  the  republication  of 
the  best  literature  of  the  day  in  a  style  suited  to  all 
classes ;  the  result  is,  I  baye  resolved  to  try  the  experi- 
ment, and  shall  now  confidentially  commit  to  you  a  general 
outline  of  the  plan,  which,  I  hope,  will  meet  your  co-ope- 
ration and  good  opinion.  I  may  premise,  however,  that 
at  first  sight  you  will  probably  not  approve  of  it,  and  may 
express  your  dread  whether  it  may  not  interfere  with  the 
sale  of  books  in  their  present  shape  and  condition;  but 
my  resolution  has  been  taken  after  long  and  most  deli* 
berate  thought ;  and  I  do  trust  that  all  those  whose 
opinions  are  of  value  will,  ere  long,  entirely  embrace  my 
views. 

"  My  plan  ia  to  publish  a  vork,  under  the  title  of 
CoTistahWs  MieceUany,  in  weekly  Numbers, — two  Numbers 
of  different  works  every  Saturday,  at  Is.  each, — and  that 
the  sale  shall  not  be  confined  to  the  regular  trade  merely, 
but  extend  to  every  newsman  and  dealer,  hawker  or  what 
not,  throughout  the  Empire.  I  send  you  a  specimen 
Number,  with  a  list  of  the  books  prepared  to  he  given  in 
the  first  instance  The  order  of  publication  is  not  fixed, 
but  there  will  be  always  one  of  Entertainment,  and  one  of 
what  may  be  termed  Historical  or  Useful  Information, 
appearing  on  same  day,  all  of  them  of  the  purest  and  best 
description.    The  list,  indeed,  will  speak  for  itsel£     It 
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has  been  made  ap  with  all  the  care  of  which  I  was 
capable,  and  contains  materials  for  five  years  to  come. 
Should  the  design  meet  encouTagement,  as  I  have  great 
confidence  it  will,  there  need  be  no  Uniit  to  its  preTalencj ; 
the  whole  will  be  stereotyped,  and  we  shall  print  merely 
as  demand  arises,  pay  cash  for  everything,  and  sell  for 
ready  money,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible.  The  worlt,  you 
will  observe,  is  a  Miscellany  of  botAs,  not  of  sheet  articles, 
and  each  book  may  form  either  a  part  of  the  whole,  or  be 
taken  separately, — each  day's  publications  being  of  two 
distinct  works;  for  instance,  at  starting,  Waverley,  No.  I, 
and  Hall's  Loo-Choo,  No.  2,  with  covers  to  distinguish  t^e 
one  from  the  other.  Waverley  will  make  6  Noe.,  or  2  vols., 
Captain  Hall's  two  works  9  Soa.,  or  3  vols.  I  propose 
issuing  a  No.  of  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley 
every  Saturday,  but  not  in  the  successiim  or  order  of  their 
original  publication.  For  instance,  Kenilworth  will  be 
the  second,  and  Bob  Eoy  may  not  be  given  for  four  years 
to  come.  In  this  way  the  Miscellany  will  in  no  d^ree 
interfere  with  the  set-books.  Indeed,  the  matter  will  so 
arrange  as  to  prevent  this  being  possible ;  in  the  Miscel- 
latiy  they  cannot  all  be  given  in  less  than  five  years,  and 
even  then  I  cannot  doubt  there  will  be  purchasers  of  all 
sizes  as  at  present.  Yon  will  remember  it  was  my  wish 
that  what  you  have  called  the  miniature  edition  should  be 
so  published ;  had  it  been  so,  we  should  have  been  supply- 
ing you  with  a  second  SOOO  long  ago. 

"  Yoa  will  observe  that  the  list  contains  some  books  not 
yet  written,  but  they  will  aU,  I  hope,  be  so  within  the 
next  four  years.     This,  perhaps,  may  be  called  a  new 
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feature  in  publicatioii ;  it  is  no  doubt  so ;  but  some  good 
liaa  already  resulted  from  it  in  the  Author  of  Waverley 
having  undertaken  the  life  of  Napoleon,  which  originated 
entirely  from  this  list  With  regard  to  embellishments  I 
have  not  yet  resolved ;  the  cover  will  be  ornamented  with 
a  vignette  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  I  think  of 
giving  engraved  titles,  with  vignettes,  to  each  volume, 
using  Allan's  designs  for  the  Waverley  Ifovels,  as  far  as 
they  go,  and  obtaining  new  designs  for  all  the  others. 

"  Now,  my  dear  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  intro- 
ducing the  Miscellany  to  the  different  degrees  of  pur- 
chasers, I  have  thought  with  much  anxiety,  and  before 
finally  fixing  on  any  plan,  of  issuing  adverti^ments  or  s 
prospectus,  I  wish  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  demand, 
sale,  etc,  for  weekly  publications  in  the  leading  districts 
of  -England, — in  short,  to  get  a  knowledge,  as  for  as  pos- 
sible, of  the  people  engaged  in  the  Number  trade,  as  it  is 
called,  and  the  terms  on  which  sales  can  or  ought  to  be 
effected  to  them, — in  short,  I  want  a  statistical  view  of 
the  state  of  bookselling,  and  have  already  engaged  a  mott 
competent  ptreon  to  make  a  journey  for  me,  and  he  will 
set  oat  on  it  in  a  week  or  twa  I  shall  thus,  I  hope,  have 
a  tolerable  idea  of  the  chances  of  success,  and  whether  the 
sales  in  England  must  be  entirely  through  London,  or 
only  partially  sa  In  selecting  the  books,  I  have  been 
anxious  to  give  as  great  a  variety  as  possible,  keeping 
religion,  morals,  politics,  and  good-feeling,  in  every  respect, 
completely  in  view ;  in  short,  I  would  almost  anticipate 
that  this  present,  and  probably  latt  design  of  mine,  will 
be  looked  upon  as  an  object  of  national  interest 
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"  I  have  hitherto  been  contriving  and  working  for  the 
learned,  the  great,  and  already  intelligent,  and  feel  at  this 
moment  no  small  portion  of  happiness  in  the  prospect  of 
being  atiU  more  extensively  useful,  and  in  yet  livii^  to 
receive  a  h^h  reward  in  the  success  of  my  scheme.  And 
here  I  propose  that  my  bookselling  and  editorial  projects 
shall  terminate. 

"  Although  September  is  printed  on  the  cover,  yet  the 
period  of  publication  is  not  fixed,  and  most  be  regulated 
by  circumstances.  I  know  how  much  engaged  you  must 
be  at  present,  and  I  have  felt  unwilling  to  ofTei  yon 
additional  subjects  for  your  thought,  but  I  could  not 
longer  delay  telling  you  of  this  undertaking,  which  you 
must  take  your  own  leisure  to  deliberate  and  consider 
about. 

"  With  r^ard  to  the  Life  of  Napoleon  there  is  nothing 
fixed  so  far  as  form  is  concerned.  I  am  still  inclined  to  the 
plan  of  my  last,  bat  will  not  proceed  without  further  con- 
sultation. Ko  book  has  appeared  in  our  day  of  an  interest 
approaching  to  anything  like  what  must  infallibly  attach 
to  this,  and  we  must  endeavour  to  make  it  tell  as  far  as 
possible  for  the  wonderful  author  and  others. — I  am,  my 
dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours,         Archibald  Constable." 

It  could  not,  I  think,  be  expected  that  Messrs.  Hurst, 
Bobinson,  and  Co.  should  at  once  perceive  the  advantage 
that  would  arise  to  them  from  a  plan  which  involved, 
according  to  their  views,  the  immediate  depreciation  of 
works  of  which  their  stock  amounted  in  value  to  £40,000 ; 
and,  notwithstanding  my  reverence  for  my  father's  i\xA%- 
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ment  and  experience  in  all  matters  peTtaining  to  his  craft, 
I  cannot  avert  the  conviction  that,  at  least  from  their 
own  point  of  view,  th^  may  have  been  right,  and  he 
wrong.     Mr.  Bobinson's  reply  was  as  follows : — 

"  LoiTTON,  Jme  letA,  1620. 

"  My  dear  Sie, — I  am  dnly  in  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication respecting  Constable's  Miscellany.  Ko  doubt 
can  be  entertained  in  any  person's  mind  as  to  the  success 
of  the  undertakiDg,  and  certainly  no  doubt  oan  exist  as  to 
its  entirely  destroying  the  sale  of  an  immense  property 
now  in  oar  hands,  and  most  eqtecially  the  detached  works 
by  the  Author  of  Warerley,  of  which  we  have  a  stock 
amounting  to  about  £8000,  and  above  £30,000  of  the  set^ 
books  by  the  same  author ;  to  say  nothing  about  many 
other  works,  such  as  Hall's  South  America,  etc  etc,  of 
which  we  lately  bought  quantities.  I  assure  you  I  think 
such  a  publication  aa  you  now  propose  would  entirely  ruin 
this  firm  if  persiated  in,  and  I  must  beg  that  you  will  not 
proceed  at  present,  for  even  the  publication  of  such  a 
prospectus  as  you  have  sent  me  would  at  once  ruin  the 
sale  of  the  works  by  the  Author  of  Waverley ;  and  I  hope 
yoa  vill  feel  that  it  is  due  to  this  firm  to  confer  with  us 
personally  on  the  policy  of  your  plan,  before  you  suffer  any 
eye  to  see  the  prospectus.  On  further  consideration,  I  am 
sure  you  will  see  at  once  that  our  stock  must  be  wonderfully 
reduced  before  yoa  can  proceed  with  your  plan,  and  once 
more  entreat  you  to  take  no  steps  without  first  conferring 
witb  this  firm  as  to  the  proper  time  to  announce  such  a 
[dan  to  the  public — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

"  J.  0,  KOBIKSON." 

TOL  m.  z 
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Mr.  Constable  to  J.  0.  Robinsok. 

"POLTOR,  Titttiav  Eeatbig,  Jmt  Sltl,  1SZ5. 

"  Mt  de&b  Sut, — I  have  teceived  yoni  short  and  rather 
abrupt  letter,  but  aa  it  has  apparently  been  writteii  in  a 
panic,  the  mistaken  views  which  it  contains  most  be 
regretted  and  overlooked. 

"  I  feel  it  quite  unnecessary  to  say  how  very  heedless 
conduct  it  would  be  in  me  to  think  of  any  project  tending 
to  the  injuiy  of  connexions  of  such  vast  importance  as 
yourselves,  and  not  less  anything  that  could  prove  detri- 
mental to  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley.  The 
Miscellany  in  question  has  no  such  objects  in  view,  and 
cannot,  in  its  effects,  produce  anything  but  good  to  all 
concerned. 

"  I  am  fuUy  aware  of  the  large  interest  which  yon  hold 
in  books  by  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  it  would  be  my 
study  and  object  assuredly  to  protect  that  property.  The 
sets  in  various  sizes  have  no  doubt  lessened  the  demand 
for  the  original  editions.  The  plan  of  the  Miscellany  is 
not  intended  to  add  to  the  sets  for  many  years  to  come, 
and  as  separate  boohs  will  only  partially  fall  in  the  way 
of  the  original  editions,  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  ask 
■whether  such  plan  could  possibly  amount  to  the  serious 
injuries  which  your  letter  holds  out  ?  Each  of  the  set- 
editions  have  found  their  own  separate  and  distinct  par- 
chasers;  the  number  of  purchasers  has  increased  with 
each  succeeding  size — these  are,  I  think,  facts  which  can- 
not be  disputed.  The  Miscellany  is  for  another  class,  who 
cannot  afford  to  purchase  any  edition  already  in  existence. 
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and  -vrho,  in  all  probability,  will  never  do  so  without  some 
such  project:  as  that  of  which  you  complain.  My. idea  iB 
that  all  the  aoTels,  tales,  and  lomaDces  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  at  present  existing,  might  be  reprinted  under 
the  cover  of  the  Miscellany,  within  four  years  from  the 
starting ;  but  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  extending  that 
period  to  seTon  years ;  and  will  the  present  purchasers  of 
sets — increasing  in  number  daily,  as  I  think  you  must 
allow  them  to  be — wait  so  long  for  the  Miscellany,  or 
cheapest  editions  ?  This  I  do  maintain,  and  nothing  will 
alter  my  opinion,  short  of  actnal  experience,  and  that,  I 
now  most  decidedly  say,  will  not  be  seen  in  my  day  or  in 
yours.  I  beg  to  asseH>  further  that  my  new  plan  will  not 
interfere  to  lessen  the  sale  of  the  original  editions  to  the 
amount  of  five  per  cent  per  annum  of  your  present  stock, 
the  sale  of  which,  under  any  circamstance,  appears  to  be 
so  inconsiderable, 

"  As  mentioned  in  my  last,  neither  the  books  which  the 
Miscellany  is  to  contain,  nor  the  period  of  commencing 
it,  is  finally  fixed.  I  wished  to  communicate  the  whole 
plans  to  you  in  the  fullest  manner,  before  announcing 
them  in  any  way ;  as  to  this  my  letter  of  the  1 5th  will 
bear  the  fullest  testimony.  It  would  give  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  confer  fully  with  your  firm  on  every  point 
relative  to  this  most  important  of  all  undertakings  in 
which  I  have  been  or  am  ever  likely  to  be  concerned. 
The  design,  up  to  the  present  period,  has  not  in  any 
manner,  been  made  public;  but  its  title  having  been 
seen  in  the  hands  of  printers,  the  project  has  ceased  to  be 
a  secret ;  and  I  think  when  you  have  reconsidered-  tlie 
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whole  afiWir,  the  most  formidable  of  70ur  objections  must 
vanish.  The  whole  matter  has  long  had  the  most  decided 
attentioD  from  me,  and  I  will  yet  see  whether  the  list 
catmot  be  modelled  to  allay  (what  I  mnst  call)  your 
gionndless  fears.  You  will  receive,  enclosed,  a  proof  of 
the  printed  notice,  which  I  intended  should  accompany 
the  list  of  books,  and  of  this  there  are  only  two  copies 
yet  printed.  Had  circumstances  enabled  me  to  leave 
borne,  we  should  b&ve  had  conferences  on  Gaa  subject 
months  ago,  but  aa  I  see  no  prospect  of  my  being  in 
London  before  August,  I  beseech  you  to  favour  me  more 
fully  with  your  objections  in  writing,  trusting  they  will 
be  arguments,  not  theoretical  assertions.  I  repeat  again 
how  fully  sensible  I  am  of  the  m^nitude  of  your  stock  of 
the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  request  you  t« 
believe  that  it  is  farthest  from  my  thoughts  to  contem- 
plate anything  injurious  to  their  sale,  or  opposed  to  your 
opinion  of  what  is  proper,  as  far  as  I  possibly  can  avoid 
doing  so. 

"I  will  do  all  that  is  in  my  power  to  regulate  the 
publication  to  our  mutual  benefil^  but  abandoned  it  can- 
not be ;  indeed,  I  look  forward  to  the  result  of  it  as  not 
the  least  productive  harvest  in  a  life  of  some  enterprise 
and  no  little  anxiety.  You  may  sell  some  copies  fewer  of 
Waverley  and  others  in  a  detached  shape ;  the  evils  yon 
dread  will  rest  here.  Has  the  octavo  suffered  from  the 
foolscap  edition  ?  and  have  both  or  either  suffered  by  the 
miniature  ?  but  these  are  all  for  the  higher  classes  of  the 
people,  and  cannot  be  injured  by  the  new  project — Tonn^ 
etc,  Abchibuj)  Constabix." 
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My  father's  eloqnence  having  failed  to  convince  his 
correspondent,  on  the  8th  of  July  he  received  the  follow- 
ing reply  :— 

"  Ci.iWTHM,  Jii}j/  6,  1826. 

"  My  deas  Sm, — I  should  have  replied  to  your  favour 
of  the  2 let  ultimo  some  days  ago,  hat  I  wished  to  give 
every  possible  consideration  to  the  important  question 
now  befoi-e  us ;  and  however  abrupt  yon  might  consider 
my  former  letter,  which  waa  certainly  written  under 
considerable  feeling  at  t^e  extraordinary  proposal  you 
had  conuaunicated,  yet  mature  consideiatioii,  and  con- 
sultation with  my  partner  and  our  mutual  Mend-  Mr. 
Thomas  Hurst,  has  only  most  fully  and  decidedly  con- 
finned  the  opinion  I  conveyed  in  my  former  letter ;  and 
however  decided  you  may  be  in  your  opinion  that  the 
publication  of  the  proposed  Miscellany  would  not  he  a 
serious  injury  to  ua,  I  assure  you  I  am  no  less  decided 
that  it  would  be  not  only  injuiions,  but  much  b^/ond  that ; 
indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  might  be  the  result  of 
such  a  dt^redation  of  such  an  important  proptrty. 

"  We  hold  nearly,  if  not  upwards  of,  £40,000  stock  of  the 
works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley ;  and  do  you  think  it 
possible,  under  these  circumstances,  that  I  can  be  made  to 
believe  that  the  weekly  publication  of  these  works  in 
Kumbers,  at  about  one-third  or  one-fourth  the  price  of  our 
present  stock,  would  not  he  injurious?  This  is  reaUy  so 
plain  a  matter  that  I  dare  not  venture  to  remark  much 
upon  it,  because  I  would  not  willingly  either  write  or 
speak  one  sentiment  to  hurt  your  feelings ;  but  I  may,  in 
justice  to  the  firm  I  represent,  ask  you  one  plain  question 
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— Woold  you  propose  such  ft  woric  bs  your  preseot  Mia- 
cellany  if  you  held  aH  the  stock  we  do,  not  only  of  the 
works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  but  the  works  of  Sit 
Walt«r  Scott  sud  others,  to  which  I  shall  refer  in  this 
letter  ?  You  need  only  give  due  consideration  to  this,  and 
the  matter  will  be  settled  at  once  by  the  integrity  of  yonr 
own  mind,  which  I  am  sure  will  dictate  to  you  that  the 
plan  should  be  withdrawn,  and  afterwards  adjusted  in 
conformity  with  our  stock,  according  to  the  honour  and 
usage  of  the  trade,  and  in  conformity  with  a  apedfie  contract 
dictated  by  yourself,  and  in  the  same  handwriting  as  this 
epistle,  and  I  may  further  add,  a  contract  referring  only  to 
the  miniature  editions,  which  produced  you  above  £10,000 
net. 

"  The  next  important  jwirt  of  our  stock  which  your  pur- 
posed publication  would  materially  injure  is  the  1 2mo  and 
the  miniature  edition  of  Scott's  Poetry ;  but  since  others 
are  interested  in  this  property,  we  might  safely  leave  them 
to  look  after  their  own  interest,  which  would  at  (mce  pre- 
vent, if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  the  introduction  of 
these  works  into  the  Miscellany. 

"  I  should  no  less  object  to  the  introduction  of  the  fol- 
lowing works,  of  which  we  hold  a  laige  stock,  some  of 
which  have  been  purchased  within  a  few  months,  say  Hall's 
Travels,  Millet's  Elementa,  Tour  in  Germany,  and  Arrow- 
smith's  Atlas. 

"  Your  proposed  Miscellany  has  already  been  announced, 
no  doubt  without  your  authority,  in  t^e  Gazette  of  litera- 
ture, but  I  think  it  should  never  have  been  submitted  to 
a  printer,  or  the  secret  of  your  plan  divulged  to  any  one. 
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without  our  concurrence.  You  ask  me  if  the  publication 
of  the  12ino  edition  of  the  eet-books  by  the  Author  of 
Waverley  injured  the  sale  of  the  octavos  ?  to  which  I  reply. 
Most  certainly  it  did;  and  the  miniature  ii^ured  both 
12mo  and  octavo.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  to  say  that, 
on  the  whole,  we  have  not  made  more  profits  by  having 
three  editions  than  if  we  had  only  had  the  octavo,  but  if 
no  other  edition  than  the  octavo  had  been  published,  a 
great  quantity  more  would  have  been  sold  of  that  edition 
than  under  the  existing  circnmstance  of  our  having  other 
two  editions.  You  remark  that  your  present  plan  will 
not  interfere  with  the  sale  of  the  original  editions  to  the 
amount  of  6  per  cent ;  now,  my  good  sir,  allow  me  to  ask 
you  who  will  bny  Waverley  at  21a.  while  yon  ate  selling 
it  for  6b.  ?  and  our  regular  sale  of  this  work  averages  200 
per  annum,  at  12s.  and  14s.  to  the  trade.  The  same 
applies  to  Guy  Mannering  and  The  Antiquary,  and  some 
othen ; — indeed,  my  good  sir,  you  are  altogether  in  the 
wrong,  and  your  plan  must  rest  for  a  few  years. 

"  I  hope  I  need  not  say  I  am  always  ready  to  forward 
all  your  plans  and  wishes  of  every  kind,  when  I  can  do  so 
with  a  proper  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  our  own  engage- 
ments ;  and  deeply  do  I  regret  that  your  opinion  and  mine 
are  bo  much  at  variance  on  this  important  point ;  but  I  feel 
it  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  partners,  as  well  as  myself  to  be 
thus  explicit  with  you,  and  say  positively,  that  your  list 
must  be  nuterially  altered, — indeed,  that  you  must  not 
only  omit,  but  not  even  refer  to,  the  Waverley  Kovels  and 
other  books  of  which  we  hold  a  large  Btock.  I  have  no 
doubt,  after  due  consideration,  you  will  view  the  matter 


.d  by  Google 


380  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

fls  I  do,  and  in  a  few  yean  we  may  go  moet  cordially  into 
yonr  plan,  la  the  meantime,  be  asgured  it  always  gives 
me  great  satisfaction  to  concur  wiUi  70a  in  all  matteta  of 
business,  and  I  am,  with  much  respect,  my  dear  Sir,  yonn 
faithfully,  J.  0.  Bobihsoit.'' 

Ma.  CONBTABLS  to  Mr.  Sobinsoh. 

"  EDUtKiTBOH,  BtK  Jidg  IStS. 

"  Mt  deab  Sib, — On  coming  to  town  this  morning  Mr. 
Cadell  put  into  my  hands  yoor  letter  of  the  6tb,  &om 
which  I  find  we  are  not  likely  to  agree  in  opinion  as  to 
the  entire  safety  of  your  stock  of  the  novels  and  romances 
of  the  Anthor  of  Waverley.  If  the  plan  of  including  them 
in  the  intended  Miscellany  should  be  fbllowed  up,  I  there- 
fore feel  it  due  to  all  concerned  to  lose  no  time  in  stating 
explicitly  that  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  &om 
Waverley  to  Quentin  Durward  inclusive,  shall  be  excluded 
from  any  list  or  advertisement  of  said  Miscellany  at  pre- 
sent. 

"  I  believe,  with  the  exception  of  Hall's  South  America, 
every  other  work  in  the  stock  of  which  you  or  any  one 
else  has  an  interest  has  been  withdrawn  &om  the  list,  in* 
eluding  BnsseU's  Travels. 

"  My  intention  is  not  to  do  harm,  but  to  do  good.  If 
the  friends  with  whom  I  have  been  acting,  and  wish  to  act, 
do  not  see  things  at  all  times  in  the  same  point  of  view 
as  I  do,  I  acknowledge  my  sincere  r^ret  that  it  should  be 
so,  and  shall  be  most  willing  to  render  similar  acknow- 
le^ments  in  changing  any  of  my  business  plans  whenever 
I  can  be  satisfied  of  the  utility  of  the  change. 
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"The  plan  of  the  Miscellany  was  exclnsively  submitted 
to  you,  but  uot  till  after  it  had  had  the  best  oonaideiation 
1  was  capable  of  giving  it,  and  I  repeat  again,  I  am  still 
conTinced  you  will  ere  long  view  ererytbing  couceming 
it  in  the  manner  I  do  myself ;  at  least  such  is  my  oouric- 
tion,  but  I  will  presume  to  use  no  further  argument  to 
satisfy  you  of  this.  You  have  no  doubt  the  power  of 
preventing  our  printing  Waverl^,  etc.,  but  it  would  be 
unworthy  c^  this  house,  and  certainly  unlike  its  profea- 
aiona,  to  do  anything  of  an  injurious  tendency  towards 
your  concern,  sappoaing  the  power  entirely  in  our  own 
hands ;  words,  however,  are  only  words,  and  on  this  sub- 
ject yon  shall  not  have  more  of  them  from  me. 

"  The  Miscellany,  as  I  said  in  a  former  letter,  cannot 
be  abandoned,  and  its  suocess  with  tiie  public  will  not 
depend,  I  hope,  on  our  not  giving  Waverley  till  it  shall 
better  suit  all  our  purposes.  Agreements  are  unnecessary 
to  be  looked  at  when  the  stake  is  to  anch  a  magnitude  as 
is  mentioned  in  the  letter  now  before  me.  The  Miscellany 
is,  I  expect,  destined  to  long  life,  and  we  can  work  only 
on  &ee  materiale  in  tiie  meantime. — I  am,  etc, 

"ArCHIBAID  COH8TABLB. 

"  P.S. — I  find  I  can  send  you  an  uncorrected  proof  of 
the  prospectus  in  its  present,  and  I  trust  final,  state.  Yon 
will  obeerve  The  Crusaders  named  in  it,  which  will  be 
given  under  any  circumstance,  and  yoil  will  also  see 
there  is  no  pledge  as  to  the  time  for  the  appearance  of 
any  other  of  the  published  works  of  our  great  Author." 
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Mr.  Constable  to  Ma  BoBtHsoir. 

"  Eddibukiik,  9A  A^  182IL 
"  Mt  dear  Sib, — Yonr  letter  of  the  $th  reached  me  in 
due  course,  but  from  the  contents  of  tnj  letter  of  yester- 
day, and  previous  lor^  despatches,  it  does  not  seem  neces- 
saiy  to  trouble  you  at  present  with  any  long  reply. 

"  Hall's  Sonih  America  and  The  Crusaders  are  now  the 
only  books  retained  in  the  list  of  the  Miscellany  of  which 
you  have  any  stock,  and  it  is  proposed  to  commence  with 
these  works.  It  will  ere  long  be  ascertained  how  bi 
your  e^e  of  the  satne  has  been  interfered  with.  I  now 
beg  to  say  that  whatever  the  loss  by  that  interference  may 
amonnt  to,  it  shall  be  made  up  to  yon,  either  by  the  books 
remaining  being  taken  back, — say  twelve  months  hence, 
or  by  some  other  satisfactory  mode  not  inconsistent  with 
the  usages  and  honour  of  the  trada 

"  You  remark  in  a  postscript  to  your  letter  that  yon 
never  refused  to  publish  the  novels  and  tales  in  Numbers 
(Paa-ts),  as  originally  designed  they  should  b&  I  have 
not  said  you  ever  did  refuae, — I  have  only  observed  tiiat 
you  adopted  your  own  views  and  not  mine ;  but  this  can 
soon  be  rectified,  as  you  have  all  the  liber^  originally 
given  you  to  do  so ;  still  further,  there  is  no  facility  or 
assistance  in  my  power,  consistent  with  the  honour  and 
usage  of  the  trade,  or  even  norihem  liberality,  that  you 
may  not  instantly  command  in  carrying  the  first  idea 
successfuBy  into  effect  should  circumstaaces  yet  indnce 
you  to  entertain  such.  The  original  undertaking  was  a 
spirited  one  on  your  part,  and  most  advantageous  to  ua, 
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for  which  joa  have  long  had  my  thanks,  and  still  shall 
have  my  giatitode. 

"Now,  good  air,  in  reply  to  your  question,  'Whether, 
if  possessing  the  stock  which  you  do,  I  would  have  thought 
of  republishing  the  works  enumerated  in  your  letter?'  I 
forbear  all  remark,  hut  at  onee  tell  you,  I  assdkedlt 
WOULD. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

"  Abohibaid  Constable. 

*  PjS. — Instead  of  being  a  preventive — possessing  such 
a  stock  would  be  an  additional  and  urgent  inducement." 
(This  P.S.  not  added  in  the  letter  sent.) 

Mb.  !Kobdison  to  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co. 

"LojTWttf,  J»^  lltt,  1885. 
"Mt  DBAS  SiBS, — I  feel  greatly  relieved  by  yoni 
decision  as  to  the  Miscellany,  and  if  it  were  not  that  I 
think  yon  would  consider  me  as  interferii^  with  your 
matters,  I  should  say,  while  I  approve  your  plan,  yet  I 
think  the  seledum  of  books  might  be  greatly  improved, 
and  I  am  sure  it  woiild  be  greatly  to  your  advantage  not 
to  introduce  The  Cmsaders.  You  may  make  double  the 
money  of  it  in  other  wayi,  and  I  say  this  because  I  have 
some  practical  experience  of  what  class  of  books  the 
Number-people  sell ;  and  I  am  sure  many  woiks  that  are 
not  copyright  would  sell  innch  better  than  the  works  of 
the  great  Author ;  indeed,  they  are  adapted  only  for  the 
higher  dass  of  readers,  not  for  the  labouring  class ;  and 
you  should  also  keep  in  mind  that  your  Is.  No.  will  not 
net  yon  6d.  Hie  profits  which  this  class  of  periodical 
vendors  require  is  what  you  may  be  unacquainted  with, 
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aod  I  am  very  certain  70a  may  make  a  selection  of  woriu 
that  will  answer  everjf  purpose  without  tondting  yoop  own 
eopyr^Ms.  This  is  at  great  importance,  and  I  am  certain 
it  is  the  feet. — I  am,  my  dear  Sirs,  yonn  truly, 

"  J.  O.  ROBINSOH. 

"  Too  may  perhapa  gather  some  ideas  from  the  follow- 
ing statement: — Stevens  published  the  History  of  the 
.  Wars  of  the  French  Bevolution  in  two  vols,  quarto,  and  it 
died  almost  as  soon  as  it  appeared,  and  some  years  after 
it  was  made  into  waste  paper.  Baines  of  Leeds  repub- 
lished it  during  my  residence  in  Leeds,  and  circulated 
through  the  hawkers  above  20,000  copies  in  6d.  Nos.; 
but,  if  mj  memory  is  correct,  Bavies  and  Booth  and  otiet 
great  hawkers  only  paid  Baines  2|d.  per  No.  When  I 
was  at  Leeds,  and  during  my  abode  at  Leeds,  I  saw  much 
of  the  concerns  of  Davies  and  Booth,  who  were  the  greatest 
people  in  this  line  out  of  London,  and  they  generally  con- 
sidered that  2d.  was  as  much  as  they  could  afTord  for  6d. 
Nos.,  but  on  account  of  the  popularity  of  Baines's  book 
they  gave  him  2Jd." 

Ma  CoKaTABLE  to  Mb.  Bobihboit. 

"PoLTOir  EousK,  24A  Sept  1825, 

"  Mt  deab  Sm, — I  am  duly  in  receipt  of  your  letter, 
and  regret  that  we  are  not  yet  quite  at  one  in  regard 
to  the  Miscellany,  bat  I  have  no  doubt  we  are  to  be 
so  ere  long.  The  prospectus,  as  you  will  have  seen,  is 
now  committed  to  the  public,  and  I  mean  to  use  every 
active   exertion   to    make  it  as   universally  known  as 
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poBBible.  I  expect  to  commence  iBBoing  on  Isfc  January 
next,  aa  jon  aball  hear  more  at  length  when  we  meet, 
which  I  hope  will  be  about  the  6th  October — Thuraday 
week.  If  you  have  anything  to  say  before  I  leave  home, 
a  letter  in  course  would  reach  ma  here.  I  go  by  the  west 
road.  Sir  Walter  Scott  has  requested  I  would  make 
Abboteford  the  first  stage,  which  I  intend  to  do.  I  am 
now  a  helpless  old  fellow,  and  must  take  a  man-servaDt 
along  with  me. 

"  With  regard  to  my  stay  in  London,  my  wish  is  to  he  at 
home  within  a  month  from  the  time  I  leave  this.  Indeed, 
I  cannot  think  of  a  loiter  absence,  and  I  daresay  you  will 
think  yoa  have  enough  of  me,  limited  as  I  propose  my 
visit  to  be,  though  I  really  do  not  know  that  I  shall  have 
any  baigaina  to  sell  you,  having  retired  from  that  line  of 
businesa  ;  but  we  shall  have  no  want  of  Bubjecta  to  talk 
about,  and  I  expect  to  have  great  pleasure  in  seeing  your 
new  and  vast  eatabliBbment. — In  the  meantime,  with 
best  compliments  to  Mr.  Hnrst,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours 
feithfully,  Akchd.  Constable." 
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Uj  father  visits  London— CarrMpondeiice  vith  his  pirtner  regsrding  reqowt 
of  Robinson  for  eitensi™  peenntarj  assislwice— Monay  mattera  look  Teiy 
ill — Bsnh«n>i  in  aitim — Mr.  Dixon  Mmonstrates— "  Napoleon  "  stopped, 
tnd  Woodstock  begun — Iiuurioiu  report  from  London — Letter  f^om  m; 
father  on  the  snitject. 

Early  in  October  iny  father  visited  LoDdon,  chiefly  for 
the  purpose  of  airangiDg  preliminaries  for  the  publication 
of  the  Miscellany,  and  he  writes  on  the  10th  to  Mr. 
Cadell  as  follows  : — "  As  to  the  Miscellany,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  nothing  can  promise  better.  Our  friends  here  have 
got  a  new  light  as  to  it,  and  will  do  all  they  can  to  for- 
ward my  wishes I  observe  your  P,S.  as  to  dis- 
counts,^ which  I  understand  are  also  difGcult  here  at 
present,  but  Robinson  says  the  thing  must  pass  over  im- 
mediately. If  I  learn  anything  of  importance  on  this 
matter  I  shall  let  you  know,"         v 

Mr.  Oadell  writes  from  Edinbui^h  on  the  same  day 
as  follows  :— 

Mr.  Cadell  to  Mr.  Constable. 

■<  Edihbitroh,  lOlhOct.  1825. 
"  Mt  dear  Sik, — I  have  this  moment  had  a  call  from 

1  Mr.  Cadell  had  atated,  "Somo  pE  the  bonki  here  ue  now  t&king 
E  per  cent,  above  six  months,  but  it  U  not  general;  the  opinion  it  that 
il  will  not  hut  long." 
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James  Ballantyne,  "with  a  letter  £rom  Sir  Walter  in  his 
hand,  stating  that  he  has  just  finished  the  first  volume  of 
his  Life  of  Suonaparte,  which  ia  wholly  occupied  with  a 
retrospect  of  the  French  Bevolution,  and  he  adds,  'There 
are  to  be  four  more — jive  in  alL'  Ball&otyne's  call  was 
to  suggest  the  question  to  you, '  Should  this  make  any 
change  in  the  mode  of  hiinging  out  the  hook  V  It  is 
flow  clear  that  Sir  Walter  is  laying  a  broad  foundation, 
and  that  he  will  make  a  great  book.  Is  uot  Jive  rolamea, 
post  size,  too  much  1  So  ^ery  great  an  extension  in  the 
number  of  volumes  carries  the  book,  I  fear,  oat  of  many 
readers'  hands,  and  I  question  if  half  the  number  in  this 
size  will  go  to  the  ciicnlating  libraries.  Under  this  view 
of  the  matter,  will  it  not  be  more  prudent  to  make  the 
work  in  four  stout  octavos,  demy  /  Thinking  that  your 
ideas  might  change  with  so  important  a  change  in  size,  I 
have  written  to  Cowan  not  to  make  any  post  till  further 
orders,  and  it  will  be  well  to  know  your  views  about  it 
soon,  for  James  Ballantyne  expects  to  start  without  any 
delay. — I  am,  yours  truly,  ROB.  Cadkll." 

Mb.  Cokstable  to  Mr.  Cadell. 

"  laSDQS,  \6th  October  1825. 
"  Mt  dear  Sir, — Six  Walter  mentioned  to  me  when  at 
Abboteford  the  chance  of  a  fifth  volume,  and  mentioned 
something  as  to  the  introductory  part — which  he  showed 
me — forming  a  separate  publication,  which  I  said  de- 
cidedly would  be  a  very  bad  plan,  and  I  thought  he  was 
not.  to  propose  it.  Four  volumes  would  doubtless  be 
more  saleable  than  five  volumes ;  but  he  must  do  in  this 
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just  as  suita  bun.  A  historical  work  may  bear  an  addi- 
tional Tolome,  though  with  a  work  of  romanca  it  xdi^i^ 
be  otherwise,  and  I  would  certainly  not  alter  the  plan  of 
our  entire  publication.  Mr.  Lockhart,  who  ia  here  at 
present,  tells  me  he  has  read  the  introductory  chapter, 
and  that  it  is  most  admirable.  Shall  I  write  to  Sir  Walter 
on  the  subject? 

"Mr.  Sohinson  spoke  to  me  yesterday  in  Waterloo 
Place  about  a  large  accommodation  for  three  and  four 
months.  I  did  not  at  the  moment  tdtogeUier  see  the 
bearings  of  it,  and  requested  he  would  write  to  you  on  tbe 
subject  On  due  consideration,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
it  would  not  suit  in  the  way  he  proposed,  and  I  have  told 
him  BO.  You  are  at  the  helm,  and  can  do  whatever  is 
suitable  and  useful  to  both.  There  certainly  ia  a  great 
change  here  at  present,  hut  Mr.  Dixon,  whom  I  have  just 
seen,  does  not  think  it  will  lost,  but  recommends  caution. 
I  went  to  him  in  consequence  of  the  enclosed.  The  chief 
part  of  the  balance  arises  from  GXja.  and  Ca  not  having 
paid  £1300  advised,  etc,  to  be  done  on  the  13th.  This  is 
veiy  awkward,  and  I  hope  the  mistake  is  at  Glyn's.  I 
am  to  call  at  Dixon  and  Co.'s  on  Monday,  and  shall  see 
whether  it  is  then  cleared  up.  Mr.  Dixon  very  generally 
observed  that  the  amount  of  our  drafts  was  at  present 
larger  than  usual.  I  have  told  Hobinson  of  this,  and  that 
what  we  have  done  for  him  is  the  cause  of  it.  I  would 
not  use  Mr.  Carstairs  hut  for  our  own  purposes.  Oar 
friend  J.  0.  R's  demand  was,  I  think,  a  large  one. — Yours 
truly,  Arch.  Constable." 
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Mr.  Cadell's  opinion  on  this  subject  coincided  with  my 
father's : — 

Mb.  Cadell  to  Ms.  Constable. 

•■BsniBiTxaH,  nth  OeL  182S. 

"  My  dea£  Sib, — I  write  to-day  on  account  of  a  letter 
I  have  from  Bobinson  about  cash,  which  has  put  me  com* 
pletely  out  of  sorts,  as  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  what  to  da 
He  says.  Draw  £10,000  on  Dixon  and  Ck).,  and  £10,000 
on  Carstairs,  and  remit  to  me  in  course.  He  might  as 
well  say,  Draw  the  same  sums  oQ  the  Bank  of  Eugl&nd. 
It  was  only  on  Wednesday  that  we  increased  Carstairs 
above  £3000  for  ourselves  in  consequence  of  repeated 
refusals  at  the  various  banks.  His  account  is  very  high 
(£12,000).  As  to  Brooks  and  Co.,  it  is  h%her  just  now 
than  ever  it  was  (£16,600),  and  they  gave  us  a  growl  the 
other  day.  It  would  be  madness  to  do  what  Sobinson 
says — I  mean  to  Uie  extent ;  absolute  madness.  It  would 
utterly  demolish  our  own  credit ;  and,  by  the  way,  as  you 
know.  Brooks  aud  Ca  were  increased  largely  lately  for 
Hobinson  himsel£ 

"  We  cannot  get  one  shilling  of  Loudon  from  Sandy 
Smith ;  if  we  could,  I  might  have  taken  £2000  on  credit, 
and  got  it  paid  somehow.  His  want  has  compelled  me  to 
assail  Dickinson  to  meet  oar  bills  at  Brooks  and  Co.,  also 
Hood's  for  a  small  bilL  We  have  to  provide  Brooks  and 
Co.  with  £14,700  in  November,  and  God  only  knows  how 
it  is  to  be  got  1  They  have  refused  us  discount  just  now, 
but  I  have  asked  for  a  little  in  November  in  order  to 
help  us. 

VOL.  in.  2  a 
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"Such  ia  our  exact  state,  and  not  from  our  own  en- 
gf^emeots,  but  to  aid  3.  0.  R  Had  we  not  done  so  miuk 
already  for  Sobimon,  we  coold  ham  done  a  great  deal  jua 
now,  but  having  done  a  great  deal  already,  it  is  wholly  im- 
practiceMe  to  do  much  just  now. 

"  Tbeie  ia  nothing  that  I  would  not  do  for  our  friend ; 
the  amount  is  of  no  consequence,  but  to  do  it  with  caation 
and  prudence  is  the  rub.  I  hare  not  been  so  mnch 
annoyed  for  a  long  time  as  at  our  inability  to  do  all 
SobinsoD  wishes.  I  must  really  have  a  day's  considera- 
tion of  the  matter. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  youra  truly, 

«  EoB.  Cadell." 

In  my  father's  letter  of  the  I  Sth  there  is  the  following 
passage  : — "  Money  matters  here  are  not  very  easy  with 
people  in  business.  No  discounts  but  at  short  dates,  and 
of  the  first  rate.  Our  friends  H.,  R,  and  Co.  have  enough 
on  hand  in  this  way,  but  their  credit  stands  veiy  h^h,  and 
few  large  concerns  stand  better ;  but  their  request  of  last 
week  was  rather  a  large  one,  and  I  will  not  feel  any  dis- 
appointment that  you  think  so,  and  that  whatever  is  to 
be  done  should  be  through  other  means.  Nothing  can  be 
added  to  Dixon  and  Co.  at  present ;  we  should  rather, 
were  it  possible,  reduce  than  increase  such  accounts.  I 
have  said  all  this  to  Robinson,  who  is  quite  prepared  to 
do  without  the  accommodation." 

Me.  Cadell  to  Me.  Cokstable. 

"  EDiKBCBaH,  I8d  OeL  1835. 
"  My  dear  Sm, — How  completely  my  letter  of  yester- 
day has   anticipated  your  sentimente  about  Bobinson's 
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accommodation,  as  expreased  in  your  letter  of  the  15tli, 
received  this  morning ;  and  bow  fortunate  it  is  that  I  did 
not  increase  Dixon  and  Ca's  account !  As  I  stated  yes- 
terday, nothing  but  stark  staring  incompetency  would 
have  caused  me  to  do  what  Bobinson  wanted  ;  in  fact,  it 
would  have  demolished  us  utterly. 

"  I  have  been  uneasy  for  some  days  about  Dixon  and 
Co.,  in  consequence  of  D,  Smith  and  Oo.  having  little  or 
no  London  funds.  Smith  said  as  much  the  other  day,  in 
the  way  of  doubt  of  his  account  in  London  standing  the 
£1400  (not  £1300)  advised  on  the  13th.  On  applying 
this  morning  I  find  it  would  be  paid  on  the  17th  posi- 
tively, and  the  delay  has  arisen  from  their  downright 
poverty  of  funds  at  Glyn  and  Co.'s.  As  I  stated  to  yon 
yesterday,  and  as  your  letter  anticipates,  Eobinson  is 
the  sole  cause  of  our  account  with  Dixon  aud  Co.  being 
so  high,  and  it  is  hard  to  suQer  in  our  desire  to  oblige 
others ;  with  Carstairs  it  would  be  equally  foolish  to 
overstrain ;  were  we  to  do  so,  where  would  be  our  berth 
in  the  event  of  being  put  in  a  comer  ourselves  ?  There 
is  nothing  that  I  would  not  do  to  do  Bobinson  all  the  good 
in  our  power ;  but  at  present  I  see  no  practicable  plan 
without  endangering  our  own  safety.  I  know  well  that 
Bobinson  and  we  are  one  and  the  same  in  some  points 
of  view,  and  the  mutual  credit  of  boUi  must  be  main- 
lined ;  but  after  what  we  have  done,  more,  at  this 
moment,  is  past  our  power.  Eobinson  will  be  nearly 
prepared  for  this  by  my  letter  of  yesterday,  and  Brooks 
and  Co.'s  note  to  you  sets  the  matter  at  rest  .... 

"  BoBT.  Cadbll." 
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My  father  writes  on  the  20th : — "  I  have  just  had  the 
pleasure  of  your  letter,  and  hare  read  that  to  Sobinson, 
which  was  quite  right.  His  request  could  not  with  any 
propriety  be  attempted  at  present.  I  need  not  say  a  word 
to  you  on  the  subject,  being  satisfied  you  will  look  to 
home,  which  is  very  much  onr  good  friend  Mr.  Joseph's 
own  plan.  The  present  appearance  of  things  is  certainly 
very  different  from  last  year  at  the  same  period,  and  it 
will  most  likely  be  January  before  we  see  much  improve- 
ment The  hook-trade  thrives  meantime  beyond  any 
former  period.  Longman  and  Ca  had  a  most  successfol 
sale,  more  so  than  they  have  ever  had." 

On  the  22d  October  Mr.  Cadell  wrote  from  Edinbui^h : 
— *'  You  would  find  all  right  at  Brooks  and  Co.,  but  I  assure 
you  it  would  have  been  the  he^ht  of  folly  to  liave  done 
what  Bobinson  wanted.  J.  0.  B.  cares  nothing  Imt  /or 
home.  I  have  seen  that  long  long,  and  after  telling  us 
not  to  have  any  connexion  with  Key,  it  is  barely  fair  to 
make  us  ask  favours  for  himself,  but  one  must  allow  a  great 
deal  at  a  pinch,  and  a  financier  in  a  comer  does  not 
stick  at  trifles  to  meet  the  day  and  the  way," 

From  London,  my  father  replied  on  the  24th  October : 
— "  I  bad  no  doubt  we  should  be  entirely  at  one  as  to 
Sobinson's  request.  They  have  certainly  immense  pay- 
ments, but  they  have  great  resources  to  meet  them.  I 
shall  tell  you  all  I  think  as  to  these  matters  at  meeting. 
I  suspect  the  Print  concern  absorbs  a  great  deal  of  ready 
money,  Uiough  no  doubt  profitable ;  but  H.,  R,  and  Co.'b 
purchases  in  every  way  have  been  large,  and  they  have 
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a  large  stoct.  There  certainly  never  was  property  in 
the  lianda  of  any  one  where  more  leal  activity  and  very 
fair  judgment  were  at  work  than  in  this  concern.  As 
to  theii  fiaance,  I  see  clearly  that  there  must  he  no 
dependence  on  their  getting  anything  from  Scotland 
discounted  for  the  next  two  months  to  come,  short  of 
banker's  paper.  This  does  not  apply  alone  to  them,  but 
to  every  one  in  trade  at  the  present  moment  Rothschild's 
operations  and  Joint-Stock  Companies  are  said  to  be  the 
great  cause  of  this,  H.,  R,  and  Co,  have  not  above  one- 
third  of  the  sum  on  discount  at  present  at  Glyn  and  Co. 
as  last  year  at  this  season,  and  they  have  nevertheless 
been  requested  to  get  all  they  can  elsewhere. 

"  I  think  it  would  he  well  if  Sir  Walter  would  take 
some  charge  of  the  bills  to  himself  and  Ballantyne  and  Co. 
for  the  next  two  months.  He  should  ask  Coutts  and  Co, 
here,  and  Sir  WiDiam  Forbes  and  Co.  in  Edinburgh,  for 
good  round  sums.  Any  dishonour  at  Currie's  would  play 
the  very  mischief.  I  think  it  right  to  give  these  hints, 
which,  I  am  convinced,  would  produce  good  if  act-ed 
upon," 

October  26. — "  Matters  appear  to  grow  worse  in  regard 
to  money,  I  think.  The  Bank  of  England  is  said  to  he 
limiting  the  discounts  daily.  The  booksellers,  so  far  aa  I 
hear,  all  stand  firm,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hurst  told  me  on 
Sunday  that  they  never  experienced  more  regular  pay- 
ments, both  in  town  and  country,  than  at  present.  I  do  not 
hear  that  our  friends  of  this  house  have  ever  such  a  thing 
as  a  returned  bill,  which  I  assure  you  is  very  pleasing," 
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"  Ytry  Private. — I  understand  the  Tisit  of  John  Gibson 
Lockbart  to  London  was  a  literary  one,  and  that  he  is  to 
be  editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review.  This  I  have  no  doubt 
is  a  wise  measure  on  both  sides.  The  Quarterly  has  been 
considered  as  falling  for  some  time — the  Number  which 
has  just  appeared  is  a  very  dtdl  one.  J.  G.  L.  goes  to  the 
English  bar," 

Mr.  Cadeix  to  Mk.  Constable. 

"  Edinbdroh,  26lA  Ocl.  1S25. 

"...  James  Campbell  is  likely  perhaps  to  say  something 
to  you  about  a  draft  I  have  sent  to  him  on  H.,  R,  and  Co.  for 
two  bills  due  in  November.  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be 
able  to  manage  it  It  will  relieve  so  much  Brooks  and  Ca, 
80  as  to  send  it  to  Bobinson  and  Co.,  whose  bills  in  Novem- 
ber are  heavy.  I  think  before  the  20th  we  shall  have  as 
much  Brooks  and  Co.  free  as  give  them  £3000. 

"  Brooks  and  Co.  had  little  reason  for  demurring  about  bill 
for  £1000  the  other  day — if  they  really  did  so,  but  our  letter 
may  have  been  mislaid.  By  sundry  measures,  our  drafts  on 
them  are  all  covered  up  to  12th  November,  which  is  a 
great  matter,  as  the  month,  owing  to  our  aid  to  H.,  R.,  and 
Co.,  is  very  lai^.  We  have  still,  however,  about  £8000 
to  send  them.  .  .  ," 

Mr.  Constable  to  Ma  Cadell. 
October  31. — "I  was  in  Abchurch  Lane  to-day.  Mr. 
Carstairs  is  at  Ramsgate.  I  saw  Mr.  Cheape,  who  said 
the  Joint-Stock  Companies  had  done  a  great  deal  of 
mischief,  and  would  do  more.  On  my  way  I  called  at 
Dixon  and  Co.'b,  where  I  hoped,  from  the  amount  of  your 
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remittances,  to  find  matters  improved.  I  regret  to  say  I 
foTutd  them  far  from  it.  Mr.  D.  said  the  amount  of  the 
accounts  muet  be  reduced — th&t  their  ovm  oredii  was  at 
stake — the  old  drafts  not  paid  when  new  ones  were  pre- 
sented would  never  do.  He  said  he  was  just  about  send- 
ing for  me  to  have  a  conversation  on  the  subject.  These 
increases  for  H.,  R,  and  Co.  have  alone  occasioned  tliis.  I 
am  to  call  again  to-morrow,  when  I  shall  write  you  fully 
all  that  passes.  There  is  a  general  distrust  at  the  present 
moment  with  eveiybody.  I  have  fiaxd  to  leave  London  on 
Friday  morning,  and  I  hope  to  see  you  in  Princes  Street  on 
Monday.  I  might  have  remained  here  longer,  but  I  dread 
cold,  and  besides,  I  should  like  to  be  at  head-quarters." 

November  1. — "As  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  yester- 
day, I  called  again  on  Mr.  Dixon  this  morning,  and  had  a 
short  conversation  with  him.  He  showed  me  your  letter 
of  the  28th,  and  had  received  all  the  payments  therein 
referred  to,  covering  drafts,  and  a  note  to  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  up  to  the  12th;  this  is  all  well,  and  I  must 
say  meritoriously  dona  Mr.  D.  was  extremely  out  of 
humour  yesterday  about  the  amount  of  our  drafts,  and  the 
pell-mell  mode  of  new  ones  succeeding  the  old.  The 
amounts,  he  remarked,  carried  accommodation  on  the  face 
of  them,  and  might  injure  the  credit  of  their  house — 
spoke  of  Mr.  I^ngdale  as  new  in  the  business — of  the 
whole  of  our  securities  being  generally  on  one  name  now, 
and  so  forth.  I  told  him  I  had  come  to  London  entirely 
for  selling  operations,  and  one  of  my  chief  aims  was  to 
divide  a  little  of  our  business ;  that  I  had  succeeded  in 
some  measure  in  doii^  so;  tiiat  H.,  R,  and  Ca  were 
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persona  of  lai^  capital,  and  most  active  in  their  mode  of 
doing  business.  He  said  they  must  not,  however,  con- 
sider that  they  can  have  the  same  extent  of  credit  as  such 
an  old-estahlished  house  as  Longmans' — that  it  was  not 
wise  for  ourselves, — in  eboit,  that  our  drafts  must  be 
brought  back  to  the  old  standard,  or  as  much  under  it  as 
we  possibly  could  till  times  improved,  as  he  trusted  they 
would  do, — he  said  at  the  rate  of  £2000  a-  month  till  the 
account  was  at  £8000  or  so,  and  that  the  commencement 
should  be  made  now. 

"  I  stated  the  whole  to  J.  0.  R,  and  proposed  making 
them  a  further  cash  payment  this  morning,  which  J.  O.  R 
enabled  me  to  do.  In  short,  without  this  the  matter 
would  not  have  been  smooth,  and  he  might  have  refused 
the  drafts.  The  £2000  was  an  acceptance  of  Wentworth 
and  Co.,  bankers,  drawn.by  J.  Hurst,  Wakefield,  26th  Oct, 
indorsed  by  him  to  H.,  R,  and  Co.,  the  proceeds,  I  believe^ 
of  some  biUs  discounted  by  the  Wakefield  Bank.  This 
operation  seemed  entirely  to  satisfy  Mr.  Dixon.  I  said 
then,  a  draft  p.  £1800,  which  he  showed  me  was  due  on 
the  loth,  would  be  considered  as  provided  for,  and  not  to 
be  redrawn ;  or,  as  I  stated  to  him,  perhaps  it  might  be 
more  convenient  to  reduce  the  drafts  portionally  than 
obliterate  such  a  lai^e  one  at  once.  He  said,  'You  engage 
to  reduce  £2000  monthly,  and  I  am  satisfied ; '  and  thus 
we  parted  veiy  good  friends.  You  have  the  receipt  en- 
closed. He  said  our  cash  balance  was  large  enough  at 
present,  and  be  would  discount  and  apply  the  £2000  only 
when  it  was  leqnired. 

"The  state  of  this  matter  is  plainly  this — Money  is 
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very  difficult  to  be  procured,  and,  as  Mr,  Dixon  obsei-ved, 
thfly  were  hard  pressed  by  everybody.  Now,  my  dear 
air,  I  have  done  my  beat  I  have  given  you  a  very  full 
detail,  and  shall  talk  it  over  at  meetuig ;  but  the  accounts 
must  be  reduced  as  Mr.  D.  stipulated,  or  he  vill  not  be 
pleased,  and  may  refuse  our  drafts  some  day.  He  ex- 
plained as  to  the  £1000  :  it  was  merely  from  the  want  of 
a  letter  of  advice. 

"  HuTst,  Bobinson,  and  Co.  must  get  as  few  drafts  on 
Dixon  as  possible,  and  when  they  do  get  them  they 
should  be  in  smaller  8um&  I  have  cautioned  J.  0.  R 
about  not  indorsing  them,  which  he  is  to  be  very  careful 
not  to  do  for  the  future.  As  to  replacing  the  £2000,  you 
can  judge.  H.,  B.,  and  Co.  have  got  a  great  lift  out  of 
the  ordinary  channel,'  but  they  have  much  still  to  do 
before  January,  Large  sums  are.awkward  things  to  meet 
in  bad  times  like  the  present  Mr.  Dixon  said  times 
would  mend  ;  the  exchange  was  now  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land, and  gold  plenty.  This  also  was  Mr.  Cheape's  remark 
yesterday," 

The  efforts  of  Mr.  Cadell  to  keep  matters  stra^ht  were 
unremitting  and  judicious.  He  writes  on  November  5th 
to  my  father,  who  had  left  London  as  he  intended,  on  the 
3d  instant,  and  returned  to  Folton  House : — 

"  The  banks  are  quiet — the  private  bankers  as  poor  as 
rate.  I  have  by  every  exertion  tried  to  get  as  much  in 
London  as  I  could,  to  meet  November,  so  as  to  save 
double  transactions — such  as  buying  here,  etc.,  then  dis- 
counting to  pay.     All  my  London  plans  have  succeeded. 

"  What  I  have  now  to  state  will  surprise  you.    Sir 
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Walter  has  been  stopped  in  the  second  volume  of  Boney 
by  the  want  of  some  important  facts,  and  has  b^an  a 
novel — '  Woodatook :  a  Tale  of  the  Long  Parliament,' 
which  is  to  be  ready  in  February.  Notwithstanding  this, 
Boney  is  to  go  on,  and  six  sheets  of  voL  i  are  in  type. 
He  says  to  James  Ballantyne,  '  It  will  not  stop  long,  and 
with  the  Court  hours  I  ahall  do  both  easily,  and  add 
£3000  per  annum  to  my  income.'  Tommy  Moore  was 
here  to-day  with  Mr.  Jeflrey.    He  is  at  Craigcrook." 

Fatigue  and  anxiety  had  so  affected  my  father,  that, 
after  his  return  from  London,  he  was  for  some  time  con- 
fined to  bed,  and,  as  bis  residence  was  six  miles  distant 
from  Edinbuigh,  intercourse  with  hie  partner,  at  a  time 
when  it  ought  to  have  been  constant,  was  sadly  inter- 
rupted. Mr.  Cadell  was  much  startled  and  discomposed 
one  day  by  a  caR  from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who  told  him 
thai  he  had  received  alarming  information  from  London 
of  the  precarious  condition  of  Messrs.  Hurst,  Bobinson, 
and  Co.,  and  indeed  that  my  father  had  left  London 
hurriedly  in  consequence  of  his  banker  havii^  "  throvm 
up  his  book."  Of  Sir  Walter's  midnight  visit  to  Polton, 
recorded  by  Mr.  Lockhart,^  strange  to  say  I  find  no  notice 
whatever,  and  on  the  18th  November,  the  date  of  bis  call 
on  Mr.  Cadell,  Sir  Walter  was  resident  in  Edinburgh.  The 
following  extract  &om  a  letter,  probably  written  after  a 
personal  interview  with  my  father,  shows  that  Mr.  Cadell 
had  at  once  and  correctly  guessed  the  source  of  the  alarm- 
ing nunotir,  and  that  he  was  fully  alive  to  the  necessity 
for  checking  it,  were  that  still  possible : — 

'  8e«  Lile,  toL  tL  p.  IM.     Mr.  LocUurt  giTea  no  dat«k 
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"  Fbiday,  18(A  November  1820. 
"  My  dear  Sih,— I  got  so  ill,  I  may  say,  before  getting 
to  the  end  of  my  letter  to  Eobinsoii,  that  I  could  not 
write  over  again  to  you  what  I  have  said  to  him,  and  yon 
may  suppose  that  I  have  felt  nueasy  all  day.  I  am  going 
to  see  Sir  Walter  again  before  I  go  to  dinner.  I  will  not 
press  him  for  his  informant,  but  I  wish  to  know  if  tke 
informaiii  can  do  any  harm  to  us  here.  I  shall,  if  prac- 
ticable, see  yon  on  Sunday,  and  before  I  close  this  may 
have  something  to  say  in  addition.  I  explained  most 
distinctly  the  Hop  transaction." 

"  OtOB«B  Strket,  Friday  evening. 

"  I  resolved  to  see  Sir  Walter  again,  but  before  doing 
so  went  to  Ballantyne  and  told  him  all  that  had  happened, 
and  asked  him  if  I  should  go  again  to  Sir  Walter.  He 
approved  most  highly,  and  I  have  just  been  with  him.  I 
apol(^zed  for  again  troubling  him,  but  I  was  so  confident 
that  I  knew  who  told  him,  that  I  said,  '  I  do  not  think. 
Sir  Walter,  that  you  will  think  the  worse  of  me  for  ask- 
ing, not  your  authority,  but  if  your  authority  will  propa- 
gate the  rumour.'  He  at  once  owned  tkat  it  was  by  letter, 
that  the  prominent  point  insisted  on  was  the  banker,  and 
that  as  to  that  and  everything  else  he  had,  also  by  letter, 
g^ven  the  moat  faithful  account  of  whai  lie  had  seen  in 
Mr.  Diion's  letter,  and  what  he  knew  by  our  paying  him 
£2100,  which  we  had  only  to  ask  time  on  to  get  at  once, 
but  which  we  had  not  whispered  at.    Now,  I  fancy  John 

QibsoD  L is  the  informant^  and  no  other  person.    Sir 

Walter  said  that  the  information  was  given  kindly  to  him, 
and  with  all  kindness  to  us.    He  might  easily  have  said 
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Bomethiiig  to  Sir  Walter  without  insisting  on  every  point 
as  stated  being  true. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
"  R  Cadhll" 

To  this  letter  my  father  replied  as  follows  ; — 

"  PotTOit,  IWA  Ifotanbtr  1825. 

"  Mt  deab  Six, — ^The  affairs  of  this  life  are  composed 
of  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil,  as  yoor  enclosures  of  this 
morning  decidedly  show.  You  have  done  what  was  quite 
right  in  r^ard  to  explanations  and  your  letter  to  Bobin- 
son.  There  is  just  one  point  which  I  am  anxious  abont, 
and  you  will  oblige  me  much  by  doing  what  I  am  now . 
about  to  request, — that  you  offer  Sir  Walter  Scott,  if  he 
will  read  them,  all  my  letters  to  you  from  the  day  I 
arrived  in  London  till  the  time  I  left  it,  and  they  will 
show  whether  any  of  my  proceedings  were  abrupt ;  at  all 
events,  I  think  Sir  Walter  will  not  refuse  to  look  at  one 
letter  in  particular,  fixing  the  exact  day  when  I  proposed 
setting  out ;  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  I  very  nearly 
kept  to  my  time ;  add  it  is  at  all  events  known  to  yoa 
that  I  did  not  leave  London  without  accomplishing  the 
business  which  carried  me  there, — arrangements  as  to  the 
Miscellany. 

"  My  calls  on  Mr.  Dixon  were  not  connected  with 
money  negotiations,  having  left  all  these  in  your  hands, 
and  about  their  safety  I  never  had  a  moment" 3  dread,  but 
to  inquire  for  him  as  an  old  and  steady  friend,  and  to 
show  the  establishment  the  respect  due  to  it,  that  m; 
health  was  restored,  etc.  My  communications  to  you  of 
what  passed  are,  I  believe,  pretty  fulL    Our  account  was 
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larger  than  usual,  and  it  was  mutually  agreed  on  both 
.sides  should  be  reduced  within  the  next  four  months  as 
near  the  common  standard  as  we  found  convenient,  which 
I  knew  to  be  your  wish  as  well  as  my  own ;  but  there 
was  no  proposition  of  shutting  accounts.  I  hope  we 
parted  on  veiy  different  terms ;  indeed,  1  never  left  Lon- 
don at  any  time  more  satisfied  of  the  certainty  of  our 
banker's  account  standing  on  the  firmest  foundation, — 
titeir  holding  no  securities  but  of  the  very  best  description. 
"  As  to  H.,  R,  and  Co.  there  was  doubtless  a  good  deal 
of  conversation.  I  did  not  feel  myself  called  upon  to  ex- 
plain all  I  knew  of  their  affairs,  but  I  said  this,  and  will 
repeat  it,  that  my  confidence  in  the  house  was  unshaken, 
as  you  know  it  to  be.  It  diatresseB  me  greatly,  however, 
that  such  reports  should  get  abroad.  I  will  not  hazard  a 
conjecture  in  writing,  but  I  think  I  can  point  out  to  you 
the  source  from  whence  all  this  fiows.  God  forgive  the 
inventors  of  evil,  who  grow  rather  more  numerous  than 
one  could  wish !  I  entreat  of  you  to  explain  to  Sir  Walter 
that  my  leaving  London  in  any  abrupt  way  is  utterly  false. 
It  was  known  to  most  of  my  friends  that  I  was  to  leave 
London  about  the  3d  of  November,  for  tiiUy  a  week  pre- 
vious to  that  date;  some  of  them  perhaps  were  disap- 
pointed that  I  did  not  remain  to  give  them  more  meat 
and  drink.  They  might  consider  my  departure  abrupt, 
but  no  one  with  whom  I  had  any  business  to  transact 
will  make  any  such  allegation.  I  send  purposely  to  town 
with  this ;  I  dictate  this  in  bed.  Had  I  been  able  to  sit 
up  I  should  not  have  used  the  pen  of  another  on  an 
occasion  like  the  present,  but  I  cannot  avoid  it 
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"  I  hope  you  will  let  me  see  70a  here  to-morrow,  if 
but  for  balf-an-honr,  when  I  shall  be  piepaiod  as  to  The 
Cook's  Oracle  and  other  matters. 

"  I  find  I  shall  require  James  Shair's  aseUtance  here  on 
Monday,  if  he  can  come  out  in  the  morning,  that  I  may 
have  B  loi^  day  of  his  pen.  We  must  apply  to  Mr.  Huie, 
and  have  the  additions  made  to  Arrowami^L — I  am,  my 
dear  Sir,  truly  yours,  Abchd.  Constable. 

"  The  people  in  the  shop  are  very  irregular  in  sending 
me  out  the  newspapers.  I  have  only  got  two  Morning 
Chroniclea  this  week.  I  want  the  CourarU  of  Monday 
kst" 
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Corr«>poiideDCe  ot  my  fathar  uid  Mr.  CadeW  ment  meaanns  for  SBcaritjr— 
Sir  WikltcT  Scott'i  usigtanoe  proposed—ExtracU  from  "  Life,"  and  from 
Sir  Wslter'g  private  Joamal,  not  quoted  bf  Ur.  LockhaTt — CammsTcial 
Bloom  increulng—DiahoiMnied  Bills  letumed— Plan  ot  Mr.  Cadell  for 
niung  money. 

Thb  bleaks  in  the  continuity  of  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Cadell  and  my  father  at  this  exciting  period  could 
only  be  filled  by  their  conversation  at  meeting,,  of  which 
unfortunately  I  possess  no  record ;  but  their  letters  mani- 
fest complete  agreement  as  to  the  steps  necessary  or 
desirable  to  be  taken.  On  the  22d  November  the  follow- 
ing letters  passed  between  them : — 

Mk.  Conbtable  to  Mb.  Cadell 

"  PoLioiT,  22d  JTot.  182B. 

"  My  deah  Sib, — I  have  this  instant  your  letter,  with 
Eobinson's,  which  is  what  I  have  been  looking  for  for 
some  days.  I  have  just  tried  whether  I  could,  with  ant 
SAFETT,  attempt  walking  or  moving  about  so  as  to  go  to 
town  and  consult  with  yon,  but  I  find  I  must  not  attempt 
it.  To-morrow  I  hope  I  shall  be  stronger,  and  see  you, 
which  you  cannot  doubt  I  have  deep  anxiety  to  do. 

"  For  this  day  deliberate,  and  let  us  be  prepared  to  see 
Sir  Walter  Scott  to-morrow.  Perhaps  you  had  as  well 
enclose  or  give  him  Bobinson's  letter,  and  just  plump  the 
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question  as  to  £10,000  through  his  influence,  provided  it 
can  he  without  explanations  to  banks,  which  Tould  ruin 
alL  It  mnat  be  in  the  way  of  two  bonds,  say  £5000  each. 
Sir  Walter  getting  Eobinson's  acceptances  for  the  whole, 
their  security  and  ours  also  to  the  bonds.  Might  not  Mr. 
Eermack  manage  one  of  them,  and  Mr.  Gibson-Craig  the 
other  ?  but  I  would  not  make  a  movement  of  any  kind 
with  regard  to  the  last  just  yet,  nor  till  we  see  what  can 
be  done  in  another  quarter,  as  the  affair  must  be  kept 
a  eecret  from  the  banks.  Perhaps  Provost  Henderson 
might  lend  a  lift  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  ourselves,  and  Hcrst^ 
Kobinson,  and  Co.,  on  an  explanation — only  that  all  that 
goes  on  there  at  first  will  be  talked  about  We  can  make 
very  different  explanations  to  Sir  Walter  than  to  any  one 
else,  his  interest  and  knowledge  being  very  different 
The  acceptances  indorsed  by  T,  H.  would  have  great 
weight,  and  will  be  got,  I  doubt  not 

"  On  the  whole,  if  it  be  possible,  I  would  like  to  see  you 
here  in  the  evening,  if  but  for  an  hoob,  to  concert  mea- 
sures for  to-morrow.  Do  try  this,  I  have  no  doubt  Sir 
Walter  could  get  £5000  at  the  N'^v  Bavk, — half  now  and 
half  next  month,  as  if  a  natural  transaction. 

"  As  to  H.,  R,  and  Co.  I  have  no  actual  dbead,  unless 
half  the  trade  stop.  They  have  heavy  payments  to  ns  in 
December,  from  1st  to  16th,  about  £5000,  and  we  have 
£2000  on  the  7th  as  per  list  Robinson  gave  me. 

"  I  have  been  ruminating  and  casting  in  my  mind  as  to 
Dixon  and  the  reports,  and  I  think  I  could  now  repeat 
every  syllable  that  passed  between  us.  There  was  one 
thing  he  observed  in  the  first  conversation.     When  ie^- 
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ing  of  all  OHE  NAME,  he  said  he  might  give  a  collateral 
Becurity,  such  as  the  iosmances  they  paid  annually.  We 
then  went  into  the  reduction  of  the  account,  and  next  day, 
when  the  redaction,  etc.,  was  fixed,  I  asked  if  all  would 
now  be  aa  he  wished.  He  said  yes ;  he  wanted  a  reduc- 
tion for  the  sake  of  comfort  Kow,  in  order  to  keep 
bur  account  t^ere  QUTTB  STRONG — and  it  is  of  first-rate 
importance  it  be  so — I  would  send  him  the  Sock  policy 
on  my  life.  Indeed,  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  he 
may  not  be  expecting  it  Yon  know  Mr.  Dixon's  quiet 
way  of  speaking ;  and  if  you  agree  with  me  I  would  send 
it  immediately,  and  then  ask  him  for  the  deposit  biUs  as 
the  drafts  are  diminished,  leaving  to  him  to  send  back  or 
retain  what  he  liked  best  Now,  my  dear  friend,  this 
piece  of  finance  is  necessary  on  a  full  interpretation  of 
Mr.  Dixon's  words  and  manner.  It  may  be  expected, 
and  we  must  run  no  hazards  of  losing  ground  in  that 
quarter.  I  don't  think  I  mentioned  this  in  my  letters,  but 
now  that  the  storm  increases  I  shall  be  quite  unhappy 
till  it  is  done. 

"  With  r^ard  to  anything  in  my  power  personally,  I 
shfill  of  course  exert  every  nerve.  I  have  cash  to  borrow 
to  pay  the  new  buildings,  and  the  property  stands  so  that 
it  would  not  bear  £100  more.  I  am  vety  anxious  to 
ascertain  how  the  hanks  here  continue  affected.  Write 
me  two  lines,  and  say  whether  you  are  to  speak  to  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  and  if  I  am  to  see  yon  this  evening.  I 
wrote  a  few  lines  to  Robinson  yesterday,  and  shall  write 
again  to-day,  merely  in  terms  of  comfort  and  kindness. 

TOL.  m.  2  b 


.dbvGooyk" 


386  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

I  Bud  yesterday  that  out  ttnited  efforta,  influence,  and 
skill  would  lie  itBed  for  Iiim. 

"  If  Eobineon  keep  Glyn  and  Co.  right,  and  if  all  ccm- 
tiuues  well  with  ns  and  Dixon,  there  is  not  so  macli  to 
diead ;  hut  either  going  wrong  would  be  the  first  approach 
of  ruin.  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  not  say  a  word  to 
Mr.  Gibson- Craig  till  after  it  ia  aaeertained  what  Sir 
Walter  can  do.  I  could  give  yon  many  reasons  for  this, 
but  all  I  daresay  will  strike  yoareelf  I  am  q^nite  aware 
of  yonr  present  difficult  task,  and  do  meet  deeply  lament 
that  Fate  has  arranged  so  as  to  prevent  my  being  at  yonr 
elbow  at  this  moment,  as  I  trust  I  shall  be  to-morrow  at 
this  tini& — Yours  sincerely,  Akohd.  Constable. 

"  Saff'-patl  l«n. 

"  What  you  have  said  to  Bobinson  was  all  quite  proper, 
and  what  you  propose  doing  for  him  is,  I  am  sure,  all 
that  you  can  with  any  propriety  do." 

Mb.  Cadell  to  Ms.  Constable. 
"Private. 

"  134  Oboroi  Stbbvt,  Tvada^  morn^, 
2id  Nov.,  Ea^-patt  Five  o^dtxk. 
"  Mt  deak  Sie, — I  wrote  to  you  last  nig^t  with 
Robinson's  letter.  I  have  had  no  rest  all  night,  my 
fears  are  so  great ;  and  I  assure  you  I  see  no  other  way 
than  our  making  a  most  gigantic  exertion  to  relieve 
J.  0.  E.,  and  make  ourselves  snug.  I  am  quite  clear  that 
we  must  make  an  immediate  conminnication  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott ;  perhaps  be  can  aid  ns ;  and  after  what  has  passed 
betwixt  him  and  me,  J.  0.  R's  letter  ia  nothing  extraor- 
dinaiy,  for  the  very  reports  Sir  Walter  heard,  Sobinson 
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alludee  to,  and  I  told  Sir  Walter  that  these  very  reports 
might  bring  about  the  embarrasameats  dreaded. 

"  I  woold  surest,  in  addition,  that  Mr.  Ciibson-Craig  be 
consnlted,  for  as  our  existence  rests  on  Robinson,  it  is  onr 
bonnden  doty  to  ourselves,  to  oxat  families,  and  to  oar 
characters,  to  make  every  exertion  to  aid  him,  and  keep 
oar  own  loatters  right.  I  would  sacrifice  nothing,  but  I 
would  consider  what  securities  we  could  put  into  Mr. 
Gibson's  huids,  so  as  to  induce  him  to  givp  his  powerful 
aid  for  £10,000  or  thereby — not  a  groat  less  will  do. 
We  have  sent  J.  O.  R,  and  are  to  send  him,  all  onr 
tangible  funds ;  I  would  tiy  by  something  extra  to  re- 
place them,  and  send  Bobinson  £6000  further — ^no  two- 
penny-halfpenny matter  will  now  da 

"  I  have  again  written  to  J.  0.  R,  and  sn^^ested  his 
sending  as  some  indorsed  trade  bills,  or  four  promissoiy- 
notes  for  £2900  each,  and,  if  practicable,  with  Mr.  Thos. 
Hurst's  indorsation. 

"  If  you  cannot  come  in  to-day,  send  me  Bobinson'a 
letter,  and  your  remarlu  and  suggestiona  I  may  men- 
tion to  you  that  we  have  no  money.  We  have,  I  regret 
to  say,  been  borrowing  at  all  hands.  We  must,  as  I  said 
to  you  on  Sunday,  set  to  work  to-day,  and  get  cash  where 
we  can.     I  am  full  of  doubts  and  fears  on  this  score. 

"  I  am  clear  that  we  should,  in  candour  to  Sir  W. 
Scott,  let  him  know  how  Bobinson  stands.  If  we  don't,  he 
might  say,  '  Why  did  you  not  tell  me  ?  I  could  have 
given  you  some  aid.'  It  is  a  curious  circumstance  that  I 
wrote  to  Jas.  B.  yesterday  afternoon,  with  a  note  how  I 
thought  he  should  manage  December  payments^  and  stated 
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3.  0.  R'b  name  for  £2000  in  three  bills,  so  that  mj  feel- 
ings about  No.  6  Pall  Mall  were  pure  before  the  letter 
received  last  night  came  to  hand." 

Mb.  Cadell  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  EmNBOBaB,  S2d  NooeniUT  1825. 

"  My  deab  Sib, — Sir  Walter  and  Ballantyne  were  here 
an  hour  to-day,  thinking  yourself  or  a  message  might  pop 
in,  but  tiU  just  now  (two  o'clock)  there  were  no  tidings. 
Sir  Walter  is  bearing  the  matter  like  a  bold,  good  man, 
but,  of  course,  is  diffident  of  saying  that  he  can  do  any- 
thing till  be  sees  what  Jas.  Ballantyne  and  Co.  do  in  their 
cash  matters.  I  r^iet  your  letter  is  not  such  as  I  can 
show  him.  I  wish  it  had  been.  I  asked  Ballantyne  at 
once  if  he  thought  £CO00  could  be  managed ;  he  could, 
he  said,  say  nothing  till  he  saw  how  his  discount  was. 
You  are  too  anxious  as  to  explaining  about  Dixon  and  Co., 
I  mean  to  Sir  Walter ;  that  is  now  at  an  end,  and  the 
more  you  say  now  on  that  point,  the  more  awkward  I  must 
of  necessity  appear.  Sir  Walter  once  or  twice  said.  Are  we 
safe  in  assisting  this  house  ?  I  did  ereiything  I  could  to 
impress  their  importance  upon  ua. 

"  I  assure  you  nothing  would  prevent  my  coming  ont 
to  see  you,  but  my  exhaustion.  I  was  up  almost  all 
last  night  I  have  Dixon  and  Co.  and  J.  O.  K.  to  write 
this  afternoon,  and  notwithstanding  the  unremitting  and 
excellent  exertions  of  Mr.  Auchie,  I  have  great  difficulty 
to  keep  my  head  cool  for  comers,  and  to  trim  the  shijn 
We  are  at  the  Commercial  to-day.  and  will  get  our  answer 
to-monow.     We  have  bad  a  refusal  at  Bamsay's  to-day. 
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owing  to  our  account  being  Bo  high.  We  go  to  the  Royal 
to-morrow,  answer  on  Thursday.  I  am  tbinkiDg  of  the 
^National  Sank  to-morrow  also,  and  Sir  William  Forbes 
and  Co.  on  Thursday.  I  could  not  personally  get  on  just 
now  but  by  leaving  my  letters  for  my  own  house  in  the 
evening,  where,  after  getting  the  post,  I  can  sit  down 
without  interruption,  and  write  to  London.  This  will 
show  you  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  out  to  you  just  now. 
I  think  Sir  Walter,  on  your  representAtion,  will  do  what 
you  propose ;  and  I  think  £5000  could  be  soon  got  on 
bond.  He  waa  abusing  me  for  paying  the  £2100,  and 
not  foreseeing  this.  Seeing  you  in  good  plnck  will  make 
him  do  anything.  He  is  to  have  Woodstock  ready  in 
January.  He  was  moat  anxious  to  know  how  you  felt 
I  shall  write  him  two  lines  to  say  that  you  are  not 
knocked  down.  No  exertion,  no  influence,  no  though^ 
shall  be  wanting,  I  assure  you,  on  my  part.  Tou  are  right 
to  do  all  without  the  banks,  if  possible.  If  they  keep 
open  for  bills,  it  will  do  well ;  iut  vx  must  have  a  bed  of 
justice  forthwith,  and  strong  and  nervous  measures  adopted 
— thia  is  no  peddling  matter. 

"  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Gibson  about  the  Eock  policy, 
I  shall  say  if  I  succeed  in  getting  it ;  if  so,  it  shall  go  to 
Dixon  and  Co.  this  night — I  am,  ever  yours  truly, 

"  K.  Cadeix. 

"After  writing  this,  I  have  again  read  your  letter  with 
the  utmost  attention ;  there  ia  nothing  in  it  that  is  not 
quite  right,  and  I  moat  cordially  concur  in  every  word  of 
what  you  propose ;  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  about  the 
National  Bank.    Bobert  Cameron  had  a  bill  of  yours  at 


.dbvGooyk" 


390  SIE  WALTER  SCOTT. 

B.  L.  Co.  to-day.  They  sent  ^im  word  tiiat  as  it  was 
b^ond  six  months  it  would  be  4^  per  cent ;  on  this  our 
worthy  friend  sent  for  it,  and  told  them  he  vould  retun 
it  in  eight  daya.  This  ahova  that  all  is  Bound  there  at 
any  rate. 

"  I  hare  joat  got  the  policy  from  Mr.  Gibson — it  goes 
to-night  K.  C." 

On  the  same  day  we  find  in  Mr.  Lockharf  s  "  Life  "  a 
quotation  from  the  diary  Six  Walter  had  begun  to  keep 
two  days  before,  which  I  shall  here  tnuiscribe : — 

"  Here  ia  k  matter  for  a  Ma^  monung,  bnt  Kauch  fitter  for  a 
November  one.  The  general  dutreu  in  the  city  haa  affected  Hnrat 
and  Bobinaon,  Conatable'a  great  agents  Shonld  they  70,  it  ia 
not  likely  that  Conatable  can  stand,  and  anch  an.  event  would  lead 
to  great  diitrem  and  perplexity  on  the  part  of  Jamea  Ballantyae 
and  myaelf.  Thank  God,  I  hare  enough  to  pay  more  than  20*.  in  tbe 
pound,  taking  matten  at  the  very  wont.  Bat  mnoh  incoiiveaienea 
must  be  the  oonBeqaenoe.  T  had  a  leaion  in  1S14  which  ahould  hare 
done  good,  bat  aucceaa  and  abundance  eraadd  it  from  my  mind.  Bat 
thi*  it  no  time  for  Jonmaliiing,  or  monlising  either.  Neceasity  it  li&e 
»  lonr-faaed  oook-maid,  and  I  a  tnni-ipit  she  has  fl<:^ed,  ere  now, 
till  he  monnted  bia  wheel.  If  Woodatock  o«n  be  out  by  25th  Jannuy 
it  will  do  mnch,  and  it  is  poaiible.  Conld  not  write  to  pnrpoM  lor 
thick-aomiug  fkuotea. 

"  My  ipiuning-wheel  ia  aold  and  itid^ 

The  rock  o't  winna  stand,  air ; 
To  keep  the  temper  pin  in  tif^ 

Employa  aft  my  hand,  dr." 

On  the  following  day.  Sir  Walter  wrote  as  follows  in 
his  private  journal :— "  Constable  has  been  here,  as  lame 
as  a  duck  upon  bis  1^,  but  his  heart  and  courage  as  firm 
as  a  cock.     He  has  convinced  me  we  will  do  well  to  sup- 
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port  the  Loudon  housa  He  has  sent  them  about  £S000, 
and  proposes  ve  shonld  borrow,  on  onr  joint  aecnrity, 
£6000  for  their  accommodation;  James  Ballantyne  and 
Bobert  Gsdell  present.  I  must  be  guided  hj  them,  and 
hope  for  the  h^st.  Certainly  to  part  company  wovild  be 
to  incur  an  awful  risk."  This  passage  Mr.  Lockhart  has 
Delected  to  quote. 

Mb.  Cabell  to  Mb.  Constable. 

'■  Tkvr»d^,  2ith  Non. 

"  Mt  drab  Sie, — I  have  no  word  from  you  yet,  but  I 
expect  some  soon.  I  have,  however,  good  news  from  the 
Boyal  Bank,  who  gave  us  ail  ve  asked — £4000,  and  I 
expect  Kermack's  whole  £6000  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
You  will  see  by  the  Oimrant  the  rumours  of  failures  in 
London.  I  thank  God  we  are  now  better  prepared  for  a 
storm;  last  Piiday  we  had  not  a  groat  otour  own,  we 
had  £2200  boiTOwe^  My  spirits  are  now  better,  and 
with  the  additions  we  shall  to-morrow  or  next  day  send 
to  J.  0.  R,  I  hope  the  best  My  tactic  is  this — to  send 
Bobinson  all  we  can,  and  to  get  onr  accoimts  here  filled  ; 
our  support  will  keep  J.  0.  B.  up  in  money  and  spirite,  and 
should  the  London  reports  get  ding-dong  here,  which  I 
think  is  likely,  as  they  are  in  print,  we  have  not  out  dis- 
counts to  ask,  but  they  are  in  onr  hands,  and  cash  to 
stem  the  stonn.  No  manoeuvre,  no  generalship  shall  be 
wanting,  but  I  think  we  will  be  fortunate  not  to  be  talked 
of  y^  as  connected  with  H.,  R,  and  Oa ;  it  has  not  taken 
place,  but  I  care  little  for  that^  it  may  come.  *  Trim,  t^im 
tiie  ship,  and  sit  quiet^'  as  the  song  says,  is  my  motto ;  but 
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I  am  BtiU  somehow  of  opinion  that  Mr.  HuisVs  letter  bodes 
more  demands  than  £5000,  or  £10,000  either, — ^bnfc  it 
will  pTohably  be  well  on  in  December  when  the  addition 
is  necessary.  Just  as  I  am  writing*  this,  Sir  Walter  haa 
come  in.  I  regret  I  had  not  got  Mr.  Enrst's  letter ;  if 
it  comas,  I  shall  call  and  show  it  to  him.  I  have  done  all 
I  conld  to  ease  his  mind,  bat  the  shock  has  still  to  be 
stood  here,  therefore  I  do  not  allow  myself  any  lack  of 
vigilance.     Much  more  of  this  will  hurt  one." 

On  the  24th  my  father  writes  to  Mr.  Cadell : — "  I  have 
great  hopes  that  matters  will  soon  get  right  in  the  south. 
Tour  letters  of  last  night  would  help."  Sir  Walter,  in  his 
journal  of  the  25th,  has  entered : — "  I  found  a  letter  from 
Cadell,  giving  a  cheering  account  of  things  in  London. 
Their  correspondent  is  getting  into  his  strength.  Three 
days  ago  I  would  have  been  contented  to  buy  this  ^onwla, 
as  Jady  says,  dearer  than  by  a  dozen  falls  in  the  mnd.* 
In  his  quotation  from  the  private  ^umal,  Mr.  LocMuut 
has  omitted  the  c(Miclusion  of  this  sentence ;  it  runs  thos, — 

"  For  hrtd  the  great  Constable  fallen, 

'  0  wh&t  A  f^  were  there,  mj  eoimtrTtneii ! ' " 

Another,  and  an  important  passage  in  Sir  Walter's  diary, 
which  Mr.  Loc^hart  has  omitted  to  quote,  occurs  in  the 
entry  for  December  18th,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

"I  h&ve  about  £10^000  «t  Constable'!,  for  wMch  I  un  boimd  to  give 
litenu;  value.  Bat  if  I  ftin  obliged  to  pfty  other  debta  for  him,  I  will 
take  leave  to  retain  thi*  anm  at  hi*  cradit.  We  shall  have  made  Boms 
tutu  qaeationa  of  Itteraiy  property  amongit  ua.  Oace  more,  patieoce, 
conaiii,  and  ibiiffle  the  cwdjk"  ^ 

From  this  last  passi^  it  would  appear  that  the  prospects 
>  See  b/ixi,  p.  441. 
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in  the  aonth  were  becoming  more  gloomy,  and  the  follow- 
ing sentences  in  letters  &om  my  father  and  his  partnei 
confirm  that  view : — 

"^DOfsumaw,  Monday  morning,  2Slh2fov.  I82S. 

"  .  .  I  do  not  enclose  J.  0.  E.'a  letter  to-day,  as  he  has 
written  to  yourself.  He  is  quite  charmed  with  my  plan  of 
announcing  Woodstock ;  he  aaya  it  is  better  than  money, 
and  will  do  them  more  good.  It  was  an  admirable 
thoogbt 

"  I  am  not  at  all  comfortable  about  money  matters 
generally.  All  the  bankers  here  are  dull,  and  preparing 
for  a  storm ;  they  are  refusing  right  and  left  any  more 
adTancee  on  houses,  and  some  smashing  in  that  line  is 
expected.  I  know  at  the  Bank  of  Scotland  opinions 
are  not  farourable  to  a  comfortable  winter.  The  same 
at  the  a  L.  Go. 

"  I  am  therefore  donbly  anxioas  to  see  the  Miscellany 
in  going  progress ;  thjs  same  with  Woodstock.  .  .  ." 

My  father  writes  on  11th  December: — "I  hare  yonis 
of  last  night,  along  with  the  Globe.  Matters  do  indeed 
look  very  far  from  well  in  the  south,  but  I  hope  they  will 
not  continue  so  long.  I  shall  be  with  you  early  to-morrow. 
My  anxieties,  I  assure  yon,  are  quite  equal  to  your  own. 
.  .  .  The  bargain  as  to  the  Miscellany  is  tender  ground 
at  present,  but  I  hope  it  will  do." 

Mb.  Cadell  to  Mb.  Constaslk 

"  Tvttda.]/  eemiag,  ISiJi  Daxmher. 

"1  missed  you  to-day  by  a  few  seconds.  You  were 
driving  ronnd  the  comer  of  the  Bridge  when  I  emerged 
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from  Ballantyne'a.  I  have  there  done  what  I  considered 
a  duty.  I  found  3sa.  B.'3  -matters  covered  to  Satuxdsy 
only,  and  at  once  got  him  to  agree  to  repieaent  Etlong  with 
me  the  inataiU  necemty  of  Sir  W.  borrowing  £10,000 
on  Abbotsfoid.  I  wrote  a  letter  on  the  spot,  which  James 
B.  enclosed.  Qeo.  Hogarth  came  in  at  this  moment,  and 
said  that  he  could  get  him  the  money  in  twenty-four 
hours.  The  letter  was  despatched  forthwith.  I  do  not 
know  how  he  may  recflivfl  it,  but  I  know  this,  if  we  dk> 
not  all  of  us  exert,  our  occupation  will  soon  end.  I  am 
not  too  gloomy ;  a  gloomy  man  exerts,  a  sanguine  one 
thinks  things  will  mend  and  site  with  his  hands  across ; 
that  will'not  do  just  now.  I  have  at  all  events  done  my 
du^  to  Sir  W. ;  he  cannot  blame  me  after  this ;  and  in 
case  any  circumstanoe  should  aride  whereby  you  may  see 
him  to-morrow  before  me,  it  is  as  well  that  you  know 
what  I  have  done. 

"  And  now  let  me  entreat  of  you  to  exert  yourself ;  it  is 
just  now  for  all ;  I  see  it  as  clear  as  the  sun  ;  and  if  you 
have  any  means  that  you  can  make  available,  now  is  the 
time.  I  have  done  and  am  doing  all  that  is  practicable. 
I  have  from  private  friends  £2500.  The  nerve  that  is 
now  necessary  is  just  once  for  all ;  if  not  done,  honour, 
character,  etc.,  are  away.  If  Sir  W.  does  not  see  thi^ 
I  cannot  help  it.  I  have  sounded  the  alarm ;  if  tJioM  in- 
terested more  than  I  am  will  not  echo,  I  ahall  have  the 
consolation  of  t.hinTfmg  that  in  all  points  I  have  done 
my  duty,  and  died  game.  Things  are  to  me  so  gloomy 
that  my  countenance  has  obliged  me  to  tell  Mrs.  C.  (^  the 
dangers  that  threaten  us." 
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"  My  dkab  Sra, — ^Neither  of  the  ■within  are  good  When 
our  &iend  canuot  raise  £387,  tlie  amount  of  Mr.  William's 
bill,  it  is  not  the  thing.  Jas.  £.  has  just  been  with  me. 
I  showed  him  Bobinson's  letter. 

"  I  do  say  to  you  moat  frankly,  that  I  do  not  think  your 
being  in  town  to-morrow  will  do  any  good.  I  do  not  see 
much  good  to  come  from  London.  .  .  . 

"  Sundai/  eeauag. 

"  It  is  very  fortunate  that  this,  from  an  accident,  was 
not  sent  last  night,  those  to-night  are  bo  very  different ; 
and  really  Bobinson,  to  Bay  but  little,  uses  us  very  ill  I 
shall  tell  you  in  the  morning  what  were  the  proceedings 
of  the  day.  In  consequence  of  Bobinson's  abominable 
letter  of  last  night,  coupled  with  Hood's,  I  have  been  in 
such  a  state  I  cannot  tell  you." 

On  December  24  Sir  Walter's  private  diaiy  has  the 
following  p 


"  ConaUUe  hu  a  new  acheme  of  pnUuQung  the  works  of  the  Author 
of  Waverlay  in  a  ioperior  atjile,  at  £1,  li.  volume.  Ee  Mf*  lie  will 
uiiwer  for  making  £20,000  of  thia,  and  liberally  offered  me  anj  share 
of  the  profits.  I  have  no  great  claim  to  any,  aa  I  have  only  to  contri- 
bate  the  notes,  which  are  light  work ;  yet  a  few  thooaands  ooming  in 
-will  be  a  good  thing — beaidei  the  Printing  Office.  Constable,  though 
Talatodinary,  and  crosa  with  hia  partner,  ia  certainly  aa  good  a  pilot 
in  these  rongh  seas  as  ever  man  pat  faith  in." 

Me.  Cadell  to  Mr.  Cohstablb. 

"  24(A  Dee. 
"  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  General  Johnston's  funeral  at 
12.    Bat  as  all  is  now  right  with  good  Mr.  Carstairs,  we 
will  have  to  make  a  push  with  the  B.  L.  Co.  to  secure 
omaelvea. 
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Up  to  7  Janj.  WB  moat  have    ....         £H,OM 

I  lee   no   chance   of  getting  tlii*  tnm  ordinttf 

acting,  but  I  have  laid  aside  aboat  £MO0  of 

billa,  which  I  tun  nue,  on  a  reiseaentation,  Mr. 

Oilchiiit  wiU  give  to  na  .         £6,400 

From  Bank  of  &,  2,000 

Nat  Bank, 1,000 

Caah  and  Bandiiea,       .  S,000 

£14,400 

"  You  could  easily  introduce  yourself  with  a  copy  of  the 
Miscellany,  and  bring  on  the  matter  with  Mr.  Gilchnet. 
This  ia  absolutely  neceasaiy  also  on  account  of  Key  and 
Co.,  to  whom  we  must  soon,  by  some  other  extra  exei^ 
tion,  remit  something  before  you  get  to  Londoa 

"  I  find  we  hare  only  £7600,  Hurst  and  Ca  at  B.  L.  Co. 

"  I  pledge  myself  not  to  trouble  you  with  cash  vhea 
you  are  in  London,  if  you  can  lift  me  over  these  two 
weeks." 

For  a  few  days  after  this  there  aeems  to  have  been  a  sort  of 
lull  before  the  final  tempest,  and  I  possess  no  documentary 
correspondence  between  the  24th  December  and  the  4t^ 
January  1826,  when  my  lather  wrote  in  much  anxiety  to 
Mr.  CadeU.  From  allusions  in  Lockharfs  life  of  Scott^ 
it  would  appear  that  my  father  was  blamed  for  not  being 
in  London  a  fortnight  earlier  than  the  f^tate  of  his  health 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  travel,  and  it  is  eren  suggested 
that  his  earlier  presence  there  might  have  averted  Uie 
catastropha^    However  fiattering  to  his  financial  influence 

>  On  the  18th  Janoary,  Mr.  CadeU  wrote  ae  follows: — "Hatten  ara 
now  on  anch  a  pivot,  that  one  day  may  do  or  undo  aU.  For  God'a 
■ake  think  of  this ;  think  of  the  many  that  mart  faU  with  na,  and  the 
min  that  moat  be  apread  far  and  wide.     There  ia  one  other  thing, — 
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and  sagacity,  blame  vaa  scarcely  generooa,  and  the  result 
anticipated  suiely  ntopian. 

On  the  10th  January  Mr.  Cadell  wrote  a3  follows  : — 
"  We  must  have  £60,000,  less  will  do  no  good  what- 
ever; indeed,  £40,000  would  be  required  soon,  but  with- 
out the  first  we  could  not  manage  to  get  over  our  present 
difficulties,  and  even  then  with  a  great  strain. 

"  The  first  fund  to  be  looked  to  to  attain  this  is  the 
vorks  contracted  for  with  the  Author  of  Waverley. 

For  work  contracted  tor  on  March  6,  lS23,w 
Do.  do         on  Oot.  20,  1823, 

Do.  do         on  KspoIeoD,      ....  2,600 

8am  rndTsnoad,  £7,600 

Woodstock,  which  will  be  out  in  Febnur;',  will  yield    £8,000 
N&poleon,  which  will  be  oat  in  October,  10,000 

Another  novel  in  December  wiU  yield    .  .         8,000 

£26,000 
"  But  over  and  above  the  new  works  meatioaed  above, 
A.  C.  and  Co.  propose  to  contract  for  an  edition  of  the 
works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  which  will  consist  of 
30  volumes  octavo,  with  notes  by  the  author.  This  edition 
to  be  splendidly  printed,  with  Ulnstrations,  to  sell  for  1 58. 
or  16s.  per  vol    The  impression  2000  copies. 

"  For  the  publication  of  this  edition,  and  the  new 
works  enumerated  on  the  other  side,  A.  C.  and  Co.  re- 
quire a  credit  of  £50,000 — this  sum  to  be  applied,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  reduction  of  all  bills  drawn  by  them 
on  Hurst,  Bobinson,  and  Co.  without  value,  and  to  the 

tny  dday,  even  &  few  houn,  may  atop  jrou  in  »  enow-itorm,  aad  apaet 
all  I  Oh  tiiat  yon  had  been  in  London  now,  aa  at  firtt  intended ;  bad 
it  bean  io,  thia  eonld  not  have  hi^ipoied.'' 
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vitbdraviog  of  all  the  contra  bills  of  James  BaUautTue  and 
Co.,  80  as  to  reduce  the  transactions  Trith  H.,  R,  and  Ca 
to  value  transactions  entirely.  This  vill  insure  the  safety 
of  both  concerns,  and  enable  A.  C.  and  Ca  to  do  the  same 
vith  Jaa  K  and  Ca 

"  In  Older  to  secure  Messrs.  H.,  E.,  and  Co.,  A.  C.  and 
Co.  would  convey  them  by  ba^aia  the  publication  of 
Woodstock,  and  the  ot^er  two  works;  also  of  tiie  edition 
of  the  anther's  works  above  stated,  along  with  the  in- 
surances of  £15,000  on  the  author's  life. 

Maun.  E:,  R.,  and  Co.  to  grant  to  A.  C.  and  Co.  fire  billaof  iGl 0,000 

■t  I,  2,  3,  4,  Mid  S  yean, £60,000 

To  the  credit  of  thii  turn  will  go — 

The  amount  of  the  invoioe  of  Woodstock,       .         £8,000 
Ditto  of  Napoleon,         .        10,000 

Ditto  .  of  another  Novel,  8,000 

So  that  Meian.  Horat  and  Co.  will  bare  in  12        

montha £26,000 

to  the  credit  of  the  nun  granted.  And  so  mod  m  ten  voli.  of  tlw 
great  edition  ate  ready,  it  maf  alto  go  to  the  credit  of  the  aam  to 

"  It  must  be  obvious  that  it  is  H.,  R,  and  Co.'8  interest 
to  try  to  meet  the  views  of  A.  C.  and  Co. — their  mutual 
connexion  is  important  to  each  other.  Messrs.  H.,  B.,and 
Co.  are  now  borrowing  capital  lai^ely.  This  must  be  re- 
paid, or  at  any  rate  the  interest,  so  that  A.  C.  and  Co/s  con- 
nexion is  absolutely  necessary  for  H,,  R,  and  Ca  By  the 
total  removal  of  the  bills  without  valae,  as  the  contra 
bUls  of  Jas.  BallantjTie  and  Co.,  the  transactions  of  the 
parties  will  be  cut  down  to  their  real  business,  and  thus 
comfort  be  insured  to  all  of  them.  At  present  A.  C.  and 
Co.  cannot  reduce  these  bills  without  some  such  aid,  which 
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they  can  conTert  into  cash  by  some  private  negotmtion ; 
any  pablic  n^^tiation  is  wholly  out  of  the  question. 

"  It  migbt  be  prudent  to  send  a  sketch  of  something 
like  the  foregoing  to  Mr,  Bobinson,  that  be  may  have 
time  to  consider  it  and  lay  it  before  the  Messrs.  Hurst. 

To  wipe  aw»7  3mm.  B.  and  Co.'i  eontn  billa,          .  £2S,000 

Do.,  oor  biUa  on  H.,  B.,  tad  Co.,    ....  10,000 

Do.,  wb&t  we  ova  Key  and  Co. 6,000 

Advancea  to  the  Aothor  of  Waverley,    .  6,000 
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Mr.  Ooiuttble  tUrtl  for  London^ — Letten  tram  Hr.  CadeU  to  bi>  paitnar  and  to 
Hr.  BobloBon—Letten  from  LondDn  to  Hr.  Coilell— Frem  Hr.  Cadell  to 
Hr.  Coaitkble— Lut  lettets  trom  LnndoD,  to  Hi.  Cadell  and  Sir  Walter 
Bcott— Sir  Walter*!  nunlr  answer— Letter  from  Hr.  Conitabla  to  Mr. 
Lockbart 

Os  the  ISth  of  Janoftiy  1826  my  father  left  Edinbuigh, 
and  reached  London  on  the  third  day,  when  he  found  the 
following  letters  from  his  partner  awaiting  him  : — 
"  134  Qroboi  anuaw, 
Friday  aiening,  \3tJi  Jmuiaiy. 

"  Mt  dbae  Sib, — Enclosed  you  have  copy  of  our  letter 
to  Mr,  Carstftirs  of  this  date,  as  well  as  his  two  letters  to 
us.  Yon  wiU  notice  that  we  have  not  only  remitted  to  Mr. 
Carstairs  £2600  of  fresh  long  bills,  but  bankers'  diafts  for 
£1600 ;  but  observe,  I  have  not  alluded  to  a  fear  of  dis- 
honour at  Dixon  and  Co.'s ;  it  would  not  do  when  talking 
calmly  on  other  matters  to  appear  to  know  of  so  great  a 
calamity  as  Dixon  and  Ca's  conduct  By  BaUatUyru's 
most  praiseworiky  aid  (wMek  long  as  I  may  live  I  thaU 
ruver  forget)  I  have  been  enailed  to  do  this.  In  allosiou  to 
your  conversations  with  Garstaiis,  the  beet  documents  you 
can  get  to  show  him  are  the  original  invoices  at  5  Watedoo 
Place ;  but  yon  should  know  that  there  is  one  if  not  two 
bills  which  will  not  stand  this ;  but  all  the  £3S0  once, 
and  £660,  will  do,  aa  well  as  the  Crusader  bill  sent  this 
day. 
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"  Now,  as  to  Dixou  and  Co. : — baving  no  letter  from 
.  them,  it  is  impossible  to  know  what  to  say  to  them,  but 
were  I  to  see  them  I  would  be  inclined  to  talk  in  rather  a 
high  tona  If  they  are  to  go  on  as  they  have  chosen  to 
do  juat  now,  I  would  aay, 'Very  well,  gentlemen;  we  pro- 
vide for  no  more  drafts ;  you  have  taken  your  course ;  it 
is  a  total  deviation  from  the  mode  in  which  it  has  been 
conducted  hitherto,  and  we  shall  content  ourselves  with 
providing  for  our  own  acceptances.'  Such  an  account  is 
i-eally  not  worth  baving,  and  Mr.  Dixon  deserves  to  smart 
for  it — always  taking  into  consideration  whether  or  not 
such  a  course  might  not  injure  ourselves. 

"  Ckxl  be  praised,  the  Bank  of  Scotland  did  all  we  asked 
to-day,  £2100,  which  has  almost  kept  me  from  sinking; 
a  draft  on  Hood,  £1000;  your  son's  biU,  £350;  Hurst, 
Robinson,  and  Co.,  £471 ;  and  sundry  small  bills— so  that 
we  are  enabled  to  meet  Applegartb's  bill,  if  it  cornea  back 
to-morrow,  and  with  farther  aid  from  Ballantyne  shall  be 
enabled  to  keep  up  our  account  at  the  British  Linen  Co., 
for  fear  of  Mr.  Caistaira  returning  bill  per  £1500.  £750 
sight  Boyal  Bank  on  Bank  of  England  is  our  provision  for 
our  bill  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  at  Dixon  and  Co. ;  pray  ask 
if  it  is  taken  care  of.  If  Dixon  and  Co.,  on  your  getting 
to  town,  accept  the  £1000  and  £1282  for  Bobinson,  and 
£1371  for  Carstairs,  you  might  get  up  the  £1371  Irom 
Caratairs,  as  the  £1600  sent  to-day  provides  for  it,  and 
give  Bobinson  and  Co.  the  £1371,  which,  with  Carstaira's 
£3000,  £2292,  and  £1371,  wiU  make  £6663  for  Hurst, 
Bobinson,  and  Co.  I  shall  be  most  anxious  to  hear  from 
you. 

VOL.  m.  2  0 
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"  A  letter  from  IU)biiiBOQ,  but  aothing  more  than  his 
havii^  paid  our  bill  to  Applegarth.  Appl^artb's  bill, 
discoimted  at  Bamsay  and  Co.'s,  may  still  be  with  ns  in 
tiie  momii^  I  shall  write  to  you  to-morrow. — I  am  veiy 
truly  yours,  S.  Caiikll. 

"  I  have  written  to  Hood  that  you  are  in  town,  and  will 
see  him.  I  have  said  to  him  that  you.  have  gone  up  to 
launch  a  great  publicatioD." 

Ma  Cadeu.  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  EsDrBUSGH,  I4fA  Jtmtutry  1826. 

"  My  dear  Sib, — I  have  no  good  news  to  give  yon  to- 
night: Sobinsoo  has  allowed  Apple^arth's  bill  to  come 
back,  so  that  we  are  gone  at  Eamaa/a ;  and  I  suppose  be 
will,  in  like  manner,  allow  Gale  to  come  back  at  Sir  Wm. 
Forbes  and  Cc's,  which  will  do  the  like  there ;  and  we 
shall  have,  I  fear,  Mr.  Carstairs's  back  at  the  British  linen 
Co.,  per  £1500,  so  that  in  three  successive  days  we  will 
have  £4000  to  get  After  what  we  did  for  Bobinsou  in 
November,  this,  to  say  but  little,  is  but  so-so  usage, 
especially  as  it  is  clear  that  he  has  the  money.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  we  get  instant,  instant  aid ;  this 
will  not  last ;  delays  will  not  do.  Had  you  been  In 
London  on  or  about  the  2d  or  Oth  January,  all  this  would 
have  been  averted ;  but  it  is  needless  to  state  one's  dis- 
tress, it  is  bad  enoi^h  in  reality. 

"  I  bave  written  Eobinaon  a  long  letter  upon  the  subject 
of  raising  money.  I  thought  it  as  well  just  to  put  the 
matter  before  him  in  that  broad  way. 
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"There  ia  no  other  news.  I  enclose  a  letter  iram 
Binuiughain  aboat  the  MisceUany;  all  the  country  ad- 
vertisements are  off,  and  Taylor  gets  on  smartly.  More 
orders  from  Aberdeen — half  in  volumes. 

Sobinson  b^  allowing  ApplegarUk's  bill  to   come 

back  U  better  ....      £2000     0    0 

And  if  he  bUow*  Gale's,       .  .  .  SOO     0     0 

Bill  on  Mr.  Oaistwra, 


3000 

0 

0 

£6600 
2000 

0 
0 

0 
0 

£3600 
1000 

0 
0 

0 
0 

Better, 
Onr  bill  dne  11/14  inst,      . 

Thi(  tarn  will  pay  for  .  .  .      ie2600    0     0 

our  drafl  on  bim  at  Dixon  and  Co.'s,  27/30.  ^the  iray, 
Robinson  baa  Wentworth  and  Co.'8  bill  per  £2000,  due 
29th  January.  Mr.  Carstairs  has  £1371,  Is.  on  Brooks 
and  Co.,  over  which,  as  the  flSOO  sent  yesterday  ia  a 
doable  remittance,  yon  could  get  one  of  them  for  two  bills 
to  Sir  Walter,  due  the  end  of  the  month. — I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  yours  truly,  R  Cadell." 

On  the  same  date  Mr.  Cadell  bad  addressed  a  long  letter 
to  Mr.  BobinsoD,  vbich  I  also  print  entire : — 

"  GDmBUBaa,  lith  January  1626. 

"  My  D£AB  Sib,— You  and  I  are  partners,  I  may  say,  if 
ever  two  persons  were  all  but  partners.  I  shall  therefore 
make  no  apology  for  giving  you  a  full,  true,  and  particular 
account  of  my  feeling  on  the  present  crisis  in  all  our 
affairs. 

"  It  is  as  clear  as  the  shining  sun  that  all  of  us — I 
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mean  you,  Ballantyne,  and  we — are  wading, — that  we 
have  all  too  much  existence  by  wind-csapital,— that  sadi 
a  capital  couatantly  floating  is  at  all  times  to  be  depre- 
cated, but  in  times  like  the  present  must  he  removed ;  if 
it  is  not,  we  will  all  of  na  be  removed  into  the  Bankrupt 
List,  and  that  as  sure  as,  I  am  now  writing.  I  think  Mi. 
Constable  takes  a  wrong  view  when  be  says  that  Ballan- 
tyne'a  bills  have  done  this.  The  real  state  of  the  case  is, 
— Ballantyne's  bills  have  averted  it  till  this  time ;  but  fer 
them  we  could  not  have  gone  on  so  long.  But  I  make  no 
allusion  \a  this  but  for  the  purpose  of  illustration.  I  make 
no  kind  of  reflection ;  although  some  of  the  bills  sent  by 
you  have  broi^ht  ua  into  discredit  with  our  London 
moneyed  connexions,  still  I  always  keep  in  mind  that 
your  support  and  ours  were  one :  we  could  not  row  in 
two  boats.  It  is  the  remedy  I  now  come  to  speak  to ; 
and  you  will  not  think  it  unnatural,  I  dare  say,  that  I 
allude  to  the  concern  I  know  most  about,  and  of  the 
remedies  that  ought  to  be  applied,  with  an  explanation 
of  what  these  remedies  are. 

"I  may  then  state  that,  with  the  exception  of  Balhm- 
tyne's  bills,  in  so  far  as  used  hy  us,  and  what  we  have 
from  you  without  value,  our  borrowed  capital  does  not 
exceed  £20,000.  It  is  more,  certainly,  if  Dixon  and  Ca 
and  Carstairs'  accounts  are  taken  in ;  but  they  are  founded 
on  real  funds ;  but  we  may  be  forced  to  cut  them  down, 
and  may  not  be  able  to  convert  the  long  bills  in  their 
hands  to  meet  the  cutting  down.  It  is  of  no  use  mention- 
ing a  small  sum,  and  in  six  months  afterwards  to  say  that 
one  was  afraid  to  name  the  real  sum.     I  have  no  such 
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fears  in  speaking  to  yon,  and  I  do  therefore  say  most  un- 
hesitatingly  that  this  concern  requires  the  sum  of  £50,000 
to  make  it  sound,  comfortable,  and  a&fe  to  its  connexions 
and  friends,  and  as  it  has  property,  that  property  must  be 
so  managed  as  to  bring  in  funds  to  vipe  off  the  embar- 
rassments ;  and,  although  our  wings  may  be  pared,  stiU 
we  may  perhaps  he  able  to  say :  '  We  have  lost  all  but 
our  honour.'  For  myself,  I  care  not  one  straw ;  it  is  for 
those  with  whom  I  am  connected  in  business  that  I  dread 
such  an  end  as  bankruptcy,  and  who  might  and  would 
reflect  strongly  on  the  conEding  trust  they  put  in  those 
who  have  not  deserved  it. 
"  But  now  to  the  remedies  : — 

\st.  We  have  no  Mr.  Green  of  Enfield, 
2d,  We  have  no  Mr.  Thos.  Hurst, 
3d,  We  have  no  property  to  mor^t^e, 
but  we  have  much  valuable  literary  property,  which,  with 
going  works,  should  yield  good  securities  for  a  large  sum, 
I  do  not  mean  the  literary  property  itself  to  go,  or  rather 
to  be  sold,  but  what  it  may  produce  under  judicious 
arrangements : — 

\»t,  then,  of  ft  new  leriea  :  Woodstock  u  going  on  fast,  aod  will 

yiald  to  yon,  per  invoice,  uy  .  £7,000  0  0 
2d,  The  Miw:clkneo\u  Works  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 

in  6  Toll.  8vo,  1000  copies,  say  .  .  2,500  0  0 
Sd,  Uemoin   of  Napoleon,   getting  on  feat,  in  5 

thick  vols.,  uy  ■  10,000  0  0 
AA,  There  will  be  another  Novel  tbii  year,  which 

wUl  bring,  eay         .             .             .             .  7,500  0  0 

5<ft,  Scott  Poetry,  lut  edition,  say  2,000  0  0 

£29,800    0     0 
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Brought  forward,  £29,500  0  0 
Ur.  Cotutable  lui  101110  pl&n  which  he  will  inhmit 

to  yoo,  which  ihoull  yield  soon  20,000     0    D 

A  new  •oiei  of  NoveU  up  to  Woodctook,  indiuiw, 

H7  .....         7,500     0    0 


Mftking&Mmof  £S7,000    0    0 

Kow  then,  my  worthy  friend,  here  is  nearly  £60,000  of 
property,  which  could  be  increased  in  security, 

la.  By  the  lum  of  £1S,000  iiunred  on  the  life  of  Sir  W.  Soott;  and 
2if,  By  the  deposit,  as  m  f&rther  gatxajiiee,  of  the  oonveTUkcea  to 

the  literary  property  of  Wftverley  to  Queatin  Dorwkid  in- 

duiire,  and  the  Worka  of  8ii  W.  Scott. 

"  By  such  means,  if  an  operation  could  be  performed 
so  as  to  give  ease  and  relief  in  this  quarter,  the  ease  in 
BaUantyue's  quarter  will  follow,  as  he  rests  apon  us,  and 
the  ease  to  you  will  be  that  we  do  not  rest  00  yon  but  for 
valua  If  some  such  plan  could  be  carried  through,  it 
would  put  ua  all  right  to  you  and  your  Co.  We  can  do 
nothing  but  to  submit  our  views  in  full,  and  concert  fully 
on  all  points  of  it ;  this  Mr.  Constable  will  do  at  much 
greater  length,  and  more  in  detail,  but  I  think  it  is  as  well 
to  state  it  thus  broadly  to  you.  Mr.  Constable's  views  on 
such  points  are  second  to  none,  and  he  has  some  channels 
in  which  the  mention  of  these  plans  may  do  good,  but  I 
think  then  you  say, '  What  is  Cadell's  opinion  of  all  this  ?' 
I  now  tell  my  view  of  the  matter.  I  know  you  will  think 
no  worse  of  me  for  stating  the  whole  openly.  Hutst^ 
Bobinson,  and  Co.  and  us  are  in  reality  ona  We  must 
try  and  concert  some  measure  which  will  conduce  to  our 
mutual  support,  and  allow  the  stream  to  flow  on  as  it 
has  done  for  our  mutual  benefit.     I  think  it  may  be  as 
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well  Uiat  you  ahow  this  to  Mr.  Constable. — I  am  ever 
yours  faithfiUly,  Bob.  Caaell. 

"  I  am  quite  convinced,  ttat  if  we  conld  have  brought 
out  the  Author  of  Waverley's  worlcs  just  now  in  shilliDg 
numbeiB,  we  could  in  two  years  have  realized  Buch  a  sum 
as  would  pay  every  engagement  on  our  books,  no  matter 
of  what  kind.  The  Miscellany  bids  very  £air.  We  are 
getting  orders  from  all  quarters.  You  will  aoon  get  plenty. 
Our  advertisemeato  for  the  English  papers  are  otT. 

"  Saturday  eeming. 

"  Yours  of  the  1 2th  instant  ia  this  moment  to  hand. 
Well,  and  you  have  let  Appl^arth's  bill  come  back  ?  No 
matter ;  it  is  useless  to  repine.  The  letters  of  yesterday 
will  ahow  you  that  we  have  done  everything  that  man 
could  do  to  replace  the  £3000  and  £2292  to  you ;  the 
sum  of  Applegarth,  £2000,  we  may  get  over,  and  Gale's 
also,  but  keep  in  mind  that  this  closes  our  ability  to  get 
on  with  diaconnta  here ;  but  I  shall  fight  on,  and  if  we  do 
fall,  we  shall  Ml  with  hameaa  on  our  backs. — Yonrs  ever 
truly,  Eoa  Cadell. 

"  So  soon  as  the  Miscellany  is  out  I  shall  let  fly  on 
you  in  all  quarters  at  short  dates." 

My  father's  hopes  were  great,  during  the  two  first  days 
of  his  stay  in  London,  that  matters  might  yet  be  set  to 
rights,  and  as  will  be  seen  from  his  correspondence,  pre- 
sently to  be  quoted,  it  was  not  until  within  an  hour  of  his 
leaving  it  on  his  sad  homeward  journey  that  the  hope  of 
immediate  relief  was  finally  extinguished.  His  know- 
le(^  of  the  real  value  of  the  literary  property  belonging 
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to  his  hou^e  still  afforded  him  the  comforting  e 
that  he  and  his  partner  would  Im  enabled,  with  time  and 
careful  management,  to  meet  all  their  liabilities ;  and  had 
Sir  Walter  Scott  entered  into  hia  views,  the  banks  and 
other  parties  interested  might  have  been  induced  to  grant 
the  aid  required,  when  the  creditors  of  Archibald  Constable 
and  Company,  as  well  as  those  of  Sir  Walter,  might  even- 
tually have  received  pajonent  of  their  claims  in  fulL  The 
immense  fortune  realized  within  a  few  years  thereafter  by 
the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  alone,  not  to  men- 
tioD  the  Encyclopeedia  and  other  valuable  copyrights  of 
the  house,  attest  the  possibility  of  such  a  bright  result ; 
hut  different  views  were  entertained  by  other  parties  in- 
terested, and  it  was  not  to  b& 

On  the  17th  January  my  father  wrote  twice  to  Mr. 
Cadell;  on  the  18th  he  wrote  again,  and,  on  the  19th, 
after  receiving  his  partner's  letter  of  the  16th,  he  de- 
spatched his  final  communication  before  leaving  London 
for  Edinburgh : — 

Me.  Cohstable  to  Mr.  Cadell. 

"  OsBOKira's  Horn,  Adklphi, 

ruMiay.  Jan.  17,  1826. 

"  My  DEAit  Sib, — I  was  so  shocked  on  getting  to  Waterloo 
Place  yesterday  morning,  that  it  had  nearly  unfitted  me 
for  business.  I  fonnd  Mr.  Thomas  Hurst  and  Mr.  Bobin- 
son  preparing  to  go  into  the  City,  and  I  accompanied 
them.  My  first  call  was  on  Dixon  and  Co.  I  found  Mr.  J). 
in  hia  usual  quiet  condition.  He  said  the  drafts  in  the 
hands  of  Glyn  were  declined,  because,  had  he  accepted 
them,  our  account  wonld  again  have  been  increased  in- 
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etead  of  diminished, — that  credit  had  hourly  been  be- 
comiDg  mora  and  more  ticklish, — that  almost  do  baDkiiig 
house  in  London  had  escaped  without  severe  trial, — that 
their  own  house  had  bad  a  severe  run,  and  been  reported 
as  having  stopt  payment, — that  distress  had  ceased  with 
the  bankers, — that  it  bad  now  got  into  the  mercantile 
classes,  and  he  could  not  say  where  it  would  stop, — that 
be  would  rather  pay  all  bis  acceptances  and  wait  the  issue 
on  the  securities  he  had. 

"  Bobinsou,  who  was  with  me,  asked  whether  he  would 
not  advance  £5000  or  £10,000  on  satisfactory  bills  to  assist 
for  a  little.  He  said  he  was  alraid  that,  looking  to  them- 
selves, he  could  not  go  so  far, — that  I  might  depend  on 
his  friendly  disposition, — would  consult  Mr.  Langdale, 
and  so  forth.  On  this  Robinson  left  us,  when  Dixon  said 
to  me  that  the  dealing  of  Hurst,  Bobinsou,  and  Co.  had 
become  greatly  too  extensive,  and  he  had  beeft  anxious 
for  some  time  to  have  seen  our  connexion  with  them 
lessened,  and  accounts  opened  with  other  booksellers.  I 
told  bim  that  one  of  my  great  objects  in  returning  so  soon 
to  London  was  for  the  very  purpose  of  doing  this ;  in  par- 
ticular, with  one  great  work  just  about  to  appear.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  these  drafts  appearing 
together  with  Hurst's  indorsation  coming  from  Glyn's, 
was  the  cause  of  the  refusal  of  acceptance.  This,  I  think, 
is  nearly  all  that  passed.  I  need  not  add  that  they  will 
not  have  paid  our  acceptance  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  for 
which  you  remitted. 

"  I  went  to  Mr.  CaMtairs,  and  met  a  kind  and  friendly 
reception.  He  showed  me  your  letter  and  the  enclosures, 
with  which  he  was  well  pleased.    The  £3000  draft  was 
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still  with  him,  accepted.  I  saw  also  thai  for  £1500,  sent 
thiough  the  B.  Linen  Co.,  and  he  seemed  undecided 
whether  to  accept  or  not;  he  was  to  determine  to-day, 
which,  I  think,  will  be  for  its  dishonour.  Had  Hnrst^ 
BobinBon,  and  Co.  not  stopped  on  Saturday,  he  would 
have  accepted  both.  Mr.  Thomas  Hurst  assured  me  that 
Hunter  on  Hunter  was  unquestionably  good.  Mr.  Car- 
stairs  continues  of  a  different  opinion.  Nothing  could  be 
more  friendly  than  aH  that  passed  between  us,  and  he 
said  he  was  quite  ready  to  assist  us  to  a  much  lai^r 
amount  on  securities  like  those  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  receive  fix)m  us,  provided  his  doing  so  would  aid  ua  in 
preventing  any  interruption  in  our  own  concerns.  I  told 
him  all  I  knew  and  thought  as  to  the  afbiis  of  Hurst. 
Bobinson,  and  Co.  He  offered  to  inquire  at  Glyn's  re- 
spectii^  them ;  he  did  so,  and  I  saw  him  afterwards.  The 
result  wa»  very  satisfactory.  Bobinson  had  explained  all 
his  aflairs  to  Mr.  Mills,  who  seemed  to  be  fully  awaie  of 
our  situation  in  regard  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  BaUantyne. 
Mr.  Mills  said  the  only  thing  he  thought  they  could  now 
do  was  to  ask  him  what  he  thought  they  would  get,  par- 
ticularly from  the  banks  in  Scotland; 

"  Mr.  Green  of  Enfield  bad  advanced  from  time  to  time 
£30,000,  and  was  just  on  the  eve  of  making  a  similar  ad- 
vance. Had  he  done  so,  Glyn  aud  Ca  were  to  have  given 
£26,000,  which  together  would  have  kept  all  right ;  hut 
Mr.  Green  decided  in  the  negative  on  Friday  evening,  and 
it  was  by  the  advice  of  Glyn  and  Co.  that  Bobinson  sus- 
pended payments  on  Saturday.  It  is  a  sad  misfortone 
that  either  yon  or  myself  had  not  been  here  a  fortnight 
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ago,  as  both  mishapa,  Chsnceiy  Lane  and  Abchaich,  might 
have  been  prevented.  Green  of  Enfield  is  in  rather  an 
awkward  predicament ;  he  has  been  receiving  naurious 
interest,  and  Mr.  Eobinson  has  declared  to  me  and  to  his 
partners  that  "iSx.  Green  shall  not  receive  a  shilling  so 
long  ss  there  is  one  dne  to  any  other  creditor. 

"  Glyn  and  Co.  had  given  Mr.  Gaxstairs  the  most 
Cavonrable  impressions  as  to  Bobinson.  Mr.  Garstairs 
observed  oftener  than  once,  that  he  thought  the  gentleman 
at  Enfield  had  better  have  given  the  second  aid,  and 
should  do  so  BtilL  Green  has  no  security  for  the  money 
he  haa  advanced,  but  he  was  to  have  got  security  for 
£60,000  had  he  advanced  the  difference.  He  offered 
£10,000  if  they  would  give  him  security  for  £40,000,  but 
this  they  declined.  While  writing  this,  Mr.  Thomas  Hurst 
and  Mr.  Kobinson  have  called  on  me,  on  their  way  to  the 
Bank  of  England.  I  doubt  it  is  too  late  to  apply  for  any 
aid  in  that  quarter,  but  I  shall  perhaps  be  able  to  report 
to  yon  before  post-time  the  result  of  the  application. 

"  Now,  vrith  regard  to  my  own  opinion  as  to  these 
moet  dreadful  afiairs  :  I  am  very  much  convinced,  indeed 
I  have  hardly  a  doubt,  that  H.,  R,  and  Co.  will,  within  a 
fair  allowance  of  time,  pay  all  they  owe,  if  they  manage 
Iheix  own  af&iirs.  Their  stock  of  books  is  of  a  cast  very 
different  from  that  of  a  miscellaneous  collection,  totally 
different  from  that  of  any  other  London  bookseller,  a  con- 
siderable bulk  consisting  of  the  most  celebrated  books  of 
the  day ;  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Hurst'e  exertions,  skill,  and  popularity  make  him  a  most 
powerful  auxiliary  to  Eobinson,  and  ought   to  have   a 
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powerful  influence  in  obtaining  for  them  all  the  accom- 
modation in  point  of  time  which  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  will  admit  Mt.  Glyn  mentioned  to  Mr.  Car- 
staira  that  the  Scotch  hanks  who  held  Eobinson's  bills 
would  he  liberal  on  the  occasion, 

"  With  regard  to  the  plans  of  finance  devised  before  I 
left  home,  and  alluded  to  in  your  letter  to  fiobinson,  of 
the  14th,  and  which  I  have  juat  seen,  it  will  be  needless 
for  me  to  make  ajiy  attempt  at  them,  from  what  has  jost 
occurred,  I  had  a  long  conversation  yesterday  with 
Duncan  the  accountant,  who  assured  me  the  mercantile 
distress  in  London  which  he  was  witnessing  hourly  baffled 
all  belief.  With  regard  to  booksellers,  he  observed,  after 
the  powerful  struggle,  additional  means,  and  great  success 
of  Hurst,  Bobinson,  and  Co.'s  concern,  he  did  not  know 
who  was  safe,  nor  did  he  know  any  person  in  the  trade 
who  was  so, — willing  in  the  present  time  to  make  a  pur- 
chase to  the  extent  of  £100.  It  will  require  many  months 
before  anything  need  to  be  attempted  in  the  way  of  sale 
out  of  the  most  ordinary  routine  of  business. 

"  Haif-pa«l_fiee  o'eloet. 

"  The  above  was  written  in  the  early  part  of  the  day. 
I  shall  make  what  has  occurred  since  the  subject  of 
another  and  more  public  letter,  adding  here  that  the 
securities  which  I  have  agreed  to  give  consist  of  the  copy- 
rights of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  Supt,  Novels,  etc., 
of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  a  personal  engagement 
from  Sir  Walter  Scott  for  £20,000.  If  all  these  mattera 
go  straight,  adairs  will  be  put,  I  trust,  on  a  solid  and 
comfortable  footing.     Mr.  Hurst  and  Mr.  Bobinson  are 
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tills  ioBtaiit  again  in  the  City,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
tell  you  of  the  auccesa.  I  iotended  to  have  written  yon 
more  at  length,  but  have  been  so  conatantly  interrupted 
that  I  have  not  heen  able  to  do  so.  I  have  had  a  very 
kind  call  from  Mr.  Caratairs.  He  has  declined  to  accept 
the  £1600,  but  I  hope  in  another  post,  if  all  goes  as  I 
expect,  to  be  able  to  tell  you  to  send  it  back  again. — I 
am,  my  dear  Sir,  yonrs  truly,  Arced,  Constablb." 

"LoNSOtr,  Jim.  17,  1626. 
"  Mtt  deae  Sib, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  Satur- 
day, and  have  alao  seen  that  to  Eobinson.  I  have  been, 
engaged  one  way  or  other  the  whole  of  this  day  in  matters 
connected  with  the  affairs  of  Hurst,  Bobinson,  and  Co., 
and  am  so  fatigaed  in  consequence  aa  to  be  obliged  to  use 
the  hand  of  another  in  writing.  I  mentioned  in  my  hur- 
ried letter  of  last  night  a  prospect  of  moneyed  support  tO' 
a  lai^e  amount  upon  securities  of  various  kinds,  partly 
&om  Glyn  and  partly  from  the  Sank  of  England, — the 
amount  to  be  very  considerable,  and  aufQcient  to  carry 
Hurst,  Robinson,  and  Co.'s  business  triumphantly  forward. 
I  am  to  be  a  party,  under  a  particular  arrangement,  by 
which  we  shall  receive  for  our  own  purposes  as  much  as 
I  think  you  would  say  will  be  sufficient,  and  a  sum  also 
for  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  to  render  their  concerns  also  in- 
dependent till  times  get  better — for  they  cannot  be  worse. 
The  mode  and  periods  of  repayment  to  be  fixed.  I  have 
delayed  writing  this  letter  in  the  hope  dt  ascertaining  t^e 
fact,  Mr.  Hurst  and  Mr,  Bobinson  are  now  in  the  City, 
and  I  hope,  before  closing,  to  give  yon  good  tidings.  The 
particulars  you  shall  have  to-morrow. 
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"  I  have  been  with  Dixon  and  Ca,  and  had  a  reiy  kind 
and  long  conversation  with  them.  It  waa  quite  true  that 
there  was  a  great  run  upon  them.  Mr.  Dixon  made  the 
best  excuse  he  conld  for  having  revised  the  drafts,  and 
eaid  a  great  deal  on  the  subject  of  our  securities  beii^ 
almoat  entirely  on  one  concern;  against  which  I  couU 
plainly  perceive  there  had  beeu  some  people  at  work  to 
give  him  an  unfavoarable  impreseion  about  hops  and 
other  speculations.  I  have  no  doubt  if  Hnist,  I^binson, 
and  Co.  are  supported  and  go  on,  that  we  may  retain  our 
credit  here,  if  we  wish  it 

"  I  have  seen  Mr.  Corataire  three  times.  He  had  made 
himself  fully  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  H., 
E.,  and  Co.  Mr.  Mills,  of  Glyn  and  Co.,  had  given  him 
the  best  account  possible  as  to  the  general  integrity 
of  the  house,  activity  of  Bohinson,  and  value  of  Thomaa 
Hurst,  His  expressions  of  kindness  towards  us  would 
have  gratified  you  to  hear;  but  he  was  quite  awaie  how 
much  our  fnture  comfort  depended  on  Hurst  and  Co-'s 
concern  being  kept  up,  and  assured  me,  should  that  be 
effected,  we  would  find  his  services  at  our  command  as 
heretofore.  He  was  much  pleased  with  the  promptness 
of  the  additional  cover  and  remittance.  He  is  to  nse 
influence  with  the  bank-directors,  if  it  be  necessary. 

"Now  with  regard  to  the  funds  of  Hurst,  Bobinson, 
and  Co.  Fortunately  a  great  part  of  their  stock  is  of  the 
most  marketable  description.  The  present  moment  is 
of  course  most  unfavourable  for  sales ;  but  still,  if  they 
are  put  right  in  money  matters,  I  have  no  doubt  of  their 
soon  effecting  aales,  and  cutting  down  their  concerns  to  a 
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most  comfortable  and  manageable  position.  I  shall  be 
very  anxious  to  know  what  you  did  in  conseqtieDce  of  the 
dishonour  of  Hobinson's  bills — a  circmnstance  so  appalling 
and  unexpected.  The  suppoit  which  I  trust  in  Ood  they 
are  to  receive  now,  could  have  been  had  before,  if  expertly 
gone  about  Mr.  Green  of  Enfield  was  relied  upon  for 
£30,000,  but  it  misgave  and  threw  all  into  confusion,  and 
put  poor  Itobinsoa  half  distracted.  There  are  some  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  this  gentleman,  Mr.  Green, 
which  I  shall  tell  you  of  afierwards. 

"Ton  will  naturally  say,  What  of  ourselves?  Be 
asenred  I  am  not  withoot  my  due  anxieties  on  that  score. 
Some  of  the  plans  which  we  contemplated  before  I  left 
Ediubuigh,  had  Hurst,  £obinson,  and  Co.  stood  firm, 
would,  I  think,  have  been  carried;  and  if  H.,  R,  and 
Co.  are  pat  on  their  1e^,  I  hope  in  my  next  to  show  you 
how  we  shall  stand  firm,  Duncan  the  accotmtsnt,  with 
whom  I  had  a  long  conversation  yesterday,  tells  me  that 
Uie  mercantile  distress  bafSes  all  belief.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  trade  going  on ;  no  want  of  money,  but  an  utter 
destruction  of  confidence.  I  am  sure  you  will  be  happy 
to  know  that  Key  and  Co.  have  hitherto  stood  out  the 
storm.  They  must  have  lost  a  lai^e  sum  of  money,  but 
their  resources  are  unquestionably  great.  I  called  at  their 
counting-house  in  passing,  but  did  not  find  either  of  the 
partners.  Mr.  Carstairs  was  speaking  kindly  of -them  to- 
day; they  have  been  acting  with  greafi  liberality  to  all 
their  unfortunate  debtors. 

"  I  need  not  say  anything  of  my  anxiety  to  hear  from 
you.     I  have  no  doubt  of  the  perfect  propriety  of  any 
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measures  you  may  have  thought  it  oecessaiy  to  adopt.  I 
trust  in  God  my  next  letter  will  convey  to  you  intelli- 
gence of  the  negotiation  now  pending  for  Hurst  and  Ca 
It  must  be  an  effectual  measure,  for  after  the  blow  whicli 
their  credit,  and  that  of  others,  has  sustained,  half-mea- 
sures would  do  no  good  I  repeat  again  my  confidence 
in  the  ultimate  result  of  their  afiaira,  if  left  to  their  own 
management.  Thomas  Hurst  has  already  paid  into  their 
concern  £38,000  in  hard  cash,  and  has  a  great  deal  of  otJier 
property  which  would  have  been  forthcoming,  sod  mast 
be  so  immediately,  under  any  circumstances.  His  pro- 
perty at  Highgate  has  cost  him  £15,000,  and  he  is  a 
holder  in  various  stock  companies. 

"  ffaff-p<ut  tix. 

"  Mr.  HuTst  and  Mr.  Sobinson  are  not  returned  &om 
the  City.  I  hope  they  have  succeeded,  and  will  also 
have  written  to  you  from  the  City. 

"  You  shall  hear  firom  me  more  at  length  to-morrow. — 
Yours  most  truly,  Abch.  Constable." 

Mr.  Oonbtable  to  Mil.  Cadell. 

"  LoinMK,  18th  January  1826. 

"My  dear  Sib, — I  have  yours  of  Sunday  evening,  and 
shall  be  anxious  indeed  to  hear  from  you  to-morrow. 

"  It  is  now  six  o'clock,  and  I  have  not  time  to  enter  into 
the  business  of  the  support  alluded  to  yesterday ;  but  I 
shall  devote  to-morrow  morning  to  a  long  letter  on  the 
subject,  and  in  the  meantime  it  gives  me  infinite  delight 
to  say  that  cash  to  a  very  lai^  amount  is  all  hut  certain. 
The  final  answer  is  to  be  obtained  to-morrow.     If  this 
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takes  place,  Harst,  Bobinson,  and  Company  vill  be  finner 
than  ever.  They  will  take  up  every  acceptance  they  are 
under,  and  a  Bnm  will  be  secured  for  Scotland,  to  the 
amount  of  four-tenths  of  the  round  amount  named  in 
your  letter  to  Eobinson,  and  all  the  transaotiouB  for 
Napoleon,  Woodstock,  etc.,  left  to  be  added  to  it  One 
fixed  point  is,  that  all  the  money  due  to  Scotland  shall 
be  paid  as  it  becomes  due,  and  a  great  proportion  of  the 
fizst  payments  are  to  ourselves. 

"  I  have  dictated  two  letters  to  my  son, — to  Mr.  Ctibson 
and  Sir  Walter  Scott,  which  I  enclose.  I  cannot  enter  into 
particulars,  as  unless  the  thing  takes  place  it  would  be 
needless,  even  to  you.  I  propose  that  Thomas  Hurst 
accompany  me  to  Edinburgh.  A  week  or  two  of  him 
there  would  do  us  all  much  good. 

"  With  regard  to  my  stay  here,  it  must  at  present  be 
short  under  any  circumstance,  so  that  you  need  not  trouble 
yourself  by  writing  loi^  letters  to  me — till  you  hear  from 
me  to-morrow,  which  God  grant  may  be  to  as  much  good 
purpose  as  I  expect  it  to  be.  In  the  meantime,  with  a 
heart  somewhat  lighter  than  it  was  some  honra  ago,  but 
still  in  deep  distress,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 
"  Abchd.  Corstabix" 

"London,  Jany.  18,  1829. 

"  Most  Private  in  the  meajUime. — The  sum  Hurst, 
Itobinson,  and  Co.  get  from  Glyn  and  Co. — not  the  bank 
— is  expected  to  be  .  .  .       £76,000 

Green  of  Enfield,  in  consequence,  .         25,000 

£100,000 


.dbvGooyk" 


418  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

oa  Becurities  of  various  kinds.  We  are  to  get  for  oniselTes 
and  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  £40,000 
or  jC45,000.  We  join  in  secuiitieB ;  give  conreTance  to 
copyright  of  Ency.  Brit,  and  Novels  and  Tales;  aba 
deposit  insurance  on  Sir  Walter's  life,  £15,000.  Gljn 
is  no  party  to  the  disposal  of  the  money.  Sir  Walter 
Scott  must  also  join,  say,  as  an  additional  cover,  to  the 
amount  of  £20,000.  This  would  surely  put  all  ri^t  in 
the  meantime,  and  there  is  to  be  time  fixed  for  inpay- 
ment of  obligations.  This  would  insure  ub  full  payment 
of  all  Hnrst,  Bobinson,  and  Co/s  large  debt,  and  witji 
Thomas  Hurst  no  feat  for  the  future,  I  should  hope. 
Green  of  Enfield  is  not  yet  completely  manned,  but  he 
is  in  a  scrape.  He  has  been  taking  usuiious  interest 
Excuse  this  indistinct  scrawL  I  have  made  Mr.  Lockhart 
privy  to  all.  The  late  hour  compels  me  to  be  thus  brief, 
and  I  write  under  harassed  feelings." 

Mb.  Cabell  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  Sundag  evating,  JaMtary  lS4k. 
"  Mt  deab  Sik, — I  fear  things  are  now  coming  to  such 
a  pass  that  A,  C,  and  Co.  will,  before  many  days,  cease  to 
exist  Bobinson,  as  you  will  soon  know,  has  returned  one 
of  Ms  own  bills ;  what  bill  that  is  I  know  not ;  but  writ- 
ing from  this  house  I  fear  it  is  a  biH  for  £1000  done  at 
the  Bank  of  Scotiand,  which,  you  know,  settles  the  busi- 
ness. Applegarth's  bill  is  at  Bamsay's  to-morrow.  Gale's 
wiU  be  at  Sir  Wm.  Forbes  and  Co.'s  on  Tuesday,  and 
Caiatairs'  at  the  British  Linen  Co.  on  Tuesday  also — in 
all,  £5000.     Now  do  I  regret  your  going  from  home ;  and 
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I  should  most  certainly  have  wished  to  have  had  yoa  here 
at  this  avfnl  catastrophe,  which  I  now  see  it  is  impoBsible 
to  avert,  and  I  do  think  it  would  be  arrant  foUy  to  attempt 
to  avert.  We  are  dished  at  Kamsay's,  Bank  of  Scotland, 
British  Linen  Co.,  and  Sir  Wm.  Forbes  and  Go.  I  leave 
yoa  therefore  to  judge  what  my  feelings  are,  and  with 
little  to  pay  ourselves,  how  with  borrowed  funds  we  can 
attempt  to  stem  the  torrent,  and  fall  after  struggling  a 
few  days  longer.  Bobinson's  letter  of  last  night  was  all 
hope ;  that  of  this  night  is  all  despair ;  and  when  we  find 
Hurst  and  Co.  gone  at  Glyn  and  Ga's  and  back  at  the 
Bank  of  Scotland — why,  what  can  be  done  ?  The  thing 
will  not  do.  yfitk  Bobinson  all  right  and  his  bills  all 
paid,  I  saw  daylight,  the  more  as  bis  letter  of  last  night 
said  that  a  sum  he  looked  for  on  Saturday  would  provide 
for  January,  and,  of  course,  thinking  him  all  safe,  and 
Archibald  Constable  and  Co.  the  only  remedy  to  bring 
about,  I  did  not  despair ;  but  now  the  tables  are  turned. 
Sobinson's  bills  are  back,  which  to  us  is  death,  and  I  can 
see  it  in  no  other  lightt  Alaa  1  alas  I  such  is  the  end  of 
all  our  hopes  and  expectations.  I  have  struggled  hard. 
I  have  fought  as  for  my  lifa  I^st  Thursday  I  did  not 
expect  this,  bat  now  I  see  nS  escape.  I  shall,  I  think, 
wait  till  to-morrow  night  to  see  one  other  letter  &om 
Bobinson ;  but  longer  than  that  it  is,  I  think,  impossible. 
You  will,  of  course,  judge  for  yourself  whether  yoa  will 
remain  long  in  London.  Had  you  gone  to  London  on  2d 
Jany.  all  this  might  have  been  different ;  but  all  is  now, 
I  fear,  too  late,  and  oh,  there  will  be  a  sad  din ! — I  am, 
my  dear  Sir,  yours  truly,  E.  Cadell 
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"  We  have  a  letter  &om  Dixon  and  Co.  declining  to 
acMsept  any  more  bills." 

Mb.  Constable  to  Mb.  Cadell. 

"  Osborhb's  Hotkl,  I9th  Jamiary  1S26. 

"  My  deas  Sib, — I  am  just  preparing  to  leave  this  for 
home,  where  I  hope  to  he  on  Sunday,  I  received  your 
letter  of  the  16th  this  morning.  Words  are  litde  under 
present  circumstances,  and  I  shall  not  therefore  trouble 
you  with  many  of  them  now. 

"  The  reports  of  the  trade  to-day  are  very  bad  ;  in  sb<nt, 
the  whole  seem  on  the  brink  of  min.  I  have  not  yrt 
received  any  certain  intelligence  of  Hnrst,  Sohinson,  and 
Cc's  success  in  the  City.  I  am  waiting  with  much 
anxiety  a  call  from  them,  now  nearly  half-past  four,  and 
I  intend  setting  out  on  my  journey  at  six.  I  have  been 
nursing  myself  for  the  &tigue,  which,  I  assure  you,  in 
coming  up  was  not  little.  I  should  have  preferred  tiie 
mail,  but  the  uncertain  state  of  my  health  would  have 
rendered  that  a  precarious  mode  of  travelling  for  me. 
Had  anything  effectual  been  done  I  should  have  heard.  I 
fear  they  have  failed  in  their  project.  I  have  experienced 
a  mark  of  considerate  kindness  to-day,  which  I  shall  never 
forget,  but  wUl  tell  you  of  at  meeting. 

"  I  saw  Mr.  Henry  Key  yesterday ;  he  is  a  truly  re- 
spectable, worthy  man.  They  have  lost  £60,000,  it  is 
said,  by  the  failures  already  announced.  He  told  me 
Whittaker's  concern  would,  under  the  most  indifferent 
management,  pay  in  full  and  leave  a  reversion.  The 
Sheriff's  speculation  in  hops  was  only  £40,000.    I  fear 
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oai  friend  Bobinson  has  not  retdized  much  by  his  step  in 
that  way.  I  shall  be  moat  anxious  to  meet  you  as  early 
on  Monday  as  I  can.  If  you  are  to  be  in  Princes  Street, 
or  elsewhere,  be  so  good  as  let  me  know. 

"  Hurst,  Bobinaon,  and  Co.  have  not  succeeded  to  the 
extent  neeesmry,  and  therefore  the  plan  is  at  an  end ;  they 
could  have  got  to  one-half  the  amount,  which  would  not 
be  at  all  what  would  have  done  the  deed.  I  have  still  the 
greatest  confidence  that  there  will  be  no  loss  ultimately, 
which  is  a  great  comfort, — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  ever 
sincerely  yours.  Arced.  Cohstable." 

Sir  Walter  in  his  private  diary  of  January  19  records : 
—"Letters  fioxa  Constable  and  Bobinson  have  arrived. 
The  last  persist  in  sayii^  they  will  pay  all  and  every- 
body. They  say,  moreover,  in  a  postscript,  that  had 
Constable  been  in  town  ten  days  sooner,  all  would  have 
been  well.  I  feel  quite  composed  and  determined  to 
labour.  There  is  no  remedy,  I  guess  (as  Matthews 
makes  his  Yankees  say)  that  we  shall  not  be  troubled 
with  visitors,  and  I  caladaU  that  I  will  not  go  out  at  all ; 
80  what  can  I  do  better  than  labour  ?  Even  yesterday  I 
went  about  making  notes  on  Waverley,  according  to 
Constable's  plan.     It  will  do  good  one  day." 

The  letter  from  my  father,  above  alluded  to,  was  written 
the  day  before  he  left  London,  while  still  not  without 

hope: — 

■'OaaoRin's  Horn,  Aselpht,  Jan.  l%th,  1826. 
"Dkab  Sib  "Walter, — I  wrote  you  a  few  hurried  lines 
before  leaving  Edinburgh,  and  the  unfortunate  state  of 
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things  vhich  met  me  on  my  arriTal  here  will  doabtlesB 
by  this  time  have  reached  yon, — the  suspeneion  of  the 
payments  of  Hurst,  Bobinson,  aod  Co.  After  what  had 
happened  daring  the  last  six  weeks,  the  support  given 
them  from  Ediubui^h,  and  the  additional  capitcil  and 
assistance  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hurst,  had,  aa  I  conceived,  con- 
firmed the  stability  of  their  concern.  Unfortunately,  the 
present  most  unprecedented  times,  the  general  demolition 
of  credit,  and  the  utter  absence  of  all  mercantile  con- 
fidence, has  brought  them  to  a  pause,  and,  in  consequence, 
much  distress  and  inconvenience  must  fall  on  other 
quarters,  which  I  shall  not  attempt  to  enumerata  What 
is  now  to  be  done  is  to  make  the  best  we  can  of  this 
unlooked-for  calamity,  and  if  all  tiiose  most  intimately 
connected  in  these  aETairs  act  with  manly  firmness,  entire 
confidence  and  kindness  to  each  other,  I  shall  have  little 
dread  of  the  result,  that  every  one  will .  get  his  own, 
and  that,  afber  the  present  severe  trial  and  lesson,  we 
shall  all  be  able  to  go  on  as  prosperously  as  ever. 

"  With  regard  to  the  state  of  H.,  R,  and  Co.'s  aOkira, 
there  have  been  some  improper  paragraphs  in  the  news- 
papers. What  I  leant  from  themselves  is  this — their 
total  engagements  amount  to  nearly  £200,000 ;  their 
property  of  every  desciiption  is  estimated  at  a  low  rate 
to  fully  £350,000.  They  have  had  a  most  prosperous 
trader  and  Mr.  Iliomas  Hurst  has  very  recently  brought 
a  lai^e  sum  of  money  into  the  concern;  he  is  a  man 
of  high  character,  much  esteemed  by  his  brethren,  and 
beyond  all  question  one  of  the  best  men  of  business  in 
the  book  trada     Time  is  what  they   want,  to   make 
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good  all  their  engagemeats ;  theii  aSairs  could  only  be 
wound  up  hj  themaelves.  The  stock  and  property  of  a 
bookseUei  mast  not  be  treated  in  the  ordinaiy  way  of 
mercantile  afTaiis ;  nobody  wUl,  I  think,  refuse  them  time, 
and  if  they  get  it,  I  cannot  anticipate  anything  bat  a 
f^Toniable  result  They  have  had  a  most  admirable 
bosinesa,  possessed  a  considerable  capital,  and  were  sur- 
Toonded  by  wealthy  connexions  ;  the  credit  of  the  house 
stood  in  the  first  rank,  but  they  unfortimately  were  bit 
by  the  mania  ot  speculation  so  prevalent  of  late,  and 
embarked  lather  deeply  in  a  purchEise  of  hops,  which 
tended  greatly  to  injure  their  general  credit^  and  which 
I  must  consider  as  the  cause  of  their  disaster. 

"  I  feel  very  nnhappy  in  being  absent  from  Edinburgh 
at  this  moment,  but  I  came  here,  not  expecting  to  meet 
such  a  deplorable  state  of  things  as  that  in  which  I  found 
myself  involved  on  the  instant  of  my  arrival.  My  time 
has  been  devoted  for  these  two  days  to  seeing  parties 
moat  deeply  interested,  and  considering  whether  it  was 
possible  that  anything  could  yet  be  done  to  enable  Hurst, 
Sobinson,  and  Co.  to  resume  payments ;  and  indeed  there 
are  at  the  present  moment  propositions  in  the  hands  of 
bankers,  who  it  is  expected  will  come  forward  with  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  I  sincerely  hope  I  may  have  the 
pleasure  of  transmitting  you  these  glad  tidings  in  the 
dose  of  this  letter. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  entire  prudence  of  all  Mr. 
Cadell's  movements  on  the  intelligence  reaching  him — 
the  only  advice  1  offered  was  to  advise  with  you  in  the 
first  instance,  and  also  with  Mr.  Gibson-Craig,  who  has 
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ever  been  my  steady  friend  and  aapport  on  every  occasloa 
of  difBcnlty.  In  the  midst  of  the  almoat  OTervhelmii^ 
distieSB  by  wMcb  I  am  surrounded,  I  have,  I  fear,  little 
in  Uie  way  of  consolation  to  ofiei  to  my  friends,  further 
than  the  assurance  that  erery  hour  of  my  future  life  shaU 
be  devoted  to  the  exercise  of  every  power  and  &ciiltry 
which  it  may  please  Providence  to  permit  me  to  use  in 
assisting  to  recover  the  wreck  which  it  has  been  my  fate 
to  encounter. 

"  I  had  a  long  interview  with  Mr.  Lockhart  yesterday, 
who  feels  as  you  would  expect  on  the  present  ciisia.  I 
have  put  him  in  possession  of  the  state  of  matters  here, 
and  generally  as  to  those  at  a  distance,  which  more 
materially  affect  him.  With  regard  to  my  movements,  I 
shall  be  very  much  regulated  by  the  result  of  the  appli- 
cation now  making  in  the  City,  and  think  it  probable  I 
shall  leave  this  in  a  day  or  so.  I  stood  the  journey  up 
extremely  well,  and  am  nursing  myself  to-day  in  the 
prospect  of  another  similar  exertion,  which  will  account 
to  you  for  using  the  hand  of  my  son  on  this  painful 
occasion. — My  dear  Sir  Walter,  I  am,  etc^ 

"Archibald  Cohstablk" 
To  this  Sir  Walter  sent  the  following  kind  and  manly 
reply  :— 

"  EDlHBimaH,  21rf  January. 

"  My  DEAR  CONSTABLB, — I  received  yours,  and  am  truly 
^ad  to  see  you  sustain  your  spirits  under  these  calamities, 
BO  \mezpected  when  we  last  parted,  I  trust  Messta 
Hutst  and  Bobinson  will  find  the  means  of  going  on. 
With  regard  to  myself,  whenever  the  secrecy  of  the  mat- 
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ter  was  ended,  and  I  was  obliged  to  coDSult  taj  friends 
and  ask  for  time,  fdl  that  I  would  have  wished  to  have 
concealed  waa  made  known,  and  therefore  I  will  make  no 
further  struggle,  as  it  would  serve  no  purpose  but  to 
render  uncertain  my  personal  funds,  and  me  an  insolvent 
instead  of  an  indebted  person. 

"From  what  I  hear,  tiiej  are  about  to  sequestrate 
Constable  and  Co.,  and  will  certainly  do  so  unless  you 
can  come  down  and  show  them  from  youi  experience  that 
their  interest  lies  a  different  way.  I  am  clear  that  a 
good  trustee  and  time  might  save  much  money  to  the 
creditors,  and  that  an  accountant  who  will  throw  all  into 
the  market  will  suit  the  inters  of  all  parties  better, 
as  you  might  be  able  to  assure  them  a  good  composi- 
tion. At  any  rate,  I  feel  your  interest  lies  here  rather 
than  in  London,  and  that,  do  Hurst  and  Sobinson  what 
they  like,  the  Princes  Street  establishment  will  be  de- 
stroyed root  and  brancL  Mr.  Gadell  is  very  gloomy 
abont  it,  so  am  I,  but  it  is  impossible  for  him  and  me  to 
help  it. 

"  For  myself,  be  my  loss  lighter  or  heavier,  I  will  bear 
it  manfully.  Woodstock  will  be  on  the  counter  in  a 
month,  and  you  shall  see  that  neither  frost  nor  foul  weather 
shall  abate  the  spirit  of,  dear  Constable,  yours  truly, 

"  Waltee  Scott. 

"Everybody  has  been  kinder  to  me  than  another, 
especially  the  banking  gentlemen ;  but  it  is  sad  thing  for 
a  proud  man  to  need  that  sort  of  kindneas." 
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Ms.  Constable  to  Mr.  Locehabt. 

"  FoLTOK,  BT  LuBWADz,  JanMarg  23,  1826. 

"  Mt  deab  Sib, — You  would,  I  trust,  excuse  my  not 
having  called  on  you  before  leaving  London,  the  cause  of 
vhich  I  hope  my  son's  note  would  explain.  I  readied 
this  yesterday,  after  a  pretty  smart  journey,  and  have  jufit 
returned  &om  Edinburgh,  after  a  day  of  anxious  business. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  passing  an  hour  with  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  whom  I  found  in  very  good  health,  and  in  the 
midst  of  his  work  as  usual,  and  in  a  remarkable  state  of 
quiet — all  things,  respecting  which  we  have  so  recently 
conveieed,  taken  into  accoimt. 

"  I  need  not  tell  you  how  greatly  delighted  I  was  to 
find  this  state  of  matters  in  Castle  Street  I  wish  I  had 
any  favourable  report  t«  make  of  oui  commercial  con- 
cerns ;  the  state  of  them  I  think  rather  worse  than  my 
anticipations  when  you  and  I  last  conversed  on  the  sub- 
ject. My  eveiy  exertion  and  thought  shcdl  be  devoted  to 
the  common  of  individual  cause,  but  as  to  the  extent  of 
my  usefulness  in  these  respects,  I  cannot  at  this  moment 
form  any  estimate, — assuring  you,  hovever,  of  my  most 
perfect  faithfulness  and  attachment,  neither  of  which  shall 
be  shaken,  whatever  may  occur.  In  matters  of  sach 
delicacy  I  cannot  be  more  explicit  You  will,  I  am  sure, 
forgive  my  uaing  any  pen  but  my  own  on  the  present 
occasioa,  being  really  so  fatigued  as  not  to  be  able  to  use 
my  own. — And  believe  me,  etc., 

"Akchibald  Constabls: 

"  John  Gibson  Lockhait,  Esq." 
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Deipent«  couditdon  of  Constable  and  CompaDj  »ggt»v»teilfciy  want  of  cor- 
dikUty  between  tbe  partnen— The7  aeparate—Sir  Walter  Scott  decides  to 
oontinua  hU  conneiioii  with  Hr.  Codell— Extract  trom  "the  Uia"— 
Letter  from  my  father  to  Sir  Waltei  BcoU,  with  Blr  Waltw'g  reply— My 
other's  bet  letter  to  Sir  Walter  Scott— Letter  trom  Hr.  Locldiart,  and 
my  bther*!  reply— Ur.  Covon  elected  tnuitee  on  the  eegaeatrated  eatal« 
of  Conitabla  and  Compuiy — Claim,!  and  coimter-clainu. 

.  Thk  condition  of  my  fiithei's  firm  was  by  this  time,  as 
we  now  see  it,  Tery  hopeless,  and  was  aggravated  by  Uie 
want  of  cordiality  between  the  partners.  Each  of  them 
was  evidently  desiroas  of  parting  from  the  other,  while 
both  were  anxioas  to  retain  connexion  with  Sir  Walter 
Scott.  I  shall  not  presume  to  blame — ^however  much  I 
may  r^ret — the  election  that  he  made.  I  am  sure  that 
had  it  been  agreeable  to  his  rival  suitors,  he  would  un- 
hesitatin^y  have  gone  on  with  both ;  and  it  will  not,  I 
think,  be  denied  by  any  impartial  reader  of  this  history, 
that  the  claim  of  my  &ther  was  a  strong  one. 

On  the  21st  Jannary  Sir  Walter  writes  in  his  Joiimal : 
— "  I  have  seen  Cadell,  who  is  very  mnch  downcast  for 
the  risk  of  their  copyrights  being  thrown  away  by  a 
hasty  sale.  I  suggested  that  if  they  went  very  cheap, 
some  means  might  be  &llen  on  to  purchase  them  in.  I 
fear  the  split  betwixt  Constable  and  Cadell  will  render 
impoesible  what  might  otherwise  be  hopeful  enough.     It 
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is  the  Italian  race-horses,  I  think,  which,  instead  of  rideis, 
have  spiira  tied  to  their  aides,  so  as  to  prick  them  into  a 
constant  gallop." 

On  the  24th  January  the  following  entry  occturs : — 
"  Constable  came  yesterday,  and  saw  me  for  half  an  hour. 
He  seemed  irritable,  but  kept  his  temper  under  com- 
mand. Was  a  little  shocked  when  I  intimated  that  I  was 
disposed  to  regard  the  present  works  in  pn^ress  as  my 
own,  I  think  I  saw  two  things : — 1.  That  he  is  desirous 
to  return  into  the  management  of  his  own  affairs  without 
Cadell,  if  he  can.  2.  That  he  relies  on  my  connexion  as 
the  way  of  helping  him  out  of  the  slough.  Indeed,  he 
said  he  was  ruined  utterly  without  my  countenanca  I 
certainly  will  befriend  him  if  I  can,  but  Constable  with- 
ont  Cadell  is  like  gettii^  the  clock  without  the  pendulum 
— the  one  having  the  ingenuity,  the  other.the  caution  of 
the  business.  I  will  see  my  way  before  making  any 
bargain,  and  I  will  help  them,  I  am  sure,  if  I  can,  with- 
out endangering  my  last  cast  for  freedom." 

On  the  26th  Scott  records  : — "  I  called  to-day  at  Con- 
stable's. Both  parties  [partners]  seemed  sure  that  Haist 
and  Bobinson  were  to  go  on  and  pay.  Strange  that  they 
should  have  stopped.  Constable  very  anxious  to  have 
the  husbanding  of  the  books.  I  told  him  the  truth — 
that  I  would  be  glad  to  have  his  assistance,  and  that  he 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  agency — but  that  he  was 
to  consider  past  transactions  as  no  rule  for  settling  those 
in  future,  since  I  must  needs  make  the  most  out  of  my 
labours  I  could.  Item,  that  for  whoever  might  act  for 
me,  I  would,  of  course,  after  what  has  happened,  look 
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BBpecially  to  the  security.  He  said,  'If  Hurat  and 
Robinson  were  to  go  on,  bank-notes  would  be  laid  down.' 
I  conceive  indeed  that  they  would  take  Woodstock  and 
IfTapoleoii  almost  at  loss,  rather  than  break  the  connexion 
in  the  public  eye,"  ^  Under  the  same  date.  Sir  Walter 
makes  an  announcement  which  must  hare  been  received 
by  the  public  with  satisfaction  nearly  equal  to  his  own, — 
"  Gibson  comes  with  a  joyful  face,  aimoimcii^  all  the 
creditors  had  unanimously  agreed  to  a  private  trust.  This 
is  handsome  and  confidential,  and  must  warm  my  best 
efforts  to  get  them  out  of  the  scrape.  I  will  not  doubt — 
to  doubt  is  to  lose.  Sir  William  Forbes  took  the  chair, 
and  behaved,  as  he  has  ever  done,  with  the  generosity  of 
ancient  faith  and  early  fiiendship." 

On  the  8th  March  Sir  Walter  tells  us  that  "  Mr.  Cowan, 
a  good  aud  able  man,  is  chosen  trustee  in  Constable's 
affairs,  with  full  powers.  From  what  I  hear,  the  poor 
man  is  not  sensible  of  tbe  nature  of  his  own  situation ; 
for  myself,  I  have  succeeded  in  putting  the  matter  per- 
fectly out  of  my  mind,  since  I  cannot  help  it" 

This  my  father  might  perhaps  have  also  succeeded  in 
doing  had  he  seen  before  him  any  prospect  of  retrieving 
his  fortune,  and  paying  his  debts ;  but  bis  views  of  the 
value    of   the   literary  property  of  his  house,  though 

'  This  paaaage  in  the  Diaiy  is  omitted  by  Mr.  Lockhart  in  the  Life. 
He  Tentnrea  alao  occatiicmally  to  alter  the  aeiiBe  in  hii  quottitioiLi  fnm 
that  intereatiDg  lonrce.  On  March  14tb  the  original  docnment  baa 
the  folloiriiig  entry : — *■  Bade  Constable  and  Cadeil  farewell,  and  had 
a  briak  walk  vritK  (Ann,  which  enables  me  to  face  the  desolation  here 
with  more  ipirit."  In  the  life  {voL  yl  p.  262}  Hr.  Lockhsrt  faaa  it 
"  a  brisk  walk  Aomc, "  without  notice  of  w 
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justified  by  its  after  pioductiveiiesa,  were  r^;arded  as 
Utopian  by  the  creditors  of  Archibald  Constable  and 
Company,  aod  tiiose  who  acted  for  them.  The  breach 
between  the  partners  was,  unhappily,  complete,  and  Sir 
Walter  Scott  decided,  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us  in  the  follow- 
ing passage,^  without  hesitation,  to  continue  his  coooezioii 
with  Mr.  Robert  Cadell  :— 

"  That  geQtlenMD'i  coDnexion  with  Conitshle  irao,  from  drcnm- 
■tenoea  of  which  the  reader  may  hare  traosd  variinu  littlo  indicatuHi^ 
not  likely  to  be  renewed  after  the  cataitrophe  of  their  old  oopartaier- 
■hip.  They  were  now  endeavouring  to  ettahlieh  themselves  id  aepamte 
bnainesMi ;  and  each  was,  of  course,  eager  to  aecnre  the  connteoMice 
of  Sir  Waltar.  He  did  not  heaitate  a  moment.  He  oonceived  that 
Conatable  had  acted  in  Aich  a  manner  by  him,  eepecially  in  niging 
him  to  borrow  large  enma  of  money  for  bia  enpport  after  all  chance  of 
recovery  wag  over,  that  be  had  more  than  forfeited  all  claims  on  hia 
confidence ;  and  Mi.  Cadell'a  frank  conduct  in  warning  Ballaotyne 
and  him  againat  Conatable's  laat  mad  proposal  about  a  guarantee  for 
£20,000,  had  prodncad  a  strong  impresaion  in  his  favoor." 

Had  Sir  Walter  Scott  agreed  to  afford  the  guarantee 
suggested  by  my  father,  his  creditors  would  not  indeed 
have  received  more  than  the  twenty  shillings  in  the 
pound  which  he  honourably  paid  them;  but  those  of 
Constable  and  Company  might  have  had  good  cause  to 
differ  from  Mr.  Lockhart  in  opinion  aa  to  the  insanity  or 
soondnesB  of  the  suggestion.  Mr.  Cadell'a  written  cor- 
respondence with  my  father,  during  the  crisis  that  ended 
in  the  sequestration  of  their  literary  property,  indicates 
no  difference  of  opinion  Irom  his  partner  as  to  the  steps 
to  be  adopted  by  them  for  averting,  if  possible,  the  great 
calamity,  and  had  the  "  mad  proposal "  been  acceded  to, 
>  See  Life,  voL  vi  p.  311. 
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it  seems  not  impossible  tliat  the  firm  might  have  con- 
tinued to  exist,  and  that,  under  the  skilful  men^ement  of 
Mr.  Cadell,  who  surviTed  my  father  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  their  liatolities,  enormOTis  as  they  were,  mi^t  have 
1)680  honouiably  met 

It  is  instructive,  and  to  me  consolatory,  that  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  in  his  written  communicationB  with  my  father,  even 
after  the  catastrophe  of  which  Mr.  Lockhart  has  declared  my 
fother  to  have  been  the  author,  manifesto  no  diminution  of 
r^ard.  The  wound  inflicted  by  preference  of  his  partner 
was,  I  do  not  doubt,  acutely  felt,  but  Sir  Walter  was  of  ao 
genial  and  kind  a  nature  that  be  desired  the  blow  should 
fell  as  lightly  as  possible ;  and  the  following  extract  from 
the  first  letter  to  his  son-in-law  after  bankruptcy  had 
been  proclaimed,  tells  not  only  of  his  own  brave  spirit 
bat  of  his  consideration  for  those  who  were  involved  with 
himself  in  its  results.  He  writes  to  Mr.  Lockhart,  on  the 
20th  January  1826,  in  the  foUowii^  terms: — 

*■  Whenarer  I  heud  th»t  Conatable  had  made  %  etMiofori,  I  tboaglit 
it  became  ma  to  m&ke  public  bow  Ur  I  wu  concerned  in  these  m&ttera, 
sod  to  offet  my  fortiuie  bo  fai  bb  it  wia  prestable,  and  the  completion 
of  mj  literary  angftgemeuta  (the  better  thing  almost  of  the  two)  to 
make  good  all  claitni  npoa  Ballantyne  and  Co, ;  and  even  Bnppodng 
that  neither  Hnnt  and  Co.  nor  Conatable  and  Co,  ever  paj  a  penny 
they  owe  me,  mj  old  age  will  be  far  from  destitute — even  if  mj  right 
hand  shonld  lose  its  cniming.  Thia  ii  the  very  vmrit  that  can  befall 
me;  bnt  I  have  little  doubt  that,  with  ordinary  management,  the 
aSaira  of  those  hon*e«  will  tnra  ont  favourably.  It  is  needless  to 
add,  that  I  will  not  engage  myself,  at  Coottable  desires,  for  £20,000 
more— or  £2000— or  £200.  I  have  advanced  enough  already  to  pay 
other  people's  debts,  and  must  now  pay  my  own.  If  our  friend  Con- 
stable had  set  ont  a  fortnight  earlier,  nothing  of  all  this  would  have 
happened ;  but  he  let  the  hour  of  distress  precede  the  hour  of  pmvi- 
rion,  and  he  and  othen  must  pay  for  it     Yet  dont  hint  this  to  him, 
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poor  fttUow— it  U  Ml  infinnit^  of  natUM.  ...  It  u  nay,  no  dcmbt. 
for  any  friend  to  bUme  me  for  entering  into  connexion  with  oonuwrdil 
matten  at  alL  But  I  wiah  to  know  wliat  I  could  have  done  better — 
esdaded  from  the  bar,  and  then  from  all  profita  for  six  Tears,  by  my 
oolleagne's  prdonged  life.  Utentnn  was  not  in  those  d>yn  wlat 
poor  Constable  has  made  it ;  and,  with  my  little  capital,  I  wba  ^td 
to  make  commerciaOj  the  means  of  supporting  my  family.  I  got  but 
£600  lor  the  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,  and — it  was  a  price  that  made 
meo'a  hair  atand  on  end — £1000  for  Hatmion.  I  have  been  Ear  Iro« 
niffering  by  James  Ballantync.  I  owe  it  to  him  to  aay,  that  liia  diffi- 
onlties,  as  well  a«  big  advanUgea,  are  owing  to  tue.  I  truated  too 
much  to  CoDstable'a  aaeonuicea  of  his  own  and  his  correspondent^* 
Stability, — bnt  yet  I  believe  he  waa  only  tangnine.  The  njiahot  ia  Jnat 
what  Enrat  and  Co.  and  Constable  may  be  able  to  pay  me  ;  if  15a.  in 
the  pound,  I  ahall  not  complain  of  my  loss,  for  I  have  gained  many 
thouaanda  in  my  day.  Bnt  while  I  lire  I  ahall  regret  the  downfall  of 
Conatable'a  houae,  for  never  did  there  exist  ao  inteUigent  and  ao  liberal 
an  establishment.  They  went  too  far  when  money  was  plenty,  that 
ia  certain  j  yet  if  every  author  in  Britain  bad  taxed  himaelf  half  a 
yeai'a  income,  he  sbonld  have  kept  up  the  houae  which  firat  broke  in 
npon  the  moni^Iy  of  the  London  trade,  and  made  letters  what  they 


Those  of  hifi  family  who  were  with  him  throughout  his 
troubles  knew  how  sincere  was  my  father's  attachment  to 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  how  cordial  his  desire  for  his 
happiness  and  success ;  but  intercourse  between  them  was 
necessarily  now  very  limited,  and  confined  to  occasional 
expressions  of  goodwill.  On  the  Stith  of  December,  my 
father  communicated  to  Sir  Walter  the  following  intetest^ 
ing  extract  from  a  letter  he  had  received : — 

Mb.  Constablb  to  Snt  Walteb  Scott. 

"  Park  Fi.acc,  Eddisckoh,  23d  Dtcr,  1S26. 

"  Dear  Sib  Walter, — I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending 
you  the  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  received  on  Saturday 
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tiom.  Mis.  Campbell  of  Stonefield,  contaimng  an  anecdote 
of  Buonaparte,  wtiicli  she  wished  commnmcated  to  you. 
I  need  not  tell  you  anything  of  Mrs.  Campbell, 
she  being,  I  daresay,  well  known  to  you.  She  is 
descended  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Pitcaim  by  her  grand- 
mother. Lady  Kellie,  to  which,  were  anything  wanted 
to  recommend  or  certify  her  veracity,  about  which 
she  seems  anxious  in  the  present  instance,  I  am  sure  I 
need  add  nothing  &rther  to  you. 

"  I  was  very  happy  to  hear  that  your  health  bad  im- 
proved  in  your  excursion  to  tiie  Continent  I  have  been 
▼eiy  unwell  since  June,  but  have  rallied  wonderfully,  and 
am  looking  forwatd  with  some  satis&ctioa  to  an  active 
life  again. — I  am,  etc.  A.  C." 

Sxtradfrom  Letter  of  Ura.  Cam^>belt. 

"  If,  as  we  hear.  Sir  Walter  Scott  is  writing  the  EUstory 
of  Buonaparte,  you  may  tell  him  that  the  late  Sir  Charles 
Stnart  (of  Bute)  told  me  that  when  he  commanded  our 
anny  in  Corsica,  Buonaparte  wished  to  come  into  our 
aervice.  I  asked  what  rank  be  expected ;  he  said  he 
believed  be  would  have  accepted  a  Lt-Colonelcy.  This 
is  a  fact  that  I  know  has  been  doubted,  but  you  see 
Sir  C.  Stuart's  authority  is  decisive.  Bemember,  how- 
ever, I  won't  have  my  name  appear  in  print  You  may 
perhaps  vouch  for  me  to  Sir  Walter  that  I  am  not 
addicted  to  lying,  or  you  may  refer  him  to  my  friende,  the 
Miases  Hepburn,  or  Hector  Macdonald ;  but  likely  he 
knows  the  thing  already,  in  which  case  say  nothing.     Sir 
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Chsrlee  Stusit  was  very  angry  that  Bnontiparte'B  offer 
was  tejectdd." 

On  the  5th  of  Januaiy  1827  Sir  Walter  replied  aa 
follows : — 

Sia  Walter  Scott  to  Me.  Constable. 
"  Mt  deab  Constable, — I  am  much  obliged  by  yoiir 
letter,  aod  for  the  enclosure,  aod  also  by  the  account  of 
your  health.  Mine  has  been  bat  bo-so,  otherwise  I  would 
have  been  out  to  see  yon.  I  had  a  vile  bowel-complaint^ 
'  which  ended  in  a  rheumatic  cold ;  now  the  rheumatism 
has  settled  in  my  only  serviceable  knee,  and  has  nailed 
me  to  my  chair,  nnlees  when  I  have  some  one  to  drag  me 
up  and  down.  But  I  am  getting  better,  and  the  confine- 
ment rather  favours  hard  work  than  otherwise.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  Mrs.  Campbell  for  the  curious  anecdote 
of  Buonaparte.  I  had  heard  it  before;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  some  inquiries  made  at  Lord  Minto  and  Count 
Pozzo  di  Boigo,  I  was  inclined  to  consider  it  as  apociy- 
phaL  The  report  may  have  arisen  from  some  similarity 
of  name.  I  ehould  like  to  know  more  precisely  the  time 
when  the  offer  was  made.  R  was  but  a  short  time  in 
Corsica  before  quarrelling  with  Paoli,  after  which  he  vfis 
decidedly  in  the  French  interest  His  rank  was  Captain 
of  Artillery  and  lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  National 
Guards,  and  as  he  was  then  totally  unknown,  his  expecta- 
tions of  a  UeuteoaDt-coIonelcy  in  the  British  service  seems 
rather  romantic.  I  would  be  particularly  happy  to  speak 
to  Mrs,  Campbell  on  tJie  subject,  if  she  would  cany  her 
kindness  so  fax. 
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"  I  Rm,  with  compliments  to  Mrs.  Constable,  my  dear 
Sir,  yours  truly,  Walter  Scott. 

"  Qmafrom  omr  omv-dmir,  ThitnAan,  Jmmary  fiM,  1S27." 
So  far  as  I  am  aware,  my  father's  last  letter  to  Sir 
"Walter  Scott  was  the  following,  to  which  he  may  have 
replied,  though  the  only  reference  I  find  to  it  is  in  a 
note  to  James  Ballautyne,  which  was  forwarded  to  my 
father : — 

Me.  CoHBTAfiLK  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"  Bdihburoh,  20tA  Jan.  1S27. 

"Dear  Sib  Walter, — I  received  your  kind  letter  of 
Cth  cnrt.  from  Abbotsford.  I  hope  the  rheumatism 
has  departed.  It  is  a  teasing  complaint,  aod  was  long  my 
ctHupanion ;  Seecy  hosiery  and  flannel  I  found  the  best 
moans  of  getting  rid  of  it,  and  my  safeguards  afterwards. 

"  I  have  delayed  much  longer  than  I  ought  to  have 
done  in  informing  you  that  the  first  nnmber  of  my  Mis- 
cellany was  issued  on  the  6th  current,  and  has  met  with 
very  considerable  success.  Indeed,  the  praises  of  the 
{dan  in  all  parts  of  the  country  promise  more  success  than 
I  cOuld  have  anticipated  in  the  present  depressed  state  of 
trade,  and  I  find  I  have  no  fewer  than  three  rivals, — all 
ori^nating  from  the  plan  of  my  work, — but  none  of  them, 
I  think,  constructed  in  the  popular  manner  in  which 
mine  appears  to  have  been.  I  have  just  had  recourse 
to  Mr.  Ballantyne's  presses  for  aid  in  completing  Captain 
Hall's  Voyages,  and  I  am  anxious  to  give  as  full  a  share 
of  the  printing  of  the  work  to  my  old  friend  as  circum- 
stances may  admit  of.    Among  your  other  kind  aids  in 
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the  fonnation  of  my  undertaking,  yon  did  me  the  fiivonr 
to  prepare  an  admirable  Preface  for  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Marchioness  Larochejaquelein,  which  has  been  in  Mr. 
^^lantyne's  hands  above  a  year.  I  should  like  to  pro- 
ceed with  that  work  now,  should  it  be  your  pleasure  to 
continue  the  favour  to  me.  I  was  desirous  of  having  the 
honour  of  making  this  communication  to  you  in  person, 
and  of  offering  for  your  acceptance  a  fine-paper  copy  of 
the  first  three  volumes  of  the  Miscellany,  which  accom- 
panies this.  I  have  another  copy  binding  for  the  library 
at  Abbotsford,  which  I  shall  take  care  to  have  ready  before 
you  leave  town.  My  health  is  not  yet  so  far  re-estab- 
lished as  to  enable  me  to  leave  my  house,  where  I  have 
been  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  an  invalid  since  June 
last,  but  I  hope  to  be  permitted  to  move  about  again  ere 
long. 

"  There  has  been  no  dedication-copy  forwarded  to  the 
King,  which,  I  am  aware,  ought  to  have  been  done  in  the 
first  instance,  and  I  know  not  whether  it  can  be  done 
now.  Formerly,  I  believe.  Captain  Hall  would  gladly 
have  been  the  bearer  of  the  book,  but  I  have  not  ascer- 
tained whether  that  most  generous  and  active  friend  of 
mine  has  any  inclination  to  do  so  now.  In  this  matter, 
if  not  asking  too  much,  I  would  be  desirous  of  being 
guided  by  any  advice  which  you  might  be  good  enough 
to  afford  me. — I  am,  etc.  A.  C." 

Mr.  Ballantyne's  note  above  referred  to  is  as  follows : — 

"  P.  O.,  Friday,  Fa.  2d,  18S7. 
"  Mt  deae  Snt, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  enclosing  you 
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a  card  from  Sir  Walter  Scott  on  the  subject  we  spoke  of. 
Keep  it,  for  it  is  yoata  rather  than  mine — I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  youra  very  truly,  Jameb  BALLAMrraE." 

"My  deak  James, — The  Introduction  to  La  Vend^ 
was  written  for  Mr.  Constable's  Miscellany,  and  of  course 
is  at  his  own  disposal ;  I  heartily  wish  it  may  be  of  ser- 
vice to  him.  I  only  retain  the  privilege  of  adding  it  to 
my  other  works  hereafter,  if  I  shall  think  proper. 

"  By  the  bye,  how  do  the  present  prose  works  come  on  ? 
I  have  two  characters  to  send  you,  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and 
Lord  Somerville.  Are  you  ready  for  them,  and  gene- 
tally,  at  what  point  is  the  work  t — ^Yours  truly, 

"W.  S." 

Were  we  entitled  to  gauge  the  actual  feelings  of  Mr. 
Lockhart  by  the  tone  of  his  correspondence  with  my 
father  a  year  after  the  sad  catastrophe,  he  had  not  yet 
attained  to  the  severity  of  judgment  manifested  in  his 
treatment  of  him  in  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  The 
following  letter  would  rather  indicate  a  high  appreciation 
of  my  father's  character, .  and  a  sincere  interest  in  his 
welfare  and  success  : — 

Mb.  Locehast  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  WtHBLBDOK,  SUBKBT,  Jaituary  29,  1627- 

"  My  dear  Sib, — I  am  truly  happy  to  hear  that  the 
MisceUany  has  started  with  so  much  prospect  of  success. 
I  received  some  weeks  b^o  the  three  volumes,  and  have  . 
in  tbem  re-read  with  renewed  pleasure  our  friend  Captain 
Hall's  narratives,  to  which  the  conversation  with  Kapoleon 
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is  a  moat  interesting  and  valuable  addition.  I  suppose  I 
am  right  in  believing  that  it  never  waa  in  print  till  now, 
and  that  a  dim  recollection  I  had  of  some  things  in  it 
arose  from  my  having  seen  the  Captain's  MS.,  among 
others,  at  Abbotsford. 

"  Since  you  think  that  my  Life  of  Sobert  Bnms  ia 
worth  the  asking  for  Tutw,  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  mncfa 
pleasure  in  writing  it ;  but,  unfortunately,  considering  tlie 
matter  as  at  an  end,  I  had  some  time  ago  boxed  up  all  tJie 
materials  I  had  collected  in  London,  and  that  in  such  a 
way  that  I  fear  I  cannot,  without  great  difficulty,  get  at 
them  for  some  time.  I  trust  nothing  is  to  prevent  my 
spending  the  chief  part  of  next  summer  in  Scotland,  and 
shall  look  forward  to  Bums  as  my  work  durii^  that 
time, 

"  As  to  trm  volumes,  I  donbt  whether  that  would  not 
be  too  much  for  a  Life  of  Bums.  If  a  selection  from  his 
poetry  is  to  be  included,  the  case  is  altered,  and  indeed  I 
Qiink  it  would  be  doing  a  service  to  his  fame  to  place 
before  the  public  those  pieces  by  which  alone  he  maita 
his  place,  apart  altogether  from  his  mawkish  attempts  in 
the  English  dialect,  and  also  those  Scottish  perfonnaooeB, 
the  coarseness  of  which  much  overbalances  their  wit,  and 
which  at  any  rate  ^ould  never  be  included  in  such  a 
work  as  your  Miscellany.  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  what 
you  have  to  say  to  these  snggeations,  and  of  coarse  to  see 
the  original  pieces  of  Bums,  in  your  possession.  I  have 
myself  obtained  several  trifles  of  his  in  hs.  from  various 
quarters,  and  curious  enough  memoranda  from  two  or 
three  friends  who  recollect  the  poet  in  the  flesh. 
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"  I  Iiave  been  unwell  of  late,  and  hare  not  been  to 
town  or  seen  Mr.  Mnrray  einoe  I  received  your  letter,  so 
that  I  can  say  nothing  as  to  the  Life  of  Nelson  affair.  I 
understand,  however,  that  Murray  has  nol^iing  to  do  per- 
sonally with  the  scheme  of  the  '  National  Library,'  the 
management  of  which  is  altogether  with  its  editor,  Mj. 
Charles  Knight ;  ao  that  there  is  the  leae  chauce  of  its 
interfering  with  your  proposal  The  programme  of  the 
National  Library  says  so  much,  that  no  one  can  believe 
it  will  do  all  it  promises ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  there 
need  to  be  no  great  collisiou  between  it  and  the  Mis- 
cellany. 

"  I  shall  oommunicate  what  you  say  to  Mr.  Gleig.  I 
am  sorry,  however,  to  tell  you  that  I  privately  know  he 
has  made  application  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  about 
the  Idfe,  aud  received  in  the  kindest  but  firmest  manner 
his  Grace's  refusal  to  have  any  hand  in  furnishing  mate- 
rials for  any  such  work  to  be  published  during  his  own 
time.  Gleig  has,  of  course,  abundant  materials  at  com- 
maad  independently  of  such  sources  ;  yet  this  ie  a  great 
loss.  To  tell  you  the  plain  truth,  I  have  a  very  strong 
sospicion  that  the  Duke  means  to  be  hi^  own  historian ; 
and  those  who  know  him  best,  all  fl^ree  that  he  is  as  weU 
qualified  (ahuost)  to  narrate  battles  as  to  fight  them. 

"  I  hope,  now  you  have  seen  the  storm  go  by,  you  may 
live  to  see  many  fair  days  yet  On  one  thing  1  am  sure 
you  may  rely,  and  that  ia  that  all  literary  men  wish  to 
see  you  hold  up  your  head  ^ain ;  for  they  kuow  how  great 
is  the  debt  that  they  aU,  as  a  body,  owe  to  you  personally 
for  having  thrown  so  much  of  new  life  and  vigour  into 
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the  conduct  of  the  profession,  of  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
yon  will  long  be  an  ornament — Very  truly  youra, 

"  J.  G.  LOCKHAJCT." 

On  the  16di  Febraaiy  my  father  wrote  &om  Edinburgh 
in  reply  I — 

"  My  DEAB  SlB, — I  was  &voured  rather  more  tbsu  t 
week  ago  with  your  kind  letter  of  the  2»th  ult  I  owe 
many  apologies  to  you  for  not  writing  to  yon  sooner  on 
the  subject  of  the  Life  of  Bums,  which  yon  had  kindfy 
undertaken  to  write  for  my  Miscellany.  It  was  atranged 
many  months  ago  that  I  should  take  np  that  work,  hot  a 
series  of  many  months  of  ill  health  prtv«ited  my  embotk- 
ing  in  the  undertaking  with  the  necessaty  eneigy. 

"  In  addition  to  that,  I  had  such  entire  confidenoe  in 
your  ftiendsbip  that  I  delayed  the  commnnkation  to  yon 
somewhat  from  that  feeling.  I  am  aware  that  ciicnm- 
stances  are  changed  with  me,  and  I  ought  not  to  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  remaining  so  long  ail^t  as  to  induce 
yon  to  think  that  I  had  abandoned  the  plan. 

"  I  candidly  confess  to  yon  that  I  should  feel  mnch 
mortification  were  yon  not  to  give  me  the  liCe  of  Boms. 
It  would  prove  to  my  interest  veiy  greatly  were  it  possiUe 
for  yoa  to  give  me  the  work  so  that  it  mif^t  appear  this 
year,  and  if  you  could  extend  it  to  two  volumes  yoa  would 
do  a  vast  thii^  for  me,  and  gratify  the  literary  worid 
very  much. 

"  The  sale  of  the  Miscellany  entitles  me  to  say  that  I 
have  no  doubt  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  you  as  to  tba 
copy-money,  and  to  pay  it  either  at  the  commencement  4^ 
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the  pTinting  of  your  work,  or  at  the  conclosion  of  it,  as 
might  snit  yonr  wishes  and  flnancea  at  the  tim&  The 
kindness  of  some  Mends  enables  me  also  to  state  tiiia 
matter  with  full  confidence  that  it  will  be  made  good.  If 
the  work  is  to  be  extended  to  two  volumes,  there  will  be 
new  terms  as  to  price  to  arrange  on  this  subject  I  trust 
tlict;  you  will  not  fail  to  give  me  your  sentiments  witiiout 
nserre  or  heaitation. 

"  I  feel  particularly  obliged  by  all  your  kind  expres- 
sions and  good  wishes  for  my  future  welfare,  which  I 
know  you  have  not  been  backward  to  ezpiess  on  more 
UuM  OM  occasion,  of  which  I  have  heard  with  mnoh  grati- 
tad&  I  have  the  prospect  of  being  obliged  to  go  to  Lon- 
don early  next  month,  but  the  business  that  carriea  me 
there  will  not,  I  expect,  detain  me  many  days, 

"  I  have  not  yet  heard  anything  &om  Mr.  Murray,  but 
I  have  no  right  to  trouble  you  on  such  a  subject,  and 
confess  my  error  in  having  entered  upon  it  in  my  last. 
Excuse  my  being  obl^ed  to  use  the  hand  of  a  confidential 
amanuensis. — I  am,  etc.,  AbcHIBALD  CoKSTABLE." 

The  creditors  of  Constable  and  Company,  in  electing  as 
tbeir  trustee  Alexander  Cowan,  whom  Sir  Walter  "Scott 
justly  characterized  as  "  a  good  and  able  man,"  not  only 
c3uwe  pmdentiy  for  their  own  interests,  but  gave  oonfi- 
dence  of  justice  and  consideration  to  the  bankrupts,  and 
smoothed  the  way  for  dealing  with  the  complicated  rela- 
tions of  the  firm  with  that  of  James  Ballantyne  and  Co. 

Sir  Walter's  entry  in  his  diary  on  December  18,  1825, 
already  quoted,  "  We  shall  have  made  some  itHle  qnes- 
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tioDB  of  literary  property  amongst  us,"  was  amply  re&Iizad 
in  the  l^al  detenniDatioB  of  tbe  relative  liabilities  of 
James  BaUaotyne  and  Company  and  Archibald  Constable 
and  Company.  In  a  paper  by  Mr.  Cowan,  dated  Jone 
182$,  mne  diatinet  claims  are  brought  against  Sir  Walter 
Scotfs  estate  on  account  of  contraots  pending  or  unfol- 
filled.     These  were  as  follows : — 

L  A  Bonuace,  in  tliree  volume*,  or  >   Novel   in  four  Tolnmeo. 

CoDtntcted  for  on  Uwch  Tth,  1823. 
n.  Another  contract  for  a  liniilu  work,  entered  into  on  October 

29th.  1823. 
m.  The  Life  of  N^wleon  Baonnpute,'  1825, 
rv.  Woodstock,'  182S. 
V.  MiaoelluwouB  Frote  Works,  1825. 
VL  History  of  Scotlmnd,  1816. 
VIL  TnTeli  on  the  CoDtinent^  1818. 
Tltl.  An  Edition  of  the  Worki  of  Shakespeare,  }624. 
IX.  A  claim  for  book*,  paper,  and  other  miacellaneons  proper^  in 
the  handa  of  Ueura.  Ballantyne  and  Co. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  counter-claims  were  made 
in  the  interest  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  One  of  these  was  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Waverley  Manuscripts  which  had 
been  presented  by  him  to  my  father  in  1823,  on  the  ground 
that  conditions  allied  to  have  been  attached  to  the  giit 
had  become  incapable  of  fulfilment.  By  the  award  of 
the  Hon.  Lord  Newton,  who  had  been  appointed  arbiter 

'  In  contracting  for  the  Ufe  of  Naptdeon,  aUnaion  it  nude  bj  Mr. 
Bdlantyne  to  the  fact  that  two  noTela,  already  contracted  for,  are  atill 
uDwritten. 

■  The  chum  of  the  areditors  of  Conatable  and  Company  on  the  life 
of  Napoleon  and  Woodatock  was  diaallowed,  and  Sir  Walter  enten  in 
hi«  diaiy  of  April  3,  1826;  — "I  have  the  extraordinary  and  gratifyiDg 
neWB  that  Woodstock  is  sold  for  £8228  ;  all  ready  money — a  match- 
leaa  aale  for  leas  than  three  months'  work." 
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on  the  claim,  the  property  of  these  Manoscripts'  -waa 
adjudged  to  rest  with  my'  father's  creditors,  and  they 
were  accordingly  sold  in  London  for  £317.* 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  I  have  teen  unable  to  recover 
the  Sederunt-book  of  the  Conuuissioners  under  the  bank- 
mptcy  of  Constable  and  Company,  from  vhioh  I  could 
have  given  authentic  details  on  all  points  ccmnected  with 

^  They  oonluted  of — 

1.  The  Monastery — Three  volumee  perfect,  in  one. 

2.  Ony  Mannering — Three  Tolumeo. 

3.  Old  Mortality— Three  TolnmeB,  perfect. 

4.  The  AndqasTy — Three  Tolumea,  perfect. 
6,  Rob  Roy — Three  volameB,  periect. 

6.  Peveril  of  the  Peak — Fonr  voInmM  bound  in  two,  perfect. 

7.  Wavcrley — 

VoL  i.  from  the  beginning  of  chapter  r.  to  end  of  ohap- 
■    t«xi. 
ii.  from  the  middle  of  chapter  vL  to  the  end.    Im- 

iii.  from  chqiter  xiiL  to  end,  with  the  exception  of 
chapter  xiiii 

8.  The  Abbot— Vol.  L  want*  folio  7.     Hiatna  from  folio  30 

to  54. 
VoL  iL  Hiatui  from  folio  6  to  11,  and  from  28  to  32. 
iii.  ImperfecL     Ends  at  folio  44. 

9.  Iranhoe — End  of  vol.  iL 

VoL  iiL  Containa  from  folio  I  to  29,  and  from  SO  to  57. 

10.  The  Pirate— VoL  l  Imperfect,  ending  at  folio  42. 

Vol.  ii.  Wa&tijjg. 

iiL  From  folio  46  to  the  end. 

1 1.  The  Fortnnet  of  Nigel— Vole.  L  and  iL,  perfect 

Vol.  iii.  ends  at  folio  60. 

12.  KenUworth— VoL  i    Segina  at  folio  10,  wanti  folio*  38, 

40,  5B,  60. 
VoL  ii.  Wants  fdioe  1(E-18. 

iiL  Begins  at  folio  4 ;  the  mt  perfect. 

13.  The  Bride  of  Lunmennoor — 61  page*  of  manoacript. 


.d  by  Google 


444  aXS  WALTER  SCOTT. 

it  The  only  quaai-aathoritatlTe  documeab  I  poeseas  is  b 
statement  by  Mr.  Robert  Goldie,  cleric  to  the  trustee  fin 
the  creditors  of  the  concern. 

On  the  15th  March  1626,  my  brother  David  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Cowan : — 

"  1  St.  VraCMT  araMrr,  MarA  I5rt,  1826. 

"  Mt  deab  Sib, — I  hope  the  interest  which  I  have  in 
the  concerns  of  Archibald  Constable  and  Co.  will  be  a 
sufficient  apology  for  the  request  I  am  about  to  mak& 

"  I  wish  to  have  a  memorandum  of  the  statement  sub- 
mitted to  the  last  meeting  of  creditors,  and  I  should  like 
to  know  the  amoont  of  the  claims  on  both  aides  between 
A.  C.  and  Ca,  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  and  Sir  Walter  Scott 
I  shall  also  feel  obliged  by  your  informing  me  of  the 
amount  of  the  claims  on  Hurst,  Robinson,  and  Co.,  and  of 
Hurst,  Kobinson,  and  Co.'s  claim  on  A.  C.  and  Co.  here 
Perhaps  you  can  oblige  me  with  all  this  in  the  course  of  a 
day  or  two.  Would  you  also  favour  me  with  a  copy  of 
the  valuations  of  the  copyrights  in  1821,  and  one  also  of 
the  particulars  of  the  recent  valuation } 

"  I  beg  you  will  excuse  this  trouble,  and  believe  me  to 
be,  yours  very  truly,  David  Constable." 

Mb.  Cowan  to  Mr.  David  Constable. 

"  10  Pkihcrs  Strket,  IMA  MarA  182S. 

"  My  deab  Sir, — You  shall  at  all  times  be  welcome  to 
every  kind  of  information  you  may  want  in  the  affairs 
you  mention. 

"  The  state  of  them  submitted  to  last  meeting  is, 
together  with  some  others  of  the  papers  you  mention,  in 
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the  hands  of  Mr.  Walter  Dickson,  W.S.,  Eoyal  Circns. 
He  will  show  them  to  you,  Bud  allow  you  to  take  Buch 
extracts  or  copiea  as  you  may  vieh ;  and  if  you  will  call 
here  for  me  to-day  &om  11  to  12,  or  to-morrow  or  Mon- 
day from  12  to  2, 1  shall  be  hapj^  to  gire  you  all  further 
infarmation  you  may  desire  to  bare. — Toura  ever  truly, 

"  A.  OowAK. 
"  David  Constable,  Esq." 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Cowan's  clerk  made  the  following 
communication : — 
"  David  Constable,  'Esq. 

"  10  PxlHtna  BXBJon:,  16A  March  1826. 

"  Snt, — All  the  documents  on  which  the  statement  of 
the  8th  inst  was  founded,  with  the  statement  itself,  being 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dickson,  I  have  ventured  to  give 
you  from  memory  the  stibstance  of  the  report,  which  I 
tTust  will  answer  your  purpose  in  the  meantime;  and, 
as  Mr.  Cowan  has  already  informed  you,  the  most  minute 
particulars  will  be  furnished  you  whenever  the  Sedenint- 
book  is  in  his  bands,  if  you  do  not  choose  to  oaU  on  Mr. 
Dickson  yourself 

"  In  the  annexed  statement  you  will  observe  that  no 
notice  is  taken  of  the  private  debts  of  the  individaal 
partners.  In  both  instances  they  are  about  equal  to  the 
private  property. 

"  The  accommodation-biUa  between  A.  C.  and  Ca  and 
Ballantyne  and  Ca  are  stated  as  exactly  equal — say 
£29,000  on  each  side ;  and  for  value,  it  would  appear  from 
A.  C.  and  Cc's  books  that  the  latter  are  entitled  to  rank 
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for  £3600,  but  until  further  invest^tion  it  is  impoaaible 
to  say  how  the  account  may  teally  stand. 

"  The  original  scroll  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  copy- 
rights is  so  imperfect  that  I  fear  it  would  answer  no  good 
purpose  to  enclose  it  at  present,  but  I  now  hand  you  eopf 
of  the  valuation  in  1821,  and  the  particulars  of  the  £32,000 
taken  credit  for  in  the  annexed  state  you  can  have  when- 
ever the  Sedenint-book  and  documents  are  retamed  by 
Mr.  Dickson. — I  am,  Sir,  your  vety  obedient  servant, 

"  R  GOLDIB." 

"Siibstance  of  Interim  Factor's  Report,  9th  March  1826. 

"  That  he  had  examined  with  as  much  accuracy  as  the 
time  and  state  of  the  books  admitted,  the  various  items 
of  the  account  then  exhibited,  and  had  no  doubt  but  in 
all  the  leading  features  it  would  be  found  substantially 
correct,  particularly  as  regarded  the  primary  obligations 
of  the  honse  on  acceptances,  bonds,  and  open  accounts, 
amounting  t(^ether  to  £133,800. 

"  That  the  liabilities  of  the  house,  as  indorsers  oa  bills 
discounted  through  various  channels,  appeared  to  be 
£182,000,  on  acceptances  granted  for  behoof  of  others, 
£12,500,  and  on  bond  to  Mr.  Kermack,  £9040 — in  all, 
£199,800. 

"  Of  the  bills  discounted  and  on  hand  £88,000  were  the 
acceptances  of  Hurst  and  Co.,  and  as  these  and  many  of 
those  already  dishonoured  were  chiefly  in  the  hands  of 
bankers  who  appeared  at  present  to  owe  balances,  it  was 
to  be  apprehended  that  a  great  portion  of  these  balances 
would  be  absorbed  before  the  holdeis  obtained  full  pay- 
ment of  these  dishonoured  bills. 
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"  That  of  the  bills  on  hand  £4800  were  acceptanceB  of 
HaiBt  and  Co.  and  many  of  the  others  already  known  to 
be  bad. 


CuhoDluiul,.         .      £1,600 

Dne    to    bankaiB    sod 

Bilk  on  luDd,  .                 S.OOO 

othera   on    caah   ao- 

Due  bjr  bankers,      .     17,000 

oomitB,  bonda,  etc,  .        6,800 

Dne  OD  aoooanta,      .        9,000 

Doe  on  open  aoctnmti,       24,600 

Stock  YBloed  >t        .     20,000 

BfclUutyne  and  Co.  daim     3,600 

Copyright*,      .        .     82,000 

B.  C'l              do.,            I,SOO 

/ 

Expended  on  worki 

/ 

inptogren,  .         .        1,100 

/ 

£101,500 

/ 

j£133,e00 

£133,600 

My  father,  as  may  readily  be  supposed,  was  meanwhile 
aadly  depressed  in  spirits  ;  for  although  the  prospects  of 
''saccess  foi  his  new  undertaking,  the  Miscellany,  wete 
very  encouraging,  his  bodily  health  was  unsatisfactory, 
add  he  was  closely  beset  by  troubles  of  various  kinds. 
Strength  gradually  declined,  and  though  his  mind  re- 
mained active  as  ever,  it  was  evident  to  those  aroond 
him  that  the  end  was  not  far  distant.  Dropsical  sym- 
ptoms increased  in  vehemence,  his  appetite  fell  away, 
and  the  portly  man  became  wasted  and  feeble. 


.dbvGooyk" 


CHAPTEE  XXIL 

Tki  iMt  daj  of  mr  fithii'B  llh — Qnotitioiii  trtna  Hr.  Loeklurt — Betniqwct 
ot  my  fathar'a  oumr— Letter  tram  Sir  Jini«  (Hbun-Craig  on  the  reU- 
tioiu  between  Sir  Walter  Soott  uiil  my  fathei^Hr.  Tbomu  ThiHiiaan 
on  Mr.  Lockhart'a  "  Life  "— Letten  from  DsTid  Coniteble  to  hii  brother 
HenJ7 — Conclnaion. 

Ths  morning  of  the  2  let  of  July  1S27  was  spent  by  me 
in  my  father's  sick-room.  His  interest  in  the  welfiue  erf' 
his  children  was  intense  and  unremitting ;  he  hod  never 
spared  expense  in  promoting  our  education,  and  was  pun- 
fully  anxious  when  any  one  of  us  suffered  itom  illness 
that  threatened  serious  consequences;  but  it  was  only 
with  the  younger  members  of  bis  family,  or  when  an  elder 
one  was  quite  alone  with  him,  that  on  ordinaiy  occasions 
he  allowed  the  deep  tenderness  of  his  fueling  to  find  ex- 
pression in  words.  I  well  remember  that  on  this  eventful 
day  to  him  and  to  all  of  us,  he  was  specially  tender,  and 
spoke  to  me  from  time  to  time  in  a  more  than  usaaUy 
loving  manner. 

It  happened  that  of  all  his  family,  on  the  morning  in 
question  I  was  the  only  one  at  homa  My  younger 
brothers  and  sister  had  gone  with  their  mother  to  sea- 
bathing quarters  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and 
my  elder  sisters  were  also  absent  from  EdinburgL  My 
brothers  David  and  Henry  had  engaged  to  join  ns  shortly 
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after  noon  for  an  early  dinner,  but  in  the  morning  my 
fotfaer  and  I  veie  for  an  honr  or  two  alone  together.  As 
I  aat  reading  near  a  window,  he  suddenly  called  me  to 
him,  and  sent  me  to  his  private  writing-table,  minutely 
directing  me  where  I  shonld  find  a  small  box,  whidi, 
when  I  bionght  to  him,  he  opened  with  evident  emotion, 
and  took  out  a  bunch  of  withered  flowers.  "  These,"  he 
stud  after  a  time,  "  are  flowers  I  gathered  at  Polton  for  my 
beloved  Catherine  the  morning  that  she  left  me ;  Mary 
has  told  me  that  she  had  them  beside  her  on  her  deathbed, 
and  now  they  lie  on  mine."  * 

After  a  time,  when  I  had  restored  them  to  the  drawer 
firom  which  they  had  been  taken,  my  father  called  me 
again  to  his  bedside,  and  taking  my  hand,  he  said,  "  Dear 
Tom,  I  leave  you  very  poor ;  had  it  pleased  God  to  spare 
my  life  for  a  few  years,  it  might  have  been  otherwise ; 
but  I  trust  that  at  least  you  will  find  the  name  you 
bear  no  disadvantage  to  you."*  He  spoke  tenderly  of 
rejoining  lost  friends,  and  gave  me  many  wise  and  loving 
counsels. 

The  day  wore  on,  my  brothers  joined  us,  and  after  they 
and  I  had  dined  in  an  adjoining  room,  our  father,  who  had 
risen,  and  was  seated  in  an  easy  chair,  sent  for  David,  and 

1  After  a  lapse  of  nearly  fif^  yetn  theae  floven  are  stUl  in  my 
poueBBion,  among  many  other  relic*  which  my  father  had  carefully 
preaerred  of  joya  aJid  •orrowa  part. 

I  To  tb»t  name  I  have  owed  maay  kind  and  aheriahed  friends  ;  and 
it  WM  aa  a  repreaentatire  of  Archibald  Constable  that  in  1S39  Her 
Majesty  conferred  on  me  an  honour  highly  valned.  I  allnde  to  my 
appmnbnent  M  Qneen'a  Mnter,  on  the  expirstion  of  the  Patent  of 
Sir  David  Hunter  Blur  and  Mra.  Tyndall  Bmce. 

VOL.  IIL  2  r 
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bad  been  conversing  with  him  for  some  time  on  subjecte 
of  interest  to  both,  when  Henry  and  I  were  startled  hj  k 
sonnd,  which  once  heard  can  never  be  foi^tten. 

We  hB8t«ned  to  oni  father's  room,  and  found  him  sap- 
ported  in  the  arms  of  his  son,  with  his  head  drooping  on 
his  breast  Heniy  ran  at  once  for  medical  aaastaiux, 
while,  sinking  on  my  knees,  I  looked  np  into  ^le  eyes 
which  to  the  last  were  fixed  on  mine.  The  sommer  son 
was  shining  brightly,  bnt  gloom  fell  suddenly  upon  my 
spirit,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  felt  myself  alone 
in  the  world.  My  father  had  been  far  more  to  me  tlian 
until  then  I  had  realized. 

In  the  sixth  volume  of  Mr.  Lockhart's  Life  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott,^  there  occurs  a  passage,  on  which,  should  it  need  a 
comment,  one  will  be  found  in  the  head  and  heart  of  those 
who  have  accompanied  me  thus  far  in  my  narration.  It 
is  somewhat  painful  to  me  even  to  quote  it,  and  It  must 
have  been  doubly  painful  to  my  father's  partner,  who 
did  all  he  thought  he  could  to  restrain  and  correct  state- 
ments of  the  biographer  on  this  and  similar  occafdons. 
The  passage  I  refer  to  is  as  follows  : — 

"  I  need  not  reraqntnlste  tiie  hiilioiy  of  the  connexion  between  tbeae 
Ballftntjne  firtna  and  that  of  Conitable.  It  wu  traced  aa  aoooratel; 
as  my  meana  permitted  in  the  preceding  chaptera,  with  an  «ye  to  the 
eataabophe,  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  kindly  feelinga  bad  »o  Maall 
■hare  in  indadng  Conatable  to  uphold  the  credit  of  Jolin  BaUanlrne  and 
Company,  in  their  aeveral  Bacoesaive  itrngglet  to  avoid  the  etfomm 
of  bankruptcy.  He  was,  with  pitiable  foibles  enongh,  and  grievou 
fanltg,  a  man  of  warm,  and  therefore,  I  hardly  donbt,  of  aympathiiing 
temperament.     Vaid  to  e»ce«s,   prond  at  the   »*me   time,  haughty. 

'  Pp.  113.  114. 
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uroputt,  pMeiimptnoiia,  detpotio— ho  had  abll,  perlwfi*,  a  lievt.i 
Ftinoiu  who  knew  him  longer  and  better  than  I  did,  unm  me  of 
their  coniielioiL  that,  in  spite  of  nuuy  direct  profeacional  hindrancea 
and  thwartingt,  the  o&pring  (ai  he  viewed  mattera)  partlj  of  Tory 
jealonay,  and  partly  of  poetical  caprice — he  had,  even  at  an  early 
period  of  hii  life,  formed  a  genuine  afFectdon  for  Soott'a  penon,  aa  well 
aa  a  mott  profonnd  veDeration  for  hia  genini.  I  think  it  very  poatible 
Uiat  he  b^an  hia  aaaiatmce  of  the  Ballantynp  onmpaaieB  mainly  under 
Uiia  geneniui  inflnenoe — and  I  also  believe  that  he  had,  in  different 
wkya,  a  friend^  leaning  in  favonr  of  both  Jamea  and  John  themielvee. 
Bat  whan  be,  in  hia  overweening  aelf-aafBciency,  thought  it  involved 
no  mighty  hazard  to  indulge  hia  better  feelings,  aa  well  ai  hia  lordly 
vanity,  in  jliiBMing  theae  frienda  from  commercial  diahonoor,  he  had 
estimated  but  loosely  the  demanda  of  the  career  of  apeoulatioQ  od  which 
he  waa  himaelf  entering.  And  by  and  by,  when,  advanciog  by  one 
mighty  plunge  after  another  in  that  vart  field,  he  felt  in  hia  own  per- 
aon  the  threateningB  of  more  aignal  ruin  than  conid  have  befallen  them, 
this  '  Napoleon  of  the  preaa ' —  still  aa  of  old  baoyed  np  to  the  ultimate 
leenlt  of  hia  grand  operationa  by  the  moat  fulaome  flatteriea  of  imagi- 
nation— appears  to  have  toiaed  aaide  very  summarily  all  acmples  abont 
the  extent  to  which  be  might  be  entitled  to  tax  their  sustaining  credit 
in  reqnitaL  The  Ballantynea,  if  they  bad  comprehended  all  the  bear- 
ings of  the  case,  were  not  the  men  to  consider  grudgingly  the  demands 
of  this  natnre,  founded  on  service  so  important ;  and  who  can  donbt 
that  Scott  viewed  them  from  a  chivalrous  altitude  I  It  is  easy  to  see, 
that  the  moment  the  obligations  beosme  reciprocal,  there  arose  extreme 
peril  of  their  coming  to  be  hopelessly  complioated.  It  is  eqnally  dear, 
that  he  ought  to  have  applied  on  these  a&irs,  as  their  complicatdon 
thickened,  the  acumen  which  he  exerted,  and  rather  prided  himself 
in  exerting,  on  smaller  points  of  worldly  business,  to  the  utmost.  That 
he  did  not,  I  must  always  regard  as  the  enigma  of  his  penonal  history; 
bnt  various  incidents  in  that  histoty,  which  I  have  already  narrated, 
prove  incontestabty  that  he  had  never  done  so ;  and  I  am  unable  to 
acconnt  for  tiiis  having  been  the  case,  except  on  the  supposition  that 
his  confidence  in  the  resonrces  of  Constable  and  the  prudence  of  Jamea 
Ballantyne  was  ao  entire,  that  be  willingly  absolved  himself  from  all 
doty  of  active  and  thorough-going  superinapecticn." 

'  Such  in  the  poalhvnunie  estimation  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  biographer 
was  the  man  whose  character  we  have  seen  reflected  in  the  mirror  of 
hie  active  aad  not  useless  life.  Will  any  reader  refuse  to  give  my 
father  the  henetit  of  Mr.  Lockhart's  generous  admisaioa  T 
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The  account  given  hj  Mr.  Lockhart  of  the  bill  transac- 
tions between  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Messrs.  Constable  and 
Company  is  so  absurd,  and  theii  origin  and  end  arc  so 
clearly  stated  in  a  letter  from  Sir.  James  Gibson-Ctaig, 
which  I  shall  presently  quote,  that  it  requires  no  fortha 
refutation.  It  is,  besides,  repudiated  by  the  Messrs. 
Ballantyne  tbemselyes.^     Mr.  Lockhart  says  : — 

"  He  could  never  h&Te  foreKen  a  Btep  which  Cooltable  took  in  Ilia 
frenzied  excitement  of  hia  day  of  pecuniuy  kUrm.  Owing  to  A* 
oiiginAl  habitual  irreguUritiaa  of  John  Ballanijnie,  it  had  been  ailopted 
aa  the  regular  plan  between  that  person  and  Constable,  that,  whm- 
ever  the  latter  signed  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  the  other's  rwing 
money  among  the  banker*,  there  ahonld,  in  a*M  of  hi*  neglecting  to 
take  that  bill  op  before  it  fell  due,  be  deposited  a  coonter-bill,  signed 
by  Ballantyne,  on  which  Constable  might,  if  need  were,  raise  a  turn 
equivalent  to  that  for  which  he  had  pledged  hia  credit.  I  am  told 
that  this  is  an  nsoal  enough  oonrsa  of  procedure  among  apecnlative 
merchaota ;  and  it  may  be  so.  But  mark  the  issne.  The  phm  went 
on  under  James's  management,  just  aa  John  had  begun  it.  Under  his 
management  also — such  was  the  incredible  looseness  of  it — the  eoittUtT- 
biiitj  meant  only  for  being  aeut  into  the  market  id  the  event  of  the 
primary  biUt  being  threatened  with  diahononr — these  instruments  of 
safegnard  for  Constable  against  contingent  danger  were  allowed  to  lie 
uninqaired  about  in  Constable's  desk,  until  they  bad  swelled  to  a  imly 
moDttrona  'sheaf  of  stamps.'  Conitable's  hour  of  distress  darkened 
about  him,  and  he  rushed  with  these  to  the  money-chaageiB.  They 
were  nearly  all  flnng  into  circulation  in  the  course  of  tbi»  maddening 
period  of  jianic.  And  by  this  one  circumstance  it  came  to  pass,  that, 
Bupposing  Ballantyne  and  Co.  to  have,  at  the  day  of  reckoning,  obliga. 
tiona  agaioat  them,  iu  consequence  of  bill  transactions  with  Constable, 
to  the  eitent  of  £25,(100,  they  were  legally  responsible  for  £50,000."  * 

So  long  as  my  father  etiU  lived,  no  discreditable  im- 

1  See  "  Beply  to  Mr.  Lockhart's  pamphlet,  entitled  The  Ballan^e 
Humbug  handled,"  p.  123, 
'  See  Life,  vol.  vi  pp.  117,  118. 
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putatioD  was  ventured  on — at  leaat  published — either  by 
Mr.  Lockhart  or  any  one  else.  It  was  not  until  death  had 
sealed  his  lips,  and  a  sad  visitation  of  temporary  insanity 
(induced  by  the  disas^ns  circumstances  consequent  on 
the  failure  of  Constable  and  Company)  had  been  presumed 
to  silence  the  only  member  of  my  father's  &mily  suffi- 
ciently cogmsant  of  past  events  to  come  forward  for  their 
refutation ;  it  was  not  nntil  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself  had 
passed  away,  that  the  flood  of  calumny  was  poured  forth, 
which  has  been  allowed  to  fiow  almost  uncbecked  nntil 
the  present  day. 

I  well  remember  the  satisfaction  with  which  Mr.  Cadell 
read  to  me,  in  1837,  the  passage,  in  which  my  &ther  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Lockhart  to  his  readers/  in  comparison 
with,  or  rather  in  contrast  to,  the  Messrs.  BaUantjme ; 
and  I  have  not  foi^otten  that  my  own  feelii^  of  satis- 
foction  were  diminished  rather  than  heightened  by  the 
disparagement.  At  that  stage  of  his  undertaking  the 
bu^^pher  conceived  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  his 
distinguished  embject  that  James  and  John  Ballantjme 
should  be  represented  as  nnprincipled  adventurers,  in 
order  to  account  for  the  pecuniary  troubles  and  eventual 
ruin  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  but  as  time  drew  on  he  found  it 
necessary  also  to  sacrifice  Messrs.  Constable  and  Com- 
pany. 

We  have  seen  that,  until  1814, — ^when  the  difSculties 

of  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  and  the  private  necessities  of  Sir 

Walter  Scott  for  the  purchase  of  land,  led  to  an  unholy 

alliance  that  soon  resulted  in  a  series  of  bills  and  counter- 

>  See  Life,  toL  ii.  pp.  198-200. 
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bills,  which  erentnallj  rnined  all  concerned, — my  ikther^s 
commercial  career  had  been  one  of  unbroken  and  perhaps 
nnpaialleled  sacaega.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  yeara  he  had 
left  home  to  be  apprenticed  to  an  jg^liobni^h  bookaeller ; 
seven  years  later  he  vaa  a  married  man,  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  and  had  established  personal  relations 
with  many  of  the  most  distingnished  scholaTs  and  book- 
collectors  of  the  period.  In  1802  he  was  selected  by  Mr. 
Sydney  Smith,  Mr.  Jeffrey,  and  the  other  prelectors  of  the 
Edinburgh  Beview,  as  the  most  suitable  publisher  of  that 
Journal,  and,  in  the  following  year,  he  attracted  as  a 
partner  Mr.  Alexander  Gibson  Hunter,  who,  after  seven 
years,  retired  from  the  young  concern  with  an  addition  to 
his  fortune  of  £21,000.^ 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us*  that  my  fother 
overpaid  "  Mr.  Hunter  out  of  the  concern  at  the  Croes, 
to  the  tune  of  some  £10,000  or  £12,000— a  blow  from 
which  the  firm  never  recovered."  This  may  be  so,  bnt 
it  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Cadell  joining  it  immediately 
afterwards,  nor  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Bobert  Cat^cart, 
stepping  into  Mr.  Hunter's  place,  and  nrnVing  good  the 
capital  which  that  gentleman  had  withdrawn.  A  aerions 
calami^,  however,  was  at  hand,  by  the  death  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  of  &b.  Cathcart,  when  the  surviving  paitsera 
were  left  to  carry  on,  without  his  prudent  counsels,  and 
with  greatly  diminished  resources,  a  rapidly-increasing 
businesa 

Severe  aa  was  this  blow,  and  crippling  as  the  necessity 

must  have  been,  to  repay  within  a  limited  period  the 

*  See  ante,  voL  L  p.  160.  *  S«e  Life,  voL  tI  p.  17S. 
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cartel  advanced  by  Mr.  CaUicaitt  tlieie  is  no  reaaoo  to 
doubt,  that  witb  my  fothei'a  Buccessful  enterprise,  and  the 
caotiotis  management  of  Mr.  Caddl,  the  concern  vould 
ere  bng  have  reached  a  aecore  foundation,  bat  for  the 
opportunity  of  alliance — too  tempting  to  be  resisted — 
with  the  most  successful  and  prolific  author  of  that,  or 
indeed  of  any  day. 

We  have  seen  that  in  the  year  1814,  the  acammodor- 
Uon  which,  before  the  rupture  in  1808,  had  been  to  a 
limited  amount  afforded  by  my  fethei^s  firm  to  BaUantyne 
and  Company,  was  largely  increased  and  rapidly  extend- 
ing. 

The  late  Sir  James  Gibson-Craig,  the  steadiest  and  best 
Mend  my  father  ever  had,  who  was  consulted  by  him  in 
eveiy  criticaL  emergency  of  his  life,  had  often  told  me 
that  if  I  ever  desired  authentic  teatimcmy  with  reference 
to  the  origin  and  pn^iess  of  the  &tal  extern  that  led  to 
my  father's  ruin  and  that  (A  Sir  Walter  Scott*  I  might 
apply  to  him.  Feeling  that  an  occasion  like  the  present 
might  one  day  arise,  when  the  testimony  of  a  witness  at 
once  so  competoit  and  so  thoroughly  informed  might  be 
invaluable,  I  requested  Sir  iTamea  in  the  following  letter 
to  give  me  a  written  statement,  which  he  kindly  did : — 

Thoius  Constable  to  Sm  Jaues  Gisbon-Craio. 

«  EDnrauBGR,  11  TmsTLX  Br^  Nov.  24(t,  1848. 
"  Mr  DEAB  Snt  Jamk, — If  not  giving  yourself  too  much 
trouble,  you  woold  confer  a  great  obligation  on  me  by 
stating  in  writing  your  recollection  of  the  origin  o£  the 
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sjrstem  of  acconuaodation-bills  which  proved  so  disaa- 
trouB  to  mj  father  and  Sir  WaUei  Scott 

"  CiicmnstaDceB  may  arise  years  heoce  which  may 
render  it  not  only  desirable  bnt  expedieot  to  rescue  my 
father's  memoiy  irom  the  imputations  laid  on  it  by  Mr, 
Lockhart,  and  your  testimony  on  the  subject  above  alluded 
to  would  be  all-important 

"  Your  own  kindness  and  my  natural  anxiety  iox  the 
reputation  of  my  father  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  in 
this  matter. — I  am,  etc.,  Thouab  Cohstablk." 

Sis  Jaues  Gibson-Ckaig  to  T.  Cohstablr 

"  BIOCAKTOR,  25A  N<m.  1848. 
"  Mt  deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, I  beg  to  state  that  I  remember  perfectly  your  father 
showing  me  a  letter  from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  written  in 
great  distress,  informing  him  that  his  affairB  were  in  such 
a  state  that  he  must  call  a  meeting  of  his  creditors,  and 
requesting  your  father  to  do  so. 

"  After  consulting  with  me,  your  father  wrote  Sir  Walter 
that  be  hoped  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  call  a  meeting, 
and  that  if  he  would  come  to  Edinburgh  he  thought  be 
could  devise  means  for  avoiding  so  disagreeable  a  measure. 

"  Sir  Walter  came,  and  by  your  father's  advice  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch  to  assist  him  in  raising 
money  by  annuity,  which  be  did  to  the  amount,  I  think, 
of  jCiOOO. 

"  Your  &ther  proposed  that  Sir  Waltei  should  engage 
to  write  works  for  the  press,  on  the  faith  of  which  your 
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&tliei  agreed  to  give  turn  bilb  to  a  very  coDsideiable 
extent,  and  he  accordingly  did  ao. 

"  I  believe  this  vaa  the  first  traneactioo  in  bills  Sir 
Walter  and  your  father  bad.  These  transactions  after- 
wards gradually  extended  to  a  large  amount,  and  it  became 
their  piactice  that  Constable  and  Co.  should  give  bills  to 
Sir  Walter,  which  he  discounted ;  and  as  a  counter  security, 
Sir  Walter  gave  similar  sums  to  the  company,  of  which 
the  company  made  no  use. 

"After  this  had  gone  on  for  some  time,  your  father 
became  very  uneasy,  and  wished  to  put  an  end  to  the 
dai^erous  system  in  which  he  had  embarked;  and  he 
told  me  that  he  had  gone  to  Sir  Walter,  taking  with  him 
all  the  bills  he  had  received,  and  proposed  to  Sir  Walter 
to  give  up  diese  bills,  on  condition  of  Sir  Walter  returning 
those  Constable  and  Co.  had  given  him. 

"  Sir  Walter  said  he  could  not  possibly  do  so ;  on  which 
your  father  told  that  in  that  case  he  could  not  meet  the 
engagements  for  Sir  Walter  without  discounting  the  bOls 
granted  by  him.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  led  to 
discounting  to  an  immense  amount,  a  double  set  of  bills, 
which  could  not  faU  to  produce,  and  did  actually  pro- 
duce, the  ruin  of  both  parties 

"  My  dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

"  J.  G.-Oeaiq." 

Thoroughly  cognisant  as  Sir  James  had  been  of  the  re- 
lations of  Sir  Walter  and  my  father,  his  testimony  is  most 
valuable,  and  its  value  is  increased  by  the  fact  that  he 
generously  beMended  both  when  the  crisis  of  1826  bad 
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rendered  them  insolvent,  for  he  was  one  of  those  who  aided 
iny  fother  in  launching  the  "  Miscell&ny "  and  although 
he  refused  to  become  a  member  of  a  committee  in  London 
for  raising  a  monument  to  Six  Walter  Scott,  becaose  the 
advertiaement  they  had  isaned  contained  aseerUons  which 
he  knew  to  be  &lfle,  and  which  be  considered  injurious  to 
my  father's  memory,  be  was  one  of  the  most  energetic 
promotets  of  a  subaciiption  in  Edinburgh  for  a  aimilar 
purpose,  and  it  was  on  the  motion  of  Sir  James  Gibson- 
Craig  that  the  creditors  of  Sir  Walter  made  him  a  pie- 
sent  of  all  his  furniture,  plate,  books,  and  cniiosities,  and 
remitted  nearly  £30,000  of  irtterest,  which  might  legally 
have  been  exacted 

In  the  year  183S,  immediately  afl«r  the  death  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  Sir  James  had  written  in  the  same  terms  as 
he  did  to  myself,  but  still  more  fully,  in  reply  to  a  dis- 
tinguished literary  personage,  whose  an^ety  had  been 
painfully  aroused  for  the  reputation  of  Sir  Walter  Scot^ 
and  in  that  letter  he  declared  that  Sir  Walter  had  always 
the  manliness  to  acknowlei^e  that  the  loss  sustained  by 
his  liability  for  the  double  set  of  bills  had  originated  in  a 
desire  on  my  father's  part  to  do  him  service.^ 

'  In  kleUer  to  Wmiun  I^dlmw,  d*ted  16th  December  1829,  Sir 
Walter  writei — "  The  confoBion  of  1814  ia  %  joke  t«  thii,  .  .  .  bat  it 
Miaee  ont  of  the  lutEre  of  the  eeine  oonnezioii  which  givee,  waA  hat 
giren  me,  &  fortnoe,  end  therefore  I  am  not  entitled  to  gramble." 
B«ferriDg  to  Mt  offer  bjr  the  Duke  ol  Someraet  and  another  Knglieh 
nobleman  to  »dvnce  £30,000  each,  lor  Sir  Walter  Soott'e  imnediate 
uae,  and  to  the  grand  propoeal  of  the  Tonng  Duke  of  Boodench,  to 
take  the  whole  loae  on  himaelf,  and  to  paj  the  intereat  of  the  debt 
until  he  ihould  come  of  age,  William  Laidlaw  himeelf  girea  n 
to  a  eoggeation  for  which  I  eball  erer  oordiaUjr  bteai  hii  n 
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Abundant  testimony  might  have  been  cited  in  coiro- 
boratioa  of  tliia  view,  but  there  are  nov  few  living  wit- 
neseee  of  the  transactions  of  that  distant  period,  and  I  un- 
happily ne^ected,  while  I  mi^^t  have  done  eo,  to  secure 
a  written  rec<sd  of  the  opinionB  of  such  persons  as  Alex- 
ander Cowan  and  Alexander  Goodsir,  who  were  ct^nisant 
of  all  One  valuable  letter  I  possess,  and  shall  now  quote, 
from  a  personal  and  highly  valued  &isnd  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  my  &ther 
&om  the  beginning  till  the  dose  of  his  career.  The  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Thomson,  who  was  the  friend  of  both,  and 
continued  to  be  in  daily  association  with  Six  Walter  for 
years  after  my  father  had  passed  away,  is  too  important 
to  be  omitted  here.  The  letter  I  shall  ^ve  was  written 
after  Mr.  Locldiart  had  aroused  the  indignation  of  my 
father's  friends,  and  aggravated  the  malady  onder  which 
my  elder  brother  was  suEfering  at  the  time,  by  the 
calumnies  he  had  published  with  regard  to  him. 

The  kind  intention  of  Mr.  Thomson's  letter  was  to 
soothe  my  brother's  mind,  and  induce  him  to  postpone  a 
refutation,  until,  by  ct^ection  and  consideration  of  his 
evidence,  he  could  effectually  silence  the  traducer,  and 
correct  public  judgment  on  tiie  matter : — 

Mb.  Thomas  Thohsoh  to  David  Constasle. 

"Qboiuii  Sibbit,  Fa.  16,  1838. 
"Mt  dsab  Corbtable, — I  believe  you  may  rest  assured 

"Aput  from  *J1  this,  cumot  tJiej  set  ap  Conrtable  again!  He  Itaa 
likewin  been  a  real  benefactor  to  bii  eonntiy,— and  then  Sir  Walter 
would  of  coune  b«  relieved." — AlAot^ord  Notaada,  Edinbiugb,  1871- 
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that  the  publication  of  certain  passages  in  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  which  yoor 
fother  was  spoken  of,  produced  on  all  his  old  friends  and 
yours  a  feeling  of  deep  displeasure  and  disgust  With  all 
your  feelings  on  such  an  occnsion  I  can  fully  aympatiiize ; 
and  even  for  their  excess,  if  any,  t  could  make  large 
allowance.  I  hare  thought,  again  and  again,  how  such 
offensive  and  unwartantable  statements  could  be  most 
effectually  met,  not  merely  for  the  gratification  of  oui 
present  feelings,  hut  for  the  justification  of  him  who  can 
no  longer  come  forth  in  Iiia  might  for  his  own  vindication. 
That  such  statements  are  to  a  certain  extent  adiondbU 
slanders,  I  have  little  doubt ;  but  I  should  feel  little 
inclination  to  confide  the  honour  of  a  friend  or  a  parent 
to  the  judgment  or  fine  feelings  of  a  Scotch  jury  ;  and,  at 
any  rate,  I  am  afraid  that  the  recriminative  tone  of  your 
'Letters'  would  be  employed  as  a  bar  (not  a  complete 
one  certainly)  in  the  way  of  a  satisfactory  verdict  for 
damages. 

"  To  my  own  mind,  certainly,  a  much  more  satisfactory 
and  dignified  course  would  be  to  publish  a  counter-state* 
ment  of  facts,  in  a  firm  tone,  supported  by  such  documents 
in  your  possession  as  would  tend  to  show  that  your  Esther 
was  dragged  on  to  his  ruin,  not  by  his  own  impetuous 
and  speculative  genius,  so  much  as  by  the  overbearing 
appetency  of  others  for  the  means  of  meeting  and  sustain- 
ing an  extravagant  system  of  expenditure.  I  do  not 
know  how  fai  you  are  provided  with  original  and  usefid 
materials  for  such  a  purpose ;  but  such  assuredly  is  the 
line  of  defmsive  operations,  which  I  consider  as  the  most 
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satisfactory,  most  graceful  and  becoming.    I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  what  yon  think  of  it. 

"  Your  letters  show  me  that  you  are  in  full  vigour  of 
mind,  and  "by  yoor  own  account  the  genial  air  and  rustic 
cuisine  of  Ladykirk  have  been  well  suited  to  youi-  taste 
and  constitution.  I  trust  you  will  husband  your  resources 
for  good  and  effective  uses,  and  not  waste  them  in  un- 
availing and  unprodnctive  exertions.  Withont  a  joks, 
don't  give  way  to  yoxit  jost  and  natural  feelings  of  indig- 
nation  to  the  injury  or  impediment  of  a  more  lasting  and 
laudable  vengeance. — I  ever  am,  my  dear  Constable,  affec- 
tionately yours,  Thohas  Thohsoh." 

Had  my  brother  ever  felt  himself  sufficiently  strong  in 
mental  health  to  undertake  the  task  and  fulfil  the  duty 
that  has  unhappily  fallen  to  me,  the  honour  of  our  father 
vrould  not  perhaps  have  been  more  completely  cleared,  but 
his  case  would  have  been  eloquently  stated,  and  that  by 
one  who,  being  only  by  twenty-one  years  his  junior,  may 
be  said  to  have  lived  at  his  father's  side  through  all  the 
events  narrated. 

In  the  year  1838,  when  the  first  paroxysm  of  indigna- 
tion had  subsided,  which  Mr.  Lockhart's  statements  had 
induced,  and  the  first  Refutation  by  the  representatives  of 
Mr.  Ballantyne  had  appeared,  David  wrote  the  following 
letters  to  hia  brother  Henry,  then  en  route  to  China. 
Their  tone  is  so  temperate,  and  the  view  they  give  of  our 
father's  relations  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  appears  so  true  and 
just,  that  I  feel  I  cannot  more  fitly  conclude  my  sad  narra- 
tion than  by  quoting  them  entire : — 
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"  Mt  deab  HEintT, — I  hare  read  the  Befutation  on  the 
part  of  the  Messrs.  BallantTue  vhich  you  pat  into  mj 
hand  while  here.  There  was  no  occasion  for.  the  caation 
with  which  yoD  accompanied  it.  This  productioa  cer- 
tainly throws  a  very  different  light  over  that  important 
feature  of  tiie  life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  which  ariaee  from 
his  connexion  with  the  hookselling  and  printing  concems 
of  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  from  that  which  has  Mleai  upcm  it 
from  the  pen  of  his  biographer. 

"  Dor  father  nsed  often  and  deeply  to  r^ret  Uiat  ^ 
Walter  should  ever  have  embarked  himself  in  bookseDing 
and  printing  transactions  so  extensiyely  as  he  did.  This 
sentiment  I  firmly  believe  he  entertained,  without  any 
feeling  of  a  puiely  selfish  nature,  as  being  a  bookseller 
himself,  or  from  any  unreasonable  personal  dislike  towards 
eitJier  of  the  Messrs.  Ballantyne,  but  istiier  (all  thii^ 
considered)  the  reverse.  He  saw  plainly  enough  that  it 
would  have  been  more  for  Sir  Walter's  interest  as  well  as 
comfort,  and  for  other  considerations,  that  be  shoold  be 
unembarrassed  by  the  common  anxieties  or  even  possiUe 
failure  of  mercantile  speculation.  His  esteem  and  personal 
regard  for  Sir  Wtdter,  both  as  a  private  friend  and  as  one 
of  those  illustrious  spirits  who  are  to  shed  a  lustre  over 
the  land  where  the  providence  of  Heaven  ordained  them 
first  to  see  the  light,  always  did  appear  to  me  to  be  in- 
dulged almost  to  the  vei^e  of  idolatry.  This  adnma.tion, 
or  whatever  you  choose  to  call  it,  was  carried  to  such  an 
extent  with  regard  to  Sir  Walter,  that,  had  our  father's 
fortune  admitted  it,  I  do  not  think  that  either  you  or  mj- 
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self,  or  those  of  his  Mends  who  knew  him  best,  such  as 
Mt.  Thomson  or  Sir  James  Oibson-Craig,  coold  have  alto- 
gether antacrpated  the  extent  to  which  he  would  have  gone 
in  a  pecunisiy  point  of  view.  My  own  opinion  is,  that 
be  would  only  have  been  limited  byrthe  certainty  of  his 
endangering  his  own  credit  to  snch  an  extent  as  to  have 
mined  himself  and  those  who  were  connected  with  him — 
which  would  have  been  doing  Sir  "Walter  no  real  service, 
for  he  was  well  aware  that  on  the  stability  of  his  own 
fortunes  those  of  Sir  Walter  depended  in  no  oidinary 
degree.  That  this  was  re^y  his  view  is  sufficiently 
apparent  from  the  correspondence  in  my  possession  rela- 
tive  to  the  measures  he  suggested  for  extricating  the  con- 
cern of  Messrs.  Ballantyne  ^m  its  difKculties  in  the  year 
l813 — when,  by  relieving  tJiat  concern  of  ite  heavy  stock, 
and  by  other  measures  which  he  aided  and  suggested  for 
the  extension  of  their  general  credit^  he  prevented,  for  that 
time  at  least,  the  insolventgr  of  their  establishment  There 
are,  perhaps,  some  less  generous  natures  who  would  or 
might  insinuate  that  this  also  was  done  &om  interested 
motives ;  to  such  it  may  be  enoogh  to  obs^ire,  that  the 
publisher  of  Sir  Walter  had  sufficient  resources  in  his  own 
mind  to  have  made  his  way  successfully  in  the  world  as  a 
bookseller,  even  had  he  never  known  Sir  Walter  Scott.' 

'  "  A  man  wrj  have  &  competent  head  for  arithmetic,  sod  be  abia  to 
calculate  the  reeulta  of  grand  and  oomplioated  traasactiona  with  a 
oerbuaty  atterted  by  unvarying  experieoce;  yet  if  he  neglect  the 
aelfiah  application  of  its  mlea  in  the  careful  appropriation  of  what  wo 
may  call  mlgar  fracUoni,  and  is  habitnaUy  Tilling  to  allow  aU  oou- 
cemed  in  hia  enterprises  to  participate  in  the  anocess  of  hia  specula- 
tions,  the  men  of  this  world  are  so  ignorant  of  generons  reciprocity, 
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"  Id  the  very  important  consideration  bow  far  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co.  ought  to  have  gone,  in  reference 
to  their  peouniaiy  engagements  on  account  of  Sir  Walter, 
there  is  another  very  essential  feature  to  be  kept  in  view. 
Sir  Walter's  power  of  imagination  both  as  a  poet  and  a 
novelist,  his  rapidity  of  composition,  and  the  altogether 
unparalleled  success  of  his  writings  as  a  favourite  with  the 
public,  were  elements  which  went  beyond  all  the  ordinary 
limits  of  commercial  calculation  in  such  matters.  My 
father,  sanguine  though  he  was,  knew  that  there  must  be 
limits  to  this  faculty  of  the  mind  as  well  as  to  all  power 
which  is  enclosed  only  for  a  season  within  the  fragile  clay 
of  mortality ;  and  it  consists  with  my  knowledge,  that  in 
the  year  1823  he  viewed,  not  by  any  means  with  alarm, 
but  with  anxiety  on.  Sit  WaHer  Scotfs  atxount,  the  then 
state  of  the  mqney  transactions  of  his  house  with  Ballan- 
tyne  and  Co.  It  was  with  these  views  that  he  wrote  to  Sir 
Walter,  cautioning  him  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  those 
pecuniary  engagements  in  which  he  was  involving  himself 
and  the  state  both  of  our  father's  health  at  the  tim^ 
as  well  as  Sir  Walter's  own  health,  made  his  publisher 

that  be  U  not  nnf  reqneatly  the  only  one  nbo  tijia  at  last  to  beseGt  by 
tbe  result  of  e*eii  hii  tnost  snccesafal  nndertakiiige.  Ooi'  fathec 
vu  cerbunly  not  an  avaricioua  or  covetoui  penon ;  on  tbe  contrary, 
he  was  by  nature  benevolent,  generous,  liberal,  sangniiie — and  hit 
erron,  i^  homanly  speaking,  tbey  were  errors,  floved  from  thoee 
higher  qnalities  of  oar  nature.  Though  passionate  and  irritable,  if 
any  one  who  understood  his  nature  had  patted  him  gently  on  the 
shoulder  and  said,  "Dear  me,  Archy,  what  is  all  thie  abontt"  or 
' '  What  is  the  matter ! "  you  would  see  the  usu^  kind  and  benignant 
smile,  which  I  used  to  delight  to  contemplate,  retam  ii 
In  hit  family  he  was  affectionate  and  kind,  but  always  m 
•upremaey." 
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more  than  nsnally  anxiotis  to  see  the  literary  engagements 
which  he  had  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co. 
during  our  father's  residence  in  England,  put,  if  possible, 
on  such  a  footing  as  might  at  least  secure  Sir  Walter 
against  complication  of  accounts,  and  such  fluctuation  in 
the  state  of  credit  and  mercantile  spe(rulation,  as  might 
involve  him  in  difficulties  &om  which  he  might  uot  be 
easily  extricated. 

"  The  correspondence  to  which  I  allude  took  place  during 
the  months  of  August  and  September  1823,  while  residing 
during  the  summer  at  Hatton.  In  a  letter  dated  ftom 
thence,  'Augast  8,  1823,'  which  appears  to  have  been  of  a 
private  and  confidential -nature,  and  addressed  by  himself 
to  Sir  Walter,  there  is  the  following  passage : '  On  looking 
into  the  state  of  the  dealings  of  my  house  with  James 
BaUantyne  and  Co.,  I  cannot  help  remarking  that  they 
might  be  placed  on  a  more  manageable  and  less  expensive 
footing,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  money  transactions, 
of  the  magnitude  of  which  I  have  only  just  now  become 
fully  aware.'  And  accordingly  it  appears  from  other  letters 
that  arrangements  bad  then  been  made  in  consequence 
of  this  su^estion,  and  in  concurrence  with  Mr.  Bobert 
Cadell  and  Sir  Walter  Scott,  for  reducing  these  trans- 
actions, as  appears  from  the  copies  of  other  letters,  and 
various  memoranda,  during  these  months  of  August  and 
September. 

"  Such  a  crisis  in  money  transactions,  as  seemed  at  this 
time  to  have  been  provided  against  by  the  measures  then 
adopted,  did  afterwards  occur  in  the  extraordinary  panic 
of  1825  ;  inducing  not  only  our  father's  ruin,  but  nearly 
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iavolvii^  the  nation  itself  in  extreme  danger.  From 
the  rage  for  wild  q>eoiUation  which  prevailed  so  exten- 
sively at  thia  diaaatrous  period,  and  which  seduced  many 
men,  considered  as  of  sober  and  regular  habita  of  bnd- 
ness,  to  venture  out  of  the  line  of  their  own  concerns, 
and  speculate  in  tihe  various  joint-stock  companies  vhich 
were  then  formed,  our  father  stood  entirely  aloof;  and 
although  I  well  remember  be  was  solicited  to  join  some 
of  the  more  reasonable  and  solid,  which  held  out  the 
prospect  of  immediate  profit,  yet  he  declined  all  such 
proposals,  and  confined  himself  to  his  own  business, 
which  be  certainly  uDderstood.  In  none  of  them  there- 
fore was  he  engaged.  This  proper  caution  did  not  save 
Aim,  however,  from  the  ruin  which  a  wide-spreadii^  in- 
solvency at  that  time  producsed.  But,  had  such  a  state 
of  things  not  occurred,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  maintain- 
ing, that  all  the  important  publications  in  which  he  was 
engaged  as  the  leading  and  responsible  party,  would  have 
fulfilled  the  engagements  which  arose  out  of  them,  and 
have  fully  realized  his  reasonable  expectation  of  profit 
and  success  in  the  end. 

"  In  proof  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  appeal  to  the 
profits  which,  since  the  year  18S6,  have  been  and  are  stiU 
realizing  out  of  them — and  thai  on  the  modes  and  plans 
as  well  as  the  minor  details  of  publication,  which  were 
either  originally  conceived,  practised,  suggested,  or  in- 
tended by  the  original  proprietor  and  publisher ;  and 
where  these  plans  have  not  been  strictly  followed,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  they  have  only  been 
less  successful   on  that  account ;  and  that  they  would 
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have  been  greatly  more  produotivethan  they  have  actually 
been,  as  well  as  more  extensively  aseful  to  the  public,  had 
his  views  been  more  tigidly  adhered  to,  both  in  the  form 
and  manner  of  pnblication.  The  Encyclopcedia  Britannica, 
edited  by  Professor  Napier,  and  the  writings  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott  alone,  will  sufficiently  bear  out  these  propositions, 
and  prove,  I  think,  that  the  former  proprietor  took  no 
overstrained  or  overweening  view  of  these  valuable  copy- 
rights. 

"I  caimot  instance  to  yon  hu  quick  perception  of  the 
value  and  profitable  improvement  or  cultivation  (if  I  may 
use  the  expression)  of  this  sort  of  property  better  than 
by  an  example.  While  attending  my  father  at  Clapham, 
at  the  time  when  he  left  Clermiston  and  had  gone  to 
England  to  try  what  change  of' air  and  scene  and  medical 
advice  would  do  for  the  improvement  of  his  health, — 
some  discussion  and  correspondence  with  bis  partner  had 
taken  place,  with  regard  to  the  value  of  the  copyrights 
belonging  to  lus  bouse.  It  was  alleged  that  he  took  a 
too  sanguine  view,  which  some  might  term  overweening, 
of  their  value.  It  certainly  did  appear  to  me  that  they 
were  greatly  undervalued  in  the  estimate  which  his  part- 
ner seemed  to  have  fonned  of  their  real  worth.  At  the 
same  time,  it  was  possible  that  my  father  might  have 
formed  too  sanguine  views,  and  overvalued  them.  I  stated 
my  thoughts  to  him  to  that  effect.  '  Why,  sir,'  said  he, 
'  I  will  show  yon  how  as  much  money  may  be  made  out 
of  oTie  transaction,  with  regard  to  Scott's  poetry  and  the 
novels  and  tales,  as  the  entire  copyright  of  these  works  is 
valued  at  in  Mr.  CadeU'a  estimate ;'  and  accordingly  he 
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did  90.  His  eBtimates  of  the  expense  of  paper  aod  print- 
ing, and  plans  as  to  the  size,  form,  and  manner  of  publica- 
tion, were  commanicated  to  MT.RobiD80D,  of  the  firm  of 
Hurst,  KobiuBon,  and  Ca,  and  in  a  few  days  the  contract 
signed,  and  the  transaction  concluded.  The  bills  were 
sent  down  to  Edinbatgh  before  my  father  left  Clapham, 
and  most  have  realized  gndually,  in  the  course  of  three 
years,  a  profit  in  cash  (leaving  the  copyright  entire)  of 
upwards  of  £10,000  to  the  concern.  After  this  I  was 
certainly  inclined,  as  you  may  suppose,  rather  to  rely 
with  still  more  implicit  confidence  on  our  father's  opinion 
on  such  matters,  than  on  those  of  others  who  might  be 
more  cautious,  but  were  certainly  less  skilful,  in  estimat- 
ing their  true  valua 

"That  our  fathers  life  was  a  career  of  unwearied  in- 
dustry and  exertion  in  the  vocation  which  was  allotted  to 
him,  and  in  its  progress  and  general  results  more  beneficial 
to  those  who  were  connected  with  him  in  literary  under- 
takings or  business  transactions,  or  to  those  among  whom 
he  lived,  than  productive  of  advantt^  to  himself  or  to 
his  family,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  It  was  not  perhaps 
to  be  expected  that  the  capitalists  of  London  or  Edinburgh 
should  be  as  skilful  in  their  knowledge  of  the  value  of 
literary  property  as  they  are  in  ordinary  or  less  delicate 
securities.  There  are  not  many  persons  who  understand 
the  nature  or  the  value  of  that  species  of  incorporeal  or 
intellectual  wealth  which  is  called  copyright.  It  is  not 
every  bookseller  who  knows  how  to  manage  it  to  the  best 
advantage ;  and  when  very  valuable  property  of  this  kind 
comes  to  be  sold,  the  persons  are  not  very  numerous  who 
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are  likely  to  compete  in  the  acquiBition.  Time,  also,  is 
required,  and  even  a  considerable  tract  of  future  yeata,  to 
gain  a  profitable  return  of  the  money  which  may  have 
been  expended  or  ventured  in  acquiring  it  But  had  the 
bankers  of  London  understood  the  value  of  an  ass^n- 
ment  of  copyright  by  an  author  to  his  publisher,  and  of 
tach  copyrights  as  those  of  the  writings  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  or  the  Eucyclopsedia  Britannica,  as  well  as  they 
understand  the  value  of  a  bill  of  lading  of  a  caigo  of  hides 
or  tallow  from  St.  Petersburg,  I  feel  perfectly  assured  that 
no  loss  would  have  been  sustained  in  any  quarter,  ao  far 
as  literature  and  the  publications  of  Constable  and  Co. 
were  concerned ;  and  the  ultimate  result  of  our  father's 
fortune  and  our  own  would  have  been  very  different  from 
what  it  was  and  la.  Money  would  have  been  advanced 
in  the  hour  of  need,  and  the  engagements  of  all  concerned 
fulfilled.  The  individuals  who  were  interested  or  con- 
nected together  in  these  affairs  would  then  moat  probably 
have  acted  with  manly  firmness  and  entire  confidence  in 
each  other  (as  our  &ther  su^ested),  and  success  instead 
of  ruin  would  still  have  been  the  result 

"On  the  other  hand,  conceive  to  yourself  a  valuable 
accumulation  of  property  in  copyright,  the  fruit  of  thirty 
years  of  incessant  and  active  exertion.  Keep  in  view 
also  the  liberal  outlay  of  capital  during  the  same  period, 
commensurate  to  the  quaiitity  of  the  property  acquired — 
an  outlay  which  had  raised  the  price  of  literaiy  labour 
(that  delicate  and  unsubstantial  species  of  property  which 
is  the  growth  of  mind  and  not  of  matter)  not  merely  in 
Scotland  but  in  Britain,  and  had  rendered  the  existence 
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of  many  a  Bensitire  labourer  in  the  often  nnthftukful  and 
tmievarded  field  of  letters  leae  irksome  and  precarioaa  to 
himself  as  well  as  more  nsefiil  to  his  country  and  his 
kind.  Consider,  I  say,  a  mass  of  property  of  this  natare, 
tossed  into  the  market  end  disposed  of  during  a  period  of 
utter  discomfiture  and  depression,  and  yoo  will  then  be 
able  to  form  a  faint  idea  of  the  wreck  in  which  our  parent 
was  involved. 

"  As  to  the  causes  which  produced  the  failure  of  Messrs. 
Hurst,  Kobinson,  and  Co.,  the  London  agents  of  Constable 
and  Co.,  I  do  not  pretend  to  he  fully  informed,  but  I  have 
understood  that  they  bad  been  speculating  in  hops,  out 
of  the  proper  line  of  their  business.  There  can  be  as 
doubt,  however,  that  in  the  case  of  our  dear  parent  a  life 
of  the  most  meritorious  exertion  in  that  department  of 
commercial  enterprise  to  which  he  was  particulaily 
devoted,  was  sacrificed  (without  any  particular  error  of 
his  own)  to  that  spirit  of  gambling,  which,  like  some  evil 
genius,  had  gone  forth  into  the  world  of  capital  at  that 
time,  by  which  he  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  suf- 
ferers, and,  according  to  all  the  generally  received  notions 
of  worldly  wisdom,  least  of  all  deserved  to  become  the 
victim. 

"  I  have  thus  pat  yon  in  possession  of  a  few  of  my 
thoughts  on  this  subject.  They  are  general  views,  but 
they  will  be  found  to  be  correct ;  and  I  believe  it  may 
be  said  of  them,  as  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  said  of  the  abs- 
tract of  his  Dictionary, '  Of  an  abstract  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  say  more ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  found  that 
truth  requires  me  to  say  less.' 
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"  You  would  receive  my  letter  of  yesterday  as  to  other 
matterB.  I  trust  this  will  reach  you  iu  Loodou  before 
your  departure  for  the  land  of  i^ypt.  Pray  don't  forget 
my  commiasion  at  Alexandria.  Write  to  me  as  often 
as  you  like. — And  believe  me,  etc. 

"David  CoNBTABLa" 

David  Cosstabli  to  Heney  Constable. 

"  lukinrsiBj^  Tassoltoh,  Jan.  14,  1840. 

"  Mt  deak  Bbother, — I  was  glad  to  find  that  you  had 
received  my  letter  about  our  father's  affairs  and  Sir  Wal- 
ter Scott  safely.  It  must  have  been  an  unexpected  piece 
of  correspondence  for  you  to  receive  iu  £gypt.  I  had 
expected  that  it  might  just  reach  you  before  leavii^ 
London,  or,  at  all  events,  soon  after  yonr  arrival  in  the 
East.  The  correspondence  with  Scott  in  August  1823 
is  more  than  a  sufficient  answer  to  Lockhart's  imperti- 
nenoe,  so  far  as  our  father  is  concerned.  I  remember, 
moreover,  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  after  he  had 
returned  from  Hatton  and  was  at  Park  Place  unwell,  his 
then  BtUl  complaining  of  the  state  of  the  transactions  with 
Ballantyne  and  Co.  on  account  of  Scott,  and  expressing 
fears  that  Six  Walter  woiild  involve  himself  too  deeply 
in  paper  accommodations.  He  complained  also  that  he 
could  not  get  satisfactory  statements  as  to  the  real  state 
of  Sir  Walter's  and  the  BaUantynea'  account  with  Messrs. 
A.  C.  and  Co. 

"You  are  aware  our  father  had  been  some  time  in  Eng- 
land, and  his  heal^  was  by  no  means  re-established, 
although  considerably  improved  by  his  residence  in  tiie 
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south.  Id  the  event  of  his  Aentb,  he  vas  particnlarlj 
anxious  that  Sir  Walter  should  be  as  little  embarrassed 
as  possible,  and  more  thui  once  had  expressed  his  wishes 
to  that  effect  to  me ;  and  that  these  matters  should  be 
put  on  an  intelligible  and  clear  footing.  Sometimes  he 
would  say,  Why  did  I  not  assist  him  ?  My  answer  was. 
Show  me  how  I  can  assist  you,  and  jb  shall  be  done. 
After  considering  the  matter  with  all  the  means  of  in- 
formation which  I  could  bring  to  it,  I  thought  the  best 
thing  that  could  be  advised  was  to  have  au  able  ac- 
countant introduced  into  the  knowledge  of  the  whole 
business  transactions  of  A.  C.  and  Co.,  and  to  have  a 
balance  struck,  that  we  might  know  the  whole  lengUi, 
width,  breadth,  and  depth  of  the  matter.  Accordingly, 
I  waited  on  Mr.  Cadell,  and  proposed  that,  seeing  our 
father  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  statements 
of  Ballantyne's  account,  which  had  been  rendered  to  him 
since  his  return  to  Edinburgh,  it  would  be  the  most  satis- 
factory mode  of  proceeding,  both  for  Mr.  Cadell  as  well 
as  our  father  and  aU  concerned,  that  Mr.  Adam  Thomson, 
accountant  (who  had  lately  drawn  up  a  view  of  the  printing 
concern  for  me),  or  any  other  confidential  person, — a  regu- 
lar accountant  however,  should  be  introduced  into  the 
knowledge  of  the  whole  transactions,  and  produce  a 
balance-sheet  which  any  man  of  business  might  be  able 
to  understand.  It  was  not  without  considerable  diffi- 
culty that  I  got  Mr.  Cadell  to  agree  to  this.  After  more 
than  one  conversation  on  the  subject,  and  several  notes 
which  passed  between  us,  he  however  agreed  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  accountant,  on  the  understanding  that  the  pro- 
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ceeding  was  to  be  held  etrictly  private  and  confidential, 
which  to  this  hour  in  which  I  write  it  haa  beec,  so 
far  as  I  was  concerned,  with  the  exception,  of  course,  of 
such  perBons  as  were  necessarily  to  be  advised  witlL  It 
was  agreed  in  the  above-mentioned  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Cadell  that  the  accountant  should  carry  on  his  examina- 
tion in  the  premises  of  A.  C.  and  Co.,  ^o.  1  Princes  Street, 
and  the  books  of  the  concern  were  accordingly  submitted 
to  Mr.  Thomson's  investigation,  who  entered  on  the  pre- 
paration of  such  a  statement  as  that  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  commenced  checking  the  different  leading 
accounts  of  the  concern.  I  called  more  than  once  on 
Mr.  Thomson  to  learn  how  the  statement  was  proceeding, 
and  found  after  the  lapse  of  several  weeks  that  he  had  got 
as  far  as  the  cash-account,  but  that  there  some  delay  or 
check  to  his  labours  had  taken  place.  I  afterwards  learned 
'  that  Sir  Walter  Scott,  on  hearing  that  Mr.  Adam  Thomson 
was  engaged  on  the  above  statement,  had  called  on  our 
fother  at  Park  Place,  and  bad  objected  to  his  dealings 
with  the  house  of  A.  C.  and  Co.  being  submitted  to  an 
accountant,  and  in  fact  bad  insisted  that  the  investigation 
should  proceed  no  farther.  Who  told  Sir  Walter  that 
such  a  statement  was  in  progress  I  know  not ;  he  did  not 
get  tiie  information  ftom  me ;  and  certainly  had  our  father 
advised  with  me  before  giving  up  his  own  view  to  Sir 
Walter  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  I  should  have 
been  the  last  person  to  have  advised  against  my  own 
advice. . . .  Such  a  statement  as  that  of  Mr.  Adam  Thomson 
would  have  gone  far  to  have  emancipated  Sir  Walter  Scott 
and  set  bitn  free.    At  all  events,  there  would  then  have 
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been  no  room  for  niystifioation  in  sny  quarter.  When  I 
perceived,  therefore,  that  Sir  Walter  Scott'a  infloenoe 
had  been  used  to  prevent  the  effectual  attainmeiit  4f 
this  object,  my  di^ust  was  not  the  leas  Jiifiiwii  'becaoae 
confined  to  my  own  breast ;  the  feat  at  injuring  the  credit 
of  the  concern,  and  a  deois  to  avoid  whatever  might  be 
injurious  to  the  iaterest  of  Sir  Walter,  made  me  remain 
pasiiiK  ^rtien  it  would  have  been  better  for  all  concerned 
that  I  had  persevered,  or  rather  have  urged  our  father  to 
persevere,  in  the  matt«r  of  the  accountant.  So  much  fra 
theae  matters  at  present.  .  .  .  David  Constable." 

Acquitting  all  concerned  of  any  intention  to  defrand 
the  public,  or  to  take  undue  advantage  of  each  other,  and 
admitting  that  had  Mr.  BobinBon  re&ained  from  ex- 
traneous speculation,  his  Scottish  correspondents  were 
apparently  in  the  way  to  emancipation  when  the  crisis 
came,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  were  all  alike  culp- 
able, in  having  united  to  maintain  a  system  of  fictitious 
credit. 

The  auUioress  of  Mystijieaiimis  tells  ns  of  a  certain 
noble  lady  whose  experience  had  taught  her  that  the  most 
effective  method  for  getting  rid  of  a  temptation  is  to  yield 
to  it ;  and  an  old  nuisery  rhyme,  known  probably  to  all 
my  readers,  insists  so  pertinaciously  in  presenting  itself 
to  my  imagination,  as  bearing  a  striking  ajialogy  to  the 
circumstances  and  results  of  this  sad  story,  that  like  the 
Lady  Christian  I  shall  yield  to  temptation  and  quote  it 
here. 

The  legend  tells  of  e  criminal  aasocialion,  and  attributes 
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-without  hesitation  to  each  iudividual  of  the  society  the 
natuie  and  extent  of  his  complicity,  thus : — 

"  Thii  u  the  mui  that  broke  the  bun, 
Tfaie  ii  the  mao  that  trtole  the  corn. 
This  !•  the  nkan  that  mt  awa*, 
Thin  is  the  man  that  Btoqd  and  aaw, — aod 
Thie  ii  the  man  that  pud  for  a'." 

I  shall  not  venture  to  individualize  or  apportion  with 
TefereDce  to  the  first  four,  and  it  is  I  believe  onneces- 
sar;  that  I  affix  a  relative  personality  to  the  fifth,  whom 
Mr.  Lockhart  has  represented  as  morally  responsihle  ht 
the  disaster  in  which  all  ware  alike  tnTrAvefl. 

Seriously  crippled  though  Archibald  Constable  and 
Company  had  been  by  the  secession  of  Mi,  Hunter  and 
tiie  death  of  Mr.  Cathcart,  there  is  no<  reason  to  doubt, 
that  had  the  partners  acted  upon  the  prudent  counsels  of 
Mr.  Gilchrist,  fmd  their  steady  friend  Mr.  Oibson,  although 
they  might  have  failed  to  secure  the  brilliant  patrons^  of 
Sii  Walter  Scott,  they  would  have  kept  their  place  in  the 
front  rank  of  their  profession,  and  the  fortune  of  at  least 
one  of  the  partners  might  have  been  very  different  at  the 
close  of  life. 

In  hke  manner,  Mr.  James  Ballantyne,  who  was  with- 
out a  doubt  the  best  printer  of  his  day,  might — but  for 
the  entanglements  in  which  the  friendsliip  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott  involved  him — have  found  his  way  to  wealth  as 
well  as  fame ;  and  Sir  Walter  himself,  had  he  been  con- 
tent to  let  his  acres  wait  upon  his  fortune,  and  left  the 
cares  and  risks  of  trade  to  others, — although  the  world 
might  have  been  the  poorer  for  wanting  the  gimid  lesson 
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his  last  years  afforded,  of  hoQoatable  derotion  to  what  he 
coDceived  his  highest  duty, — would  have  heen  far  happier 
and  more  prosperous,  and  need  never  have  penned  the 
following  sad  entry  in  bis  diary  : — 

April  IStt.,  1828. — "It  is  written  that  nothing  shall 
Sourish  under  my  shadow ;  the  Ballantynes,  Terry,  Nelson, 
Weber,  all  came  to  distress.  Nature  has  written  on  my 
brow.  Your  shade  shall  be  broad,  but  there  shall  be  no 
protection  derived  from  it  to  aught  you  favour." 
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Of  the  r^ard  entertained  for  1117  fmther,  uid  tbe  luRb  eitiiii>tio<i 
in  which  he  wm  held  u  a  public  benefactor,  abundant  evidence  ia 
afforded  bj  the  reception  given  by  the  oewapapera  of  the  day  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  miafortnnea  that  befdl  him  in  Jannaiy  162t{,  and  of 
hia  death  on  July  21,  1S27.  ^e  exttacta  whioh  follow  an  from 
Notice!  that  appeared  at  the  time  in  the  public  jonmala. 

Ob  thi  Cenaa  or  1S2S-26. 

"  Tbe  Jfornind  Herald  ot  yaiterday  atates — '  The  book  trade  waa 
never  known  to  be  in  ao  depnaaed  a  itate  ai  at  the  present  time.  The 
Bank  of  England  baa  refoied  for  the  laat  three  weeka  to  diaconnt  any 
bookaeller's  bilL  Nothing  can  be  more  confirmatory  of  the  falling  off 
in  the  bookaelling  bnaineaa  than  the  fact  of  tbe  two  principal  book- 
aellen,  Constable  and  Murray,  having  become  Number  publiahera.' 

"A  more  unfounded  and  mora  miachievoua  statement  than  the 
above  never  fonnd  ita  way  into  a  uewapaper.  We  can  atate  of  onr 
own  knowledge,  that  the  bookaellera  have  experienced  no  inch  rafnial 
from  the  Bank  ot  En^and,  and  that  their  bills  to  a  large  amount  have 
been  diaconnted  by  that  body  ciwry  Wednadat/  dnring  the  laat  twelve 
montha.  That  the  Buik  ahould  single  ont  10  reopectsble  a  bodyaa  the 
bookaeUera  of  thia  meitoopolii  for  proscription,  would  indeed  suppose 
that  corporation  possessed  of  a  degree  of  stupidity  and  malignity 
altogether  uneiampled  in  the  annals  of  cotnmeroe.  We  need  hardly 
observe,  that  the  property  inveated  in  the  book  trade  is  immense,  and 
that  many  of  the  bookaellers  are  ponened  of  very  large  capitals 
indeed.  Many  single  booksellers  own  stocks  to  the  value  of  £60,000, 
£100,000,  etc.  But  when  we  come  to  parteershipa,  what  immeoae 
stocks  are  owned  by  the  honses  of  Longman,  Whittaker,  Baldwin, 
Hunt,  Cadell,  Sherwood,  mvington,  Lackington,  Butterworth,  Clarke, 
etc  etc.  On  the  book  trade  of  London,  an  immense  number  of  families 
employed  in  the  different  stages,  from  the  manufacture  of  pi^r  to  the 
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printing,  to  Bay  notluDg  of  anthon,  are  dependeot  for  anlmatene^  and 
naj  inJLuy  to  the  credit  of  tlie  bookBellen  would  be  one  of  the  greateat 
cnUmitiet  th&t  ever  befell  the  oonnti?.  Tbftt  an  indiTtdiud  or  «  honae 
may  in  this,  u  veil  aa  in  all  other  branclte*  of  commerce,  occaaioiiallf 
over-trade,  we  all  know,  bnt  that  the  whole  body  ahoold  be  found 
OTei^tnding  would  iodeed  be  a  miracle.  Of  all  tnuie*,  too,  the  bocA 
tr«de  it  that  leaat  liable  to  flactnatioa,  depending  tlmost  pntirely  on 
home  oonsiunption.  We  will  answer  for  it,  that  there  ia  no  branoh  of 
trade  in  the  country  in  which  the  demand  ia  ao  uniform,  and,  cod- 
■eqaently,  where  the  inducement*  to  over-trade  ue  bo  few. 

"  With  respect  to  the  particular  individuala  aimed  at,  Mr.  Hurray 
and  Mr.  Constabls,  we  can  only  eay  that  we  do  not  see  how,  at  a  time 
when  an  iminense  craving  haa  been  manifested  by  tike  great  body  of 
the  people  for  booka  of  a  better  description  than  that  which  they  have 
hitherto  had,  and  that  a  epecalation  in  the  supply  for  this  new  demand 
promises  to  be  attended  with  profit,  a  bookseller  should  heaitate  to 
embark  his  capital  in  it  any  more  than  in  any  other  mode  of  publica- 
tion. The  supply  of  the  body  of  the  people  with  books  enteia  more 
and  more  every  year  into  the  calculationa  of  bookselleiB.  In  fac^  the 
demand  of  the  body  of  the  people  haa  given  quits  a  new  otHnplanoa 
to  the  trade  of  Uttf  yeora.  Formerly,  a  book  wbioh  did  not  sell,  in  a 
year  or  two  went,  as  *  matter  of  courae,  to  the  tmnk-maker.  Now, 
the  remainder  of  an  edition,  after  a  certain  time,  is  disposed  of  at 
trade-saleB,  to  a  numerous  claas  of  booksellers  on  a  small  scale,  through 
whom  it  is  distributed  through  every  part  of  the  melfopolH  and  the 
country,  for  the  uonveoietioe  of  purchasera  in  humble  life.  This  trade 
has  sprung  up  within  our  own  remecabrsnce  of  the  metropolis.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  ConataUe  will  be  amply  remunerated  for  his 
spirited  attempt  to  enlist  men  of  the  first  genius  and  talents  to  write 
for  tbe  impToveroent  of  the  great  body  of  the  people — an  attempt  for 
which  he  deserves  the  thanks  of  every  one  who  has  the  welfare  trf  tlie 
people  at  heart.  This  project  of  Mr.  Constable's  was,  we  know,  planned 
long  before  the  present  commercial  embairaasments.  If  Mr.  Morrsiy 
has  emb^ked  in  •  similar  attempt,  we  have  no  doubt  he  haa  equally 
good  raasons  for  it,  hut  the  information  is  new  to  us.  Some  of  the 
iirat  publieatioae  of  the  country  have  beeu  iuned  in  numbers. 

"This  much  we  have  deemed  it  but  jnsticeto  say  in  behalf  of  adasn 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  country,  and  so  respective  in  iteell  At 
a  season  of  alum  like  the  present^  such  a  porsgraph  msy,  if  not 
instantly  contradicted,  do  much  mischief." — Tht  Mormng  Chvnkk, 
A'or.  30,  1325. 
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"THIIOOEB 
'■ '  A  bM-rj  wit  Bhall  hang  at  erery  lord : ' 

So  inug  Dan  Pope  ;  but  'pon  my  wonl. 
He  was  a  utorr-Uller, 

Or  elH  the  timra  haTe  altered  quite, 

For  wits,  or  haavy  now,  or  light, 

Hans  each  by  a  bookseller.' 

S.T.  C. 
"  Of  all  the  rerolntiona  ttutt  have  tkken  place  in  modem  timea— or 
it  ahonld  perhap*  rather  be  aaid  of  all  the  impiDTamenti  which  the 
inoreaaing  spirit  and  refining  taate  of  thoM  tjtnea  have  brought  abont, 
tbe  greateat  in  iti  natnre,  and  the  moat  benefidAl  in  ita  infloeiice,  la 
that  whioh  hsa  taken  place  in  the  world  of  letter* — whieh  hat  removed 
entirelj  that  inoompetent  and  Inmbering  class  of  middle-nua —  patrons 
— which  has  elevated  the  bookaeller  into  the  character  of  the  common 
agent  of  the  inatrootors  and  ihv  instructed — and  thereby  placed  the 
literature  of  E^and  even  higher  in  the  intellectnal  scale  than  the 
liberality  of  her  institntions,  and  tbe  Mmsequeut  vigoni  of  her  people, 
[dace  her  in  the  political  one. 

"  Soarcely  a  oentnry  has  elapaed  since  the  poitala  of  fame  to  men  of 
genina,  and  the  portab  of  knowledge  and  intellectual  entertainment  to 
all  tbe  people,  were  kept  by  the  Cerberi  of  the  anstocraoy.  In  those 
daya  neither  the  authors  nor  the  publishers  of  books  were  freemen ; 
they  were  serfs  depending  npon  the  pleaanre  of  haughty  peers  and 
aancy  oMutien ;  and,  although  one  of  the  former  happened  to  possess 
wisdom  that  oonld  iastract,  or  genius  that  conld  delight  the  age,  he 
had  not  even  a  ebanoe  of  being  permitted  to  impart  knowledge  or 
in^nre  delight,  nnleas  he  in  the  first  place  oondesoended  to  stand  otip 
in  hand  until  some  lordling  pleased  to  cease  from  carening  his  favourite 
de^  or  until  some  minion  of  the  court  had  bound  him  to  sink  and 
stain  himself  in  tb*  black  flood  of  political  intrigue  ;~>and  even  when 
he  did  obtain  a  hearing,  he  wss  ftun  (or  rather  let  ua  hope  forced)  to 
aet  a  Gain's  mark  of  bis  own  degradation  on  the  forehead  of  his  book 
— to  plant  talents  and  virtnes  in  a  region  whieh,  in  respect  of  these, 
Heaven  had  caraed  with  eternal  barrennesa.  When,  indeed,  we  collect 
some  half-dozen  of  even  classical  books — booka  by  men  of  sterling 
talent,  and  16ok  at  the  prodigiously  great  and  good  men  to  whom 
these  are  dedicated,  and  then  turn  to  the  memorials  of  their  times, 
which  tbe  impartial  judge  has  seen  meet  to  spare,  without  finding  so 
mnch  as  a  single  trace  of  all  this  wisdom  and  all  this  worth,  we  are 
apt  to  imagine  that  of  all  perishable  things  the  talents  and  the  virtnes 
of  official  tnd  titled  persons  an  the  most  perishable ;  for  really,  if  it 
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Tsre  not  for  the  veiT  sin  of  the  anthon  in  having  liad  Uiur  patenn* 
into  Temembrtmce,  there  would  not  be  one  indication  of  the  biCMl  in 
the  wotU'*  annalt. 

"  Whftt  a  change  bai  now  taken  place  t  A  litemy  man  of  the  pve- 
•ent  day  would  aa  aoon  think  of  seeking  p«troDage  from  the  Emperor 
of  Anstria,  or  setting  forth  the  talenta  and  the  virtnw  of  the  Spanidi 
Ferdinand,  a*  of  placing  bis  hopM  of  a  hearing  with  the  pnblio  apon 
the  foremost  noUeman  in  the  land ;  and,  aa  for  courtien,  a  raconi' 
mendation  of  the  moat  noble  Hertford  or  hia  Grace  of  the  Biazeii 
Achilles,  wonld  be  no  better  panport  in  the  Row  than  a  certificate 
from  Aldgate  Pump.  The  poblic — those  fifteen  millians  of  peapde 
'within  the  four  mm'  of  oar  'snag  little  isUnd,'  the  far  greater 
majority  of  whom,  above  the  year*  of  mere  infancy,  not  only  can  road 
bnt  do  read,  are  the  patrons  of  genins  and  of  teaming  ;  and  o-rtof 
achool  that  is  fonnded,  no  matter  by  whom, — every  literary  or  soicm- 
tiflc  institution  that  is  established,  no  matter  nnder  what  appellation, 
—  is  another  pledge  and  another  secnrity,  not  only  that  the  informa- 
tion, and  throagh  that  all  the  active  energiai  of  this  oountry  shall  noi 
langnish  and  decline,  but  that  tbsy  are  floarishing  and  will  flonriab, 
with  a  vigour  of  which  the  boldest  imagination  cannot  even  now 
pietnro  the  extent.  Under  snch  a  patronage —  so  general,  that  it  can- 
not be  affected  by  caprice, — so  powerful,  tlwt  it  cannot  be  deaboyed 
either  by  accident  or  by  design, — and  w  liberal,  that  it*  rewards  mnat 
always  be  in  the  full  measure,  proportioned  to  that  whiob  is  oKred  to 
it — every  talent  that  can  either  discover  new  utility,  or  invent  new 
amnsemeut.  or  which  can  so  vary  the  old  a*  to  give  them  Bomewhat  of 
l^e  charm  of  novelty,  is  sure  to  meet  with  its  fnit  and  honeat  recom- 

"  This  change  has  brought  the  pablisbera  of  books  into  an  attitude 
of  the  greatest  iTnportance  and  honour  ;- — it  baa  made  them  the  con- 
necting link  between  the  people  of  England  and  that  which  haa  made, 
is  making,  and  aball  continae  to  make,  the  people  of  England  sapeiior 
to  the  people  of  every  land  where  intellect  has  not  the  saineimbonnded 
•oo))e.  The  result  haa  been  that,  aa  in  all  aimilar  eases,  the  men  have 
risen  both  in  character  and  in  affluence,  aa  their  statna  and  importance 
in  society  have  been  raised.  When  tbey  lived  hnddled  together  in 
tiieir  amall  shops,  and  waited  the  sanction  of  this  or  the  other  patmn, 
before  they  dared  venture  to  publish,  they  were  men  of  narrow  and 
illiberal  views,  and,  in  point  of  opnlenoe,  far  down  in  the  scale  of 
metropolitan  citisens ;  bat  they  and  those  to  whom  they  give  employ- 
ment have  now  risen  to  Ute  very  topi  and  bUting  the  Court  of  Alder- 
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men  u  a  teat  of  dvio  wealth  and  looil  respecUbility,  tJiere  are  mote 
of  its  members  oonneoted  with  tbe  book-tnde  tbse  with  BI17  other 
three  tnuJes  JD  the  capital  Perhaps  also  the  qnantity  of  labour  which 
they  emplojr  is  fn^ater,  and  in  many  branches  of  it  more  ioteltectnal 
and  infieniona,  than  that  which  is  employed  in  any  other  branch  of 
indnatry.  There  is  none  in  which  the  manafactnred  article  is  so  valn- 
kbk,  even  in  a  merelv  mercantile  point  of  view,  as  compared  with  the 
raw  material  from  which  it  is  made ;  and  though  thfi  taies  are  cer- 
tainly not  the  moat  liberal  or  jndidona  on  the  rtatnte-book,  there  are 
few  branches  of  indnatTy  which  produce  a  fcreattT  revenue  to  the  atate. 
Let  any  one  imapue  bow  many  paper-maketa,  typefounders,  engine- 
makera,  printers,  bobkbindera,  sbopheeTiera,  and  af^nta,  the  milliona 
of  works  (for  taking;  them  in  all  their  variety,  there  are  millions^  which 
are  annnally  pnblished  in  England  must  employ. — to  all  of  which  the 
bookseller  ia  really  the  moving  power — the  grand  engine  that  pnta  the 
whole  in  motion ;  and  then  their  great  value  in  B  political  point  of 
view  may  be  gueased  at.  When  to  this  are  added  their  intellectnsl 
and  moral  influence,  the  talents  which  they  create  [for  without  them 
tboae  talents  woold  lie  dormant,  and  therefore  be  of  no  more  nae  than 
if  they  did  not  exiat),  it  in  certainly  not  aaying  too  much  to  describe 
them  aa  at  once  the  most  immrtant  and  the  moat  generally  influential 
profession  in  the  whole  kin&dom. 

"  Tt  ia  true  that  the  bookaellera  of  tbe  present  day  have,  not  in  one 
instance,  but  in  hnndreda  of  inatancea,  become  rich  beyond  all  former 
precedent ;  but  their  richea  have  not,  like  the  riches  of  mere  specula- 
ton,  been  obtained  by  a  transfer  of  thoae  of  others, — nor  have  they, 
like  the  comparatively  small  posBessioDS  of  the  elder  bibliopoles,  been 
IHYinnd  out  of  an  oppressed  and  degraded  literati :  they  have  become 
rich,  because  they  have  opened  the  mines  of  intellect  to  the  people ; 
and  just  aa  tbey  have  been  liberal  to  thoae  who  have  aupplied  them 
with  materiala,  the  pnblic  has  been  liberal  to  them — or  perhaps,  one 
should  aay,  just  to  itaelf. 

"  Constable  of  Edinbureh  was  perhaps  tbe  first  who  saw  clearly  the 
advantages  of  this  liberality;  Murray  soon  followed  ;  nor  was  it  long 
ere,  with  a  very  few  eiceptions,  tbe  whole  trade  adopted  the  name 
system,- -so  that  now,  unless  it  be  from  those  who  have  mistaken  their 
man  or  their  occupation,  we  hear  nothing  of  the  illiberslity  of  book- 
seQers.  No  doubt  they  are  still  cautious  with  stningen ;  but  this 
cautioD,  instead  of  an  injury  to  the  pnblic,  is  a  service :  inasmuch  as 
the  bookaeller,  byincurring  the  whole  of  his  expenae  before  be  ia  certain 
of  realizing~a  single  shilling  plays  a  gsme  which  is  more  hazardous 
VOL,  m,  2  H 
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tbaa  that  of  an  oriinarj  meiohuit,  whoM  good*,  however  injodiciooalj 
he  m&j  buy  tJiem,  are  ilwaTi  Boie  to  fetch  •  certain  portiuk  of  th* 

"  Auotber  proof  of  the  hberahty  and  diacenunent  of  the  boolueUrai 
ia  the  readiDeu  with  which  the;  adapt  the  form  and  mode  of  publiah- 
iug  their  booka  to  the  spirit  of  tiie  timca.  Since  the  reading  pablie 
became  the  worhl  generallj,  and  Dot  the  merely  profeBaioual  stndenla, 
a  new  litaiature  hu  been  demanded,  and  it  haa  been  demanded  in  a 
new  ions.  Men,  whose  oocupations  are  connected  with  the  pa  whig 
time,  have  become  the  majority  of  readeis,  and  they  accordingly  deaire 
that  the  reading  shall  alto  not  only  be  connected  with  the  paaaiag  tim^ 
but  ihall  oome  in  portion*  as  that  time  paaaea.  Eenoe  the  great 
demand  for  periodical  literature  i  and  hence,  too,  the  breaking  dowi 
of  larger  works  into  numben,  ao  that  they  may  be  publiehed  peziodi- 
<Mlly. 

"  This,  which  bc^an  with  obscurer  publiahers,  and  with  woika  of  a 
Iea>  important  nature,  is  extending  itself  over  the  whole  trwle,  and 
over  the  whole  empire  of  lettera,  in  snch  a  way  a*  proves  that  reading 
is  becoming  univenal  both  a*  to  the  readers  and  the  subjects  read."— 
ifeuu  <^  LUeroiure,  Dtc  10,  1625. 

"CoNSTASLl'fl  Hbcsllakt." 
"The  name  of  Constable  baa  itrong  claim*  to  respect  from  those 
who  feel  an  intereat  in  the  literary  honours  of  Scotland.  To  hnndieds 
it  has  been  the  passport  to  fame,  to  cousequmce,  and  to  emolument ; 
and  it  is  indeed  oetocjoted  with  almost  every  work  of  genius  which 
has  appeared  in  the  last  and  brightest  period  of  our  hterary  history. 
It  would  be  ungrateful  in  the  Press  and  the  PubUc  to  forget  this  ; 
and  we  can  truly  say,  therefore,  that  it  give*  us  sincere  pleasure  to  see 
that  name  reappear,  after  an  interval  of  gloom  and  inisfortune^  in 
connexion  with  a  work  of  undisputed  utility.  This  First  Volume  of  the 
Miscellany  is  now  ready,  and  we  hope  will  meet  with  the  encourage- 
ment which  it  amply  merits.  It  is  a  reprint  of  Captain  Hall's  veiy 
interesting  Voyage  to  Loo-Choo,  with  various  vlditionB,  and,  among 
others,  an  account  of  hia  interview  with  Bonaparte  in  1817.  This 
small  volume,  neatly  printed,  enable*  the  reader  to  obtain,  for  three  shil- 
lings, what  would  cost  in  another  aliape  twelve  or  fourteen.  The  plan  of 
progressive  publication  in  weekly  numbera  put*  it  within  the  reach  of 
all  but  ^e  very  poorest  classes,  while  the  style  of  its  typography,  and 
it*  general  appearance,  render  it  not  unworthy  of  a  plaoe  in  the  hbtarica 
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of  the  opulent. — When  the  work  wm  projeated,  more  thmn  twelve 
montiie  ago,  we  mtidfMted  th«t  it  Would  become  lughly  popular,  and 
be  in  f«ot  the  puent  of  a  race  of  pnblioatioQt  whioh  would  gire  »  new 
impalae  to  the  diffnaion  of  kaowledge.  We  ^ere  not  mittakBii,  for, 
preTiou  to  the  melamclioly  revuiiion  in  trade  which  plunged  bo  m&ny 
panoDB  in  dirtren,  and  luapended  the  publication  at  the  moment  when 
it  was  on  the  eve  of  atarting,  it  h»d  obtained  the  uopreCedented  nnnber 
of  Iburteen  thonund  snlwcriben  !  The  mbject  is  one  upon  which  we 
ooold  easily  enlarge  :  bnt  as  we  conld  probably  uy  nothing  batter 
thMl  we  have  laid  already,  we  ihall  cloae  this  notioe  with  au  extraiit 
from  an  artiole  which  we  pnbliabed  on  the  14th  Deoembet  1825. 

"  To  eatimate  what  may  be  the  effect  of  thia  cUm  of  worka,  let  tu 
look  to  the  recent  chaingeB  in  anr  literatore.  Hiere  are  two  speciea  of 
pnblicationa  whioh  hare  gi*en  a  new  impnlce  to  thought,  and  prodigi- 
onaly  accelerated  the  progreaa  of  knowledge  within  the  laat  aiity  year* 
— we  mean  Enoycloprndiai  and  BeviewB  which  deal  in  diacnaaion. 
Both  of  theae  owe  some  portion  of  their  naefnlneaa  to  a  dronmatauce 
oommon  to  all  periodicata — that,  coming  out  in  parte,  tbey  neither  preu 
heavily  on  the  tine  Dor  the  pnrae,  and  are  thna  within  the  reach  of 
mnltitadea  in  the  middle  and  loww  walka  of  aooiety.  Tbe  former 
made  icientifio  knowledge  and  general  information  more  widely  aooea- 
aible ;  the  latter  familiariied  the  people  with  the  principles  of  philo- 
sophy, and  taught  them  to  take  comprehenaive  views  of  paaaiiig  events 
and  of  their  own  situation.  Bnt  both  from  their  nature  are  subject  to 
raatrictionB.  The  one  can  take  in  no  article  which  exceeds  30  or  40 
octavo  pages,  and  exolndes  some  specie*  of  reading  altogether  i  the 
other,  being  compelled  by  its  plan  to  embrace  many  subjects  which, 
nobody  carta  for,  can  assign  bnt  a  small  space  to  others  which  are  far 
more  attractive.  A  Life  of  Washington  or  Nelson  in  two  Tolnmei,  a 
Bistory  of  India  in  three  volnmee,  a  Narrative  of  Hall's  Voyages  of  a 
similar  siie,  ooold  find  admission  into  neither.  Yet  many  readers  will 
deem  tiiese  as  interesting  and  profitable  as  anything  in  the  pages  of  a 
B«view,  and  for  ninety-nine  in  a  houdred  they  are  infinitely  more  attrao- 
tive  than  a  long  treatise  on  Botany,  Mineralogy,  or  the  Oenos  Mamntaiia, 
An  Bncyclopndia  is  a  work  three-fourths  of  which  are  nteenarily  nse- 
leas  to  its  possessor ;  bat  in  a  Miscellany,  fettered  by  no  system  in  the 
com^lin^  nine  parte  in  ten  will  have  a  valoe  to  every  reader.  Of  our 
modem  Hagaanes,  Med  np  with  Jkuh  and  flummery,  it  is  needless  to 
spnk.  They  sparkle  like  champagne  at  the  moment  of  decanting, 
bnt  are  so  stale  and  rapid  one  month  after  they  issue  from  the  press, 
that  no  man  out  of  his  dotage  ever  opens  them  a  seoond  time,     An 
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BaeydopBdia  in  20  Tolnmn  costs  forty  ponndi :  and,  for  tin  mom 
aam,  thow  who  Bubacribfl  for  >  MucelluiT  of  this  kind,  yriSl  h%ve  » 
library  of  266  Tolamei,  in  every  one  of  which  an  ordicary  reader  will 
find  initmction  or  rational  amnsenient.  Id  short,  the  great  tnerit  (^ 
thit  project  is,  that  the  principle  of  progressiTC  and  periodical  publica- 
tion, which  has  so  many  advantaf^es,  bat  has  hitherto  been  applied 
only  to  a  few  old  standard  books,  to  ephemera]  diaeturions,  and  sum- 
maries of  science,  is  rendered  applicable  to  the  great  floating  mass  et 
our  literatare,  and  thns  fnniiahea  a  prodigiona  engine  for  the  diftiidm 
of  every  species  of  nsefol  and  oniamental  knowledge  through  the 
lower  and  middle  classes  of  society.  We  anticipate  one  farther,  and, 
in  oar  opinion,  very  great  advantage,  from  the  eetablishnient  of  mch 
publications.  Oenerally  tpeaking,  at  present,  book*  are  esteemed  by  all 
peraons  in  the  middle  and  lover  ranks,  as  something  of  the  nature  of 
Inxniiee  or  •uperflnities.  They  are  something  which  it  is  very  coo- 
Yenient  and  pleasant  to  have,  but  which  can  quite  well  be  wanted. 
CMnal  circumstanaes  make  an  individual  lay  ant  half  a  guinea  or  a 
gtilnea,  at  a  rare  Jonctnre,  npon  aome  rolume  which  strike*  hia  fancy ; 
but  no  man  (a  profeoed  ooIIectDr  ezoepted)  seta  apart  a  portion  of  his 
income  to  bay  hooka,  as  he  does  to  buy  feod,  clothes,  or  furniture.  Now, 
it  eocuis  to  ns  that  when  three  or  four  of  the  great  pnblishing  Bock- 
seUers  have  commenced  their  Misoellaniee,  and  have  thna  broken  down 
the  mass  of  onr  mental  aliment  (as  cbandlere  do  onr  corporeal  food) 
into  portions  for  daily  and  weekly  oonsamption,  literature  will  take 
its  rank  among  the  neetnaria  of  life,  and  a  library  will  be  oonsidered 
— as  it  ought  to  be  by  every  man  in  decent  circimiataiicea — an  indis- 
pensable part  ot  bonsebold  fumitnre.  ]pew  persons  wanM  want  a 
collectioa  of  books,  if  one  adapted  to  their  taatea  and  habits  could  be 
procnred  by  laying  oat  a  shilling  weekly.  But  we  hesitate  when 
£2,  12s.  are  to  be  expended  in  bnying  only  two  quartos  or  four  octavoa 
— first,  becauie  so  large  a  sum  as  13b.  or  26s.  can  til  be  spared  at  once ; 
secondly,  because,  when  books  are  at  such  a  price,  we  despur  of 
forming  a  useful  collection  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  b«  we  cannot  get  what 
we  would  wish,  we  find  few  sitigle  volnmes  bo  tempting  as  to  break 
through  onr  habit,  and  put  our  bands  in  our  pockets.  Bat  thing* 
will  be  greatly  changed  when  the  fi2s.  which  buys  only  fonr  volume* 
at  present,  perhaps  on  one  single  subjeot,  will  buy  seventeen  volume* 
of  eqnal  size  as  to  reading,  *4id  embracing  a  great  variety  of  instruc- 
tive or  interesting  matVir.  -  In  a  few  years,  we  predict  that  every 
young  man,  when  hie  apprentioeship  is  done,  will  lay  aside  a  shilling 
weekly  tor  books — that  a  young  couple  taking  up  house  will  recko* 
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tiiirfy  or  forty  Tolnmea  of  ConBtable'a  Miscellauf  m  indiapeDiable  m  a 
cheat  of  drawer*,  or  mi  eight-day  clock — and  that  the  queetioa '  Who 
i»  your  Bookseller ! '  wiU  be  as  pertment  in  every  decent  family  m 
'Who  ia  your  grocer'  or  'clothier!'" — Seotmtan  qf  Jaawiry  6, 
1827. 

"  Ob  Thanday  last,  the  19th  CDrt,,  the  old,  exteunve,  and  respect- 
able house  of  Meun.  A.  Constable  and  Co.  suspended  payment — an 
erent  so  wholly  unexpected  that  it  is  difficnlt  to  say  whether  regret 
or  Borprise  most  pTcdominated  at  its  announcement.  For  mora  than 
thirty  years  Mr.  Constable  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  bookselling 
interest  in  Scotlaad ;  and,  without  even  excepting  the  London  biblio- 
poles, where,  we  ask,  is  the  individual  who,  within  that  time,  baa 
pnbliahed  so  many  nandard  works  t  The  Waverley  Novels — the 
Poems  and  Miscellaneous  Wrltioge  of  Sir  Walter  Scott — the  Works  of 
Stewart,  Playfair,  Leslie,  and  Brown — the  Supplement  to  the  Edin- 
bnrgh  Eucyclopeedia— Edinburgh  Review,  Annual  Register,  Gazetteer, 
and  a  hundred  other  books  of  approved  ezcelleoce,  have  all  borne  the 
imprint  already  alluded  to;  and  not  a  few  of  our  English  authors, 
attracted  by  the  fame  of  Mr.  Constable,  have  been  glad  to  avail  them- 
selvea  of  his  servicea  to  introduce  their  works  to  public  notice.  Twenty- 
five  years  have  nearly  elapsed  since  the  first  number  of  the  Edlaborgh 
Review  appeared,  and  at  that  time  more  than  one  bookseller  was 
deterred  from  afiixing  hia  naine  to  a  publication  which,  however  full 
of  literary  promise,  aspired  from  the  Urst  to  a  character  of  sturdy 
independence.  Mr.  Constable,  however,  calculated  better,  and  the 
event  fully  justified  his  expectations.  Not  many  year*  ago  14,000 
copies  of  this  publication  were  printed  and  sold  four  times  in  the  year; 
and,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  the  same  number  may  be 
droulated  stUl.  The  property  of  such  a  popular  work  must  have 
yielded  a  very  handsome  income,  even  whea  shared  by  the  gifted 
editor  and  his  able  coadjutors ;  and  we  believe  we  do  not  exaggerate 
when  we  say  ttiat,  with  one  exception,  the  Edinburgh  Review  has  pnt 
more  money  into  the  pockets  of  eminent  hterary  men  than  all  the 
periodicals  of  the  present  age.  Though  the  organ  of  a  party,  and 
sometimes  nDneceseanly  keen  and  rancorous  in  discusaioo,  its  merits 
far  outweigh  ita  defects ;  and  the  fine  pbiloeophy,  critical  aciunen,  and 
strong,  straightforward,  manly  sense,  by  which  it  has  ever  been 
characterized,  have  had  no  slight  inlLuence  upon  the  opinions,  feelings, 
and  even  the  fortunes  of  the  British  people.  Had  Mr.  Constable 
published  nothing  else,  bis  name  would  have  been  advantageously 
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knowD  to.  the  pnblic ;  bat  witb  to  many  other  oUima  to  »tt«atioB, 
thftt  nuui  miut  be  devoid  of  every  generou  emotion  who  does  not 
sympathize  in  hi«  present  misfortunes.  Time  wouH  fail  nt  wete  vi 
to  eoumente  all  the  friendless  authors  he  has  from  tiine  to  time  taken 
by  the  band,  and  whose  vorks  have  been  launched  into  the  world 
under  the  moat  favourable  auspices,  even  when  the  prospect  of  profit 
was  distant  or  doubtful  During  the  last  twenty  yean  the  most 
emineut  men  in  Great  Britain  have  frequented  his  shop,  and  sat  at  his 
table ;  and  were  the  buainess  history  of  Mr.  Constable  writteii  with  wnoe- 
tbing  like  the  minuteness  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  JobnBon.  it  would  be  toy 
difficult  to  conceive  a  book  that  wonld  be  either  more  inatmctivB  or 
amusing.  The  BcoUman,  we  are  glad  to  perceive,  faints  that  the  em- 
barrassmeDtB  oE  A.  Constable  and  Co.  will  only  be  of  a  temporary 
nature  ;  and  rumour  adds  that  the  house  has  been  brought  into  its  pre- 
sent situation  by  the  failure  of  a  great  company  in  London.  Most  happy 
aball  wa  be  to  find  the  former  supposition  correct ;  the  reading  and 
the  writing  public  can  ill  afford  to  lose  the  services  of  anoh  a  man,  and 
nothing  wonld  give  ns  more  pleasnre  than  to  see  him  again  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  literature  of  oar  country," — t}mt\fTie*  Conner. 

"  We  are  concerned  to  learn  that  Mr.  Constable,  our  late  eminest 
Publisher,  who  had  for  some  time  suffered  severely  under  a  dropnieal 
complaint,  expired  suddenly,  at  his  house  in  Psrk  Place,  on  the  after- 
noon of  Saturday.  This  event  has,  we  confess,  excited  in  our  minds  a 
train  of  melancholy  recollectiona  and  regrets;  and  we  caimot  mirtia 
from  thus  publicly  expressing  our  respect  for  the  memory  of  a  man  who, 
notwithstanding  the  disastrous  termination  of  his  protesnonal  career, 
must  long  be  remembered  as  a  liberal  friend  of  literary  merit,  and  active 
promoter  of  those  literary  enterprises  which,  dnring  the  last  twea^- 
five  years,  have  redounded  so  mnoli  to  the  advantage  and  famo  of  thk 
city.  We  do  not  scruple  to  say,  that  we  have  nationality  enough  to 
have  derived  a  lively  satisfaction  from  seeing  it  become  an  object  of 
desire  among  the  litero/i  of  the  south  to  contribute  to  ita  literary 
nodertakinga,  and  to  resort  to  it  as  an  advantageous  mart  of  pobtiea- 
tion  ;  and,  convinced  aa  we  are,  that  this  was  ia  no  small  degne 
owing  to  the  liberal  views,  the  professional  talents,  activi^,  and 
address  of  Mr.  Constable — coovinced,  moreover,  that  the  o;Hnion  <tf 
the  public  of  this  place  is,  in  this  respect,  in  unison  with  oar  own,  m 
feel  assured,  that  in  offering  to  hie  memory  this  mournful  tribute  of 
oar  private  regard  and  respeot,  we  at  the  same  time  give  u 
feelings  strongly  felt  by  the  commnnity  at  large.     It  is  now 
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mora  thu)  thirty  yewa  nuee  Mr.  Conitable  began  to  attract  tha  notico' 
of  the  learned  of  this  citjr  b;  his  knowledge  of  rare  books,  pBrticolajl^ 
of  those  conneoted  with  tiie  earlj  Htwatnre  of  Scotland  ;  and,  eeTenl 
yean  before  his  aame  became  known  to  the  world  aa  a  considerable 
pnUiaher,  he  had  tocceeded,  ai  well  bj  the  amenity  of  his  maanera  a* 
by  his  profeasiona)  intelligence  and  activity,  in  rendering  hia  shop  the 
faTourite  reiort  of  all  the  more  corioiu  and  aapiring  spirita  of  the 
place.  His  tIewb,  howeTer,  were  nerer  limited  to  the  collection  of 
literary  rarities,  or  to  a  merohandiae  con&ned  to  the  exitting  materials 
of  literature.  He  had  always  longed  to  become  initmmentol  in  adding 
something  of  importance  to  the  stock  of  knowledge,  and  to  enrol  hia 
name  in  the  liit  of  the  more  liberal  and  enterprinng  pnblichera  of  the 
day.  Edinburgh  fortunately  posseased  the  meant  of  gratifying  tiiii 
laudable  ambition  ;  and  he  m  fortunately  appeared  at  a  period  whan, 
without  such  a  man,  her  native  genina  might  have  been  hampered  in 
Hi  flights,  or  damped  and  drcunucribed  in  the  ardour  and  range  of  its 
Mpiring  exertioDt.  His  fame  as  a  publisher  commenced  with  the 
•ppearaoee  of  tiie  Edinbai^h  Beview,  which  he  had  the  honour  of 
ushering  into  the  world  ;  and  he  long  miniitersd  to  ita  snocesa  and  its 
glory  by  a  deportment  towards  ita  conductors  and  authors  as  discreet 
and  respectful  as  it  was  manly  and  libersL  9ome  yean  after  the  first 
appearance  of  this  celebrated  Jonmal,  be  became  the  proprietor  of 
another  national  work— the  Encyclopedia  Britaonica,  for  which  be 
paid  a  price  that  excited  the  sarprise  of  u>me  of  the  more  timid  of  his 
brethren,  but  which  was  amply  warranted  by  measures  and  reanlta 
whioh  hia  superior  intelligence  and  sagacity  had  enabled  him  to  plan 
and  foresee.  When  that  important  work  became  the  property  of  hia 
House,  the  printii^  of  its  fifth  edition  was  too  far  advanced  to  admit 
of  any  material  improvementa  ;  but  Mr.  Constable  saw  very  deatfy 
that  these  were  largely  required  in  order  to  place  it  on  a  level  with 
the  knowledge,  the  wants,  and  the  spirit  of  the  age  ;  and  hence  he 
devised  the  project  of  that  Supplement  whioli  has  added  so  much  to 
the  value  and  celebrity  of  the  work  to  which  it  was  appended,  and  to 
the  public  stock  of  nsefnl  knowledge  and  varied  learning.  Many 
doubt*  aa  to  the  expediency  of  a  sDpplemental  publication  upon  ao 
extensive  a  scale,  were,  wa  believe,  expressed  by  those  who  preleaded 
to  experience  and  skill  in  iucb  andertakings  ;  but  Mr.  Constable's 
anticipations  were  fully  realized  by  the  signal  success  of  this  favourite 
deaign ;  and  we  have  always  understood,  that  those  highly  liberal 
arrangements  by  which  ha  endeavoured  to  provide  for  its  niefnlneas 
and  reputation,  and  without  which  the  success  attending  it  never 
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could  bave  been  aduerad,  wara  oitaralj  tha  ramlt  of  hi*  own  anggEa- 
tiODB  and  the  dictation  ot  bii  own  undentanding.  During  tba 
progreia  of  thoM  works,  hia  hooae  waa  (till  fnHher  aggraodized  by  tba 
publicatioD  of  the  writinga  of  Mr.  Dogald  Stewart  and  Sir  Walter 
Scott ; — the  one  bearing  the  moat  illuatrions  name  in  the  aenoaa,  aa 
the  other  doaa  in  the  lighter  branchea  of  our  national  literature.  Hia 
interconrae  with  the  latter  waa  miich  more  intimate  varied,  and  ex- 
teaaiTe,  aod  in  many  respect*  more  remarkable,  tiian  waa  ever  befora 
eiemplified  between  author  and  publisher.  The  poUicatiou,  firrt  of 
the  highly  papuUr  Poema,  and  latterly  of  the  itill  more  popular  Novda 
of  that  extraordinary  genius,  raised  hia  houae  to  the  acme  of  ita  fame  ; 
and  contributed  still  more  Itrgeiy,  perhaps,  than  any  other  of  tha 
oonnezioni  that  have  been  mentioned,  to  tliat  celebrity  aa  a  pnbliahi^ 
eatablishment  which  it  so  long  ODJoyed.  The  aothor  of  Waverley  baa 
himself  borne  honourable  testimony,  in  tiie  introdaction  to  one  of  hia 
novels,  to  Mr.  Constable's  merita ;  and  we  are  aatisGed,  that  what  ha 
tiina  proclaimed  in  the  prolegomena  of  a  work  of  fiction,  he  would 
repeat,  if  the  oppurtuoity  shall  occur,  wiUi  perfect  iiaceniy,  sad  pn'- 
lu^  greater  force,  in  a  work  of  truth.  •  How  it  happened,  that  with 
all  the  splendid  ancoeas,  so  beneficial  and  honourable  tu  uur  litostm^ 
which  attended  Mr.  Constable's  undertakiags,  his  publishing  carcOT 
should  have  doaed  so  disastrously,  we  are  not  very  able,  nor  mudi 
disposed  st  present,  to  inquire.  We  firmly  believe  that  be  |irvuueded 
onwards  to  that  dose,  void  of  any  apprehenaioa  of  auch  an  iaaue,  aad 
wholly  tmoonscious  of  ita  near  approach.  He  had  juat  completed  the 
jdan  of  the  Miscellany  which  bears  his  name,  sod  waa  busied,  seem- 
ingly, with  well-founded  hopes,  in  lacgtUQe  calculations  of  the  returns 
whicb  it  would  bring  to  hia  hoiUB.  Ita  publication  did  not  take  place 
till  after  the  failure  of  that  establishment ;  and  we  are  happy  to  think 
that  its  sabsequBDt  succeaa  furnished  some  solace  for  bis  misfortune^ 
as  well  >s  some  alleviation  of  hi*  bodily  sufferings ;  his  final  under- 
taking thus  proving  to  be  hi*  last  and  only  means  of  support.  We 
■re  not  writmg  a  full  or  elaborate  character,  and  do  not  therefore  feel 
ourselves  called  upon  to  point  out  all  the  features  of  Mr.  Constable's 
mind  and  conduct.  We  have  only  detailed  a  few  particulate  calcu- 
lated to  justify  the  seutimenta  of  grateful  reapeut  wUdi  we  catertsin 
for  his  memory,  as  by  far  the  most  eminent  publisher  that  Scotland 
ever  produced.  In  tliat  line  we  certainly  do  not  expect  aooa  again  to 
see  a  man  joining  such  professional  abihtica  to  such  liberal  and  ex- 
tensive  views ;  so  capable  of  appredating  literary  merit,  and  so  anxieu* 
to  find  for  it  employment  aad  reward ;  so  largely  endowed  with  the 
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diMMmmcnt,  tact,  and  nuumen  neeaatary  to  maintoin  »  nwfol,  hoooor- 
*bl«,  and  hannonioiu  mterooune  with  literary  men." — Oaie(h«ian 
Jferevry,  Ju^  23, 1S27. 

"  With  much  regret  we  have  to  BnnooDDe  the  death  of  Archibald 
Conatable.  .  .  .  F«w  men  in  modem  times,  in  aoy  department  of  bun- 
neaa,  have  occupied  a  larger  space  in  the  public  eje.  The  eiteiuive- 
neoB  and  bold  originality  of  hii  speculationi  aa  a  pabliaber  would  have 
ooDfeired  a  distiuctioii  apon  any  man ;  but  when  these  qualities  are 
viewed  in  connexion  with  hit  liberality  to  anthon — a  liberality  which 
WM  unprecedented — whitih  to  the  cautiouH  might  appear  profuaio  a,  bat, 
aa  ezpeiisnce  proved,  waa  a  proof  of  his  sagacity,  it  may  be  lafely  pro- 
noonoed  that,  in  every  respeot,  he  was  the  most  eminent  publisher  of 
bis  day.  Sbakeapeate  makes  one  of  hie  cbaractere  speak  of  a  '  royal 
merchant ; '  and  considering  the  vaatneu,  splendour,  and  atility  of 
Mr.  Constable's  nndertakings,  the  term  royrdty,  in  Shakespeare's  sense, 
may  safely  be  applied  to  him.  Though  his  business  was  but  that  of  a 
handmaid  to  Ittaratore^  he  may  in  some  measure  be  said  to  have  been 
the  author  of  mnch  literature,  by  often  pointing  out  untrodden  paths 
to  genius,  whioh  otherwise  might  have  escaped  its  searching  aye ;  by 
calling  into  action,  by  means  of  his  liberality,  genius  which  otherwise 
would  for  ever  have  slumbered ;  and  by  the  ready  patronage  which 
he  extended  to  the  pcoduotiona  of  genius,  the  excellencies  of  which  he 
could  diaoover,  but  which  were  concealed  by  fastidiousnaaa  or  ignor- 
ance from  the  grosser  vision  of  some  of  hts  brethren.  Indeed,  the 
moBt  remarkable  trait  of  his  professional  character  teems  to  have  been, 
that,  without  being  profoundly  learned,  he  poaaeased  an  intuitive  taste' 
and  perception  of  whatevur  was  excellent,  rare,  and  likely  to  be 
popular  in  literature — a  taste  and  perception  which  never  deceived 
him.  Nothing  worthless — aothiog  which  had  not  some  high  and 
peculiar  merit,  if  we  make  a  vel?  few  exceptions,  ever  issued  from 
his  bonae ;  and  such  was  the  celebrity  he  bad  acquired  by  the  almost 
uniform  azcellence  of  his  publications,  ttiat  his  name  on  the  title-page 
of  a  work  was  an  almost  certain  passport  to  popularity.  Many  hare 
publiahed  more  works,  nnmerically  speaking,  than  Mr.  Constable,  but 
none  has  published  nearly  so  roach  in  sterling  value ;  bis  shop  was  as 
the  centre  of  attraction  to  most  of  the  master  spirits  of  the  age,  how- 
ever diversided  their  politics  or  pursuits  might  have  been  ;  and  henoe 
a  vast  proportion,  indeed,  of  all  that  is  not  perishable  in  the  literature 
of  biia  day  was  ushered  into  the  world  by  him.  Mr.  Constable,  in 
fact,  with  leas  learning  tlian  his  predeoessor  Mr.  Creech,  bnt  being  a 
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better  appreciator  of  gmina  and  talent,  bad  the  high  merit  of  banng 
been  the  tint  in  hit  profeMion  to  give  a  great  iaipnln — '  a  kml  babi- 
tatioa  and  a  name ' — to  the  literature  of  hi*  ova  conntiy,  and  of 
making  Edinburgh  a  '  mart  of  publication,'  aa  tbe  Meratry  baa  well 
eiprcEeed  it,  to  the  whole  of  the  empire.  Among  the  moet  oon' 
■picuons  of  hia  publicationa,  and  tboae  which  will  be  ever  remembered 
M  forming  eru  in  the  hiatory  of  lettera,  were  tbe  Edinburgh  Review 
and  tbe  Waverley  Norelt.  The  EncyclDpeedia  Britannica  waa  a 
atupendoDB  undertaking ;  but.  perhaps,  the  work  dearest  to  the  man 
of  philoBophj  and  scienoe,  of  the  whole  of  bia  pnblicatioua,  was  Ae 
Snpjilemmt  to  that  EncyclopKdia,  the  conoeption  of  which  esfajbita 
another  very  prominent  trsit  in  hia  character.  Much  in  hia  apeeola- 
tioni  that  apjieared  raah  and  eccentric  to  othere  VM  in  tmth  the 
rpanlt  of  the  calculations  of  an  original  and  Tigorona  mind — ealcnU- 
tiona  too  profound  to  be  easily  fathomed  by  the  mere  tradeaman  ;  and 
•uch  precisely  waa  hie  undertaking  of  the  Snpplement — a  woil  whidi 
was  despaired  of  by  many,  bnt  which,  notwithstanding,  was  eminently 
•nccessfuL  The  latter  days  of  Mr.  Constable  wen  clouded  by  dite 
adveraity.  The  hnrricane  of  1S2S,  which  tore  np  by  tbe  roata  tbe 
tallest  trees  in  the  commercial  forest,  and  did  not  spare  even  thebmah- 
wood,  laid  him,  'the  loftiest  of  the  lofty,'  proetnte.  The  tremendous 
erash  of  his  downfall,  when  in  hia  '  moat  high  and  palmy  atste,'  is  still 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  every  one.  Bnt  thongh  the  branches  and  trunk 
were  destroyed,  the  root  continued  sonnd  aa  ever ;  and,  with  preter- 
natural vigour,  put  forth. (toiu  which  promised  to  repair  the  damage 
done  by  the  blast.  His  Miscellany  was  a  wondeifnlly  grand  scheme, 
which  delighted  the  patriot  and  philanthropist,  and  was,  in  every  way, 
promising.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Constable's  mortde,  it  occura  to  us, 
that  to  have  acquired,  sh  he  did,  the  esteem  of  the  most  knowing  and 
able  men  of  hie  day,  he  muat  have  possessed  extraordinary  powers  r^ 
mind,  a  geutlcmiuily  spirit,  and  a  aodal  disposition.  Bnt  rather  than 
trnst  to  onraclves  on  that  subject,  we  would  refer  to  the  delineations 
by  others,  whose  opportnnitiea  of  knowing,  and  accnrately  judging, 
cannot  be  questioned.  The  following  ^etch  of  his  character  appeared 
in  the  preface  to  the  novd  of  the  Fortunes  of  Nigel,  whoae  author  if 
the  tnoet  distiDguished  that  can  be  named  as  a  praotieal  philosopher : 
— '  To  this  great  deprivation  baa  been  added,  I  trust  ior  a  time  only, 
tbe  loss  of  another  bibliopolical  friend,  whose  vigorous  intelleot,  and 
liberal  ideas,  have  not  only  rendered  his  native  country  the  mart  of 
her  own  literature,  but  establiahed  there  a  Court  of  Letters,  which 
must  command  respect,  even  from  those  moat  inclined  to  dioent  from 
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7  of  ita  euona.  The  eSMt  of  thew  aluuige%  operated  in  a  gnat 
«  by  tbe  Btnmg  mow  and  skgaoioni  oalcrUatioDi  of  an  individDal, 
wbo  koew  how  to  »tm1  himaelf,  to  an  unhoped-for  extent,  of  the 
Tarioiu  kinds  of  talent  which  bis  oonntiT  prodaoed,  wiU  probably 
apjiear  more  clearly  to  the  generation  which  ihall  follow  the  prMsnt.' 
We  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  ConataUe  had  been  WMne  time  engaged 
in  preparing,  at  snch  int«rvala  aa  he  could  connnand,  a  memoir  of  hia 
life,  embracing,  of  conrse,  that  raet  fund  of  literary  information  and 
anecdote,  which  hii  long  aaaoeiation  with  iti  highest  and  best  loanws 
mnat  hare  led  him  to  obtun,  and  too  valuable  to  sink  with  himself 
into  the  grave.  We  fear,  however,  that  misfortune  and  ill-health  mnat 
hftve  stopped  the  progrees  of  the  asdertakiiig ;  bat  it  may  still  be 
hoped  that  there  are  materials  for  its  oompletion,  and  hands  capable 
of  arranging  and  digecting  them  in  proper  order." — EdminTgh  ffidei^ 
Chronicle,  July  25,  1827. 

"  Tt  is  not  onr  intention  to  obtrude  on  oar  readers  any  elaborate 
details  of  Ur,  Constable's  progress  in  life  and  achievements  as  the  most 
eminent  bookseller  that  ever  appeared  in  Suotlsnd.  But  we  cannot  con- 
tent oarBelves  witli  a  mere  formal  notiRcntion  of  his  death.  We  have 
known  him  personally  and  intimately  tor  many  years — before  he  rose 
from  that  hnmble  grade  in  which  be  started — after  he  moved  on  the 
high  tide  of  prosperity  and  influence  in  the  literary  world — and,  latterly, 
when  he  lay  on  a  bed  of  sickness,  encompassed  with  the  darkness  that 
blighted  fortunes  shed  around  it — and  we  never  knew  him  bat  in  kind- 
ness. Mr.  Constable's  name  is  inseparably  connected  with  one  of  the 
'  most  brilliant  periods  of  Scottish  literatu remand,  bat  for  him,  several 
of  its  brightest  Inminaries  might  perhaps  have  been  shorn  of  some 
beams.  The  princely  mumGcence  with  which,  in  many  cases,  he 
reqnited  the  exertions  of  genins,  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  a  patron  to 
men  of  letters,  and  attracted  round  him,  for  many  years,  an  assemblage 
of  authors,  who  have  ^ven  a  stamp  and  character  to  our  times,  which 
will  not  be  obliterated  while  literature  is  cherished  and  the  language 
of  onr  country  shall  endure.  He  possessed  an  intuitive  sagacity  and  a 
bold  spirit  of  enterprise  in  all  matters  connected  with  bis  trade ;  and, 
if  foibles  and  failings  sometimes  marred  the  aspect  of  his  condnct, 
these  must  be  lightly  touched ;  for  they  were  compensated  by  many 
acts  of  disinterested  friendship  and  genuine  liberality.  The  disasters 
which  ultimately  involved  the  affairs  of  bis  house  in  embarrassment, 
were  to  be  ascribed,  we  willingly  believe,  rather  to  the  vastnesa  and 
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complexi^  of  his  nndeitakiiig*,  than  to  any  want  of  [Hvbitjr  at  at 
exertion— uid,  if  hia  ■peoulatioiii  had  not  diawu  him  into  the  vortex, 
which  periodicallj  diatarba  the  cunent  of  meKantile  aSaira  in  thia 
country,  and  which  of  late  avept  ruiuonelj'  over  the  oonunercial  -world. 
■ — they  woold,  in  all  probability,  baT«  lad  to  lucoeaa  aa  aplendid  as  hia 
projects  were  praiseworthy  and  magnificent.  But,  though  hi>  fortomea 
have  been  ihipwmcked,  aod  hia  health  broken,  and  hia  h^ianoaa 
towarda  the  dose  of  life  clouded  by  adveraity,  he  waa  atill  cheered  by 
the  ajtnpathy  aod  kindneta  of  many  aincere  frieoda,  and  he  has  lett 
n  name  which  will  be  long  remembered  ai  a  benefactoc  to  litersture ; 
an  ambition  whioh  he  ardently  cheriahed  through  a  long  period  of  hia 
life,  and  which  remained  onabated  until  all  the  viaiona  of  earthly 
ambition  poased  awa;  from  hia  eyes  for  ever,"~'7'A«  Edmbmrgh  Satitr- 
day  Pott,  July  28,  1827. 

"Our  paper  of  Thnndaylaat  contained,  from  a  contemporary,  a  notice 
of  the  late  Mr.  Constable,  which  gave  bo  juat  a  view  of  bis  profeaaioDal 
character,  that  little  renuina  to  be  added.  No  one  who  waa  nut  per- 
■onally  acquainted  with  thia  eminent  bookseller  can  fully  appreciate 
bis  importance  to  the  literature  of  Scotland,  or  the  loss  which  it  haa 
luatained  by  his  deceaae.  He  waa  the  truest  patron  of  Uterary  merit 
that  ever  arose  in  thia  conntry,  and  his  patronage  drew  after  it  no 
degradiog  dependence,  aa  it  merely  coosiated  in  the  liberal  payment  of 
literary  Ubour,  by  whioh  he  improved  the  condition  of  autborB.  Ue 
was  entirely  a  practical  man.  Ue  had  great  natural  shrewdness  and 
sagacity,  and  a  keen  and  an  intuitive  perception,  if  we  may  so  apeak, 
of  the  selling  quaUties  of  books,  which  was  really  surprising.  Me 
accordingly  aaw  what  waa  to  be  mode  by  literature.  The  spring-tide 
of  knowledge,  which  has  ever  since  flowed  upon  the  conntry  with  such 
an  irresistible  stream,  was  just  begmning  to  set  in,  when  he  commenced 
business  i  he  had  peuetiation  to  discern  the  growing  taste  of  the  com- 
munity, and  he  resolved  to  deviate  from  the  beaten  track,  of  reprinting 
old  works,  into  the  more  aspiring  course  of  publishing  what  waa  origi- 
nal and  new.  That  branch  of  the  bookselling  trade,  i%  «iU  be  observed, 
which  conaistB  in  the  sale  of  old  and  standard  works,  is  not  ao  profit- 
able nor  inviting  as  that  of  an  enterprisiog  publisher,  as  it  is  open,  like 
all  other  trades,  to  competition ;  whereas  the  vendor  of  new  pnUica- 
tiona,  if  he  chooses  to  purchase  the  right  of  property,  haa  the  esdusive 
right  of  selling  them  for  a  term  of  years.  This  trade,  which  ia  there- 
fore a  strict  moiM>poly,  and  extremely  profitable,  when  it  is  succeasfal. 
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iraa  lOKrcaly  known  in  Sootlaiid  prior  to  the  publication  ot  tbe  Edln- 
bnrgh  Review ;  it  oentrad  almort  entirely  in  the  metropolis,  ibe  great 
mart  of  the  nationa)  Utentnre;  and  it  was  Mr.  Constable  who  fint 
b«^tui,  on  a  great  aoale,  thil  matinfactnre,  it  we  may  bo  call  it,  of  new 
work*  in  onr  Scnttiab  metrnpnlia.  He  had  certainly  all  the  qnolitiea 
neoemary  for  thia  diffionlt  tntit  huardona  branch  of  the  buBineo.  He 
wM  enterprieinj;,  tuid  ho  was  liberil.  He  wag  not  startled  at  ordinary 
difficnltieg ;  and  when  he  waa  once  reaolred,  be  naa  been  and  active 
in  the  pmsecntion  of  his  objecta.  Nor  was  he  in  any  dei^ree  gmsping 
or  narrow  in  his  views.  He  did  not  gnidge  to  those  who  had  borne 
the  toil  a  liberal  abare  of  the  profit.  He  made  a  most  fair  division  of 
the  literary  spoil ;  and  be  was  tbos  the  trne  Mecnnas  of  Scotland — 
the  real  patroo  of  onr  national  literatnre — the  convenient  channel  by 
which  it  was  difl^ised  in  refreshing  streains  over  the  parched  land  of 
i^orancR,  and  through  which  the  retnm  of  profit  natnrally  floved 
back  tor  the  benoBt  of  all  ooncenied  A  stimalni  wu  tbas  given  to 
literatnre ;  riting  merit  wai  fostered;  and  the  whole  commnnity  in 
this  part  of  the  island  may  be  said  to  hare  received  an  impulse  from 
this  increased  circalation  of  knowledge.  The  hnsioees  of  publishing  is 
exposed  to  pecaliar  hazards.  Mr.  Constable  in  avoiding  these  had  no 
gnide  bnt  his  own  judznient.  Nor  was  be  accnitomed  to  enter  oriti- 
cally  into  the  nterits  of  literary  works.  This  was  not  the  bent  of  his 
mind, — yet  he  had  a  pecnliar  tact  for  ascertaining  their  valne.  He 
had  a  practical  test  of  his  own,  by  which  he  seldom  failed  to  estimate 
accnrately  their  worth  in  the  market.  He  had  no  donbt  continnal 
opportonitiex  of  bearing  critical  discnsnons  and  remarks  by  the  moat 
Pminent  jodgea  ;  and  he  waa  well  qnalifled  to  profit  by  this  species  of 
inatmction,  and  to  tnm  it  to  acconnt  in  bis  own  line  ;  thongh  be  never 
servilely  followed  any  opinions  of  this  sort  He  patiently  listened  to 
all ;  bnt  drew  his  own  conelnaions,  and  acted  on  hit  own  viewa ;  and, 
conducted  in  this  manner,  the  bnaineaa  of  pnbliahing  was  not  one  of 
mere  haphazard,  aa  it  baa  freqnently  been.  By  far  the  greater  part  of 
Mr.  Conitable's  pnbli cations,  considered  as  commercial  adventnree, 
were  jndicions  and  fortnnate.  We  need  not  mention  the  Edinbnt^h 
Review,  which  attained  to  the  greatest  circulation  of  any  work  of  the 
same  deacription.  and  Rave  an  entirely  new  aspect  to  onr  periodical 
literature.  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Poems,  and  more  especially  the  Waver- 
ley  Novels,  the  publication  of  which  fnrmed  an  era  in  the  history  of 
the  conntry,  as  containiDg  the  most  faithfnl  and  intereating  portrait 
anywhere  to  be  fonnd  of  onr  national  manners  now  daily  fading  into 
oblivion,  had  a  sale  extensive  beyond  all  former  example ;  besides  the 
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Sopplement  t«  tha  EucTclopndia,  and  Taiiom  otliar  woAm  of  leM  n*- 
portonce.  Mr.  Conftkble  h&d  a  lingiilBr  capBoity  to  dsTise  what  wt» 
oongenial  to  th«  public  taste ;  and  in  fixing  on  BTen  Uia  moet  nunnta 
details  be  displayed  eqaal  aniiety  and  judgment.  The  last  wnck 
which  deeply  engaged  hi>  attention,  and  which  eeemed  to  solace  tin 
hoon  of  a  long  and  painfnl-  iUneu,  was  hia  Mitcellanj';  in  aketdi' 
ing  ont  the  plan  of  this  publioatdon,  and  also  in  the  different  aeleotiaBa 
by  whidi  he  contrived  to  render  it  so  amniin^  he  frequently  die- 
cohered,  nnder  the  preesare  of  seTere  bodily  snffering,  a  rigonr  of 
Judgment,  and  a  btuineea-lilM  disorimiiiation,  tbat  was  worthy  of  hit 
beat  dayi.  To  Mr.  Conatable'i  miafortunea  we  forbear  to  allude, 
farther  than  to  aay,  that  he  had  friends  who  did  not  abandon  him  in 
his  advenity,  and  who  ooatinned  to  aid  him  in  bis  views  witii  a  gene- 
Kwity  which  reflects  opon  them  the  highest  honour." — Bdialmrj^ 
Bveaing  Oimraid,  JtOy  30,  1827. 

"When  a  man  like  Mr.  Constable  dies  adntyseema  to  deTolve  npon 
those  whose  oircanutances  may  qualify  for  the  taak : — it  is  to  recall  to 
the  recollection  of  his  aoantrymen  »oine  of  the  leading  featnrea  in  the 
life  and  character  of  one  who  kept  himaelf  for  ao  many  yean  in  tlie 
immediate  eye  of  the  public.  To  have  it  iii  one't  power  to  bestow 
upon  his  talents,  and  the  use  he  made  of  them,  a  jnat  and  liberal  meed  of 
praise,  is  at  once  soothing  to  the  feelings  of  private  friendshipt  and  aome- 
thiug  like  the  disoharge  of  a  moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  aurviTor. 
It  is  a  trite  remark  that  publishers  make  author* ;  and  thouf^  it  ta  per-  - 
h^i*  equally  true  that  the  spirit  of  an  age  or  a  nation  makea  both,  it 
certainly  cannot  be  denied  that  a  bookseller  of  enlightened  understand- 
ing, extensive  couneuuns,  and  great  pecaaiary  reaoorces,  poascaacs  an 
influence  over  tiie  literature  of  his  day,  the  extent  of  wbioh  it  would 
be  difficult  to  estimate.  Such  a  bookaeller  waa  Mr.  Couatable.  Be- 
fore bis  time  the  literature,  not  only  of  Scotland,  but  to  a  certain 
degree  even  of  England  and  Ireland,  wsa  never  concentrated,  aa  he 
contrived  it  should  be,  in  the  focus  of  Edinbnr^ ;  and,  conaidering 
the  recent  disastets  in  the  trade,  we  much  fear  that  some  time  will  el^iae 
before  a  successor  appear  worthy  of  supplying  the  plaoe  which  he  baa 
left  vacant  To  Mr.  Constable  belonged  one  of  those  enterprising  and 
intelligent  toindB  which  would  have  distinguished  him  from  the  com- 
mon herd,  in  whatever  pursuit  he  mi^t  have  choaen  to  engage.  For- 
tunately, early  habits  and  deep-rooted  inclination  fixed  his  attention 
on  that  which,  above  all  others,  gave  scope  for  Oie  exerciae  of  his 
peculiar  talents,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  by  oDnstituting  him  a 
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pioueor  in  tlie  maroli  of  knawledge,  placed  in  hii  huida  a  great  and 
importaot  tnut  How  well  he  redeemed  that  tnut  need*  not  to  be 
told  by  DB.  Mr.  Conatable,  from  the  firat,  was  uobitiaui;  but  hia 
Mubitios  wu  of  that  higher  and  nobler  kind  whiuh  aima  at  geU-exalt*' 
tion,  nob  apon  the  luin,  but  the  triomphsut  ancceBS  of  others.  Pro- 
oeeding  constantly  npoo  a  principle  eo  laudable,  and  glided  always  in 
hia  ooromeKial  tnuuactioiu  by  the  moat  comprehensive  and  honouraUe 
viewB,  it  will  eamly  be  believed  that  he  frequently  appeared  far  more 
Mixiotu  to  extend  the  reputation  of  hia  coontry,  by  enooucaging  the 
geniiu  to  which  it  gave  birth,  tban  to  j^tgrandiie  himself  or  advaoco 
hia  own  intereita.  Bren  in  the  meridian  of  hia  power  and  popularity, 
when  but  to  fieqnent  hie  ehop  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  preroga- 
tivM  of  a  man  of  tetters,  he  was  nerer  known  to  turn  haughtily  away,  a« 
some  are  hut  too  apt  to  do,  from  the  humble  a^irant  after  literary  fame ; 
bnt,  on  the  contrary,  he  delighted  in  singling  out  from  the  crowd  such 
aa  merited  that  encouragement  he  was  so  able  and  willing  to  give. 
Nor  was  his  liberality  unrewarded.  To  Bay  that  it  elicited  tAlent 
snrpasaed  in  no  period  ol  the  world's  history,  ia  but  to  repeat,  in 
feeble  tenua,  what  the  Waverley  NovcIb,  the  Edinburgh  Beriew,  the 
Enoyclopsdia  Britannica  and  its  Supplement,  have  already  proclaimed 
in  charactera  of  Hajrling  lustre.  Bnt  even  among  these  maater  spirit*, 
whose  minds  have  given  to  the  age  we  live  in  '  it*  form  and  pressure,' 
Mt.  Constable  was  ever  reepeeted  and  esteemed.  He  was  not  the 
men  man  of  busiuees — the  mere  neoeeeary  tool  in  the  hand*  of  genius ; 
he  was  the  companion,  the  adviser,  the  friend.  This,  of  itself,  is  no 
mean  eulogium,  and  places  him  at  once  in  a  rank  which  few,  perhaps 
none,  of  his  brethren  have  yet  attained.  Whilst  in  public,  hi*  conduct 
w*«  ever  marked  by  the  nott  scrupulous  attention  to  the  open,  gener- 
ous, and  honourable  dealing  of  a  '  royal  merchant ; '  he  vras  in  private 
not  nwN  characterized  by  hi*  easy  and  aSable  manner,  than  by  his 
gentlemanly  and  dignified  deportment. 

"  The  failure  of  the  house  of  Idessia.  Constable  and  Co.  was  one  of 
those  accidents  to  which  all  great  mercantile  concerns  are  subject. 
The  aStira  of  the  Edinburgh  branch  were  too  deeply  intermingled 
witli  those  of  the  house  in  London  to  be  able  to  survive  its  dowufaU. 
The  astonishment  and  regret  excited  by  this  event — feeling*  which 
have  hardly  yet  subsided — may  be  looked  upon  as  some  criterion  by 
which  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  that  prosperity  which  was  so  suddenly 
overthrown.  But  Mr.  Constable  retired  from  business,  if  not  with 
that  ^lat  and  splendour  which  his  exertions  ought  to  have  secured  for 
him,  at  least  with  that  unsullied  reputation  and  oonsciaus  integrity 
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wliioh  we  the  best  compuiioii*  of  adveraitj.  It  was  not  in  hia  power 
to  command  nDiDtermpted  sacceM ;  but  he  Aid  ill  that  man  bom  do — 
be  desfrved  it.  It  ie  B  more  malancboly  coamderatioD,  that  a  long  Pro- 
tracted coane  of  ill-heiltfa  sboald  have  embittered  his  last  dkys,  and 
abut  him  ont  not  only  from  tile  world,  bnt  even  from  moat  of  bia  friendi. 
Hia  complaints  were  of  ft  oonflmied  dropsical  natare,  and  thoai^ 
uixions  to  atrngele  against  tfaem,  the  disease  Tag  too  powerfnL  Evoi 
nnder  itn  preranre,  bowever,  bis  mind  was  not  inactive.  The  extensiTe 
and  admirably  conceived  arnmgements  be  *»w  it  necesaary  to  mkke 
preparatory  to  the  pnblioation  of  hie  Misoelluy — a  work  wbtoh,  fw 
its  ntility  in  the  disBenii cation  of  uaetnl  knowledge,  holds  the  first 
rank  among  the  pnblinatians  of  tbe  day — reflect  npon  his  memory  the 
highest  bononr.  and,  we  donbt  not,  will  long  continne  a  living  record 
of  bis  abilities.  It  gives  us  mncb  pleasure  to  understand  that  tbe 
MieceUanyis  to  be  carried  on  nnder  the  same  auspices  as  formerly,  far 
tbe  benefit  of  bin  family,  and  besides  the  claim  which  its  own  intriDBie 
merits  gives  it  npon  public  attention,  ws  are  certain  that,  if  Bnythini; 
could  enhance  that  chum,  it  would  be  tbe  desire  which  mnst  be  nni- 
versally  felt  to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory  in  tbe  most 
agreeable  of  all  ways — by  adding  to  tbe  comforts  of  his  nearest  snrviV' 
ing  relatives,  Mr.  Constable's  death,  thongh  not  nnexpected,  -was 
sudden  ;  and  was  occasioned,  not,  as  has  been  erroneously  stated  by  a 
contemporary,  by  tbe  bursting  of  a  blood-vessel,  hut  by  the  pteaanre 
of  water  on  his  chest  He  was  buried  in  the  Old  Cstton  BnryiD|r- 
ground,  and  hia  funeral  was  nnniennislT  and  most  respectably  attended. 
But  one  feehng  seeming  to  pervade  all  present,  that  they  bad  loat  a 
friend,  and  his  country  a  benefactor, — H.  Q.  B." — Edinburgh  Obterver, 
Ji^v  31,  1B27. 

"  In  our  last,  it  was  onr  melancholy  duty  to  annonnce  the  death  of 
Mr.  Constable,  the  celebrated  Edinburgh  publisher  and  booksella-. 
Tbis  gentleman's  name  had  been  so  closely,  and  in  so  distinguished  a 
manner,  identiiied  with  British  Literatnre  dnring  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century,  that  erery  event  which  befell  him  became  matter  of  prominent 
interert^particularly  since,  'fallen  from  bis  high  estate,'  tbe  elood 
that  dimmed  tbe  evening  of  bis  life  first  descended  npon  bis  prospects. 
The  interest  of  which  Mr.  Constable  thus  became  the  object  was  by 
no  means  tbe  result  of  those  adventitious  circnmstances  that  often,  by 
unlooked-for  combinations,  elevate  into  influence  and  notice  indivi- 
duals whose  merits  entitle  them  only  to  an  obscurity  deeper  in  degree 
than  that  of  their  fellows.     His  correct  appreciation  of  public  taste 
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Mkd  feeling,  bii  ducemment  of  literary  talent,  amd  hit  enterpruing 
liberality  in  directing  and  rewarding  iti  eiertioDB — these  were  the 
me«iu  by  which  he  procured  hii  distiaotion,  and  tbeae  aUo  were  the 
meaoa  by  wbioh  be  retained  it.  freviooa  to  bis  advent — if  we  may 
no  nsa  the  term — Edinburgh  he!d  but  an  inugnificaDt  rank  aa  a  pub- 
lialiiiig  city  and  a  mart  for  literary  talent.  Every  author  who  aspired 
to  general  fame  and  standard  respectability,  printed  and  pubUshed  bis 
works  iu  London,  and  to  that  point  also  he  looked  for  the  critical 
verdict  that  shonld  smooth  hia  wky  to  immortality,  or  consign  him  to 
oblivion.  The  establiahment  by  Mr.  Constable  of  the  Edinburgh 
Beview  effected  a  speedy  change  in  these  two  particulars.  The  gemua 
with  which  Scotland  abounded  at  once  raised  its  voice  in  the  metro- 
polis of  its  own  country,  and  assumed  'divided  empire'  with  that  of 
the  mBtropoIis  of  England.  Fublicatiou  followed  in  the  train  of  ciiti- 
ciam  i  and  the  appearance  of  the  Encycloiiedia  Britannica  at  length 
fully  established  the  character  and  independence  of  Edinburgh  litera- 
ture. The  subsequent  publication  of  the  Supplement,  the  Wftverley 
Novels,  and,  more  recently,  of  the  Miscellany,  perpetuated  and  still 
farther  mhanced  tliat  character  and  independence ;  and  for  these 
reasons  Edinburgh  is,  and  long  has  been,  equally  eligible  with  London 
as  a  place  of  publication,  and  perhaps  more  formidable  than  the  latter 
«•  a  place  of  reSned  and  enlightened  criticism. 

"  To  this  ultimate  result  others  besides  Mr.  Constable  have  no 
doubt  contributed— but  merely,  however,  in  a  secondary  degree.  To 
Ur.  Constable  belongs  the  merit  of  having  first  explored  and  rendered 
the  path  easy,  and  with  everything  brilliant  and  masterly  in  the  pub- 
lishing department  in  Edinburgh  during  his  career  is  hie  name  pre- 
eminently associated.  We  stop  not  here  to  notice  the  invidious 
remark  which  of  late  has  obtuned  such  geaeral  currency — that  Mr. 
Coosbable,  by  carrying  speculation  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence, 
induced  a  literary  plethora,  which,  in  its  evil  consequences,  ultimately 
counterbalanced  the  good  that  preceded  it.  This  fallacy  is  of  itself 
too  transparent  to  require  to  be  held  up  for  detection  between  the  eye 
of  reason  and  the  light  of  truth ;  but  even  were  it  otherwise,  could 
the  extravagance  of  others  in  pushing  to  an  extreme  a  first  impulse,  be 
justly  charged  on  the  person  by  whom  that  first  impnlse  was  com- 
municated? Peace  to  the  ntanes  of  Archibald  Constable  I  If  he 
erred,  he  did  so  as  a  generona  spirit  errs — on  the  side  of  liberality. 
The  indigence  in  which  he  died  is  the  best  witness  of  his  integrity, 
and  the  respect  which,  in  his  misfortunes,  continued  to  be  paid  to  bim 
by  all  classes,  demonstrates   how  uniform  on  this   point  were   the 
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thoaghta  of  the  public.  On  oonunsnciag  liia  UMcdlut^,  maaj  tklented. 
individaaU — gome  actuated  by  gnttitade,  some  b^  generoiu  Bympathy 
— came  forwArd  to  luppoii  him  in  hit  nndertaking,  and  thni,  wUU 
they  proved  the  eiteem  in  which  he  was  held  bj  those  beat  acquainted 
with  bis  conduct,  an  oppoitnnity  wu  afforded  of  likeiriae  aaoertainiiig 
the  sentimenta  of  the  literary  world  in  general;  and  never  wa«  u 
BxpressioD  of  public  aentinent  more  honomable,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  extensive  cii«nlation  which  the  Miaoellany  immediately  obtained 
and  has  always  commanded.  Among  tbe  individual*  who  thna  came 
forward  to  support  Mr.  Constable,  aa  above  stated,  it  would  be  injastiae 
to  pass  over  the  namo  of  Capbun  Basil  Hall,  the  celebrated  author  rf 
Voyagea  to  Loo-Choo  and  South  America.  Thia  genQeman,  to  bis 
lasting  bonoDT,  presented  Mr.  Constable  with  the  copyright  of  hk 
admirable  worha,  valaed  at  one  thoasand  poonda  aterling ;  and  to 
these  waa  no  doubt  owing  mnoh  of  that  high  stofiu  which  the  Mis- 
eellany  obtained  immediately  on  its  i^>pear«noe.  This  act  of  Captain 
Hall  will  be  remembered  «o  long  as  high-minded  generosity  ahaH  find 
an  admirer,  and  in  tbe  biography  of  Constable,  which  we  hope  to  see 
ere  long  attempted,  it  will  form  an  incident  not  leaa  hononrable  "to 
him  who  received,  than  to  him  who  bestowed,  the  kindness. 

"  We  learn  with  vary  sincere  pleasara  that  the  Miacellany,  notwitk- 
atanding  the  death  of  ita  lamented  projector,  is  atill  to  be  continoed 
for  the  beneRt  of  his  family.  The  intrintii]  merit  of  the  work  itself 
fully  ininree  its  continued  success ;  but  were  any  other  drcnmstaaoe 
nai<esaary  to  this  effect,  no  one  could  be  so  inflnential  as  the  melancludy 
fact,  that,  after  more  than  thirty  years  of  enterprise  and  nnwearied 
exertion,  thia  was  the  only  legacy  which  Mr.  Conatabls  posseeaed  the 
power  of  bequeathing  to  his  wife  and  children." — OUugov)  Free  Prat, 
July  28,  1827. 
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TBI  following  genealog^cftl  meroomid*  {wecoded  the  textip  of  ftnto- 
biographj'  whicli  will  be  foimd  aX  the  begiimiiig  at  the  fint  Yolnme  of 
the  pceeent  work.  Hey  were  tmken  down  from  my  father'!  dietation 
in  1821.  Hy  brother  DsTid,  who  wu  smanncnBii  on  the  oeoMton, 
baa  appended  to  the  famfljr  details  the  following  aantence*  : — "  I  hare 
many  certified  noticea  from  Parith  lU^ter*  of  my  father'!  predeooe- 
aora  n>  F^e,  which  carry  op  the  aettlement  of  peraoii!  of  the  name  oE 
Constable  (who  had  evidently  oome  from  YttrkBhtre)  to  an  entry  whtob 
Lamont  of  Newton  haa  made  in  hia  diary  in  Jnne  1649,' — 'Andro 
Lawmonthe  Tetnmed  from  England,  wha  tolde  that  hit  eldcat  auter, 
Janet  L.,  was  marled  upon  a  miniater  in  Yorkihyre,  called  Mr.  Con- 
■tablet  a!  alao,  that  hia  oncla,  Mr.  Walter,  waa  maried  with  ane  olde 
gentallwoman  therby.'  My  own  opinion  ia  tiiat  thoae  of  the  name 
irilo  aetUed  at  that  time  in  Fife  were  the  children  of  Sir  W.  Constable, 
who  waa  attainted  eiflar  kit  death  aa  a  regicide ;  bat  it  would  require 
•cmie  inreetigation  of  re^Sttn  in  Yoriuhire  to  aettle  that  point  I 
know  npon  good  anthortty  that  my  fathei^a  name  and  my  own  are  in 
the  entaul  ol  an  estate  in  Yorkahire." 

My  father^  memonnda  are  aa  follow*: — "John  Conatable  and 
laobel  Green,  hia  wife,  who  resided  at  Kincaple,  had  a  son,  John 
Constable,  bom  there  in  IMl,  a«  will  be  found  in  the  Ragiater  of 
Baptiama  of  81  Andrews.  I  always  nndetetood  tiieae  parties  to  be 
il>e  first  of  the  name  in  Scotland,*  and  to  hare  oome  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hull,  in  YorkBhire.  Thay  were  nearly  related,  I 
believe,  to  the  Rev.  Hr.  Constable  mentioned  in  The  Chronicle  of 
Kfe,  who  mamed  one  of  the  Laments  of  Newton,  aa  will  be  seen  by 


"John  Constable  was  ednoated  at  the  University  of  8t.  Anilrewa, 
and  waa  a  person  ot  considerable  note  in  his  day.     The  late  Oeorge 

'  8«a  The  Chronicle  of  I^fe,  p.  8.    ito.    Kdinbnrgh,  1810. 
*  There  i«  in  my  posaesaion  a  copy  ot  the  Testament  ol  Johnoe  Constable, 
a  boTgesa  of  Dondee,  dated  8th  February  1G93.— T.  C. 
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Conateble  of  WallMe  Craigie— aa  iutinuta  crooy  tnd  frieod  of  mj 
grmodnocle,  Charlet  Conatable  of  Peelwelli  aod  Moorhall,  who  oonntcd 
kindred  with  each  other  oa  aeoond  couaiiiB — poaaeaaad  a  portrait  of 
him,  which  he  told  m«  had  been  placed  in  hia  hand*  aa  a  relation,  \yj 
two  old  ladiea  who  were  daughtera  (or  granddaiighteTa)  of  the  aaid 
John  CouBtaUe.  It  ia  now  in  the  poaaeaaion  of  Misa  Constable  ol 
Dnndee,  who  call*  it  a  portrait  of  Sir  John  Cotwlable.  There  must  be 
aome  miatake  in  thia  atatemuit,  which  I  have  often  wiahed  to  aacertain 
and  rectify,  and  which,  perhl^e,  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Constable, 
which  oocnmtd  in  1803,  alone  prevented. 

"  George  Conatable,  who  wa«  a  writer  in  Edinbnrgh,  and  lived  to  a 
cooaiderable  age,  waa  a  very  worthy  old  gentlaman,  and  entailed  an 
eatate  of  hia  own  acqaiaition  on  the  fandly  of  hia  dater,  Mra.  &x)wd, 
who  now  enjoy  it,  and  take  the  name  of  Conatable.  He  is  the  indi- 
vidual whom  the  author  of  The  Antiquary  had  in  hii  eye  aa  Jonathan 
OldbncL  I  poasBBa  a  curious  full-length  drawing  of  hia  by  Kay,  and 
in  my  early  life  it  was  my  delight  and  good  fortune  to  paae  ranch  Hiat 
with  him  during  hie  viaita  to  Edinburgh.  With  hia  nephewa  in  Utt 
male  line  I  have  always  been  on  terms  of  friendship  and  intimacy. 
They  were,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Coortable,  miuirter  of  US,  uear  Dundee, 
who  died  in  April  1617 ;  George  Cooatable,  Colonel  in  the  Bengal 
Aitilleiy  (Captain  Uaeintyre  of  The  Antiquary),  an  excellent  man,  who 
ranks  high  in  his  profeaaion  ;  and  Jamea  Constable,  for  many  yeaia  a 
aurgeon  in  Jamaica.  Theae  have  aeveral  aiaters  now  living  (18S1). 
Colonel  George  Conatable  has  a  aon  and  daughter.  The  son  ia  in 
India,  and  is  the  only  mtle  branch  of  the  family ;  he  ia,  I  believe 
illegitimate.  William  Constable,  watchmaker  in  Dundee,  who  has 
many  ciiildren,  and  is  a  moat  excellent  man,  is  a  not  distant  relation 
of  thia  family. 

"Ji^iD  Constable  (bom  in  IMl)  waa  the  father  of  John  ConataUe, 
who  married,  at  Lenohaia,  Enpbemia  Hoes,  hia  first  wife,  who  bore  to 
him,  January  29,  lfi96,  J  otin  Constable,  my  grandfather.  Hia  fatho-, 
who  resided  at  Lenchara,  I  always  understood  to  be  the  grandaon  of 
the  individual  whose  portrait  has  been  mentioned.  I  have  no  doco- 
menta  in  my  poaseaaion,  but  by  means  of  records  and  otherwise  it  may 
be  ascertained,  and  may  hereafter  be  an  object  of  my  Inqoiiy.  I 
visited  an  old  lady,  my  grandaunt,  at  Lenchara,  about  the  year  1785, 
who  entertained  me  with  many  family  anecdotes.  Her  father  had 
been  a  man  of  inventive  genius,  and  had  devised  aome  new  piece  of 
machinery,  naed,  I  think,  in  com-milla.  From  the  pariah  recorda  it 
appears  that  he  was  olao  a  leader  in  Church  matters,  often  member  of 
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Preabyterjr  in  the  Oeneral  Au«mbly,  and  on  one  occMicm  (1707)  r«- 
preBeotiiig  the  PrMbjteiy  of  Cupar  in  tha  MttlemeDt  of  a  Mr.  Bob«rt- 
•on  ai  minidter  of  ths  pariah  of  Leuchim.  Hii  commisaion  oo  that 
occaaion  ia  in  my  poueuion.  He  waa  a  well-aducated  man.  My 
grandfather  having  been  hi*  eldest  aoo,  I  am  hia  repreaeDtative. 

"  My  greatgrandfather  married  ft  aeoond  time,  Ann  Bobertaon,  vha 
bore  him  fivti  aona  and  three  daughtera.  Charlea,  the  fourth  sou,  bora 
in  1714,  was  brad  a  farmer,  and  settled  in  Berwickahire,  vhere  he 
•oqnired  the  eatatea  of  Pealwella  and  MoorhaU,  amd  waa  the  first  who 
introdnced  modem  improTementa  in  agriculture  ia  that  coonty.  One 
of  hia  eatatea — both  of  which  he  had  planted  and  improved — he  aold 
in  hii  lifetime,  the  other  deacsnded  to  hia  son,  the  lata  John  Conitable 
of  MoorhaU. 

"My  grandfather,  eldest  son  of  John  Conttable  of  Leuchaia,  also 
bred  a  farmer,  aettled  at  Arncroach,  in  the  pariah  of  Canibee.  He 
was  twioe  married, — first,  on  May  12,  1721,  to  Zliaabeth  Hean,  who 
had  no  family,  and  aeoond,  to  Margaret  Bisaet,  who  bore  him  fonr 
•on^  three  of  whom  died  yonng.  Thomaa,  bom  in  1737,  was  my 
father,'  who  married,  in  the  year  1762,  Elizabeth  Mylea,  daughter  of 
John  Mylea,  fanner  at  Eaat  Pitcorthy,  and  gnuddanghter  of  the 
IT  of  Fliik.     Of  their  aeven  children  I  am  the  only  known  aur- 


■  A  ahort  notice  of  him  will  be  found  in  a  note  at 
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Banks,  Sir  Joseph,  i.  373. 

Buinatyne,  Richard  (Knox's  secre- 
buy),  Journal  of,  L  424,  482. 

Barclay,  Captain,  of  Uric,  i.  127, 
131. 

Barton,  Beraard,  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Constable,  ii.  238-247. 

Bateman,  Dr.,  of  London,  L  60. 

Baynes,  Professor  Thomas  Spencer, 
ii.  331. 

Beaam,  The,  strictnres  on,  ii.  369 
tag.;  allasion  to,  by  3cott,iii  162. 

Seattle,  Dr.  James,  i.  39,  202,  939. 

Beechey,  Sir  William,  pictures  of, 
iii.  166. 

BeU  and  Bradfate,  I  I,  359,  636. 

Bell,  Andrew,  a  proprietor  of  the 
Encydopmdia  Britannica,  i.  8 ;  ii. 
311  M9. ;  an  edition  of  1900  copies 
purchased  from  him,  i.  68 ;  his 
death,  141. 

Benjamin,  snrgeon,  i.  634. 

Sir  Charles,  iiL  82. 

Qeorge   Joseph,  Professor   of 

Law  of  Scotland  Edinbnrgh  Uni- 
versity, ii  501. 


Bdl,  John  (of  Bdl  sod  Ibwifate),  L 
18,  63.  636. 

Beloe,  Rev.  W.,  L  427  ;  ii  275  teq. 

Benpcke,  Dr.,  Profu»>r  in  GOttingefl 
University,  i.  517. 

Besser,  Mr.,  Qerman  bookaeUer,  iL 
123. 

Betbune,  Henry  (formerly  Lindsay), 
of  Kilconquhar,  L  19 ;  ezamioa- 
tion  of  his  library,  38. 

Beverley,  Peter,— his  Historic  ef 
Ariodanto,  etc.,  i.  401. 

Birell,  Boboit,  L  26. 

Black,  Adam,  i.  viii.,  141. 

A.  and  C.,  pnblishers  in  Edin- 
burgh, ^st«tement  ■■  to  the  pro- 
gress and  present  position  of  the 
Encyolopndia  Britsnnica,  iL  330- 
332. 

Black,  Dr.  Joseph,  i.  33. 

"  Black  Dwarf  "  pnhlidied,  iii  92. 

Blackwood,  William,  early  fnendih^ 
with,  i.  39,  40,  140 ;  ii.  349,  388. 

Kackwood's  Magadoe,  iL  336  ae;., 
348  »tq.,  371. 

Blair,  Dr.  Engb,  i.  26,  33,  537. 

Robert  (Lord  President  of  the 

Court  of  Session),  death  of,  I  157. 

"  Bogles,"  the,  iiL  266,  271. 

Bohn,  Henry  G.,  Oennan  bookseller 
in  Covent  Garden,  ii.  432 ;  iii.  104. 

Bonaparte  and  literature,  i.  253,  254 ; 
"  Life  of  Bonaparte  "  fay  Scott 
■oggestodbyMr.  Constable  for  the 
"Misodlany,"  iii  310  se;.,  317; 
preparations  for,  323-328,  366- 
368,  378. 

Bonor,  Thomson,  son-in-Uw  of  An- 
drew BeU,  his  connexion  with  tk« 
Encyclopedia  Britannica,  ii.  313, 
314,  316-318. 
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BMWell,  Sir  Alexander,  iL  369. 
nottiger,  the  Hofratb,  n.  126. 
Bawdier,  John  {The   DmiTa  Cloven 

Foot),  iii.  301. 
Boyd,  Hugh,  i.  407. 
Bndfale,  John,  Dephev  and  partner 

of  John   Bell,    Edinbatgh   book- 

aeller,  i.  536. 
"  Kide  of  lAmmemtoor  "  pabliabed, 

iii  127. 
Bright^  Br.  Richard,  ii.  SOI. 
"  British  Drama,"  the,  L  367. 
"British  NovelUtB,"  the,  iii.  154, 181; 

publication     of,    midertakea    by 

Hnnt,  Robineon,  and  Co.,  Wl  aeq. 
Brodie,  Colon  el  Jamee,  L  9. 
"  Deacon  "  William,  a  letter  of 

hie  while  under  aantence  of  death, 

and  hie  last  will,  i.  43-46. 

Joseph,  i.  9. 

Brongham,  Eeniy  Lord,  L  ID2,  111, 

117,  193,  24»,  260,  603  i  ii  224- 

226. 
Brown,  ProfeMor  Jaa.,  9t  Aiidrews, 

167. 
James,  editor  of  the  "  Fanner*! 

Migazine,"  ii  211. 
Dr.  Thomas,  i  50,  265,   926; 

iL  274,  323. 
Browne,  Dr.  Jamee,  ii.  331. 
Bruce,  Jamea,   of  Kinnaird,   i  44 ; 

account  of   Alexander    Mamji'a 

residence  there  while  engaged  in 

editing  Bmce'e  Travel*,  222-243. 

James,  hii  son,  2S6  teq. 

Sir  Michael,  i  240. 

Bmnton,  Rev.  Dr.,  L  320   uq.;   ii 

601. 
Buccleuch,  third  Dnhe  of,—  applied 

to  as  guarantee  by  Scott,  iii  23 

aeq.;  hia  death,  67. 


5X  «0S 

Bnooleuch,  Charles,  fourth  Duke  of, 

iii  114,  119. 
Buchan,  Earl  of  (Darid  Erskine),  i 

29.31,  618-681. 
Buchanan,   David,    editor  of  Edin- 
burgh Gazetteer,  ii.  3S1. 
Burdett,  Sir  Francis,  i  90. 
Bitmet,  Bishop,  Life  and  Times  of, 

ii.  378,  624. 
Bumey,  Rear-AdmirsI  June*,  i  371. 
Bums,    Robert,   frequent  visitor  at 

Peter    Hill's    shop,    i     10,    3S; 

tombstone  of,  246  ;  reliqnes  of,  ii 

420  teq. 
Burt's  "  Letters  from  the  North  of 

Scotland,"  iii  119. 
Burton,  Benjamin,  Governor  of  Bank 

of  England,  i  106. 

CiU>BLL  and  Davtes,  Loudon  puV 
Iisber8,i95,  ill,  117.366. 

Robert,  aaaumed  a*  partner,  i 

166;  letters  of  Alex.  Murray  to, 
on  Us  oandidature  for  the  Hebrew 
chair,  321,  326,  328  ;  marriea 
Miw  CoD«table,  iii  100;  ber 
death,  ii  386;  iii.  108;  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Constable  aa 
to  financial  troubles,  iii  69  *ej.; 
disstJution  of  partnership  sug- 
geated  and  averted,  229-236  ;  cor- 
respondence in  reference  to  the 
issae  of  the  Novels,  and  the  in- 
terests of  parties  concemed—  Scott, 
Constable  and  Co.,  Hurst,  Robin- 
son, and  Co.,  and  Jauies  Ballau- 
tyno,  266-273  ;  correspondence 
with  Hr.  Conatable  regarding  Mr, 
Robinson's  request  for  eitenaive 
peouuiaiy  aasiatauce,  364-362 ; 
meaaurea  for  security,  and  plan 
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J  moutij,  383-399 ;  far- 
tlier  correapcmdence  oa  the  cruia, 
401-421  ;  the  portuanhip  with 
Hr.  Constable  ended,  427  ;  Scott 
,  oontianea  hia  connexion  with  Mr. 
Cadell,  427,  428,  430,  431. 

W.   A.,  contributor   to  £din- 

bnrgh  Gazetteer,  ii  381. 

Cilcott,  Sir  Augiiataa,  ii.  285. 

Callander,  Mr.,  of  Craigfortb,  hii 
KS.  notea  on  a  copy  of  Spenaer'a 
Fairy  Queen,  I  16. 

Cameron,  Robert,  p^er.maker  at 
GkneiJc,  it  503. 

Cauidge,  John,  (vganiat  of  York 
Cathedral,  i.  73,  68. 

Campbell,  Alexander,  hiatorian,  poet, 
etc.,  ii.  238. 

Lord  Frederick,  I  448. 

Sir  Way,   Lord  FnaidMit,   i 

244, 

Thomu,   i.    161 ;   ContiHBtal 

tcntr  proposed,  163-166;  the  Exile 
of  Erin,  163;  Specimena  of  the 
Poeta,  167  ;  correspondence  with 
Scott,  Murray,  and  Cockbum, 
regarding  them,  177-184;  hia 
Biatory  of  England,  16S;  filial 
affection,  167,  175;  letter  to 
Murray  as  to  a  new  Magasiiie, 
lMr\89;  Leyden  and  Campbell, 
202,  314. 

Mrs.,  of  Stonefield,  iii.  433. 

Cambee,  i.  6. 

Carey,  Robert,  Earl  of  Monmouth, 
Memoita  of,  edited  by  Soott,  iii. 
9. 

Carleton,  Captain  George,  Memoir* 
of,  edited  by  Scott,  iii.  9. 

John,  iiL  224.  I 

Cam^e,  Sir  D.,  i.  06. 


Carpenter,  Mr.,  iiL  119. 

CarataiiB,  John,  of  Abchnrcb  Lane, 
iii.  77,  368  teq. 

Canwell,  Jofau,  Biihop  of  Liamoie, 
hia  tranalation  of  Knox's  litmgy 
into  Gaelic,  i.  200. 

Caatlereagh,  Lord,  ii.  122. 

Cataloguea,  early,  i  13.16. 

Cathcart,  Sir  Andrew,  i.  104. 

Robert,  ataamed  as  partner,  L 

106 ;  ii.  292 ;  correapoadenoe  with 
Mr.  Constable,  292.307 ;  his  deatU 
L  446;  iL  308;  letter  of  Hr. 
Constable  to  Mr.  Scott  Uoncrieff 
aa  to  Mr.  Catboart's  share  in  the 
partnership,  308-311. 

Catholic  emancipation,  L  294. 

Cervetto,  Mr.,  L  126. 

"ChaldeeManuacript,"the,ii.336aB}. 

Chalmen,  David,  of  Ormoade,  his 
Pracliqva  nflke  Law  qf  SnMtuid, 
i.  14. 

George,    i.    21,    34,    88,    99, 

107,  261,  262,  277  »eq..  487 ;  iiL 
174;  hia  "Caledonia,"  i.  360, 
413-418,  426  >eq.;  Bojoojn  in 
America,  406  ;  hia  Life  of  Allu 
Ramaay,  406 ;  viait  to  Edinhiugh. 
409  ;  correapondenoe,  413-464, 
602 ;  ii.  142 ;  hia  death,  i.  466 ; 
hia  Ubrary,  466. 

Jamea  (nephew  of  George),  i. 

450,  458,  466. 

Dr.  Xhomaa,  letter  from,  L  62  ; 

renoval  from  St.  Andrews,  ii. 
210. 

Chambers,  Robert,  i.  42;  commenoe- 
meot  of  hia  literary  career,  iL 
465 ;  lettera  to  Mr.  Conatablek 
458-470. 

Dr.  WiUiam,  iL  468. 
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Charle*   n., — works    illuitntiro  of 

his  time,  iii.  210-213. 
ChnstiaoD,  Alexander,  Profenot  of 

Hnnuuiity,  Edinbnrj^  Univeraitj, 

1.326. 
Cicero,  traniUtiou  of,  i.  252,  3£7. 
Clerk,  John  (Lord  EldJn),  L  58,  61, 

138  ;  iL  142]  his  purchate  of  the 

Qordonatoun    library    from    Mr. 

CoiuUble,  i.  400-103. 
Clifford,  Mr.,  of  Tittll,  i.  420,  430. 
Cobbett,  WiUiMn,  L  248. 
Cockbnm,    Lord,    hia    eatiniftte    of 

Archibald  Constable  in  Memorial* 

<if  hia  own  Time,  L  1  ;  on  eitablish- 

memt  of  SdwAvrgh  Sevieie,  48, 50 ; 

notioe  of  Alexander  Mntnty,  213. 
Williani,  bookseller  in  Pitten- 

C0HBTAB1.E,  Abcrctalii,  birth  and 
education,  L  5 ;  apprentioed 
Peter  Hill  in  Edinburgh,  7-9  ; 
«Mly  *"""<■_  S_12  ;  ilia  fathcr'i 
death  in  1791,  13  ;  a*t«bgue  of 
the  Hatton  library,  15 ;  marriage 
to  Miss  Willison,  17,  37 ;  begins 
bosinen  (1795),  17  ;  first  visit  to 
London,  18,  37  ;  book-hnnting  in 
Scotland,  19  ;  publication  of  first 
•ale-catalogne,  21  ;  early  patroDB, 
21-26  ;  publications  during  early 
bunness  years,  25  eeq.,  44  leq., 
161  »eq.;  first  connexion  wHh  Sir 
Walter  Soott  {1800),  iiL  3  (««e 
Scott,  Sir  Walter);  partnership 
with  Mr.  Alexander  Qifaaon  Hunter 
o{  Blackness  (1804-11),  L  47,  58 


eeq. 

iUneai 


153, 


(1805),  i.  361  ;  bnuich 
establiahed  in  London,  44,  143, 
146,  147  ;  ii.  422  ;  iii  33  i  part- 
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nership  wit^  Mr.  Bobart  Cathcart, 
(1811-12),  i  44S,447i  il  292  «^.; 
iiL  69 ;  copyright  of  Encyclopaedia 
Britantiica  acquired,  iL  36,  298 
eeq.;  assumption  of  Mr.  Bobert 
Cadell  aa  partner  (1812),  i.  1G5, 
321  ;  visit  to  London  (1814),  iiL 
71 ;  death  of  Mra.  Constable,  ii 
116;  iii.  73-75;  Elizabeth,  bis 
eldest  daoghter,  mairied  to  Mr. 
Kobert  Cadell,  iii.  100  ;  Mr.  Con- 
stable's second  marrisge,  106  ; 
Mrs.  CadeU's  death  (1818),  ii.  97, 
385 ;  iiL  108  ;  purchase  of  all 
Scott's  works  as  at  Jannary  1819, 
iii.  122  ;  death  of  hia  mother, 
Elizabeth  Mylea  (1819),  I  13  ;  iii. 
601  1  removal  to  England  (Spring 
I82I)  on  account  of  health,  i.  456 ; 
iL  172;  iiL  149-232,471;  dissolu- 
tion of  partnership  with  Mr.  Cadell 
■uggeated  and  averted,  iiL  229- 
236  ;  visit  to  London  (April  1828), 
261  ;  correspondence  with  Scott 
en  financial  matters,  274-288  ; 
death  of  his  daughter  Catherine 
(1824),301,302,  449;  accountant's 
examination  of  the  firm's  transac- 
tions with  James  Ballantyne  and 
Co.  objected  to  by  Scott,  473; 
shadows  beg^  to  fall — correspon- 
dence with  J.  0.  Kobinsoo,  333 
teq. ;  visit  to  London  in  connexion 
with  the  "  MisceUany,"  366  ; 
orisisapproaching — correspondence 
anent  measures  for  security,  377 
itq. !  visit  to  London  (Jannary 
1826),  400 ;  hope  extinguished, 
407  ;  separation  of  the  partners, 
427 ;  faib'ng  health,  439,  447 ;  his 
death,    451  ;     retrospect    of   his 
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career,  453 ;  opinioos  of  tbe  preu 

*t  the  period  of  the  catastrophe, 
and  obitnary  naticea,  477-498 ; 
geaealogical  memoranda,  499-001. 
See  Cadell,  R.  ;  ItobinHon,  J.  0. 

Constable,  David,  eldest  bod  of  Archi- 
bald Conitable,  i.  367,  446,  451, 
46S ;  ii.  378, 379 ;  aketchof  hia  earlj 
life,  ii.  105  ;  residence  in  London, 
108;  Continental  tour,  11S-137; 
,  Btudiea  for  the  bar,  142-144  ;  hia- 
toric  research,  142 ;  literary  cor- 
resiwndenta.  142,  521-627;  his 
marriage,  147,  rtate  of  hU  health, 
149-148  ;  letters  to  membera  of 
his  family,  148,  152  ;  his  death, 
155  ;  lines  to  the  Spring  at  Schaar- 
beck,  157  ;  his  estimate  of  Thomas 
Thomson,  177-183,  and  of  Francla 
Jeffrey,  221-223  ;  letter  to  Mr. 
Alexander  Cowan,  iii.  444 ;  letters 
to  bis  brother  Henry  on  the  rela- 
tJoni  between  (lir  Walter  Scott  and 
tbeir  father,  461-474. 

Thomaa,   fatber  of   Arohibald, 

iii.  601  ;  his  character,  i.  4  ;  bia 
death,  13  ;  Mrs.  Constable,  i.  13 ; 
iiL  501. 

Charles,  of  Moorball,  i.  4,  37  ; 

iii.  601. 

George,    of    Wallace    Cnuj^e 

{Joaathan  Oldbnck  of  the  "  Antd- 
qoary"),  i.  31  (  iii.  600. 

Colonel  George  (Captajn  Mac- 

tn^^re  of  the  " Antiqnary  " ),  iii 
600. 

Henry,  us.   poetry  of,  L  421, 

423. 

Sir  W.,  iiL  489. 

Cook,  Rev.  Dr.  George,  i.  443,  477  ; 
n.  209-213. 


Cook,  C^ttuD  James,  Lite  of,  pro- 
jected, iL  491. 

Cormack,  David,  iii.  252. 

Coonty  Hiitoriea,  i.  264,  280-282, 
416. 

Coventry,  Dr.,  i.  378. 

Covington,  Lord,  i  31. 

Cowan,  Alexander,  of  Talleyfield, 
Peeicoik,  ii.  603-520  ;  choacn 
tmatee  on  Mr.  Constable's  eatate, 
iii.  420,  441  aeq. 

Mra,  Dnncan,  i.  9. 

Cowper,  William,  Bishop  of  Galloway, 
iii.  176. 

Coie,  Peter,  iiL  297. 

Crabbe,  Rev.  Oeorge,  iL  376. 

Craigcrook,  occnpants  of,  ii.  99,  IdO, 
215. 

Creech,  William,  Edinburgh  book- 
seller, i.  1,  28,  63.  226,  329,  3U; 
ii.  38,  203  ;  bis  professional  ctxter, 
536,  536  ;  iii.  489. 

Cromek,  R.  H.  {Seotiah  BaHadt),  n. 
419-423, 

Croom,  Miss,  iii.  S55. 

Collen,  Dr.  William,  i.  33. 

Cninberland,  Richard,  L  126,  127, 
367. 

Cnmmjng^  Jamea,  secretaiy,  Anti- 
qnarian  Society,  L  32. 

Cunningham,  Allan,  iL  419. 

Currao,  John  Philpot,  iL  90. 

William  Henry,  ii.  601. 

Cuyp,  paintings  of,  L  107. 

Dalx,  David,  L  134. 

Dalgaims,  Mrs.,  ii  489. 

Dalrymple,  Alexander,  i.  373. 

Dalyell,  Sir  John  Graham,  L  27, 363, 
481  Mq. ;  works  published  for,  28, 
29 ;    correapondence    relating   to 
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these,  483^S4 ;  contributor  to 
Edinboirgh  Gaeetteer,  u.  381. 

Daliel,  Andrew,  Frot«Mor  of  Greek, 
Edinburgh  Univereity,  L  19,  193, 
2S4. 

DavidaoD,  Dr.,  of  Muirhonse,  i.  16, 
16. 

James,   Edinburgh  bookseller, 

i3l. 

John,  W.S.,    hi*   eon,    i.  30, 

31. 

Dariea,  Mr.  {of  Cttdell  and  Daviea, 
London  pnbliBhen),  L  106. 

Davy,  Sir  Humphrj,  iL  318. 

De  Boeei,  Morquia  Mid  Marohioneaa, 
iL  377. 

DelaniMf,  Lady  (afterwards  Hn. 
Harvey,  lister  of  Basil  Hall),  her 
Journal,  ii  473  ;  letter  from  Sir 
Walter  Scott  to  Captain  HaU  re- 
garding it,  474,  476. 

Dempster,  George,  of  Dunnichen,  ii. 
4,6. 

Desenfaus'  collectioQ  of  pictures,  i. 
106. 

Devonshire,  Doke  of,  letter  to,  i 
121. 

Dibdin,  Dr.  T.  F.,  iL  108. 

Dickson,  James,  printer  to  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland,  i.  63S. 

Disraeli,  base  i.  38, 12S. 

Bitten,  Count,  ii  Ifid. 

Doig,  Mr.,  i.  167  «eg. 

Don,  Sir  A-,  i.  61. 

Dcmaldson,  James,  eminent  book- 
seller and  jirinter  in  Edinburgh, 
i.  18, 537,  638. 

Douglas,  family  of,  iL  628. 

Gawin.     See  Glenberrie. 

Right    Hon.    Sylvester.       S<e 

Glenbervie,  Lord, 
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Donee,  Fraticis,  i.  362. 
Dowie,  John,  i.  20,  286. 
Downet,  John,  iL  331. 
"  Drama,"  article  on,  by  Scott,  for 

the  Encfclopfodia  Britaonioa,  iiL 

128,  129. 
Dumfries,  Lady,  iii  196. 
Dumouriez,  General,  iiL  171. 
Duncan,  Dr.  Andrew,  junior,  L  49, 

60,  329,  635 ;  iL  601. 
Dundas,  Sir  Bobert,  iii.  196. 
Dundases  and  Braces,  feud  between 

them    ended    by   a   loBrrisge,    i. 

241. 
Dondrennan  Abbey,  L  267. 
Duds,  Robert,  i.  40. 
Durham,  Sir  Philip  C.  C,  ii.  386. 
Dyer,  George,  iL  236. 

Eaolb,  Mbs.,  L  6,  7. 
Edgar,  Miai,  iii.  254. 
Edgeworth,  Maria,  intcod  notion  to, 

and    subsequent     correspondence 

witb,  iL  404-418  ;  her  iotereet  in 

the  "  Miscellany,"  iii.  317. 
Edinburgh  Booksellers  (notices  of)  at 

the  close'  of  Isst  century,  i.  633- 

640. 
Edinburgh    Gazetteer,    contributors 

to,  iL  381. 
Edinburgh  Magazine,  L  33. 
Edinburgh    Review    projected    and 

eeUblished,  L  48-56. 
Education :    BeU  aud   Lancaster,  L 

206. 
Edwards,  Mr,,  bookseller  in  Halifax, 


Elder,  John,  Edinburgh  bookseller. 


EJdin,  Lord.     See  Clerk,  John. 
Eldon,  Lord,  L  109. 
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Elliot,  Charl«<,  bookuUer  in  Edin- 
bnrgb.  Mid  fBther-in-Uw  of  John 
Murray,  the  eminent  London  pah- 
liaber,  L  8,  365,  «33-S ;  ii  312. 

GUbert,  i.  313. 

Ellia,  G«orgn  IBarlg  BitgUth  Poelt), 
i.  194,  495. 

Bight  Hon.  William,  ot  Wdli, 

iiUT. 

Elshender,  iii.  225. 

Encydopsidift  Britomiiea,  its  first 
proptietora,  i.  S  ;  sketch  ot  its 
origin  and  progreu  down  to  the 
Iiresent  time,  ii.  311-332. 

Encjclopeedift  for  Youth  projeoted, 
ii  405  »eq.,  426,  427,  478,  482< 
484 ;  letten  to  Soott  and  Sydney 
Smith  with  refersQoe  to  it,  iii. 
303  M$. 

Erskiae,  Hon.  Andrew,  notice  of,  i- 
32. 

Charleg,  iii.  79. 

David.     See  Bqchao,  Eari  ol 

David,  W.a,  i.  23. 

Eon.  Henry,   and  hii  brother 

Lord  Enkine,  i.  30,  31,  104,  157, 
526, 

Dr.  John,  L  26,  28,  33. 

William  (Lord  Kinnedder),   i 

193,  210;  ill  15,  59,  191,  252, 
292. 
Euler'B  Worki,  L  24. 

pAiRBAtBK,  John,  i.  17,  538. 
Pairfoul,  Mre.,  i.  35. 
Fergnson,  Capt.  Adam,  iii.  114,  119. 
Fern,  Miw,  il  14. 
Fettea,  Sir  William,  L  61. 
Fleming,  Rev.  John,  iii  40. 
Flinders,  Matthew,  i.  372. 
Forbea,  Mr.,  i  47. 


Forbea,  I^.  DaasaB,  L  270.  tfe-480i 

iL176. 

Sir  WHlJain,  ii.  184  »eq. 

Ford,  Biohaid  (Handboot/or  Spakt), 

notice  of,  ii.  127-129;  ]ett«a  of, 

to  David  Conatable.  137-142. 
Forfar,  William,  pariah  Bchooltnaaic* 

at  Cambee,  i  5 ;  afterwards  naini- 

ster  of  Saline,  ii.  602. 
Forfarshire,  life  in,  L  64  trq. 
ForreHter,  Mr.,  banker,  iii.  74. 
"Fortnnea  of  Nigel,"  pnblication  o^ 

ia  218. 
Fothergill,  Charies,  t.  351. 
Fotintainhall,  Lord,  hia  us.,  iii.  22S. 

See  Lander,  Sir  T.  D. 
Poi,  Eight  Hon.  C.  J.,  i  379. 
Friddani,  Baron,  ii  117. 
Fry,  Elizabeth,  ii.  501. 
Fnllerton,    Mr.,    ot    Cantaira, — hit 

library  purchased,  i  268.  353. 
Fnaeli.  Heoiy,  painter  fud  art  critic, 

i  94. 


Gaw,  Johit,  ii  371. 

Geddea,  Andrew,  i  120. 

Genealogical  Memorandft,  iii  499- 
501. 

Geographical  Dictionary  projected, 
'  448-450. 

Gerard,  Dr.  Gilbert,  i.  353,  378. 

Oibbona,  Qrinling,  carver  in  wood, 
iii  228. 

Gibson,  BaroD,  of  Potadam,  ii  1ST. 

James,  an  early  friend,  after- 
ward* Sir  James  Gibgon-Crug,  q.v. 

Gibson-Cnug,  Sir  Jamea,  of  Riccar- 
ton,  i  58,  92,  93,  145,  147,  287 
iwy.;  u.  120,  602  ;  iii  34,  70,  386, 
387;  letter  on  Mrs.  ConcUble'* 
deaU^  74;  l«ttor  on  relataona  b«- 
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tween  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Mr. 

Constable,  456. 
Oibaon-Craig,  Sir  William,  i.  120. 
Qilcbriit,  Mr.,  banker,  iii.  70  mq. 
GiUies,  Ad&m  (Lord),  L  92 ;  iL  30. 

Robert  Pierce,  i.  496. 

Giordano,  Pietro,  ii.  118. 
Gladstone,  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  Jolm), 

Liverpool  mercbant,  i.  77- 
Gleig,  Buhop  George,  of  Stirling, 

editor  of   part  of  third  edition 

of    Eno;olopwdia    Britannica,    ii. 

312,  313. 

Kev.  G.  R.,  iii.  820. 

Gleuberrie,  Lord,  L  128,  374,  377, 

429  »tq. ;  ii.  1 63 ;   correspondence 

Tpith,  u.  183-196,  628. 
Glenco«,  masucre  oF,  iii.  259,  262. 
Goodsir,  Alexander,  iii.  460. 
Goagh,   Mr.,   English  antiquary,  L 

21,  22, 39S. 
Godwin,  William,  novelist  and  liii. 

torical   writer,   ii    47    Kg. ;    big 

novels,  48,    68  teq.;   correspond- 
ence, 49  »eq.;  visit  to  Scotland,  73. 
Gordon,  Sir  Alexander,  of  Culvea- 

nan,  L  280. 
Gordon,  Sir  Robert,  ofGordonitoun, 

puKhase  of  bis  library,  i,  400.' 

Mr-,  of  Kenmure,  i.  280. 

Dncheai  of,  lines  addreaaed  to, 

by  the  Earl  of  Bnchan,  1  619  ttq. 
Gowrie  conspiracy,  iii  176. 
Grs;  (or  Galloway),  Mrs.,  pubHsfaer 

of  religious  books  in  Edinbnrgti, 

i.  638. 
Graham,  Mrs.  Maria,  ii-  284-286. 
Grahame,  Bev.  James  [The  Sabbath), 

letters  of,  iL  229-233;  lines  by  John 

Wilson  on  his  death,  234. 
Grant,  Dr.,  i-  374. 
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Qrant,  Bev.  Mr.,  of  Dores,  ii  376. 

Sir  William,  Master  of   the 

Rolls,  i.  422. 
Grenville,  Lord,  i  109. 
GreviUe,  Dr.  R.  Eaye,  ii.  410,  426, 


478; 


.  204. 


Grose,  Captain,  frequent  visitor  at 
Peter  HiU's  tbop,  i.  10 

Grotei,  the,  ii.  375. 

Gnnn,  Mr.,  typography  of  bis  work 
on  the  Harp  in  the  Highlands,  i 
376. 

Gnmey,  Joseph  John,  ii.  601. 

GnjJirie,  Alexander,  Edinbnrgh  book- 
seller, i  538. 

James,  ot  Craigie,  ii.  4. 

John,  Edinburgh    bookseller, 

i.  638. 

"Gny  Maunering," publication  of,  in 
London,  iii  78  >tq. 

Haesleb,  Mr.,  German  book«Gller, 
ii  121 

Hules,  Lord,  i.  33. 

"  Halidon  Hill,"  publication  of,  iii 
216  ftf^- 

Hall,  Basil,  correspondence  with,  ii 
471-409 ;  his  presentation  to  Mr. 
Constable  of  the  copyrigbt  of 
"Loo-C!boo"and  *' South  America," 
the  three  first  volmoes  of  the 
"Miscellany,"  a  496 ;  iii  329, 
331. 

Hamilton,  Lord  Archibald,  i  100.  : 

Elizabeth   (Coilagers  of  Olot- 

frumie),  ii.  202. 

Dr.  Y.  Buchanan,  of  Leny,  i 

35  ;  ii  501. 

Frofeesor,  i.  321  #ej. 

Mrs-,  of  Pencaitland,  iii.  296. 

Harding,  Joseph,  i  373. 
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"Harold  tbe  Danntleu "  pabliihed, 

iil  W. 
Hartsyde,  Mugarot,  trial  of,  1 4S7-S ; 

ii.  1-72,  178;  iii.  173.  194. 
Hawkwood,  Sir  Jolm,  uL  249,  250. 
Hay,  Charles  (afterwarda  Hon.  Lord 

Newton),  i,  70. 
Hayley,  WiUiam,  ii  29. 
Hazlitt,  William,  iL  92,  440  ;  lettara 

to  him  from  Francis  JeSnj,  217- 

221. 
"  Heart  of  Midlothian"  (TfJes  of  My 

Landlord,    lacond    seriei),    oorre- 

Bpondenae  regardiag,  iii.  100  teq., 

107,  108  ;  publication  of,  110. 
Heath,  Dr.,  library  of,  i.  149. 
Heber,  Richard,  i.  104,  208,  495; 

iii.  3. 
Helps,  Sir  Arthur,  iii.  1. 
Henderaon,     Alexander,     an     early 

friend,  i  7-12  ;  ii-  387. 
Henry,  Rev.  Dr.,  i.  33. 
Henaler,  Dr.,  of  Kiel, — his   library, 

ii.  162  ttq. 
Herd,  David,  notice  of,  i  20-22  ;  hU 

SoDgs,  414. 
Heriot,    George,   i.   458    *eq. ;     hia 

Memoir,  by  Archibald  Constable, 

i.  4S8;  ii.  176;  iii.  219. 
George,  abotsmaker  in  London, 

1462. 
Heron,  Robert;  notice  of,  L  38,  248  ; 

John,  his  father.  218. 
Herries,  Mr.,  of  Spottes,  i.  246,  260, 

271. 
Hibbert,  Dr.,  iii.  260. 
Highland  Society  Dinner,  i.  1 14. 
Hill,  Principal  Dr.  George,  iL  212. 

Ninion,  ill  40. 

Peter,  i.  1 ;  Constable  becomes 

bis  apprentice,  7  ;  ii  503. 


"  History  of  Scotland"  projected  by 

Scott,  iii.  02  ;  letters  regarding  it, 

93,94. 
Hodgson,  Captain,   Memoirs  of.  by 

8oott,iii6. 
Hofer,  Andrew,  Tyroleae  patriot  iL 

131-133. 
Hogg,  James  (the  EUrick  Shield), 

i.  366,  495;  ii.  353  ;  lettnstoMr. 

Constable,  iL  334-363. 
Home,   Rev.   John, — publication  of 

hU  works,  ii.  334,  335. 

John,    hia    nephew,    ii,    337 

Hood,  Mr.  (of  Vemor  and  Hood),  L 
173,  17B.  176. 

Lady   (afterwards   Hon.   Mn. 

Stewart- Mackenzie),  iL  282-284. 

Hooker,  Dr.,  iL  396. 

Hope,  Sir  John,  i.  168,  139. 

Horn,  the  ChevaUer  (Frankfort],  ii 

130,  137. 
Horner,  Francis,  i.  SO,  100,  10^  111, 

117,  193;  iL  227,  228. 

Leonard,  L  50  ;  ii  228,  390 ; 

letter  to,  ii.  391. 

Howie,  David,  divinity  atodent  at 
St.  Andrews,  peculiar  letter  from, 
ifi7. 

Hughes,  Mr.,  nunufactnrar  in  Hali- 
fax, i  74. 

Hnme,  David  (nephew  of  the  hiato. 
rian],  iL  338  ;  UL  195. 

Hunt,  James  Henry  Leigh,  iL  217i 
his  trial,  iiL  136,  137. 

Hunter.  Alexander  Gibson,  of 
Blackaes^  first  transaction  with, 
i.  27 ;  becomes  Mr.  Constable's 
partner,  47,  58  atq.  ,_Soott's  feeling 
towards  him,  iiL  9,  13;  with- 
drawal from  the  firm,  i.  163 ;  his 
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d«&th,  leO ;   letter  of  Alexander 

Mmray  with  reterenoa  to,  318. 
Hunter,  Cbarlee,  I  78,  79.  100. 
David,    of   Eikmonnt,  lettoTi 

from,   i.    75,    78,    99,    122;    hU 

defttb.  145. 
James,  book  seller  in  Bdinbnrgh, 

i.  8  ;  ii.  31.1. 

Dr.,  of  York,  L  72,  85. 

Dr..  i.  314. 

Hanthillo,  pedigree  of  the,  fi].  294, 

295.  ■* 

Hnnrt,   lUbinion,  uid  Co.,  London 

»genta  ot  A.  Constable  and  Co.,  cor- 

isapondence  with  Scott  aa  to  Iji 

edition   of  British   Novelists,   iii. 

197-202.      See    Cadell,    Bobert  ; 

BobinaoD.  J.  0. 
Hyde  Abbey  School  at  Winchester, 

ii.  106. 

Ixt^Y,  Hn.,  atterwards  Mrs,  Ood. 

win.     See  Wollitonecraft. 
Incbbald,  Mrs.,  noreliat  and  drama- 
tist, ii.  76-78. 
In^,  John  R.  ii.  108  ;  letter*  of, 

to  David  Constable,  121.  122. 
Innea,  Dr.  Robert,  of  Gifford,  I  25. 
Irving  Edward,  iL  377. 
" Dr.  David,  librarian  to  Faoolty 

of  Advocates,  i.  465,516. 
WaahingtoD,  negotifttioiu  with, 

ii  428-432. 
"IvaDhoe,"  pnblioation  of,  iii.  133; 

diamatimng  of,  261. 
Ivoiy,  Mr.,  Pmferaor  in  the  Militarj' 

Cdlege  at  Marlowe,  L  368. 

Jacksoit,    Mr.,    British    Envoy    in 

America,  ii.  34. 
Jameson,  Professor  Robert,  ii.  501. 
VOL.  m. 
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Jamieton,  B«bert,  L  839,  495  ;  cor- 
reipondence  with  Soott  and  Con- 
stable, 505-517;  recranmended  by 
Scott  as  editor  for  Bnrt's  Letters, 
iii  119,  120. 

Dr.,  I  41 1,  422  ;  iL  274. 

Jeans,  John,  statuary  in  Aberdeen, 
i.  531. 

Jeffrey,  Lord, — his  connexion  with 
Edinburgh  Reetea,  i.  60  mq.,  249: 
ii  14;  his  review  of  "Maimion" 
critieised,  ii  19,  and  of  Darwin's 
life,  25 ;  instances  of  his  liber«Iity, 
216,217;lettera  to  William  Hazlitt, 
217-221  ;  estimate  of  his  cbaraoter 
by  David  Constable,  221-223. 

Jersey,  I*dy,  ii.  377. 

Johnson,  bookseDer,  of  St.  Patd's 
Churchyard,  i.  S4. 

Dr.  Samuel,  ii.  1 17. 

Johnatone,  Chevalier  de,  iii  177. 

Joinvllle,  Mr.,  i.  374,  377. 

Jonson,  Ben,  portrait  of,  iii  298. 

Josaelyn's  Voyages  to  New  England, 
iii  172,  175. 

Jonius,  letter*  of, — their  aathotship, 
i.407. 

Eaubs,  Lord,   i    33 ;   Lord  Wood- 

houselee's  Life  of,  356 ;  his  works, 

358,  359,  535. 
Keith,  Mn,  Mnrray,  iii.  195. 
Kellie,  Lady,  iii.  433, 
"KeniIworth''pnbliBhed,iii  147, 148. 
Eerr,  William,  father-in-law  of  Fro- 

feasor  W.  Wallace,  i.  II. 
Einnurd  H88.,  1.  286,  287,  SOO  itq. 

See  Bmce,  James. 
Kfnnear.  Mr.,  iii.  138. 
Kinnedder,  Lord.    See  £ 
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Kitduno',  Dr.  Willum,  and  hU 
writjnga,  iL  440-147  i  taggfitHoa 
by,  to  have  tha  long*  ia  8oott'« 
Poetie*!  Worki  nt  to  mniic,  iii 
186. 

Knight,  OhvlM,  iii  439. 

KuowIm,  Jamea  Sheridan,  notice  of, 
iL  433,  440 :  letter  from,  439. 

KnuenBtern,  Cftptain  A.  J.  too,  L 
371,  372. 

Lasb,  Sir  John,  i.  89. 

UidUir,  WiUiMU.  i  496;  iii.  289, 4fi8. 

Lung,  Dr.  David,  i.  viii,  141,  399, 

464;  iiLSOO. 
Mftloohn,  historiui,  i.  226,  84Si 

Isttera  of,  ii.  194-200. 
Williim,  "good    collector    of 

good  book*,  chiefly  old  ones,"  L  1, 

63,  73,  141,  162,  fi38 ;  letter  of 

RitMn'i  to,  601. 
Lamb,  Chariee,  ii  236. 
I^mbton,  Hon.  Hebwoith,  ii.  174. 
lAmont's  Diary,  i  434  teq. ;  ii.  390. 
lAnsdowne,  Lord,  iL  377. 
Larochejaqneleiii,   HaFohioueBB,    iii. 

436. 
I^Qder,  Sir  Thoma*  Dick,  correapon- 

denoe  with,  ii.  432-438. 
Laudeidale,  Earl  of;  i.  16,  35,  88. 
Lawrence,  Sir  Thranas,  iii.  Z21. 
Lawrie,  Mr.,  L  18. 
Lawaou  de  Cardonnel,  Adam,  i.  14. 
"  l*y  of  the  LHt  Minrtrei,"  iii  6  ; 

copyright   pnrchaaed   by   Mesen. 


I«e,  Principal  John,  ii  602. 

"  L^end  of  MontroM  "  pnbliahed,  iii. 


Lennox  and  Bichmond,  Duke  of,  iii. 
173,  193. 


Ladie,  Sir  John,  L  12,24,247,326; 
iL  323,  381-383,  400,  401  ;  oone- 
■pondsnce  with  Mr.  Conttable,  iL 
383-400. 

Lewia,  Matthsw  Or^my,  iii  300. 

Leyden,  Dr.  Jdin,  i.  190;  iii  3; 
early  life  and  atodieek  L  191-193; 
hia  talant  for  languagea,  19%  193 ; 
ordination,  193  ;  Highland  Tom, 
198-201  ;  hia  "Soeneaof  Infancy,' 
802  ;  aatla  for  Madraa,  303 ;  lettm 
from  abroad,  2 


210; 


holm,  312; 
Uorray  with  ref erenoe  to  Lejda, 
308  leq.  ;  biographical  notice  o^ 
by  Scott,  312,  313. 

Robert,  i  312. 

Liahtenatein,  Frofeaaor,  ii  124,  1!G. 

Lindaay,  Heniy.     Bee  Bethone. 

liaton.  Sir  Bobert,  u.  186. 

liverpool.  Lord,  IL  377. 

Livingaton^  Sir  William,  of  Kiliyth, 
iii.  173. 

Lockhart,  John  Gibaon,  ui  poam ; 
hia  marriage  to  Miia  Scott^  136; 
firat  letter  to  Mr.  Conatabl^  151 1 
their  firat  interview  described, 
162 ;  snbaequent  correspondency 
IMwg.  ;  hia  "  Don  Qniiote,"  ISl, 
191  ;  letter*  to  Mr.  ConataUe  on 
the  "Miscellany,"  306-317,  3!D 
teq.;  letter*  to,  &om  Mr.  Cob- 
stable,  426,  437, 440. 

President,  i  639. 

Logan,  Bev.  John,  L  374. 

London,  Mr.  Constable's  flrat  rint 
to  (1796),  i  37  ;  honae  i^entd 
there  in  1809,  66,  268.  See  Coa- 
slable,  Archibald. 

Longman,  Qeoige,  i.  139. 
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LoDgnuu,  Tbomu,  pnbliBhvr  in  Lon- 
dgn,  i,  IS ;  buBioeM  relations  with, 
43-47,  61,  64,  79,  338-347,  369 ; 
iii  32  Kq.,  71, 101  Mq.  ;  oonneiion 
with  SiiinJMrgK  Sevieut,  L  65,  56 ; 
viait  to  tkotlAnd,  63  tq. ;  hia  io- 
terert  ia  Bmce'i  TnTsU,  223  leq. 

"  Lotd  of  the  liles,"  the  preparation 
for  Hid  publicktiou  of,  iii.  60-60, 
78. 

Lowe,  Joteph,  contiibator  to  Edin- 
bnlgh  Gazetteer,  U.  3S1. 

Lnndie,  Mr.,  of  Relao,  i.  31 1. 

LyndMjr,  Sir  David, — Chalmen's 
edition  of  hii  works,  i.  261. 

MHiloKQCODALi,  Mr.,  of  Liverpool,  i. 

16. 
MVallocb,  JobnBanuaj,  iL  369-376. 
MaodoDAld,  Hector,  iii.  433. 
MacFarquhar,  Colin,  a  proprietor  of 

the  Eaeyclopgedis  Britamuo*,  i.  8  ; 

iL31l. 
MacOowan,  John,  i.  23. 
Macgregor,  Alexander,  of  Glasgow, 

ii  503. 
M'Harg,  Jams*,  L  219. 
Mackeniie,    Hon.  Mrs.   Stcrwart,  ii 

282-284. 

-  Sir  George  Stewart,  o(  CooU,  ii, 
01. 

-  Rev.  Dr.,  of  Lasswade,  ii  603. 
Henry  [Man  of  FttWng),  L  117, 

410 ;    correspondeuoe    with    Mr. 

Constable,  ii.  335-347. 

John,  i  410. 

Eight  Hon.  Kinoaid,  ii.  387. 

Mackintosh,  Sir  James,  ii  7,  142-144, 

214,  285 ;  carreepondenoe  with  Mr. 

Constable,    376-380,    aod    David 

ConsUble,  620-527. 


Ml. 


Macknight,  Dr.  Jamea,  i  33. 

Mr.,  i.  363. 

Maclaren,  Charlei  (of  the  Scotsman), 
his  engagement  for  the  historical 
and  geographical  artioles  of  the 
Supplement  to  the  sixth  edition  of 
the  Encyclopiedia  Britannica,  ii 
327,  328,  364 ;  letter  proposing  a 
SjrBteia  of  Altdent  Geography, 
366-369. 

Madaurin,  Colin,  i.  10. 

MacDsb,  A.,  of  aienorchy,  i.  201. 

Maoneill,  Heotor,  Scottish  poel^  ii 
23A,  83S. 

Macnicol,  Mr.,  of  Lismore,  Leyden's 
interview  with,  i.  199-201. 

M-Crie,  J>r.  Thomaa,  i  443 1  iii  179; 

ii  IBS. 
Megee,  Arcbbiahop, — letter  from,  as 

to  EdMmrgh,  Bemew,  i  94. 
Magnnsson,  Professor  Finn,  ii  602. 

278. 

Captain  {afterwards  Sir  Fre- 
derick Lewis,  Bear-Admiral), — 
his  Jonmal,  ii.  487  itq. 

Major,  L  61. 

Rev.  J.  O.,  of  Misigaf^  L  214; 

Iett«r  of,  to  Priacipal  Baird,  219. 

Malcolm,  Sir  John,  i  193 ;  his  esti- 
mate of  Leyden,  21L 

Manoen  and  Mill^,  Edinbnrgb  pab- 
liaheis,  i  1,  44, 223, 261,  301. 

"Marmion,"  copy-money  for,  and 
pnbUoatiMi  of,  iii  7i  8  i  its  sue- 
ceas,  i  269,  276;  ii  16;  iii  8; 
Jeffi^y's  review  of,  i  266  ;  iii  9. 

Martial'*  Epigrams,  us,  of,  i  490. 

Mary  Queen  of  Scol^  i  433  teq., 
453  i  ii  196  aeq. 
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MktDrin,  Rev.  C.  B.,  ii  501. 
Maule,  Mr.,  L  64-160  pamim. 
MawmaD,  Joaeph,  first  London  pab- 

luber  of  EdmbuTyh  Bevittr,  J.  65, 

379  i  ii  I9S. 
Maxwell,    Mr.,    of     Carrnclian,     i. 

2S0. 

Dr.,  of  Teiraugity,  i  280. 

Mechanica'  EnOfclopradia  projeoted, 

ii.  390  ifq.,  479. 
Melvil,  Jwoea,  iii  179. 
Melville,  Lord,  LIU  nq.,  424. 
Mill,    James     (History    qf    Britith 

India),  bi>  opinion  of  the  "  Mis- 

oellany,"  ii.  372-374. 
Millar,  Andrew,  L  533. 
Dr.  Jwuee,  editor  of  the  Ikioy- 

clopndift  EdinenaiH,  and  of  fourth 

edition  of  the  Brifauinioa,  ii  31S 

»eq. 
Miller,  Jobn,  a  London  pubtiaher,  ii. 

428-430. 

Dr.  Patrick,  u.  228. 

Robert,  I  62,  153,  326,  356. 

William  (Maira/i  predecemor 

in  Albemarle   Street,  London),  L 

95,  379,  388-390. 

Sir  William,  of  Olenlee,  i.  31. 

Hilne,  Nicol,  iiL  103. 

"MinatreUy  of  the  Scottiah  Bordor," 

iii.  3m7. 
Minto,  Loti),    GoTemor'Qeneral   of 

India,  i.  209,310,312,  316. 
"  MitoeUaneoiia    Proae   Worka "  of 

Scott,  edition  of,  propoaed  by  Mr. 

ConsUble,  iii  184  leq.,  193. 
"  Mitoellany,"    the,    iii    306  ;   the 

■cheme  of,  explained  to  Scott  at 

Abbottford,    307-310;    lettera   of 

Lookhart  with  regard  to,  306,  314- 

317 ;  letters  of  Mr.  ConsUble  to 


Sir  Walter  Scott,  323-331  ;  dedi- 
cation to  George  iv.,  330,  331 
oorreepondence  with  J.  0.  Robin- 
•on,  in  which  the  plan  ia  ei- 
ponnded,  SSZteq.;  Ur.  ConataUe'i 
viut  to  London  for  the  art*nge. 
ment  of  preliminariea  for  tiie 
pabtication,  366,  380;  isN«  of 
the  fint  Diimber,  435. 

Mitchell,  Sir  Andrew,  Papen  of,  a. 
18*  teq. 

"  Monastery,"  publication  of  the^  by 
Measn.  Longman,  iii.  134. 

Monboddo,  Lord,  i  33. 

MoDcrei£F;  Sir  Henry  Wellwood,  ii 
500, 

Moncrieff,  William  Scott,  letter  to, 
from  Mr.  Constable,  ii  308-311. 

Monteith,  Robert,  Scottish  hiitorian, 

iine. 

Montgomery,  James,  poet,  letters  to 
Meaars.  Constable  And  Co.,  ii 
248-256. 

Monti,  Yincenzo,  ii  118. 

Moodie,  Dr.,  Frofeaeor  of  Oriental 
Lftognagea  in  Ediabnrgb  nniver- 
sity,  i  221,  320. 

Moore,  Oenaral,  i.  148. 

Moray,  Earl  of,  i  14 

More,  Jacob,  i.  120  »eq. 

Morehead,  Rer.  Robert,  i  140  ;  ii 
215,  448;  his  interest  in  clwap 
literature,  449-451  ;  hia  prt^oaed 
Life  of  JamM  Watt,  452 ;  hOtt 
of  sympathy,  464. 

Morgan,  Lady,  ii  70,  92,'28g.2Sl. 

Morrison,  MeMia.,  bookaelleiB  in 
Perth,  i  38. 

Morritt,  John  B.  3.,  iii  60. 

Morton  Papers,  the,  iii  223  »rq. 

Hoaely  Hurst,  prise-fight  at,  L  130. 
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MosniMi,  Oeocge,  an  eminent  printer,  I 

L  21.  397. 
Mndie,    Georgs,    Edinburgh  book- 

•eller,  i.  S38. 
Mnirhead,  Cl&ud,  i.  fi38. 

Dr.,     of    Urr,     L     246     mq., 

2fi0. 

Jamea  Patrick,  ii.  464. 

Murray  and  Cochrane,  i.  33. 
Murray,  ReT.  Dr.  Alexander,  i.  46 ; 
early  life  and  college  career,  213- 
221  1  Bojount  at  Kinnainl,  222 
aeq.;  aettlement  at  Urr,  246;  his 
work  on  the  European  Languages, 
289,  290,  333;  election  to  the 
Chair  of  Oriental  Languages  in 
Edinbnrgb  Uaiversity,  320  teq.; 
illneu  and  death,  334,  335 ;  bis 
widow  and  children,  336. 
Hugh,  contributor  to  Edin- 
burgh Gazetteer,  ii.  3S1. 

John  Archibald   (Lord),  L  50, 

117  ;  ii.  224. 

John,   eminent   London  pnb- 

liaher,  i.  55,  72  »tq.,  13S  »tq.,  157, 
250,  534,  535 ;  letter  to,  from 
Thomag  Campbell,  184-169;  alU- 
auoe  with  Constable  and  Co.,  339- 
347;  ill  32;  correapondenoe  with 
that  firm,  i.  343-396  ;  letter  to 
Scott  as  to  hia  share  in  the  copy- 
right of  "Marmion,"  iii  122. 

Sir  John,  L  201. 

liudley,  i.  86. 

Lady,  her  Memoir  of  the  Bight 

Hon.   George   Bullie    of    Jervia- 
woode,    and    Lady   Grissell,   her 
pMonti,  ii  175. 
Mater,  Bev-.  Dr.,  of  Eirkcndbrigfat, 

1427. 
Mylne,  Bobert,  iL  432. 
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NAiB]t>,  Db.,  iL  380. 

Kapier,  Lord,  i.  36. 

— —  ProfeMor  Maerey,  iL  316  ;  iiL 
129  i  hijt  connexion  with  the  En- 
cyclopedia Britannica  and  Edin- 
burgh Review,  iL  324-326,  332, 
333. 

Nayimith,  Mr.,  i.  247. 

Neale,  John,  iiL  108. 

Neil],  Dr.  Patrick,  i  363. 

Newton,  Lord  ;  ««  Hay,  Cbariea. 
—  Sir     Isaac,     genealogy    of,    L 
464. 

Nichols,  John  (Literary  Aneedott*), 
iii.  266. 

Nicol.  George,  i.  399,  410. 

Niebnbr,  Barthold  G.,  L  121  ;  iL 
131  ;  correBpondence  with  Mr. 
Conatable,  ii.  159-167. 

Norcliffe,  Sir  James  Inne^  Bart, 
(afterwards  tiEth  Doke  of  Boz- 
bui^he),  L  403. 

"Old   Mortalitv"   pabliahed,   iii. 

92. 
Onslow,  "Tommy"  (Lord  Cranley), 

L89. 
Opie,  John,  iL  89,  270. 
Amelia,  her  visit  to  Edinburgh, 

ii.  270 ;  correspondence  with  Mr. 

Constable,  270-231. 
Oasianic    controversy,   the,    i.   200, 

410,414;  u.  197. 
Owen,  Bobert,  L  134. 
Owenaon,  Sydney.  i?ee  Morgan,  Lady. 

Paintbks  abb  Pjubtdiqs,  i.   101- 

107. 
Pamphleteers,  hint  to,  L  364. 
Park,   Mr.,  partoer  of  ConstaUe's 

London  house,  i.  56,  146,  288. 
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FatoD,  BsT.  CharlM,  uwdota  of,  i. 

35. 
George,   i.   20,   21;   in,   289; 

letter  to  Dake  of  Kosbnrghe  n- 

garding  him,  i.  397-399. 

John,  bookuUer,  i.  21. 

"Paul't  Letten,"  origin  of,  iii.  82, 

83. 
Pean,  William,  iii,  21S. 
PeDn&nt,  Tfaomu,  i.  21  (mii|miitod 

TennerU),  398. 
Peroy,  Thomu,  Biahop  of  Dromore, 

PeriodicaU  (the  only  two)  publiahed 

in  Edinburgli  at  the  cloae  of  laat 

century,  i.  33, 
Perthes,  C.   F.,  celebrated  Oerman 

bookoeller,  ii.  123. 
Petizon,  Mr.,  iii  263.' 
"  PeTeril  of  the  Peak,"  publication 

of,  iii.  209,  237. 
Phelpa,  Mr.,  L  401. 
Pbillipj,  Sir  Richard,  i.  61,  188,303, 

363  t  iL  62,  253.  258,  422  j  cor- 

reapondenoe  with,  257-267  ;    lli« 

epitaph,  268. 
PhiIo»ophtcal  Magazine,  I  353,  3S4, 

Pickering,  William,  eminent  London 

pablieher,  i.  90. 
Knkerton,  John,  i.  22,  309,  604 ; 

106,  109,  111. 
Pitcaim,  Dr.  Archibald,  1   32; 

433. 
Playfftlr,   Profe»«wir,    L    11,   25; 

320-323  ;  letter  from,  iL  289  ;  his 

death,  401. 
Plummer,  Mr.,  of  Middleataad,  Sheriff 


'  Poeti;  of  the  HoTel%  Talem,  and 
Romances  of  the  Anthor  M 
WaTeriej',"  pnblicatioii  of,  ang- 
geated  b;  Mr.  Conatable,  iiL  20S, 
221,  222. 

Porta  (Britiah),  edition  of,  anggBated 
bj*  Scott  to  Ballantjne,  L  ITS, 
177  ;  correapondence  relating  to 
Campbell's  "  Specimens  "  of,  177- 
184. 

Fopalar  Snperatitioii*,  Dialogoe  oo, 
meditated  hj  ScoU,  iiL  257,  350, 
268,  26& 

PoiiBKin,  Nicolaa,  puntinga  ot,  I 
107. 

Frimroae,  David,  L  461. 

Dr.  (Hlberfc,  L  -Ml. 

Jamea,  I  461. 

Priaon^correapondenta,  [.  41,  42. 

Proctor,  Peter,  of  Olamie^  L  66. 

QuABTSRi-T  Review,  fint   nnmben 

of,  L  139  ;  iiL  33. 
"  Qnentin  Dnrward,"  correapondence 

r^arding,  iiL  248  aeq.  260,  S68 ; 

pnbtioation  of,  267- 

406;   iiL 


Raeburit,  Sir  Henry,  : 
340. 


ot 


L21. 


Pocahontat,  Queen,  L  458 ; 
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Raine,  Dr.,  iL  109. 
Baleigh,  Sir  Walter,— e 

worka  projected,  iL  332. 
Bammohnn  Roy,  iL  476. 
Ramaay,  Allan,  L  406,  407. 
David,      ot     the      Sdinimrgk 

Courant,  L  93. 

George,  printer,  iL  39, 

Major,  L  81,82,90. 

Rmleadale,  Lord,  L  109. 

"  Bedganntlet,"  pnblioation  <A,  iiL 

290,  291. 
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RaM,  Hr.,  pwtoar  of  Hr.  Longnun, 
i.  46,  62. 

"  Rc^alU,"  the, — ti  tile  ooatemplated 
by  Scott,  iii.  108. 

Beid,  Hr.,  ofLeith,  i.  18. 

General  John, — hia   legacy  to 

the  TTnivenity  of  Edinboi^h  to 
mstitnte  a  profenonhipof  mnaio, 
i.  93. 

Relf,  Lnpton,  pnbliaher,  ii.  414. 

Rennel,  Uajor  Jamet,  i.  373. 

Kennie,  John,  celebntad  angineer,  i. 
25,  35 ;  ii.  602. 

Bevoitlow,  Count  Conrad,  ii.  169. 

Bicbttrrlaon,  Mr.,  notaiy-pnlilic  in 
ShleltU,  i.  86. 

BitwiD,  Jowpb,  i  410  »eq.;  iii.  329 ; 
hia  character  nnjnitly  estimated 
by  Lockhart,  49B-497 ;  extracta 
from  letteni  of,  i  498-S04. 

"  Rob  Roy," — title  an^etted  by  Mr. 
Constable,  ilL  96,  96  ;  publioation 
of,  106. 

Robertaon,  Dr.  WiUiam,  Principal  of 
Edinbnrgh  Univeraity,  i.  32,  248. 

Robinaon,  Meura.,  London  pub- 
lisher*, i.  IS. 

Joseph  Ogle  (of  Huwt,  RobiD- 

*oii,  and  Co.),  correipondence  with, 
in  1824,  on  bnainess  arrajigements, 
iii.  333  tfq. ;  reqaeat  for  extensiTe 
pecuniary  aanatance,  and  corre- 
apondence  thereon  between  Measra. 
Csdell  and  Conctable,  366-382; 
nspension  of  payment  by  his 
honae,  and  its  reanlts,  410  »eq. 

Robiaon,  John,  Professor  of  Natnral 
Fhil<Mophy,EdinbQrgh  University, 
i.  11. 

John,  his  son,  ii  480,  4S3. 

"Ronuutces"  £aaay  on,  for  Bncyclo- 


pndia  Britannioa,  by  Soott,  lti.261, 
2S1. 

Romney,  Qeorge,  painter,  iL  29. 

Rosooe,  William,  I  77. 106  ;  ii.  421 ; 
correspondence  irith  titr.  Con- 
stable, ii.  423-128. 

KnsR  and  Blackwood.  I  16,  21. 

Roxbnrghe,  John  third  Dnke  of,  i. 
23,  34 ;  hia  library,  1 19,  396 ;  hia 
copy  of  The  Comiplayni  of  Scot- 
land, 399 ;  letters  to  Ur.  Con- 
stable, 397-403. 

Russell,  R.  C,  M.F.,  iL  280,  281. 

Rntherford,  John,  of  Qmndisnock, 
iii.  294. 

Bntherfards,  the,  ancestors  of  3aott, 
iii.  294-296. 

Rylance,  Ralph,  contribntor  to  Edin- 
burgh Gazetteer,  ii.  381. 

Sadlbb,  Sir  Ralph,— Life,  Letters,. 
and  State  Papers  of,  edited  by 
Scott,  I  366,  378,  419-421,  430 ; 

iiL7. 

St.  Mai^a  Ide,  i,  273. 

"St.  Ronan'a  Well,"  pnblioation  of, 

iii.  289. 
Sale-catalogne    of    Hay    1796,    i. 

21. 
Salt,  Henry,  Coosul-general  in  Egypt, 

L  296«o7.,318. 
Sandford,  Biehop,  ii.  600. 

Sir  Daniel,  ii.  600. 

Sands,  William,  printer  and  hook- 

seller  in  Edinburgh,  i.  33,  633. 
Schaumbnrg,    Herr,    pnbUsher    in 

Vienna,  ii.  136. 
Schnbart,  Madame,  iii  104. 
ScoTMby,  Dr.  William,  ii.  602. 
Selkirk,   Loid,  L    109;   his  library 

at  Sfc  Mary-a  Me,  273,  274. 
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Scotch  Ungnkge,  Scott  on  the,  iii. 
19S. 

Scots  Mogaziiie,  the,  L  33. 

ijcotamen  in  London,  i.  129. 

Scott,  Sir  Walter,  his  cluiacter  of 
Archibald  Constable  in  introdno- 
torjr  opiitle  to  TIte  Fortvna  of 
Nigei  quoted,  i.  1 ;  advice  to  Con- 
Rtable  ai  to  writing  some  acoount 
of  his  connexion  with  literature, 
3 ;  Sheriff  of  Selkirkahii«,  21  ; 
breach  with,  137;  notioea  of,  in 
connexion  with  John  Leyden,  191, 
194,  204,  208, 212 ;  ScoU  and  the 
"Cbaldee  MS.,"  ii.  347  ;  firat  ac- 
quaintance with  Constable,  iiL  3 ; 
partnership     in     the    BalUntyne 

,  firms,  12 ;  literary  projects,  49 
$eq.;  tour  in  the  Lighthonae 
Yacht  preparatory  for  the  "  Lord 
of  the  Isles,"  dO-SO  ;  visit  to  the 
Continent^  and  pnblication  there- 
after of  "  The  Field  of  Waterloo  " 
and  "Paul's  Lettew,"  83,  84; 
"  New  Travela  on  the  CoDtinent " 
projected  and  contracted  for,  114- 
119  ;  arrangemeDt  as  to  the  copy- 
rights, 122,  123  ;  Baronet«y  con- 
ferred, 13G  i  Miss  Scott's  maniage 
to  Lockhart,  136  ;  letters  in  reply 
to  YBrious  literary  suggestions  by 
Mr.  Constable,  18S-196 ;  letter, 
with  gift  of  uaa.  to  Mr.  Constable, 
251  w^-  (see  also  442,  443)  ;  and 
his  reply,  ia  which  an  annotated 
edition  of  the  Works  ia  suggested, 
265-256  ;  longer  intervals  between 
theappearance  of  succeseive  Novels 
proposed,  266  ttq. ;  correepondence 
in  1823  between  Mr,  Constable 
and    Sir  Walter   on    matters   of 


finance,  274-288 ;  vint  to  Ireland, 
318;  interviews  with  Henr*. 
Cadell  and  Constable  in  the  crini 
of  1825,  383  ttq.;  letter  of  Mr. 
Constable  as  to  siispenBion  of  pay- 
ments by  Uurst,  Bobinson,  and 
Co.,  and  Sir  Walter's  reply,  421- 
425  ;  letter  to  Lockhart  on  Con- 
stable's hoQse,  431  ;  last  letters 
which  passed  between  Mr.  Con- 
stable and  Sir  Walter,  432-436  : 
sad  entry  in  ScoU's  diary,  476. 

Scott,  Thomas  (brother  of  Sir  Walter), 
iiL  256. 

Walter,  goldsmith,  iii.  255. 

Sendamore,  Lord, — his  Ubraiy,  L 
458,460. 

Seward,  Anna,  L  375  ;  iL  10-17 ; 
her  literal;  criticiBms,  14-17  ;  her 
works,  20-23;  letter  to  Sir  Walter 
Seott  on  the  Edinbta-gh  Retneto, 
25  ;  Scott  on  her  persoeal  appear- 
ance, 29. 

Eev.  Thomas,  ii.  29,  30. 

Seymour,  Lord  Webb,  i.  50 ;  ii.  3T, 
44,49. 

Shakespeare,  L  108 ;  proposal  of  an 
edition  of,  to  be  aitiiotated  by 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  iiL  183,  192, 
241-247,  329. 

Sharpe,  Charies  Eirkpatrick,  L  473 ; 
ii.  376 ;  letter  to  Mr.  Couatabk, 
iL  347-302. 

Shelley,  Percy  Bysshe,  iL  48,  63, 81. 

Sheridan,  R.  B.,  i.  90. 

Sheriff  Button  Caotle  and  Park.  iii. 
298. 

Sibbald,  James,  Edinbargbpnbliihsr, 
i.  33,  540. 

Sir  Robert,  L  264. 

Siddotw,  Harry,  iii,  138. 
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Siddona,  Hn„  iii.  299, 

Simond,  Louis,  ii  26C 

Simpsoii,  Jftmea,  Edinburgfa  book- 
seller, L  63S. 

Simmn,  Dr.  Robert,  i  10. 

Sindur,  8ir[Jolui,  i.  68,  114,  348, 
375;  ii.  1-9,  199;  iii.  214. 

"  Sir  Tmtrem,"  Metrio»l   Romance 

Slingtbjr,  Sir  Henry,  Memoin  of,  L 
360  i  iu.  e,  7. 

Smellie,  Mr.,  i.  247. 

Smith,  Horace  »ad  Jamea,  aatb<«s 
of  The  B^etUd  Addrena,  ii.  38. 

Smith,  Sydney,  and  the  Edinbvrgh 
Bevieis,  i.  48,  60;  his  Serroona 
reviewed  in  the  QuaHtrty,  140  ; 
letters  of,  iiL  131,  132,  31H  ;  his 
oritiquea on Soott'i Novels :  "The 
Bride  ot  Lvnmennoor,"  133 ; 
"iTanioe,"  133;  "The  Monss- 
teiy,"  133;  "Kanilworth,"  149; 
"The  Pirate,"  168;  "The  Por- 
ttmea  of  Nigel,"  218 ;  "  Pe¥etil  of 
the  Fesk,"  237;  "St.  Bonan's 
WeU."  289. 

Somerville,  Dr.,  of  J«dbnrgh,  i. 
419. 

'*  Soroerrille  Memoirs,"  edited  by 
Scott,  iii.  49,  62,  64. 

Southey,  Robert,  L  179,  367;  iii. 
320. 

Spanish  Annada,  iii.  178. 

Speckbacher,  Joseph,  Tyrolese  pa. 
triot,  ii.  131,  132. 

Speirs,  Graham,  Sheriff  of  Mid- 
lothian, letter  ot,  to  David  Con- 
stable, iL  144-147. 

Spencer,  Earl,  i.  35;  iL  108,  117. 

Stael,  Madame  de,  ii.  286-288. 

Stair,  Viscouat,  iiL  239. 


Stark,  John,  printer  in  Edinbiugb, 
i.  332 ;  ii.  39. 

Statistical  Aoooont  of  Scotland,  ii.  3. 

Stenhouse,  Dr.,  i.  437. 
'enson,  Mr.,  L  361. 

Stewart,  Dngald,  L  11,  33,  247,  265, 
292  ;  literary  coonexiou  with  Mr. 
CoDstable,  ii.  31  »eq. ;  notice  of  his 
second  wife  by  Thomas  Campbell, 
32,  33 ;  letters  of  Mrs.  Stewart, 
37-46;  Stewart's  Preliminary  Dis- 
sertation in  the  Enoyclopeedia 
Britannioa,  36,  318-322 ;  his  last 
illness  and  death,  45,  46,  173, 
L75. 

Grant,  iii.  259. 

Dr.     Matthew,     Professor    of 

Mathematics  in  Edinburgh   TJni- 
veraity,  i.  633. 

Stewart-Mackenzie,  Mrs.  See  Moc- 
keuae,  Mrs.  Stewart 

Stowe,  John,  antiquary,  i.  463. 

Strahan,  WilUam,  publisber,  L  533. 

Stratt,  Joseph,  i.  352,  367,  360 ;  his 
Qneenhoo-Hall,  iii.  9. 

Stuart,  Sir  Charles,  iii.  433. 

Dr.  Gilbert,  L  247. 

James,  of  Duneam,  ii.  369. 

Sossez,  Duke  of,  i.  114. 

Swift,  Dean,  Life  and  Wcaks  of, 
edited  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  iii.  10 
mq.,  193. 

Theophilns    (grandnephe^i 

the  Dean),  iii  137. 

Swintons,  Vaa,  iii.  223. 


of 


'  Tajjb  or  Mv  Landlord,"  first 
series  (Old  Mortality  and  the 
Black  Dwarf],  pnblished  by  Mur- 
ray and  Blaokwood,  iii.  8S-S9, 
92 ;  the  correspondence  regarding 
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BBCoiid  Berice  (The  Heart  of  Mid- 
lothian—we "  Regalia  "),  100  aeq., 
107,  106,  110;  th«  third  M>rie> 
(Brideof  Laiiiiiiennoar,and  Legend 
o£MDntro8e),'127. 

"  Tales  of  the  Croaaden,"  pablkation 
of  the,  iii.  316. 

Teoiuuit,  William,  Profenor  of  Ori- 
ental I^ngaagea  iu  St  Andrews, 
ii.  204-209. 

Tennent,  Mr.,  mitpiintad  at  i.  21  for 
Pennant,  q.o. 

Terry,  Daniel,  comedian,  iii  106. 

Tbistlewood,  Aithar  (Cato  Street 
conspirator),  iii.  136. 

Thomson,  Adam,  aoconntant,  iii. 
472  *eg. 

George,  i.  32,  107  j  ii.  277. 

John,  L  376 ;  ii.  E02. 

Dr.  John,  i.  60. 

Thonuu,    Depnt7    Clerk-B«gi- 

■ter,  i.  20,  32,  34,  SO,  267,  2«9, 
480,  505,  C17;  ii.  120;  iiL  220; 
notice  of,  iL  167  »eq. ;  correcpoud- 
once  with  Mr.  Conatable,  172-177 ; 
letter  of  David  Constable  with 
reference  to  him,  177-1S3;  letter 
to  David  Constable,  iiL  4G9. 

Tilloch,  Dr.  Alexander,  i.  353,  354, 
373. 

Todd,  Oeoige,  bookseller  in  York, 
L  73;  iii  297. 

Rev.  H.  J.,  editor  of  Milton 

and  Siienser,  i.  ^21,  423,  427. 

Tooke,  John  Home,  i  293 ;  ii.  2?6, 
277  «?. 

Traill,  Dr.  Thomas  Stuart,  ii.  331. 

Trowbridge,  Sir  Thomas,  i  206. 

TumbuU,  Gordon,  i.  2S. 

Turner,  Mr.,  his  library  sold  in  1801, 
i  16. 


Turner,  Sharon,  i  369. 

Mrs.  Sharon,  i.  126. 

Tjrtler,  Alexander  Fraser  (Lard 
Woodhonselee),  and  his  son  Pat- 
rick Praaer  Tytler,— correapond- 
ence  with  Mr.  Constable,  ii.  202- 
207. 

Mr.   (inrentor  of   balloon*   in 

Scotland),  a  contcibator  to  the 
early  editions  of  the  Bacydopcdia 
Britanniua,  ii.  311. 

Valbntia,  Lord,  i  300. 

Vaodyck'a  jHctore  of  Beliaarios,  i. 

120. 
Veitoh,  Professor  Johi^ — hia  Memoir 

of  DagaU  Stewart,  ii  32,  46. 
Venuirand  Hood,  i  05;  ii  314^ 
Voght,  Baron,  iL  124. 

Walucb,  William,  of  Great  Uvt- 
lowe,  afterwards  Professor  of 
Mathematics  in  Univeraitf  of 
Sdinbargh,  early  ftieadakip  with, 
i  10,  270;  letters  to,  S8  Mg.; 
notioes  of,  iL  105,  323,  402,  403. 

Wallaoe,  Mrs.,  daughter  of  William 
Karr,  i  11. 

Wardrop,  Dr.  Jamea,  notioe  of,   L  I 

197,  198;  letter  on  Leyden's 
death,  196-197. 

Warrender,  Sir  QeqrgB,  of  Lochoid, 
i31. 

Hugh,  i  31. 

Washington,  President, — overtnres 
to  Washington  Irving  for  a  Life 
of,  ii.  430-432. 

Watkius,  Adrian,  Kiag's  printer  in 
Edinborgb,  i  18. 

"Waverley,"  early  editiona  oS,  iii. 

47,48. 


.dbvGooyk" 


Weber,  Henry,  1  438  teg.;  iL  191 ; 
iiL  13. 

Weigel,  Mr.,  Leipsic  boakseller,  ii. 
126. 

WemyM,  Ewl  of,  iii  176, 

West,  Benjamin,  PreaideiLt  of  the 
Royal  Aoademy,  i.  101-105;  let- 
ter of,  to  Earl  of  Baduui,  629. 

Wldte,  Rev.  Henry,  of  Lichfield,  ii. 
12,  502;  iii  301. 

Tbomaa,  iL  12. 

Lydi*,  ii  16-20. 

Whiteford,  Sir  John,  i  32. 

WUberfOTce,  WiUiftm,  ii.  273. 

Wilkie,  Sir  David,  i  106, 106 ;  ii  42. 

WilliMiiH,  Helen  Maria,  ii  277. 

Williamson,  Peter, — notioe  of,  i. 
S38. 

Williaon,  Mr.,  merchant  in  Dunkirk, 
i  24 

WilliaOQ,  David,  printer  in  fidio- 
bnrgh :  Conatable  marries  hia 
daughter  Maiy,  i  17;  meetingB 
of  the  promotera  of  the  EdMmrgk 
Reeievj  in  hi<  printing-offioe,  60, 
51 ;  tetter  to  hie  grandion,  David 
Constable,  ii  113;  letter  to,  from 
Jamee  Orahame,  230. 

Miae  Jean,  iL  100  ttq. 

Wilson,  David,  parish  Bchaolmaster 
at  Cambee,  i.  6. 

ProfeMor  John,   ii.   602 ; 


e«  on  James  Orahame's  death, 

Wind-biUe  and  their  results,  i.  41. 

Wiseman,  Lady,  iL  286. 

Wolf,     Professor,— his    library,    iL 

12a 

Wollstonecraft,  Mary,  wife  of  Wil- 
Ham  Godwin,  ii  48,  277,  278. 

Wood,  John  Philip,  editor  of  Dou- 
glas's Peerage  of  Scotland,  i.  407 ; 
iL  163;  letter  to,  by  Thomas 
Thomson,  iL  169-171  ;  letters  of 
Lord  Qlenbervie  as  to  the  Gordons 
and  Douglases,  193,  528. 

Mr., — hia  oritiqoe  ol  Orahame's 

Tragecb',  "  WaJlaoe,"  iL  233. 

Woodhouselee  (Lord),  i.  368.  S<x 
Tytler. 

"  Woodstock "  commenced  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  iii  378. 

Wordsworth,  William,  ii  74;  iii.  320. 

Wrangham,  the  Venerable  Arch- 
deacon,  iL  601. 

Wright,  Guthrie,  iii.  252. 

Wreitton,  John,  an  old  Edinburgh 
printer,  i.  108. 

Yaib's  Circulating  Library,  estab- 
lished by  Allan.  Ramsay,  i  540. 

Young,  Bev.  Julian  Charles, — bis 
"  recollections  "  of  Archibald  Con- 
stable, iu.  163. 
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